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CALEDONIA  COUNTY. 


COUNTY  CHAPTER. 

BY  REV.  THOMAS  GOOD"\VILLIE,  OF  BAP.XET. 

Peevtotjs  to  the  American  Revohition,  that 
part  of  the  country  now  known  as  '•  Vcj-mont  "  was 
called  "  The  New  Hampshire  Grants,  '  and  was 
claimed  by  New  Hampshire  and  Xcw  York.  The 
General  Assembly  of  New  York  tlivided  it  into 
four  counties,  viz  :  Beunina-ton  and  Charlotte  on 
the  west,  and  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Green  jNIountains. 

Gloucester  County  was  organized  March  16, 
1770,  containing 

"  all  that  certain  tract  or  district  of  land  situate,  ly- 
ing and  being  to  the  northward  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  said  county  of  Cumberland,  and  thence  running 
north  as  the  needle  points  tifty  miles,  thence  east  to 
Connecticut- River;  thence  along  the  west  bank  of 
the  game  river,  as  it  runs,  to  the  northeast  corner 
of  said  county  of  Cumberland,  on  said  river,  and 
thence  along  the  north  bound  of  said  county  of 
Cumberland  to  the  place  of  beginning."    On  the 
24th  of  March,  1772,  by  an  act    for  the  better  ascer- 
taining the  boundaries  of  the  counties  of  Cumber- 
land and  Gloucester,"'  these  limits  were  chaugeii  and 
Gloucester  County  was  bounded    on  the  south  by 
the  north  bounds  of  the  County  of  Cumberland;  on 
the  east  by  the  east  bounds  (Connecticut  Uiver)  of  I 
this  colony  {New  York);  on  the  north  by  the  north  j 
bounds  thereof  (Canada):  on  the  west  and  northwest  \ 
partly  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  said  County  of  Cumberland  on  a  course! 
north,  ten  degrees  east,  until  such  line  shall  meet  with  i 
and  be  intersected  by  another  Hue  proceeding  on  an  | 
feaat  course  from  the  south  bank  of  the  mouth  of  Ot-  | 
ter  Creek,  and  partly  by  another  line  to  be  drawn  and  i 
continued  irora  the  said  last-mentioned  point  of  iu- 
tersectic'i,  on  a  course  north,  tiity  degrees  east,  until 
it  meets  with  and  terminates  at  the  said  north  bounds 
of  the  Colony." 

Newbury  was  fixed  as  the  shire  town  of  Glou- 
cester County. 

In  a  large  map  of  the  British  province  of  New 
Hampshire  (now  before  the  writer),  made  by 
Blanchard  and  Lanirdon,  and  inscribed  to  the 
British  "  secretary  of  war  and  otic  of  liis  majesty's  j 
privy  council,"  October  21,  17CI,  tlie  whole  ofj 
Vermont  is  laid  down  as  a  part  of  that  [.rovince.  | 
At  that  time  none  of  tlie  towns  in  this  C(;unty  \ 
were  chartered,  but  many  of  the  towns  which  ' 
were  purveyed  and  chartea-d  in  17G2  and  170,3! 
were  hiid  down  on  this  map  with  pen  and  ink.  ' 
1 


Only  three  towns  in  this  county  are  so  laid  down, 
Bamet,  Rycgate,  and  Poacham  ;  the  latter  town 
being  located  west  of  Ryegate,  which  shows  that 
I  Groton,  which  was  charterted  by  Vermont,  was 
I  surveyed  long  before  Vermont  became  a  State.  In 
j  a  large  map  of  New  York  (now  before  the  WTiter), 
constructed  by  order  of  Gt  n.  Tryon,  governor  of 
that  province,  January  1,  1779,  from  surveys  pre- 
viously made,  the  wliole  of  Vermont  is  laid  down 
as  a  part  of  New  York.    On  this  map  Cumber- 
land County  is  'wunded  on  the  north  by  Canada 
and  on  the  ea^t  by  Connecticut  Paver,  separating 
it  from  New  llanipshire,  and  on  the  other  sides 
by  a  line  beginning  at  the  Connecticut  River  in 
Norwich,  and  running  a  little  north  of  west  to 
the  Green  ^lountains,  to  a  point  probably  in  the 
I  town  of  Ripton  ;  thence  ruunmg  northerly  alon^ 
I  the  mountains  to  a  poi:it  near  Onion  River,  prob- 
I  ably  in  the  town  of  Duxbury  ;  thence  running 
I  northeast  to  Canatki  line,  which  it  joins  in  Der- 
by, a  few  mile^  east  of  Lake  Memphremagog. 
The  whole  of  this  district  is  represented  on  this 
map  as  surveyed  into  townships,  except  some  parts 
on  the  northwest. 

Witliin  the  present  limits  of  Caledonia  Countv 
the  towns  of  Bamet,  Ryetrute,  Peacham,  and  Gro- 
ton are  laid  down  nearly  according  to  the  New 
Hampsliire  surveys.  The  ino.>t  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  cotmty  are  sun-eyed  into  townships,  which 
in  number,  form,  and  location  are  altogether  differ- 
ent from  the  other  towns  now  in  tiiis  county. 

On  the  Connecticut  River,  above  Bamet,  was 
a  large  township  called  "  Dunmore,"  including 
the  whole  of  Waterford  and  a  considerable  part 
of  St.  Johnsbury  and  Concord.  Aloncr  the  Bar- 
net  line  a  narrow  tract  of  land  was  laid  down,  in- 
cluding parts  of  \Vaterford  and  St.  Johnsbury, 
and  which  was  inscribed  *'  Lt.  Cargills."  North 
of  Dunmore,  on  the  Pas^^ump-ic  River,  was 
"  Besborough,"  including  the  south  part  of  Lyn- 
don and  tlie  north  part  of  St.  J(jhnsbury.  On 
the  head  branches  of  the  Passumpsic  was  a  large 
tract,  including  Burke  and  adjacent  parts, in  winch 
was  inscribed  '•  Thomas  Clark  Co."  North  of 
Peacham  was  "  Hillsljorough,"  embracing  Dan- 
ville and  parts  of  Wuldcn  and  IIai\!\\ick.  Those 
arc  all  the  towns  in  this  county  laid  down  ou 
the  New  York  map  of  1779. 
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The  Now  York  prants  wcro  u..  Jishcd  when  |  Itiswell  watered  by  many  BtrramH.  ThcC.n- 
Verrnont  Ivciime  iiulopondcnr,  imd  the  prantcos  !  ncotinit  Uiver  nms  on  tlio  southeast  side.  Tlio 
received  a  fmrtion  of  the  ?:i(>,0()()  whic  h  was  <;ivcn  '  northern  towns  are  watered  by  tlie  head  branch 
to  New  York,  1790,  to  (initchiim  Vermont.  |  of  the  Passump^ic  River,  which  is  the  larjre.'^t  in 
Thomas  Chirk's  share  was  S'2'M  05,  and  John  !  the  county,  and  runs  south  and  empties  into  the 
Galbraith's  S99  81.  |  Connecticut  River  in  Barnet.    Wells,  Steven^ 

In  1777,  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont  i  and  Joes  rivers  water  it  on  the  south,  and  the  head 
declared  "The  New  Ilampshii-o  Grants  "indepen- 1  branches  of  (3nion  and  Lamoille  rivers  on  the 
dent,  and  adopted  a  constitution  for  the  State,  i  west.  There  arc  about  twenty  lakes  and  ponds 
In  Febmary,  1779,  the  le^ri^ijituro  of  Vermont,  |  in  the  county;  the  chief  of  which  arc  Ifar^-cv'^i 
in  face  of  the  opposition  of  New  York,  divided  |  Lake  in  Barnet,  Wells  River  and  Lund's  Ponds 
the  State  into  two  counties,  and  each  county  into  i  in  Groton,  Cole's  Pond  in  Walden,  Clark's  and 
two  shires,  viz:  Bennini,-ton  on  tlic  west,  and  i  Centre  Ponds  in  Newark,  and  Stile's  Pond  in 
Cumberland  County  on  the  oast  «ido  of  the  Green  i  Waterford.  Fish  of  various  kinds  abound  in 
Mountains.  Cumberland  County  was  divided  i  most  of  the  ponds  and  rivers.  There  are  falls  at 
into  the  shires  of  Westminster  and  Newbury.  In  I  dilferent  places  on  the  Connecticut,  Passumpsic, 
1781,  the  legislature  divided  Cumheriand  into  j  Wells,  and  Joes's  rivers.  Stevens's  river,  near 
three  counties,  viz  :  Windham,  Windsor,  and  \  its  mouth,  falls  80  feet  in  the  distance  of  20  reds. 
Orange.  Newbuiy  was  the  shire  town  of  the  \  The  water-power  is  improved  by  mills  and  facto- 
County  of  Orange,  which  embraced  the  nonh-  \  rios  built  at  the  falls  and  other  places  on  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  to  the  Canada  lino.  |  streams. 

November  5,  1792,  Caledonia  County  was  incor- j  The  western  part  of  the  county  is  mountain- 
porated  from  Orange  County,  includinir  all  that  i  ous  ;  but  though  the  towns  in  that  part  are  on 
part  of  the  State  north  of  that  county,  and  |  hicrh  lands,  they  admit  of  siiccessful  cultivation, 
extending  so  far  west  as  to  include  ^Fontpelior  !  The  ea.stem  part  is  an  excellent  fanninsr  counrrr. 
and  adjacent  towns.  But  this  county  was  not  j  The  inten-ales  on  the  Connecticut  and  Passump- 
fully  organized  till  November  8,  1796,  when  Dan-  j  sic  rivers  are  easily  cultivated.  From  the  tops 
ville  was  made  the  shire  town.  The  whole  State  !  of  the  mountains  in  different  parts  of  the  counry 
was  divided  into  eleven  counties  in  1811,  when  i  extensive  prospects  may  be  obtained,  and  in  some 
the  counties  of  Orieans  and  Essex  were  in-  i  sites  grand  views  of  the  W^hite  Hills  of  New 
corporated  from  Caledonia  County.  Four  |  Hampshire  and  of  the  Green  Mountains  of  To 
towns  from  this  counry  were  incorporated  i  raont  may  be  enjoyed.  A  mountain  in  B 
with  W^ashington  County  in  1811,  to  wliich  |  whose  height  is  3,500  feet,  is  probablv  the  highest 
Woodbmy  was  annexed  in  1836  and  Cabot  in  I  in  the  countv. 

1855.  Caledonia  County  consists  at  the  present  j  It  is  not  certainly  known  at  what  time  this 
time  of  sixteen  towns.  In  1856  the  con.uTy  seat  I  part  of  the  country  was  discovered  by  Europeans, 
was  removed  from  Danville  to  St.  Johnsbury,  I  It  has  been  known" to  the  New  England  settlers  for 
where  new  county  buildings  were  eiToted.  The  |  more  than  a  century.  Prior  to" this  period  the 
court-house  is  a  large,  elegant,  and  commodious  j  Indians  owned  and'  occupied  the  soil,  covered 

j  with  the  forest.  The  wilderness  was  the  home 
The  lands,  therefore,  in  this  part  of  the  country  I  and  inheritance  of  these  wild  men  of  the  woods, 
were  first  of  all  in  Gloucester  County,  Now  York;  i  Here,  they  camped  in  its  valleys,  hunted  on  its 
then  in  the  shire  of  Newbury  and  County  of  j  mountains,  and  tishod  in  its  waters,  over  which 
Cumberland,  Vermont ;  afterwards  in  Oranire  j  thoy  glided  s^^^ftly  in  their  light  canoes  ;  and 
County,  Vermont ;  and  now  ia  Calodonui  Coun-  i  hence,  they  went  fonh  to  war,  fightinir  with  sav- 
ty,  Vermont.  j  acre  cunning  and  crueltr  the  foreiornors  who  came 


r- 

urKe. 


The  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Orleans  '  over  the  great  waters  from  the  cast,  to  dwell  i 


in- 


County ;  on  the  east  by  Essex  County  ;  on  the  i  their  domains,  converting  the  forests  into  fruitful 
southeast  by  Connecticut  River,  which  separates  I  fields.  When  it  first  became  known  to  Europeans 
•it  from  Grafton  County,  N.  II.;  on  the  Kouth  by  j  the  St.  Francis  tribe  of  Indians  roamed  over  this 
Orange  County  ;  and  on  the  west  f)y  ^Vashin^rton  i  part  of  the  country.  They  had  an  encampment 
and  Lamoille  counties.  ^  It  lies  between  N.  lat.  i  at  Newbury  and  cultivated  "the  meadows"  on 
44'  10^  and  N.  lat.  44°  45',  and  immediately  |  the  Great  Ox  Bow.  But  their  principal  settle- 
north  of  a  line  which  if  dra^vn  cast  anrl  wo^t  i  mcnt  was  in  Canada.  St.  Francis,  a  village  on  the 
would  dindc  the  State  into  two  cfpiai  parts.  Its  '  south  side  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  not  far  from 
length  from  north  to  south  is  about  forty  milc>\  i  the  Three  Rivers,  was  their  head-quarters.  The 
and  its  breadth  from  east  lowest  about  thirty.  It  :  French  emplovcd  them  in  their  wars  against  the 
contains  about  700  square  miles,  with  a  popula-  i  English  colonies.  With  their  acquaintance  with 
tion  of  21,7r.S,  whi':h  gives  31  inhabhants  to  ui  t!io  country  and  their  deadly  hatred  of.  the  Lug- 
square  mile.  [igji^  tijjjy  ^.Q^Q  formidable  enemies.  From  none 
There  are  many  flonri^hing villages  situated  in 'of  the  Indian  tribes  had  the  provinces  of  New 
difioront  parts  of  tlio  county,  containing  fine  i  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  .suiUmv.!  so  mr.ch. 
churches.                                                   |  They  made  their  incursions  along  the  River  St. 
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Frinci'i  nml  Lake?  Mempliroiniiiroir,  ami  thence 
down  the  l*;issunip<ic  and  Conncitirut  rivers. 
Thi.-<  was  their  hiirlnvay  irtuniini^  from  the 
iihiMirhter  of  the  Eii'j:lish,  with  their  sciilps,  pris- 
oners, and  phmdcr.  They  were  mucli  distin- 
guished by  tlie  shiu<rhter  and  dcstrnetion  spread 
amonix  the  atlvanced  settlements,  the  enormitv  of 
their  cruelties  and  barbarities,  and  the  number  of 
their  scalps  and  captives. 

In  the  spring  of  1752  a  party  of  ten  of  these 
Indians  surprised  a  party  of  four  New  Entrland 
settlers  while  huntin?^  on  Baker's  River  in  Rum- 
nej,  il-  One  fled,  one  was  killed,  and  the 
other  two  were  taken  prisoners  and  carried  captive 
into  Canada,  to  their  hcad-quaiters  at  St.  Fran- 
cis. One  of  these  captives  was  Jolin  Stark,  after- 
wards the  famous  General  Stark,  who  must  have 
been  one  of  the  first  of  Europeans  to  behold  this 
part  of  the  country.  One  of  his  daughters  lived 
and  died  in  Ryocrate,  and  some  of  her  descendants 
now  reside  in  Ryegate  and  Barnet.  These  two 
men  returned  from  their  captivity  in  Canada  in 
tho  summer  of  1752,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
country  through  which  they  had  passed. 

No  doubt  later  and  fuller  information  of  this 
part  of  the  country  was  given  by  Major  Rogers 
and  his  rangers  upon  their  return  in  1759,  by  the 
Passumpsic  River  and  the  Coos  "  Meadows," 
from  their  successful  expedition  against  the  St. 
Francis  Indians  in  Canada.  But  the  sad  fate  of 
many  of  these  brave  yet  unfortunate  men,  which 
took  place  in  our  county,  gives  a  melancholy  in- 
terest to  tho  early  lustory  of  this  part  of  the 
county. 

General  Amherst  being  at  Crown  Point  on 
Lake  Champlain,  can-png  on  the  war  against  the 
French  colonies  in  1759,  determined  to  make 
these  Indians,  who  continued  to  disturb  and  dis- 
.  tress  the  frontiers,  feel  the  powe--  of  the  English 
colonies.  For  this  purpose,  on  September  13, 
1759,  the  very  day  that  the  English  took  Que- 
bec, he  appointed  Major  Roarers,  a  brave  and  ex- 
perienced officer  from  Xew  Hampshire,  who  had 
become  famous  for  the  number,  boldness,  and 
success  of  his  enterprises,  to  conduct  an  expedi- 
tion against  this  barbarous  tribe,  carrying  the 
horrors  of  war  unexpectedly  into  their  head-quar- 1 
ters  in  Canada.  The  night  after  the  orders  were 
given  he  set  out  with  two  hundred  men  in  boats 
and  proceeded  dowm  Lake  Champlain.  On  the 
fifth  day  after  they  left  Crown  Point,  while  en- 
camped on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake,  a  keg  of 
gunpowder  accidentally  exploded,wounding  a  cap- 
tain of  the  royal  regiment  and  several  men,  who 
were  sent  back  to  Cro\%-n  Point,  with  a  party  to 
conduct  them.  This  reduced  Rogers's  force  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  men,  with  whom  he 
proceeded  to  Missisco  Bay,  as  ordered.  Here  he 
concealed  his  bo;its  among  some  bushes  wiiieh 
hung  over  one  of  the  streams,  and  left  in  them 
provisions  sufficient  to  carry  them  back  to  Crown 
Point.  '  i 

According  to  orders  he  left  tho  lako  and  ad-  i 


vanct'd  into  the  wihlenicss  towunls  St.  Franc  i.< 
village,  having,'  left  two  men  to  watch  the  bo.its 
and  provisions,  with  orders  that  if  the  enemy  dis- 
covered them,  they  were  to  pursue  the  party  with 
expedition  and  give  him  intelligence.    The  sec- 
ond evening  after  he  left  the  bay  the^o  two  men 
overtook  the  party  and  informed  liim  that  four 
hun'Ired  French  and  Indians  had  discovered  the 
bf)at3  and  sent  them  away  with  fifty  men,  wliile 
the  rest  of  the  party  went  in  pursuit  of  the  Encr- 
lish.    Rogers  kept  this  intelliu'cnec  to  himself, 
but  sent  away  tho  two  ramrers  with  a  lieutenant 
and  eight  men  to  Crown  Point,  to  iiifonn  Gen. 
Amherst  of  what  had  taken  place  and  request 
him  to  send  provisions  to  Coos  on  Connccticat 
River,  by  which  route  he  intended  to  return. 
Rogers,  in  order  to  outmarch  his  emMnies  if  tbi  v 
pursued  him,  pushed  forwanl  towards  Sr.  Francis 
with  all  possible  expedition.    He  came  in  siirlzt 
of  the  village  on  the  4rh  of  Octo^>er  at  S  o'clock 
in  the  evening.    Ordering  his  men  to  halt  and 
refresh  themselves,  he  dressed  himself  in  the  In- 
dian garb  and  took  with  him  tv.o  In«l;ans,  who 
understood  the  language  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe, 
and  went  to  reconnoitre  the  town.    He  {>mnd  the 
Indians  engaged  in  a  grand  dance,  withoat  the 
least  apprehension  of  danger.    He  n^turnc  i  to 
men  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  marched 
them  to  a  distance  of  about  five  hundred  tut'Is 
from  the  town.    About  4  o'clock  the  Indians 
finished  their  dance  and  retired  to  rest.  Roi^rs 
waited  till  they  were  asleep,  and  at  hrt^-ak  of  <kiv 
he  posted  his  men  in  the  most  favorable  situ-.itioa 
and  commenced  a  general  assault.    The  Indians 
were  completely  surprised  and  soon  snb^.lned. 
Some  of  them  were  killed  in  their  houses,  and  of 
those  who  attempted  to  fly,  many  were  shot  or 
knocked  on  the  head  by  the  rangers,  who  were 
placed  at  the  avenues.    Amherst  ordert'd  R-'i'lts 
and  his  men  "  to  take  their  revencre  on  the  Ividian 
scoundrels  "  for  their  "  barbarities  and  infamous 
cruelties,"  but  he  ordered  also  that  "  no  women 
or  children  be  killed  or  hurt,   thoujrh  these 
villains  have  dastardly  and  promiscuously  mur- 
dered the  women  and  children  of  all  order?." 
But  the  Indian  method  of  slautrhter  and  destruc- 
tion was  adopted  on  this  occasion  ;  and  whcrevor 
Indians  were  found,  their  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren were  slain  without  distinction  and  without 
mercy.    As  the  morning  light  inciTased  the  fierce 
wrath  of  the  mngers  was  inflamed  to  tho  highest 
degree  when  they  saw  the  scalps  of  several  hun- 
dreds of  their  countrymen  suspended  on  poles  and 
waving  in  the  air.    Under  this  new  force  and 
irritation  of  their  feelings  and  passions,  they  put 
forth  their  utmost  exertions  to  avencre  the  blood 
of  their  friends  and  relations  by  utt»Tly  destroy- 
ing the  village  and  all  they  rould  find  of  its  in- 
hahitants.    T'le  villaLre  contained  thicc  huiidr.d 
Indians.    Two  hundred  were  killed  ou  the  spot 
and  twenty  taken  jirisoners. 

Tho  town  ii[>pe;u-o(l  to  liavo  been  in  a  tlouri-h- 
ing  state.    The  houses  were  well  furnished,  and 
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tho  church  was  handsonioly  adorned  with  plate. 
The  wholo  villnoe  had  h-vn  enriched  hy  tho  plun- 
der and  scalps  taken  tVom  tho  En-Iish.  Two 
hundred  -ruiucas  wei-o  found  in  money  and  a  sil- 
ver imago  weijj:hini;  ten  pounds,  k'si'des  u  largo 
quantity  of  wampum  and  ciothiiiu'.  and  some  pix>- 
visious.  Collecting  the  provisions  and  such  arti- 
cles as  they  could  easily  transport,  they  set  tire  to 
the  village  and  reduced  it  to  a.shes.  At  7  o'clock 
in  tho  morning  the  affair  was 


In  these  dismal  circumstances  Kogcrs  gave  up 
the  command  and  told  his  men  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  Some  were  lost  in  the  woo^is  ami 
others  died  of  famine,  hut  Rogers  and  most  of  his 
party,  after  almost  incredible  hardships,  arriv..xi 
at  Number  Four,  or  Charlestown,  N.  II. 

Peter  U^rvey,  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  who  came 
to  Bamet  to  live  y,  short  time  before  his  de;\th 


which  was  about  tho  year  1817,  and  whom  the 
.    ,      ,        . ,        ,  finished,  which !  writer  has  seen,  was  one  of  Rogers's  partr  and 

broke  the  pride  and  power  of  the  St.  Francis  |  visite<l  the  scenes  of  their  suffering's.  He  ' 
tnbe  of  Indians.    Rogers  tJ.en  a..serablcd  his  men  !  that  many  of  the  rangers  died  on  the  Passumps 


and  found  that  one  was  killed  and  si 


-  ,  -"^  sii-htly  j  River  and  on  the  meadow  below  on  the  Connec- 

woundci  Ha^ang  refreshed  his  men  for  one  !  ricut  River.  On  this  meadow  and  alon- the  Pa^- 
hour  he  immediately  set  out  on  his  return,  with  !  snmpsic  for  two  or  three  miles  from  lis  mouth 
the  adchtion  of  five  Enghsh  captives  ho  ha,l  re- 1  human  bones  have  been  found  at  different  times 
taken.  To  avoid  his  pursuers,  he  took  a  different  |  and  places.  Some  of  these  might  have  been  the 
route  and  marched  up  the  St.  Francis  River,  |  bones  of  Indians  who  had  been  buried  in  a  sitting 
meanmg  to  have  his  men  collect  and  rendezvous  posture,  but  many  others  were  found  in  a  horizon- 
at  Coos  on  the  Connecticut  River.    On  their  ;  tal  position ;  and  in  one  pk 


march  they  were  harassed  by  the  Indians,  and 
the  enemy  several  times  attacked  them  in  tiic 
rear.  In  these  rencounters  they  lost  seven  of 
then-  men,  till  Rogers,  favored  by  tlio  dusk  of  tlie 
evening.formed  an  ambuscade  upon  his  own  track 
and  fell  upon  the  enemy  when  they  Iciist  expected 
it ;  by  this  stroke  he  put  an  end  to  farther  pur- 
suit and  annoyance  from  their  foes.  For  about 
ten  days  the  detachment  kept  together  till  they 
had  passed  the  eastern  side  of  Lake  Memphre- 
magog.  Their  sufferings  now  beg.m  to  Ik'  severe, 
not  only  from  the  excessive  faii^ues  they  had  en- 
dured, but  from  hunger.  Their  provisions  were 
expended  and  they  were  at  a  distance  from  any 
place  of  relief. 

Here  Rogers  divided  his  detachment  into 
small  com.pames,  and  having  ordered  them  all  to 
assemble  at  the  mouth  of  the  up;>er  Ainonusuck 
River,  where  he  expected  to  find  food,  sent  them 
on  their  march.    After  a  jounicy  of  several  days 


ace  the  skeletons  of 
two  persons  were  discovered  in  the  earth  toii-etber. 
These  probably  were  the  remains  of  some  of  Rog- 
ers's men  who  perished  in  Bamet. 

Lervey  also  said  that  he  and  some  others,  in 
order  to  have  a  better  chance  to  find  game,  left  the 
Connecticut  River  and  went  thi'oagh  the  woods 
and  came  upon  Wells  River  about  two  miles 
above  its  mouth.  They  killed  a  bear  and  some 
small  £rame,  so  that  none  of  his  party  perished. 

The  following  account,  taken  from' Major  Rog- 
ers's journals,  gives  many  interesting  particulars, 
though  it  seems  to  differ  in  a  few  unimportant 
points  from  the  histories  from  which  the  preceding 
account  is  taken  :  — 

Maj.  Rogers  writes  to  Gen.  Amherst,  Xovem- 
W^r  5,  1759,  "  It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  the 
crrivf  and  consternation  of  those  of  us  who  came  to 
Cohassc  Inten-ales.  Upon  our  arrival  there,  after 


so  many  days'  tedious  march,  over  steep,  rockv 

Ko^^^T,-      ^         X.  1   ,       ■  ^     "I'^^nt'iins,  or  through  wet,  dirty  swamps,  with 

he  and  his  party  reached  the  appomted  place  of  the  terrible  attendants  of  fatigue  and  hunger,  we 

found  that  here  was  no  relief  for  us.  where  we  had 
eneouragcd  ourselves  that  we  should  find  it,  and 
have  our  distresses  alleviated.  Notwithstanding 


meeting,  having  come  on  the  Pa-sumpsic  River, 
which  they  descended. 

In  the  mean  time,  by  order  of  Gen.  Amherst, 
Samuel  Stevens  and  three  others  pro.e<Mcd  t>o:n  ,  the  officer  I  dispatched  to  tho  general,  discharged 
Charlestown,  N.  IL,  up  Connecticut  River,  with  I  his 


two  canoes  laden  with  provisions 
on  Round  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Pa^sumpsi.. 
River,  where  they  encamped  for  tho  ni-ht;  but 
hearing  the  report  of  guns  in  tlie  morninir,  and 
supposing  Indians  were  in  the  vieiniry.  they  Wi^re 
80  terrified  that  they  reloaded  their  provisions  and 
hastened  back  to  Charles towni. 

Their  fearful  misapprehensions  wej-e  soon  fol- 
lowed by  fatal  consequences.  Rogers  and  his 
men  encamped  the  same  ni^rht  a  few  mile-:  up  the 
Passumpsic,  the  mouth  of  v/hich  river  tf 


ed  about  noon  the  next  day,  and  discovered  tire  on  j  1 

dovert<>it 


tru-st  with  great  expedition,  and  in  nine  davs 
They  innded  I  arrived  at  Crown  Point,  which  was  one  hundred 
miles  through  the  wilderness ;  and  the  general, 
without  <lelay,  sent  Lieut.  Stevens  to  Number 
Four,  with  orders  to  take  provisions  up  the  river 
to  the  place  I  had  appointed,  and  there  wait  so 
long  as  there  w.a.s  any  hopes  of  my  returning ;  vet 
the  officer  that  was  sent,  being  an  indolent  fellow, 
tarrie<l  at  the  place  but  two  days,  when  ho  re- 
turned, taking  all  the  provisions  with  him,  about 
two  hours  before  our  arrival.  Finding  a  fresh 
fire  burning  in  his  camp,  I  tired  guns  to  brin-j 


lev  rearft- 


^      ,T  ,     T  rr       ,        -  '^'^t>k,  which  guns  he  heard,  but  would  not 

RotindWand.  lie  made  a  ratt  and  na^.ed  overt.>  it.  !  n-turn.  supposing  w.  were  the  enemy.    Our  di.- 
butto  his  surpn.e  and  disa|,pointment  discovered  !  tivss  on  this  occasion 
tliat  no  provisions  had  been  left. 


His  men 


was  truly  inexpressible. 


,     ...  ,.    ,  j '^"rt^pints,  greatly  depressed  by  the  huntrer  and 

.so  di.herirtened  by  th>.  discovery  that  a  consid- !  fatigues  wo  had  ah-.  a.'v  suff-rcd,  now  almost  cn- 
crub.c  nu!u  .er  ot  thc:n  died  before  the  next  day.  |  tirely  sank  within  us,  seeing  no  i-esoiircc  left,  nor 
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any  reasonahlo  hope  t!iat  wo  slioulvl  escape  a  most 
niisi'nible  death  by  faiuiao.  At  k-ii^rth  Icanic  to 
a  resolution  to  push  as  fast  as  possible  towards 
Number  Four,  leavini;  the  remains  of  my  party, 
now  uuablo  to  march  further,  to  ;:et  such  ^\Tetch- 
cd  subsistenco  as  the  barrcTi  wiUlcniess  could 
alTord,  till  I  could  get  relief  to  tliem,  which  I  en- 
gaged to  do  within  ten  days.  I  taught  Lieut. 
Grant,  the  commander  of  the  party,  the  use  and 
method  of  preparing  ground-nuts  and  lily  roots, 
which  being  cleaned  and  boiled,  will  serso  to  pre- 
serve life.  I,  with  Capt.  Ogdcn  and  one  ranger 
afld  a  captive  Indian  l)oy,  embarked  upon  a  raft 
we  had  made  of  dry  pine-trees.  The  current  car- 
ried us  down  the  stream  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  where  we  endeavored  to  keep  our  -wretched 
vessel  by  such  paddles  as  we  'had  made  out  of 
small  trees  or  spii-es  split  and  hewed. 

"  The  second  day  we  reached  White  River 
Falls,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  carried 
over  them  by  the  current.  Our  little  remains 
of  strength,  however,  enabled  us  to  land  and  to 
march  by  them.  At  the  bottom  of  these  falls, 
while  Capt.  Ogden  and  the  ranger  hunted  for 
red  squirrels  for  a  refreshment,  who  had  likewise 
the  good  fortune  to  kill  a  partridge,  I  attempted 
the  forming  of  a  new  raft  for  onr  funher  convey- 
ance. Being  unable  to  cut  down  trees,  I  burnt 
them  down  and  then  bm-nt  them  off  at  proper 
lengths.  This  was  our  third  day's  work  after 
leaving  our  companions.  The  next  day  we  trot 
our  materials  together  and  completed  our  raft 
and  floated  with  the  stream  again  till  we  came  to 
Otta  Quechee  Falls,  which  are  about  lifry  yards 
in  length.  Here  we  landed,  and  by  a  withe  made 
of  hazel-bushes,  Capt.  Ogden  held  the  raft  till  I 
went  to  the  bottom,  prepared  to  swim  and  board 
it  when  it  came  down,  and,  if  possible,  to  paddle 
it  ashore,  this  being  the  only  resource  for  life,  as 
we  were  not  able  to  make  a  third  raft  in  case  we 
had  lost  this.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  suc- 
ceed, and  the  next  morning  we  embarked  and 
floated  down  the  stream  to  within  a  small  distance 
of  Number  Four,  where  we  found  some  men  cut- 
ting timber,  who  gave  us  tlie  first  relief  and  as- 
sisted us  to  the  fort,  whence  I  dispatched  a  canoe 
■with  provisions,  which  reached  the  men  at  Co- 
hasse  four  days  after,  which,  airreeable  to  my 
engagement,  was  the  tenth  day  after  I  left  them. 
Two  days  after,  my  arrival  at  Number  Four,  I 
went  up  the  river  myself,  -with  other  canoes 
loaded  with  provisions  for  the  relief  of  othera  of  my 
party  that  might  be  comincr  on  that  way,  liavini:: 
hired  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  assist  me  in  this 
affair.  I  likewise  sent  expresses  to  Tembroke 
and  Concord  upon  the  Merrimack  River,  that  any 
who  should  straggle  that  way  might  bo  assisted, 
and  provisions  were  sent  up  said  rivers  accord- 
ingly." 

Having  returned  from  his  expedition  up  the 
river,  Maj.  Rogers  wait<  d  for  his  men  at  Number 
Four,  and  havini;  collected  iw.d  n  f  eshed  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  force,  ho  maiched  to  Crown 


Point,  where  he  arrived  December  I,  1759,  and 
joined  the  aniiy  under  Gen.  Amherst.  Upon 
examination  he  found  that  after  leav  ing  the  smok- 
ing ruins  of  St.  Francis  ho  had  lost  three  lieuten- 
ants and  forty-six  sergeants  and  privates. 

Tliis  expedition,  though  it  proved  extremely 
dangerous  and  fatiguing  to  the  men  engaged  in 
j  it,  produced  a  deep  impression  on  the  enemy,  car- 
I  r\-ing  consternation  and  alarm  into  the  heart  of 
I  Canada,  and  convincing  the  Indians  that  the  re- 
I  taliation  of  vengeance  was  now  come  upon  them. 
I  Newbury  was  chartered  May  8,  1703,  and  set- 
j  tied  in  1764.  Some  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe  of 
j  Indians  returned  to  the  Coos,  where  they  lived  and 
died,  and  their  families  became  extinct.  One  of 
these  was  Capt.  John,  who  had  been  a  note-ii 
chief  of  the  St.  Francis  tribe.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Braddock's  defeat,  and  used  to  relate 
j  how  he  shot  a  British  officer,  after  the  ofBeer  had 
I  knocked  him  down  ;  and  how  he  tried  to  shcK>t 
I  young  Wasliington,  but  could  not  succeed.  He 
was  a  fierce  and  cruel  Indian,  and  had  repeatedly 
used  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knixe  upon  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  and 
I  New  Hampshire.  TVTien  excited  by  ardent  s[.ir- 
j  its,  he  took  a  fiendish  satisfaction  in  relathig  his 
I  cruel  and  savage  deeds,  particularly  his  bloody 
j  barbarities  in  torturing  and  killing  captive  fe- 
I  males,  whose  cries  of  distress  he  imitated,  to  make 
j  sport.  He  was,  however,  a  firm  friend  of  the 
j  American  colonies.  During  the  revolutionary 
i  war  he  received  a  captain's  commission,  raised  a 
^  part  of  a  company  of  Indians  and  marched  with 
I  the  New  England  companies  against  Burgoyne. 
I  One  of  his  sons,  in  1777,  fought  near  Fort  inde- 
;  pendence,  under  the  command  of  CapL  Thomas 
I  Johnston  of  Newbury. 

I  Captain  Joe  was  another  of  these  Indians.  His; 
j  disposition  was  mild.  He  hated  the  British,  and 
!  rejoiced  in  the  success  of  the  American  colonies, 
j  Accompanied  with  his  wife,  Molly,  he  used  to 
j  hunt  in  this  county.  His  name  was  given  to 
j  Joe's  Pond,  on  the  western  border  of  this  county, 
j  and  once  belonged  to  it ;  and  to  the  stream  wLitJi 
j  issues  out  of  it  and  empties  into  Passumpsic 
j  in  Barnet,  where  it  is  sometimes  called  ilerrii's 
!  River.  Her  name  was  given  to  Molly's  Pond  in 
i  Cabot,  wliich  until  lately  belonLfcd  to  rhis  county, 
j  During  the  revolutionary  war,  he  with  ^lolly 
visited  Gen.  Washington  at  his  head-<iuarters  on 
I  the  Hudson  River,  and  was  received  with  marked 
j  attention.  When  he  became  old  and  unable  to 
j  support  himself,  the  legislature  of  Vermont 
i  granted  him  a  pensi(m  of  570  animally. 
j  The  war  with  the  French  in  Canada  and  the 
I  dread  of  the  Indians  retarded  the  settlements  on 
the  Connecticut  River. 

In  1760,  no  towns  were  chartered  and  no  settle- 
ments made  on  that  river  nonh  of  Charle^town, 
j  N.  H.,  75  miles  below  this  county.  But  after  the 
j  (  Mnrajfo  and  power  of  the  Indians  were  destroyed 
i  by  p.  (j^crs's  daring  expedition  in  1759,  and  the 
I  termination  of  the  war  with  the  French  colonica 
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iu  Canadji  in  1760,  the  rtcttlenicnta  on  the  Con-  [  The  first  mills  erccttvl  in  the  courity  were  a  saw- 
nectifut  Kiver  rapidly  inorcasod.  I  mill  and  gristmill  built  by  Col.  lliird  of  IIavc.T- 

In  1760,  Samuol  Stevens  was  cmjiloyc^l  by  a  I  hill,  N.  II.,  in  1771,  at  the  Falls  on  Steven.s'.s  liiv- 
land  company  to  cxploiv  tliis  part  of  the  counny,  I  it  iu  Bamet,  by  a  contract  with  Enos  Stovi-ns, 
to  find  out  the  best  lands  for  settlement.  He,  with  i  <>no  of  the  jrrantee.s  of  the  town,  fur  one  hundtc*! 
a  few  others,  bei;an  at  the  month  of  White  Kiver  |  acres  of  land  lyin-j:  on  the  Connecticut  liiver,  and 
and  proceeded  up  the  Connecticut  Kiver  tiil  tiiey  j  runiiinir  back  half  a  mile  and  cnclosiiii:  the  Fails  ; 
came  to  the  head  bninches  of  Union  Kiver,  which  I  Stevens,  however,  furnishing  the  mill-irons  on 
rise  in  the  southern  part  of  this  county  and  not  I  the  spot. 

many  miles  from  the  Connecricnt.  Thence  tliev  |  In  1774,  a  line  was  run  from  Connecticut  Rivor 
went  down  Onion  River  to  Lake  Chaninlain.  j  in  Barnet  throu-h  Feacham  to  Mi^siqne  Bay  un 
Then  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Lamoille  Kiver,  j  Lake  Champlain,  which  was  of  great  use  to  our 
they  proceeded  up  that  stream  to  its  head  liranchcs  I  scouts  and  to  deserters  from  the  enemy  during 
in  the  western  part  of  this  county,  through  which  i  the  revolutionary  war.  On  this  line,  in  March, 
they  passed  to  the  Connecticut  Kiver.  j  1776,  several  companies  belonging  to  Col.  Bee- 

In  1761,  no  less  than  sixt}- towns  on  the  west,  j  del's  regiment  marched  to  Canada  on  snow- 
and  eighteen  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut,  I  shoes. 

were  chartered.  Afterthisjx'riod  Kiiiah  King,  with  j  Early  in  the  spring  of  1776,  Gen.  Bailey  of 
a  party,  surveyed  the  towns  north  of  Weils  Kiver.  i  Newbury  was  or(lere<l  to  open  a  road  from  Xew- 

The  towns  tirst  chartered  in  this  part  of  the  i  bury  in  Orange  County,  beginning  at  the  mouth 
county  were  New  Harnnshire  Grant.s.  Bonnincr  I  of  Wells  River,  which  empties  into  the  Connccti- 
Wentworth,  governor  of  that  province,  cliartered  !  cut  River  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  county, 
Ryegate,  September  8,  17G.3  ;  Barnct,S-'ivtem!>er  j  to  mn  through  the  wilderness  to  St.  Johns,  for 
16,  1763,  and  Peacham,  Dccem'KT  .31,  17n."5.        jthc  purpose  of  facilitating  the  conveyance  of 

Bamet  was  the  first  town  in  the  couTuv  that  was  j  troops  and  pro\isions  into  Canada.  He  had 
settled.  Its  first  settlors  were  from  the  Xew  Enir-  i  opened  the  road  six  miles  above  Peacham,  when 
land  settlements.  Jacob,  Elijah,  and  Daniel  i  the  news  anived  that  the  American  army  had  re- 
Hall  and  Jonathan  Fowler  settled  in  Baniet,  I  treated  from  Canada,  and  the  undertaking  was 
March  4,  1770.    The  first  house  erectt-d  in  the  i  abandoned.  But  in  1799  Gen.  Hazen  was  ordered 


county  was  built  by  the  Halls,  at  the  fiM)t  of  the 
falls  on  the  north  side  of  Stevens  River  in  Bamet, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Elijah  Hall,  was  the  lirst 


to  Peacham  with  part  of  a  regiment  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  was  said,  of  completing  the  road  begun 
bv  Gen.  Bailey,  so  that  an  armv  might  be  sent 


child  bom  in  the  county,  and  Bamet  Fowler,  sou  I  through  for  the  reduction  of  Canada.  But  this 
of  Jonathan  Fowler,  was  probably  the  first  male  |  was  probably  a  feint  for  dividing  the  enemy  and 
bora  in  the  county.  In  Octolx^r,  1 77-3,  there  I  preventing  them  from  sending  their  whole  force 
were  fifteen  families  in  town,  and  iu  177.')  it  b^^'j^an  j  up  Lake  Cliamplain.  Gen.  Hazen,  however, 
to  be  rapidly  settled  by  emigrants  from  Scot-  i  continued  the  road  fifty  miles  above  Peacham, 
land,  who  soon  composed  the  crreat  majority  of  \  through  the  towns  of  Cabot,  "Walden,  Hardwick, 
the  inhabitants.  In  1773,  emiirrants  fix'm  Scot- j  (ireensl)oro',  Craftsbtiry,  Albany,  and  Lowell, 
land  began  to  settle  in  Ryegate,  havinir  purchased  I  and  it  terminated  at  a  remarkable  notch  in  the 
the  south  half  of  the  town.  The  most  of  the  in- 1  mountain  in  Westfield.  He  erected  block-houses 
habitants  were  Scotch,  who  settletJ  in  difi'rrent  i  at  Peacham  and  other  places  along  the  road, 
parts  of  the  town.  The  first  inhabitants  of  the  '  which  to  this  day  is  called  the  "  Hazen  Road," 
town,  however,  were  Aaron  Hosmer  and  his  ;  and  the  notch  where  it  terminated  is  known  as 
family,  who  had  camped  on  the  Cunneeticut  •  "  Hazen's  Notch."  This  road  was  of  great  ad- 
River,  two  miles  above  "Wells  River.  In  the  ;  vantage  to  the  settlers  after  the  revolutionary 
spring  of  1775,  Jonathan  E'kins  came  to  IV-ach- !  war. 

am,  to  the  lot  he  had  pitched  in  1774.  Dnnville  !  But  it  appears  from  a  letter  written  by  Gen. 
was  chartered  October  27,  17^4,  and  a  few  years  j  Whitelaw  to  his  father  and  the  company  in  Scot- 
afterwards  was  rapidly  settled.  Dr.  Arnold,  of  i  hind,  and  dated  Feb.  7,  1774,  that  a  road  from 
St.  Johnsbury,  procured  the  cham^rs  of  fh;it  town  j  Connecticut  River  to  Lake  Champlain  and 
and  Lyndon,  Burke,  and  Billnn*^ad  (nuw  Sut-  i  Canada  had  been  designed,  and  the  opening  of 
ton),  and  named  them  for  his  tour  t«<KM-.  John,  i  it  had  commenced  at  that  early  period,  which 
LNTidon,  Burke,  and  William.  Jt-'hn.  h<»ivcver,  ;  was  probably  designed  to  facilitate  the  settlement 
was  dead.  His  father  snifitt"l  his  nnvio  and  :  (-f  the  country.  As  this  letter  was  written  soon 
called  the  to^vn  nanKHl  tor  him  .v  ./>^h>!-h!)rv.*  after  the  settlement  of  the  county  had  com- 
Rycgate,  Bamet,  and  Peacham,  the  towns  first  nu  naHl,  and  as  it  contain.s  many  interesting  piir- 
chartercd  in  the  county,  were  settled  U  fow  the  '  ticulars,  wo  quote  it  at  length, 
revolutionary  war.    The  n>-t  of  the  t..\'.  n-;  in  tlu^  i 

county  were  chartered  by  the  State  of  Vermont  "  Ryegate,  I eb.  7,  17*4. 

between  17S0and  17'.>0,  "We  have  now  built  a  house  and  live  very 

comfortably,  thoucrh  we  are  not  tronblcd  mn-'h 
*  See  St.  Johnsbury  chapter  on  tliis  point.  Ed.      I  with  our  neighbors,  having  one  family  about  half 
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a  mile  from  us,  anotlier  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 
two  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  — one  ah»)V(i  and 
the  other  below  us.  In  the  township  above  us 
(Barnct)  tlierc  are  about  liftcen  families,  and  in 
the  townsliip  below  (Newbury),  about  sixty, 
wliero  they  have  a  jrood  Presbyterian  minister, 
whoso  meeting-house  is  about  six  miles  from  us. 
There  is  as  yet  no  minister  above  us,  thouirh 
there  are  some  few  settlers  sixty  miles  beyond 
us,  on  the  river  (Connecticut).  There  are  no 
settlers  to  the  west  of  us  till  you  come  to  Lake 
Charaplain,  which  is  upwards  of  sixty  miles. 
There  is  a  road  now  beirun  to  be  cut  from  Con- 
necticut Uiver  to  the  Lake,  which  goes  through  the 
middle  of  our  purchase,  and  is  re;i5oned  to  l^e  a 
considerable  advantage  to  us,  as  it  will  l)C  the  chief 
post-road  to  Canada.  We  are  extremely  well 
pleased  with  our  situation,  as  the  ground  on  a  sec- 
ond view  is  better  than  we  expected,  and  we  live 
in  a  place  where  we  can  have  a  pretty  good  piice 
for  the  products  of  the  earth.  The  ordinary  price 
of  provisions  are  as  follows  :  Wheat,  four  shil- 
lings per  bushel ;  barley,  the  same  ;  oats,  rye,  and 
Indian  com,  from  one  to  two  shillings  ;  pease  four 
shillings  and  sixpence ;  all  sterling,  and  all  the 
English  bushel ;  and  the  soil  here  produces  these 
in  perfection,  besides  water  and  muskmelons,  cu- 
cumbers, potatoes,  squashes,  pumpkins,  turnips, 
parsnips,  caiTots,  onions,  and  all  garden  vegeta- 
bles in  the  greatest  plenty  and  perfection.  They 
have  also  excellent  flax,  which  they  sell  at  four 
and  a  half  pence  sterling  per  pound,  when  swin- 
gled, which  is  sixpence  lawful  money,  at  Boston, 
in  which  they  commonly  reckon,  as  most  of  the 
trade  here  is  with  that  part  of  New  England. 
Beef  sells  here  at  one  and  three  fourths  pence  per 
pound,  pork  at  four  and  one  half  to  sixpence, 
mutton  from  two  to  three  pence,  butter  and 
cheese  from  five  to  six  pence ;  all  :terliug  and  all 
by  the  English  pound.  These  are  the  real 
prices  of  provisions  here,  and  what  we  ourselves 
pay  for  all  these  articles;  and  as  they  have 
great  demand  for  these  things  in  the  sea[)ort 
towns  to  the  eastward,  the  price  will  continue. 
This  country  seems  to  be  extraordinarily  well 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  as  it  is  all  cov- 
ered with  excellent  grass  where  it  is  cleared,  and 
even  in  many  places  in  the  woods.  As  batter 
and  cheese  here  sell  at  a  good  price,  a  good  dairy 
here  might  be  a  very  profitable  business.  Though 
this  is  a  new  country  we  have  every  necessary 
of  life  at  the  above  prices.  We  liave  a  grist- 
mill witliin  six  miles  of  us,  and  a  sawmill 
within  two  and  a  half.  We  know  nothinu:  of 
the  hardships  of  settling  a  new  place,  for  the 
first  settlers  in  the  to^vn  lx}low,  only  ton  yeai-s 
ago,  had  not  a  neighbor  nearer  than  sixty  miles, 
and  no  road  but  throuirh  the  wootls,  and  tfie 
nearest  mill  was  one  huu.lrod  and  twenty  miles 
down  the  nver.  The  people  hero  are  hospitable, 
social,  and  decent.  One  thing  I  know,  that  here 
ilxcy  are  very  strict  in  keeping  the  .Sublt:i.th. 
The  winter  hero  is  far  from  being  what  I  ex- 


pected, for  though  it  freezes  sometimes  pretty 
severely,  yet  it  is  not  very  cold.  The  weather  is 
commonly  clear  and  settled." 

Banict,  Ryegato,  and  Peacham  being  New 
Hampshire  grants,  were  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy with  New  York,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  declaring  Vermont  independent,  and 
establishing  its  government. 

These  three  towns  were  settled  but  a  few  years 
before  the  revolutionary  war  cominenccd,  no 
other  towns  in  the  county  having  been  settleJ  till 
some  years  after  the  inde{)en(lence  of  the  United 
States  was  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain. 
Though  feeble  frontier  settlements,  they  contrib- 
uted according  to  their  ability  to  establish  that 
independence.  In  1777,  when  there  was  a  gen- 
eral call  on  that  part  of  the  country  for  soldiers, 
they  sent  armed  men  to  Saratoga,  where  they 
had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  sun-ender  of 
Burgoyne  and  liis  army.  Afterwards  they  raised 
militia  to  guard  the  frontier,  sent  soldiers  to  the 
American  army,  and  furnished  provisions  accord- 
ing to  their  ability. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  passed  an  act, 
!  Feb.  2S,  1782,  to  raise  three  hundred  able-bodied 
I  men  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  the  men  for 
I  Col.  Johnston's  regiment  were  to  meet  at  his 
I  house  in  Newbury,  March  I,  1782.  The  board 
'  of  war,  under  this  act,  required  two  men  from 
i  this  County,  —  one  from  Ryegate  and  another 
i  from  Bamet. 

i    For  the  support  of  the  troops  raised  by  Ver- 
j  mont  during  the  revolutionary  war,  the  Icgisla- 
i  turc  pas-ed  an  act,  October  27, 1781,  to  levy  on  the 
I  polls  and  rafa')le  estate  of  that  year  a  provision 
j  tax  of  twenty  ounces  of  wheat  flour,  and  six 
1  ounces  of  rye  flour,  and  also  ten  ounces  of  beef, 
I  and  six  ounces  of  pork  without  bone  except 
j  backbone  and  ribs  ;  and  in  1782  another  act  was 
passed  to  low  a  provision  tax  on  the  to^^'ns,  by 
which  three  towns  in  the  county  were  taxed  as 
follows,  viz :  — 

Salted  Indian 
Flour.     Beef.     Fork.    Coiu.  Kye. 
Pounds.  Pound?.  Pounds.  Buf-hels.  Buihels. 
Rvegate,    1,S00       GOO       300       54  12 
Barnct,        750       250       125       24  12 
Peacham      750       250       125       24  12 


3,300  1,100 


550  lOG 


As  these  towns  hoA  not  ftdly  fLiniislied  theso 
provisions,  the  legislature  passed  an  act,  Feb.  22, 
1783,  "  to  remit  all  the  aiTcars  of  taxes  (except 
land  taxes)  due  from  Peaciiam.  lianiet,  and  Rve- 
gate, and  laid  on  sai  I  towns  U  f  iro  the  session  in 
October,  1782,  as  these  towns  lie  so  detached  from 
the  firm  citizens  of  this  State,  as  that  they  cannot 
be  sai.l  properly  to  have  been  within  the  protec- 
tion and  to  have  received  tlie  i)'Mirfit  cf  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State."  The  oth.-r  towns  in  this 
county  began  to  bo  settled  about  the  time  of  ilio 
foiTnation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
i  States,  in  1787  ;  and  their  settlement  rapidly 


269 


VERMONT  mSTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


incTcas-a  in  1780,  when  tlic  lirst  Conirrcs.s  met 
and  (ron.  Wasluiip;ton  was  inan^urafi'd  Pmsidcnt; 
in  1790.  when  the  lou^  iierro  coiurovorHy  with 
New  York  was  amicably  uiljustod,  and  in  1791 
when  Vermont  was  admitted  as  one  of  the 
United  States.  All  the  towns  in  the  county 
were  settled  before  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  county  wiis  called  "Caledonia," — tlui 
ancient  Roman  name  of  Scotland, — out  of 
regard  for  the  emigrants  from  that  countr\-,  who 
had  purchased  largo  tracts  of  land  in  the 
county,  and  had  large  and  flourishing  settlements 


mantown.  It  is  said  that  he  was  an  aidecar.ip 
to  Gen.  Washin-jton. 

Gen.  James  Whitelaw,  of  Ryegate,  was  an 
emigrant  from  Scotland,  being  sent  out  as  nn 
agent  to  purchiuse  a  largo  body  of  land  for  "  The 
Scots  American  Company "  of  Renfrewshire, 
comj^oscd  of  140  members,  most  of  whom  were 
farmers,  for  whom  ho  purchased,  in  177.3,  the 
south  half  of  Ryegate,  from  Dr.  Witherspoon, 
at  the  price  of  "  three  shillings  York  money  " 
per  acre.  He  was  a  surveyor  by  profession, 
and  was  appointed  by  the  surveyor-general  of 


in  Bamet  and  Ryegate,  and  who  wt-rc  distiu- 1  Vermont,  deputy  surveyor  from  1778  to  October, 
guished  for  their  intelligence,  integrity,  enter- 1  1786.    After  his  term  he  was  annually  elected 
prise,  industry,  and  patriotism,  as  well  as  for  " 
their  religious   character.     They  favored  the 


by  the  legislature  surveyor-general  of  Ver- 
mont till  1 796.    He  surveyed  a  large  majority 


cause  of  American  independence,  and  some  of  \  of  town  lines  in  the  State,  and  a  number  of 


them  serv-ed  in  the  revolutionary  nrrav.  They 


to^^^ls 


he  surveyed  into  lots,  and  drew  the  maps 


supported  Vermont  in  the  declaration  of  her  |  By  John  Adams,  President  of  the  United  States, 
independence  and  the  formation  of  her  constiru-  j  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  commissioners 
tion,  in  trv-ing  circumstances,  which  called  for  to  execute,  within  the  State  of  Vermont,  an 
the  highest  exercise  of  the  greatest  wisdom,  for- ;  of  Congress,  passed  July  9,  1798 

They  organized  a  church  i  for  the  valuation  of  lands  and  dwelling-hou 


act 

to  provide 
es 


titude,  and  p.atriotism 

and  settled  a  clergyman  long  before  any  other  |  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves  within  the  United 
church  was  founded,  or  any  other  clerg%-man  i  States."    In  1796,  he  published  a  large,  bcauri- 
waa  installed  in  the  county.    Some  of  Caledo- 1  fal,  and  correct  map  of  Vennont,  which  he 
were  appointed  by  the  k-islature  of  j  aftcr^vards  improved  and  republished. 

i  ,    ,       Col.  Alexander  Harvey  was  another  emigrant 

from  Scotland,  being  sent  as  the  agent  of  "  The 
Farmers'  Company,  of  Perthshire  and  Sterling- 


nia  s  sons 

Vermont  to  high  and  re-pon-ibic  ofriecs,  which 
they  held  for  many  years,  with  cnilit  to  them- 
selves and  bcnetit  to  the  State  and  county. 

Rev.  John  Withcrspoon,  D.I).,  an  emiu'rant 
from  Scotland,  o\\^led  a  lan^-e  tract  of  land  in 
Ryegate,  and  his  intluencc  contributed  largelv  t(» 


>\ur(},"  to  purcliase  a  tract  to  be  settled  by  them. 
In  1774,  he  purchased  for  the  Company  7,000 
acres  in  the  southwest  part  of  Barnet,  the  price 


the  early  setiloment  of  the  county  by  his  country- 1  being  fourteen  pence  sterling  (about  twenty-five 
men.  He  was  a  descendant  of  John  Knox,  the  \  cents)  an  acre.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
famous  Scottish  Retormer,  by  his  danirhter,  j  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  State 
the  wife  of  John  Welch,  another  reformer  of  |  and  the  formation  of  its  constitntion  and  o-ov- 
Scotland.  He  was  president  of  Princeton  Col- j  oniment,  having  been  a  member  of  the  conven- 
lege  m  New  .Jersey,  and  was  an  able  advocate  of  I  tions  of  1777,  and  all  the  sessions  of  the  le-is- 
American  independence.     He  was  a  memlx^r  i  hiture.  till  1788.  and  also  a  member  of  the 


of  Congress  for  six  years,  and  evinced  his  pat- j  Constitutional  Convention  of  1791. 


riotism  by  strenuously  urc 


He 


,  mg  Con-ress  to  adopt  t  appointed  Associate  Judge  of  Orange  Countv,  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  be  him-  I  1781,  which  otTice  he  held  till  1794.  The  iov- 
self  readily  signed.    He  was  appoiuttnl  by  C,.n- :  ernment  gave  him  a  commission  to  build  a  fort 


in-  ; 

gress  on  ditforent  important  committees.     lie  i 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  bv  I 
Congress  to  repair  to  Vermont  and  endeavor  to  ! 
obtain  a  settlement  of  the  matters  in  di-r-uto  ! 
between  that  State  and  New  York,  an<l  came 
to  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  had  an  interview  with  i 
Gov.  Chittenden  immediately  after  his  appoint- 
ment.    His  able,  humorous,  witty,  and  sare.i--ti<- 
■WTitings  were  greatly  subservient  to  the  cnu-e  of 
religion  and  civil  liberty.    That  he  wa.s  an  emi- 
nent divine  is  shown  by  hLs  excellent  f^ermon'^. 
which  he  printed,  and  the  admirable  pu!»Iif:uions 
ot   Congress,  calling  on  their  con.-tituent.s  to 
seasons  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Janies,  hi-;  eldest  son,  settled  in  the  north  f  ;irt 
«»f  RycL^ate,  where  bo  remained  ncnrly  two  yt  ar-», 
but  by  his  father's  eolieitation  he  j'-iiud  t!-<' 
American  army,  in  v/hieh  he  ntt:i;n  d  tl.  >  r.-ik 
of  major.    Ho  was  killed  at  the  b.utlo  of  Ger- 


on  Onion  or  Lamoille  River,  which  he  declined 
to  accept. 

The  etnigrants  from  Scotland,  in  Bamet  and 
Rye-ate,  were  distinguished  for  religious  knowl- 
edge, bt,>ing  well  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. They  observed  daily  the  Avorship'of  God 
in  their  families,  and  were  careful  to  bring  up 
tiieir  children  "in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord."  They  strictly  snnctitied  the  Sab- 
!>arh,  an.l  loved  the  house  of  God.  Feeling  the 
want  of  the  public  ordinances  of  religion,  they 
made  stn-nuous  endeavors,  before  and  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  to  obtain  them,  ai^d  after 
n-jM  iited  ctfurtH  they  succeeded.  During  the 
r.  volu:i..)nary  war  and  before  and  after  it,  several 
cleri/ymen,  most  of  whom  were  Presbyterians. 
■  uiil  emi-rrants  from  Scotland  came  and  preachcil  * 
;n  the^e  two  town-:.  Rev.  Peter  Powers,  wb.o 
wad  settled  in  Newburv  from  1765  to  1784  was 
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pn)b;»bly  the  first  clorfrjTnan  wlio  preached  in 
this  county.  Dr.  Withoi-.->poon  vi.-itotl  Bariiet 
and  Uye;;!ito  two  or  tlircc  tiini\s  and  preached 
and  baptized.  On  one  ot*  these  occa.sions  he 
Txxlc  the  saddle  on  which  Ids  son  sat  at  the  battle 
of  Gonuantown,  and  which  bore  the  inari<  of  the 
ball  which  killed  him.  The  first  visit  was  prob- 
ably in  1775,  and  in  17S2  he  returned.  Uev. 
Thomas  Clark,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  preached  here 
in  1775,  and  afterwards  returned  two  or  three 
times.  Rev.  Robert  Annan,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
preached  in  these  parts  first  in  1784,  then  in 
17S5,  in  which  year  Rev.  Da\id  Annan  came 
and  preached.  Rev.  John  Houston,  of  Bedfonl, 
N.  H.,  first  visited  these  towns  in  the  latter  part 
of  1785,  and  returned  in  1787,  and  remained  a 
year.  In  1784,  the  town  of  Bamet  voted  unani- 
mously "  to  choose  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
religious  worship,  founded  upon  the  word  of 
God,  as  expressed  in  the  confession  of  faith,  cate- 
chisms, larger  and  shorter,  with  the  fonn  of  Pres- 
byterian church  government  agreed  upon  by  the 
assembly  of  divines  at  Westminster,  and  prac- 
tised by  the  church  of  Scotland."  In  17S7,  the 
town  and  church  of  Bamet  sent  a  joint  petition 
to  the  Associate  Presbyterian  Spiod  in  Scotland, 
for  a  minister,  offering  to  pay  the  expense  of  his 
passage  to  this  country.  They  were  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Associate  Presbyteiy  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  informed  that  two  clergymen  had  been 
sent  out  to  that  Presbytery,  to  wliich  they  made 
application,  in  consequence  of  which  Rev. 
Thomas  Beveridge,  of  Cambridge,  Washington 
Cotmty,  N.  Y.,  came  and  preached  in  1789,  and 
returned  in  1790.  In  consequence  of  application 
to  that  Presbytery,  Rev.  David  Goodwillie  came 
in  the  autumn  of  1789,  and  continued  his  minis- 
terial labors  in  Bamet  and  Ryegate  till  Febmary, 
1790,  in  wliich  year  a  imanimous  call  was  given 
to  him  to  become  their  pastor,  Ryegate  receiving 
a  sixth,  part  of  his  pastoral  labors.  In  this  call 
the  town  of  Bamet  concurred.  In  September, 
1790,  Mr.  Goodwillie  returned  and  was  settled 
as  the  minister  of  the  to^vn  and  pastor  of  the 
chtirch.  While  yet  a  student  in  liis  native  land, 
he  was  a  friend  to  the  American  coloi.ies  stmg- 
gling  for  their  liberties.  August  2,  1830,  he 
died,  honored  and  lamented,  having  Libored  suc- 
cessfully more  than  forty  years  in  the  county. 

A  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in 
Pcachara,  by  Rev.  Peter  Powers,  January  22, 
1784. 

The  Congregational  Church  in  Peacham  was 
formed  April  14, 1794.  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester 
was  settled  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Oct.  30, 
1799,  and  continued  his  labors  for  many  years. 
IIo  was  the  second  clerL^yinan  settled  in  the 
county. 

At  the  present  time  thero  are  ditn-rcnt  d"nonii- 
nations  of  Christians  in  tho  county,  the  Con-rre- 
pationalists.  Baptists,  and  Methodists  I)eing  the 
rno-t  nurnerons. 

Bible  and  missionary  societies  iiavo  existed  in 


the  county  for  many  years',  and  many  of  the 
n>ost  honorable,  useful,  and  iullueutial  persons 
have  become  members. 

Juno  14.  1785,  tlio  legislature  chartered  the 
town  of  Wlieeloi  k,  in  this  count\ ,  containing 
23,040  acres,  and  granted  it  to  the  President  and 
Trusti;es  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  Moore's 
Charity  School,  at  IJauover,  N.  il.  The  town 
was  called  Wheelock,  in  honor  of  Rev.  John 
Wheelock,  then  president  of  the  college. 

The  acadt  niy  of  Caled(»nia  County  was  chnr- 
tered  and  endowed  l)y  the  legislature,  and  estab- 
lished at  Peacham,  Oct.  27,  1795.  Alexander 
Harvey,  James  Whitelaw,  Jo.>iah  L.  Arnold, 
David  Goodwillie,  Daniel  Cahoon,  Horace 
Beardsly,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Benjamin  Sias, 
and  Jacob  Davis  were  appointed  trustei^s  by  the 
charter.  The  academy  is  a  hirge,  beautiful,  and 
commodious  edifice,  in  a  fine  situation,  command- 
ing a  view  of  the  White  Mountains  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  contains  a  good  library,  and  an 
extensive  philosophical  apparatus.  The  institu- 
tion, from  its  organization  to  the  present  time, 
has  been  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Flourishing 
academies  exist  also  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Danville, 
Lyndon,  and  Barnct,  with  large  and  elegant 
edifices. 

The  excellent  system  of  common  schools 
adopted  by  Vermont  is  in  successful  operation 
in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  held  its  session 
in  Danville,  the  county  seat,  from  Oct.  10  to 
Nov.  8,  1805. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  the  county 
was  printed  at  Peacham,  by  Amos  Farley  and 
Samuel  Goss,  It  was  called  "  The  Green 
Mountain  Patriot,"  and  commenced  in  Feb. 
1798,  and  continued  till  March,  1807.  "The 
North  Star,"  published  at  Danville,  commenced 
the  first  week  in  January,  1807,  and  still  con- 
tinues. 

For  many  years  the  Hazen  Road,  according  to 
its  original  design,  was  the  highway  for  settlers 
coming  into  the  county.  At  an  early  period  a 
branch  from  that  road  began  at  Col.  Harvey's 
residence  on  the  North  side  of  Harvey's  Moun- 
tain, in  Barnet,  and  ran  past  the  north  end  of 
Harvey's  Lake,  and  through  the  centre  of  that 
town  to  the  mouth  of  Joes  River,  and  was  after- 
wards extended  up  the  Passumpsic  to  St.  Johns- 
bury.  At  a  later  date  another  branch  from  the 
Hazen  Road  was  made  to  Danville. 

The  Passumpsic  Turnpike  Company  was 
incorporated  in  1805.  The  constniction  of  the 
road  commenced  in  1807  i:t  Joes  River,  and  in 
1808  it  was  made  to  Ryegate  line,  and  afterwards 
extended  to  Wells  River. 

The  Connecticut  and  PaiJKumpsic  rivers  Rail- 
road was  constructed  tVoin  White  River,  thronch 
Rvegate,  and  Barnet,  to  St.  J<ihns!)\irv  in  1850, 
and  was  extended  to  Barton,  Vt.,  in  1858. 

The  Agricultural  Society  of  the  county  has 
been  in  successful  operation  for  many  years,  and 
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it.s  aami:il  cxlii[)itioiia  fho\y  tliat  :i<rricuUuro  is  in 
a  very  Hom-isliiiijr  comlitiuii.  Iii.lood,  the  n<^vi- 
cultural  products  of  tlio  county  an>  u'rcatcr  than 
those  of  uiiy  other  county  in  tlio  United  Srutes, 
having  no  greater  popuhitiun.  It  is  famoiu  for 
citile,  sheep,  liorses,  &c.  Tho  Scotoli  were 
early  noted  for  making  excellent  butter.  It  is 
probable  that  no  better  butter  is  made  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Vn.st  quantities  are 
exported  from  tho  county  every  yrar.  to  Uoston, 
^vhere  it  always  brings  the  highest  price,  and 
has  repeatedly  gained  the  highest  premium. 

For  many  years  the  nearest  post^liioe  to  the 
county  was  at  Newbury,  Oran-e  Countv,  Vt.  | 
Tho  mail  was  extended  throutrh  Rve-ato  and  j 
Peacham  to  Danville,  probably  about"  the  end  of  j 
last  century.  In  1S08,  it  was'  extended  to  liar- ' 
net  and  St.  Johnsbury. 


UJflTED  STATES  AND  STATE  OFFICEUS  OF 
CALEDONIA  COUMY. 

Hon.  Wm.  A.  Palmer,  of  Danville,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  supremo  court  in  ISIG,  and 
senator  in  congress  1819-1825;  was  governor 
of  Vennont,  18.31-1834. 

_  Hon.  John  Mattocks,  of  Peacham.  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  1833,  l^  Jl,  and 
member  of  congress,  1821-18i!.3,  l,«iL>5_iS27 
184 1-1 843  ;  and  was  governor  of  the  State  in 
1S43. 

Hon.  Erastus  Fairbanks!,  of  Sr.  J.-hnsbury, 
was  governor  of  the  State,  1852  and  18C0. 

Hon.  William  Chamberiin,  of  Peneham,  a 
revolutionary  soldier,  who  foiiglit  in  tljc  barties  i 
of  Trenton,  Princeton,  and  Jk-unisigion,  and  I 
took  an  active  part  in  the  fonnntinn  of  t!;,.- 
State  government,  was  a  member  of  cn-n-vs  i 
1803-1805,  1809,  1810,  and  iicut.-ovcrr.^r  of  i 
the  State,  1813,  1814.  ~  | 

Hon.  Wm.  Cahoon,  of  Lnidon.  w.vs  a  mem- ' 
borof  congress,  1827-1831, 'and  l;..ut.-ovcrnor 
of  the  State  1821,  1822.  ; 

Hon.  Luther  Jewett,  of  St.  Ji'hn>?>nry,  was  a  ' 
member  of  congress,  1  SI  5-1 '-1 7. 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Demniin-of  Daiuille  wn.« 
nemberof  contrrcss,  1833-K^35. 

Hon.  Isaac  Fletcher,  of  London,  w;ijj  ukiuKt 
of  congress,  1 837-1841. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bartlett,  of  Lyndon,  vrx%  mem- 
ber of  congress,  1851,  1852. 

Hon.  Ephraim  Paddock,  of  .^t.  Julm-burv, 
was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  st'.j^n  me  onirt, 
1 828-1830. 

Hon.  Charles  Davis,  of  Dnnvil'c,  wa<»  ore  «.f 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court.  \<4:.  :uid 
United  States  attorney  for  tho  District  uf  W-r- 
raont,  1841-1845. 

Hon.  Luke  V.  ]\.land.  one  of  tli-"  judL-r*  of 
the  supremo  court.  1,  i'^-lN5'i.  was  cl  o-t-u  rbi,'f 
jiL^ice  of  Vermont,  18C0,  which  oflic-o  he  lu/w 
holds. 
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MAGNETIC  VAIII.VTIOX. 
The  magnetic  variation  obsen-ed  by  Gen. 
^Miitelaw  on  the  north  line  of  Vermont,  20 
uv.lv-i  M'ost  of  tiie  Connecticut  17ivcr  in  1785,  was 
!ind  40^  west;  and  by  Dr.  Williams,  at  tho 
nwrthenst  corner  of  tho  s'tate,  in  1800,  it  was  9' 
At  tlie  present  time  it  is  very  nearly  10' 
West  in  this  county. 


BARNET. 
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Mkteouoi.ooic  vlT\iilk3  fortlicycnrs  18.')S, 
I<.:r.),  ami  iJ^tiO,  dL-duccd  from  the  ihiily  Moteor- 
olojital  Dhservations  taken  with  statuhuj  in- 
siruiiKMU-^,  at  St.  Johnsbiiry,  Vt.,  in  N  hit.  44' 
!2.V  and  W.  Ion.  70',  nnd  540  foot  ahove  tide 
water.  These  observations  wore  kindly  fur- 
nished by  Franklin  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  to  make 
t)iese  tables,  which,  had  room  in  this  work  per- 
mitted, might  have  been  extended,  includint;  some 
ponoral  observations  on  the  clouds  and  winds. 
Tlie  thanks  of  the  community  are  due  to  that 
gentleman  for  his  diligence  and  care  in  takinj^ 
liiese  observations  three  times  a  day  for  years, 
making  more  than  thirty  daily  observations  to 
be  recorded.  He  is  one  of  more  tiian  five  hun- 
dred regular  meteorological  observers  in  ditler- 
ent  parts  of  North  America,  taking  daily  ol)sor- 
vations,  morning,  noon,  and  night,  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  at  Washington,  to  which  their 
meteorological  records  are  regularly  returned. 
These  observations,  when  properly  discussed  by 
that  highly  scientific  institution,  promise  to  pro- 
duce, in  process  of  time,  results  greatly  con- 
ducive to  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. It  is  very  desirable  that  the  number 
of  these  observers  were  increased  in  all  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  all  the  newspapers  should 
publish  monthly  abstracts  of  their  observations, 
as  is  done  by  the  Caledonian,  published  at  St. 
Johnsbury,  and  a  few  other  papers  in  the  country. 


1838. 
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lu  the  year  1859  ruin  fell  on  95  different  days. 
"    snow    "  83 
"         "    total  fall  of  snow,  104  inches. 
*'         "    rain  and  melted  snow,  .32.7  in. 

In  order  to  obtain  infomiation  of  the  early  his- 
tory of  Caledonia  County,  the  writer  has  exam- 
ined the  pnl)li(;  records  of  all  the  towns  first  set- 
tled, and  made  diligent  search  fur  private  letters, 
papers,  and  juunials ;  and  he  hu.s  biicceeded  be- 
yond cxj)ectation,  having  had  the  privilege  of 
examinin<r  veiy  many  early  written  and  highly 
interesting  and  important  dorumentK,  which  be- 
longed to  (icn.  Whitelav,-,  Cul.  Harvey,  Kev.  D, 
Goodwillie,  Enos  Stevens,  Esq.,  and  others.  Ho 
is  indebted  to  Walter  Harvey,  Esq.,  of  Barnet, 
for  the  letters,  papers,  charts,  and  journal  of  his 
fiithcr,  Col.  Harvey;  to  th')  daughter  of  Gen. 
Whitelaw,  JMrs.  Abigail  Heitderson  of  Ryegate, 
for  the  general's  coiTCspondence  with  his  father 
in  Scotland,  Dr.  Witherspoon,  and  Rev.  Thomas 
Clark,  and  other  clergymen  who  preached  in  the 
county  at  an  early  period,  and  for  the  sketch  of 
her  father's  life  written  by  herself ;  and  to  the 
general's  grandson,  W.  T.  Whitelaw-,  Esq.  of 
Ryegate,  for  the  use  of  his  grandfather's  journal, 
papers,  deeds,  charts,  and  bushiess  correspond- 
ence, which  consists  of  thousands  of  letters  and 
several  folio  volumes  of  answers  to  con^espond- 
ents.  One  of  tlic  deeds  is  from  Dr.  Witherspoon, 
and  is  beautifully  \vritten  on  a  large  sheet  of 
parchmcrt. 

Bamd,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1861. 
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BAPwNET. 

BY  EEV.  THOMAS  GOODWILLIE. 

Bauxet  lies  on  the  Connecticut  River,  at  the 
bend  where  the  rivei-,  coming  from  the  nortlieast, 
turns  anil  runs  south.  It  is  oj)ix)site  ^lonroc 
(formerly  Lyman),  Grafton  Co.,  X.  IL,  in  N, 
lat.  44'  is'  and  E.  Ion.  4'  55'  and  is  35  miles  E. 
from  Montpelier,  05  miles  X.  from  Windsor,  and 
50  N.  from  Dartmouth  CoHeLre  at  Hanover  N. 
H.  It  is  bounded  N.  E.  by  Watcrford  and  St. 
Johnsbury;  S.  E.  by  Connecticut  River,  which 
separates  it  from  New  Hampshire  ;  S.  by  Rye- 
gate ;  and  X.  W.  by  reaciiam  and  Danville.  It 
contains  25,5:24  acres,  and  according  to  the  cen- 
sus of  ISGO,  2,002  inhabitants,  wliich  gives  50 
persons  to  the  square  mile. 

On  the  Cunnecticut  and  Passumpsic  rivers  are 
extensive  intervales.  The  rest  of  the  town  is 
uneven  and  in  some  parts  elevated.  The  to^\Ti 
is  well  watered  and  tlie  soil  very  productive. 
Harvey's  lake  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town 
is  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  long  and  more  than  a 
half  mile  wide  near  the  middle,  nnd  lias  a  suiface 
of  more  than  three  hundred  acres.  lIo-^-^'s  Pond, 
near  the  centre  of  the  t.>wn,  one  third  of  a  mile 
long  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  covers 
about  fifiy  acres.  iNIoor's  Pond,  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  covers  about  twenty  acres.    Ali  tixo 
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streams  of  tho  town  empty  into  tlie  Connecticut,  [died  on  tho  Passurapsic  before  they  c:  mo  to  ita 
A  stream  from  Ryo;r:ito  enters  Harvey's  Lake  at  mouth,  and  others  on  the  Connecticut  Rivor  he- 
ihe  eouth  end,  and  Stevens's  Kiver  i-r^ues  from  the  i  low  its  mouth.  Ilunuin  bones  have  been  discov- 
north  cud  of  tho  hike,  runs  in  a  southe:i>;terly  di-  jcred  in  the  meadows  on  the  Passumpsic  above  it-i 
rection  and  empties  into  Connecticut  Kiver  aUmt  ■  mouth  and  on  the  Connecticut  above  the  l};unt;t 
two  and  half  miles  from  the  i«outheast  corner  of  j  depot.  The  story  of  David  Woo'ls.  that  "an  In- 
the  town.  About  one  hunda'd  and  tit"ty  rods  !  dian  was  cut  to  pieces  and  divided  among  the  sur- 
frora  its  mouth  it  falls  eiiihty  feet  in  twenty  n)ds,  !  vivors  "  has  Iwen  dili^,'ently  investigated.  Neither 
and  presents  a  p:i-aud  view  when  the  waters  are  i  tho  histories  of  the  time  nor  Eop^crs's  journal 
high.  A  stream  from  Peacham  enters  it  near  i  mention  such  a  circumstance,  so  repulsive  to  the 
the  lake  and  another  considerable  stream  from  I  relined  feelings  of  civiUzed  society.  The  story 
the  same  town  enters  it  about  four  miles  from  its  '  has  been  traced  up  to  David  Woods,  who  lived 
mouth.  A  small  stream  issues  out  of  Ross'>  Pond  in  an  adjoining  town,  as  the  sole  witness,  and 
and  runs  through  Moor's  Pond  and  enters  the  i  application  has  been  made  to  living  persons  who 
Connecticut  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  Pas- !  knew  "tho  man  and  liis  manner."  One  of  thes« 
sumpsic.  Joes  River  issues  from  Joes  Pond  -  persons,  who  was  for  many  years  president  of  the 
in  Danville,  and  runs  in  a  southeasterly  direction  |  Historical  Society  of  Vermont,  writes,  "  I  have 
through  the  town  and  enters  the  Pas'^umpsic  I  heard  Woods  say  that  he  was  w  ith  Rogers,  and 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  its  mourh.  It  1  was  one  of  his  sergeants,  and  t.iat  they  camped 
is  the  largest  stream  in  Barnct  except  the  Pas- !  near  the  mouth  of  the  Passurapsic,  and  that  night 
sumpsic,  and  is  also  called  Merrit's  River,  i  snow  fell  several  inches  deep,  and  that  a  negro 
because  John  Mcrrit  owned  land  near  its  mouth,  soldier  died  that  night  and  was  cut  up  in  the 

Enerick  Brook,  coming  from  Danville,  ent^-rs  1  morning  and  divided  among  the  soldiers,  and  he 
the  Passurapsic  about  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  j  had  one  hand  for  his  share,  on  which,  with  a 
Joes  River.  j  small  trout,  after  being  cooked,  he  made  a  very 

The  Passurapsic,  the  longest  and  largest  river  'good  breakfast.  After breakfost,  in  going  down 
in  the  county,  comes  from  St.  Juhnslmry  throiiL'-h  |  tho  river  they  discovered  fire  on  the  round  island 
a  comer  of  Waterford,  and  enters  the  town  on  the  ;  opposite  its  mouth,  and  that  Rogers  and  one  man 
northeast  part,  and  gradually  turns  ami  runs  south  passed  over  to  the  island.  '  Kogcrs  became  saris- 
and  empties  into  the  Connecticut  RiveralnDut  two  [  lied  that  men  had  been  there  Avith  provisions  but 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  nonheast  con.crof  the  !uul  left.  On  his  return  to  his  men  a  consulra- 
town.  Major  Rogers  and  his  rantrcrs  came  down  i  tion  was  had  and  each  soldier  was  told  to  take 
this  river  from  Canada  in  his  expedition  fo  pun- 1  care  of  himself," 

ish  the  St.  Francis  trih?  of  Indians  in  OctoiH?r,  '  Another  person  writes,  "Joseph  Woods  told 
1759,  and  being  disappointed  in  not  receiving  |  me,  and  I  think  he  said  his  fiither  told  him,  that 
provisions  when  they  came  to  the  Cunnectieut  '  about  the  time  the  rangers  expected  to  die  of 
Eiver,  a  number  of  them  died  of  stan.-ation  and  ;  starvation,  the  men  cast  lots  to  see  who  should 
fatigue,  as  related  in  the  preceding  liistory  of  the  ;  \>g  killed  to  furnish  food  so  that  they  might  not 
county.  lull  die,  and  that  one  was  killed  and  eaten." 

Thompson's  Gazetteer  of  Vermont,  edition  of  i  Another  person  has  assured  the  wi-iter  that  he 
1824,  says,  "Maj.  Rogers, witli  one  hundred  and  heard  David  Woods  say  that  he  had  "eaten  itv^, 
fifty-six  men,  came  to  tho  mouth  of  tlie  Passump- '  piece  of  an  Indian." 

sic,  discovered  fire  on  the  round  i-land,  nsade  a  j  Now  all  these  stories  can  be  reconciled  upon  the 
raft  and  passed  over  to  it,  but,  to  tlieir  surprise  improbable  supposition  that  Rogers's  party  killed 
and  mortification,  found  no  prtn  i-ions  had  i.ev  n  ,  one  li\  ing  man,  a  soldier  ;  and  ate  three  dead  men, 
left.  The  men,  already  reduced  to  a  state  of -tar- !  a  white  man,  anegi-o,  and  an  Indian.  If  Rofrers 
vation,  were  so  disheartened  at  tins  di-;covcry  i  and  his  men  did  these  things,  they  had  the  hearts  of 
that  thirty-six  of  them  tiled  before  the  next  day,  j  hyenas,  de-titute  of  all  good  feelings  and  rc-fined 
An  Indian  was  cut  to  pieces  and  divided  amouL:  sentiments.  Pather  than  attribute  such  horrible 
the  survivors,  David  Woods,  nha  has  recently  i  deeds  to  them,  it  would  be  far  more  reasonable  to 
lived  in  this  town,  was  one  of  Rog'-'rs's  fierj-mnts,  ;  kdieve  that  the  criminal  who  could  boast  that  he 
and  stated  the  above  account  to  be  correct."  This  |  "  stood  the  pillory  like  agentleman,"  was  not  a  man 
account  is  incorrect  in  some  inij  ortant  partieu- !  of  honor  and  integrity.  Whatever  this  one  witness, 
lars.  Rogers's  journal  and  the  hi-tories  of  the  ;  and  perhaps  some  few  others  like  him,  may  have 
expedition  show  that  the  soldiew  and  j)ri-oners.  i  done,  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  there  is  no  proof 
all  told,  did  not  amount  to  that  nn  r,  l  e-ides  j  that  Ivogcr.s  and  his  men,  as  a  party,  killed  orato 
all  the  survivors  were  not  tlii  :i  and  tli.  re  pr.'sent.  I  any  man,  white,  black,  or  red.  It  is  gratifying  " 
and  that  it  is  highly  iniproi-ai.le  iliat  so  L'veat  a  i  that  this  investigation  has  dispelled  the  cloud 
number  as  thirty---ix  divd  in  vi  /htr'  Ti  b  )M!--^.  '  that  bas  for  so  long  time  ohseured,  in  some 
Peter  Lcrvey,  one  of  R(^L;er-"s  men,  wlio  !i;cd  in  d  -rj-ree,  tho  glory  of  the  heroic  Rogers  and  his 
tins  town  a  short  tinn.^  before  his  d^-nlh.  aNout  bra  v(Mnon.  who  f.  arlosslv  went  hundreds  of  miles 
1S17,  and  who  made  no  mention  of  ti.o  |>atly  rhron^h  the  wo(..!-i  into  the  eueiny's  country, 
eating  human  flesh,  uaid  that  some  of  tho  men  •  perlbrmed  exploits  and  endured  tho  tortures  of 
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famine  and  fatijr'io  to  punish  the  horrid  l)arl>aritios 
lon^;  ])ractised  by  th(>  savaires  of  Canada,  and  so 
gave  the  familic.-i  of  the  frontier  scrtlenionts  of 
Now  England  from  munl'T,  plunder,  and  arson. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  lianies  lived  in  lianict 
a  6lioit  tinio,  at  an  early  period,  who  belonu'ed  to 
Ropers's  party,  and  said  that  the  silver  iina-jje 
weighinj::  ten  pounds,  whieh  they  took,  from  the 
chapel  i:i  St.  Franeis,  was  hid  on  tho  way 
in  a  crevice  of  a  rock,  and  covered  with  leaves. 
Ho  said  also  tliat  they  took  from  the  <'hapcl 
two  gold  candlesticks,  which  they  hid  in  the 
wood;*,  under  the  root  of  a  tree,  near  the 
Canada  line,  and  that  he  went  back  after  some 
years  and  searched  for  them,  but  could  not  find 
where  he  hid  them.  It  is  said  that  this  part 
of  his  story  was  conrirmed  by  a  report  in  the 
newspaper,  about  1S16,  that  two  g-old  candle- 
sticks, worth  Si, 000,  were  found  in  the  woods  in 
Ilatley,  C.  E.,  which  lay  in  Rocrers's  way. 

The  first  Geological  Repon  of  Vermont  says, 
that  beds  of  shell  marl  are  found  in  Barnet. 
The  second  report  on  that  subject  says,  "  Baniet 
lies  on  the  Connecticut  River,  in  the  calcareo- 
mica  slate  region.  A  considerable  range  of  clay 
slate  is  found  near  the  river.  A  range  of  granite 
passes  through  the  west  part  of  the  town.  Tlie 
soil  in  the  Passumpsic  and  Connecticut  vallevs 
is  alluvial  and  river  deposit  of  good  quality.  In 
the  westerly  part  the  limestone  is  rapidly  decom- 
posing and  uniting  with  the  drift  and  makes  an 
excellent  soil.  The  town,  although  considerably  I 
broken,  has  an  excellent  soil  for  grazing.  Many  j 
valuable  cattle  and  some  horses  are  sent  to  mar- 
ket annually,  and  large  quantities  of  excellent 
butter.  Deposits  of  muck  are  numerous,  and 
considerable  quantities  of  marl  are  found  in  sev- 
eral places,  from  which  a  good  quality  of  lime 
has  been  manufactured.  The  agricultural  prod- 
ucts of  the  town  are  abundant  and  of  a  good 
quality.  Besides,  many  beef  cattle  and  some 
horses  and  sheep  are  sent  to  market.  The  Scotch 
were  early  noted  for  making  good  butter." 

Almost  every  farmer  keeps  a  dairy,  and  some 
of  them  make  more  than  a  ton  of  butter  in  a 
season.  It  brings  the  highest  price  in  the  mar- 
ket. One  who  has  travelled  extensively  in 
Europe  and  America,  thinks  that  the  butter  made 
in  this  part  of  our  country  is  the  best  in  the 
■world. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town  by  the  Scotch,  tliey  manufactured  large 
quantities  of  oatmeal,  which  is  u  healthy  and 
nutritive  kind  of  food.  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had 
a  powerful  prejudice  against  the  Scotch,  defined 
oatmeal  as  the  food  of  men  in  Scotland  and 
of  horses  in  England.  Upon  which  a  Scotch 
nobleman  exclaimed,  "  Whore  will  he  find  such 
men  and  such  hoi-ses  i  "  Oatmeal  was  luLrhly 
serviceable  to  the  tir^t  settlers,  and  was  fur- 
nished to  the  surrounding  town.s  to  the  Canada 
lino  and  even  beyond  it.  In  one  of  the  years  of 
scarcity  of  provisions,  a  man  from  a  distant  town 


came  to  Barnet,  and  having  obtained  a  sufficient 
.•supply  of  oatmeal  for  hi^  famishing  family,  ex- 
pressed his  gladness  and  gratitude  by  exclaiming, 
"  Bles.sed  be  tho  Scotch,  for  tliey  iia-KiUed  oat- 
meal ! " 

It  was  the  first  town  settled  and  the  second 
chartered  in  the  country;  Ilycgate,  lying  on  the 
Conui.-cticut  River,  south  of  it,  receiving  its  char- 
ter but  eight  day.s  before.  The  charter  is  dated 
September  IG,  170.3,  and  was  granted  under  the 
British  crown  by  Benning  ^Vcntworth.  gover- 
nor of  the  province  of  New  Ilainpsliire.  It  i;i  in 
the  common  form  of  tho  New  Ilanipsbire  char- 
ters. It  calls  the  town  "Baniet,"  which  it  de- 
scribes and  bounds  as  follows,  viz  :  — 

"  Bc^inninj^  nt  the  northwesterly  comer  of  Kye- 
,!jrato,  thonco  soiitii  .'^ixty-eif^ht  de^^reos  eiist  by  Hye;:ate 
to  the  southeasterly  corner  tliercof,  being  a  treestand- 
iu:?  o  x  tlio  bai;ks  of  the  westerly  eide  of  Connec- 
ticut Ikiver.  thence  up  said  river  as  that  tends  so  far 
us  to  make  six  nii'es  on  a  straii^lit  line,  thence  tum- 
in<^  offand  runniiii^  north  twent}  -elLrht  decree?  we?t 
so  far  that  a  straight  line  drawn  from  that  period  to 
the  northwesterly  corner  of  Kyetrate,  the  bound3  be- 
gun  at,  shall  include  the  contents  of  six  miles  .e<juare 
or  acres  and  no  more,  out  of  which  an  allow- 

ance is  to  be  made  fur  hifrhv,-ays  and  unimprovable 
lands  by  rocks,  ponds,  mountains,  and  rivers,  one 
thousand  and  forty  acre?  free,  according  to  the  plan 
and  survey  thereof  made  by  our  said  governor's  order 
and  returned  to  the  secretary's  otlice  and  hereto  an- 
nexed." 

The  plan  delineated  in  the  charter  gives  three 
sides  of  the  town.  The  line  on  Ryegate  is 
marked  six  and  one  fourth  miles.  The  length 
of  the  northeast  line  is  not  given.  The  Connec- 
ticut River  is  delineated  as  the  southeast  side.  A 
part  of  the  Passump-ic  is  sketched  on  which  the 
word  "  falls  "  is  written,  not  far  from  its  mourh. 
But  the  town  is  actually  larger  than  described  in 
the  charter,  which  limits  it  to  36  square  miles. 
As  surveyed  and  returned  to  the  State  office  of 
Vermont,  it  contains  25,524  acres,  which  is  al- 
most 40  square  miles. 

The  south  line  along  Ryegate  is  6  and  one 
half  milc^,  being  a  quarter  of  a  mile  more  than  is 
mentioned  in  the  charter.  The  distance  frf)m  the 
southeast  to  the  northeast  corner,  in  a  straight 
line  (throuirh  New  Ilampsliire),  is  more  than  6 
miles,  the  length  prescribed  in  the  charter.  The 
northeast  line,  along  Waterford  and  St.  Johns- 
bury,  is  5  miles  and  52  rods,  and  the  northwest 
line,  along  Peacham  and  Danville,  is  10  miles 
and  22S  rods.  By  tho  charter,  the  town  is  incor- 
porated, and  its  inhal'itants  enfranchised  ;  and  so 
soon  as  there  wei-o  fifty  families  settled  in  town 
it  should  have  the  privilege  of  htddin-  two  fairs 
annuallv,  and  a  market  opened  and  held  one  or 
more  days  each  week.  The  first  meeting  for  the 
choice  of  town  officers  was  to  bo  held  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  Oct.,  17G4,  and  to  be  notified 
by  Simeon  Stevens,  who  was  ajtpt'intetl  its  mod- 
erator, and  that  the  annual  meetin-  thereafter 
should  be  always  held  in  March.  Th.'  grant  of 
lands  to  the  proprietors  was  ou  tho  following 
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conditions,  viz  :  that  every  c^rantce  should  culti- 
vuto  Hvo  norvs  of  hind  within  tho  term  of  tive 
ye;u-8  for  every  fifty  acn's  of  hind  owned,  and  to 
continue  afcorward.s  iiilditif^nal  cultivation  on 
penalty  of  forfeiture  ;  tliat  all  pine  trees  fit  for 
masts  slioiild  be  f>ro<cn-ed  for  the  royal  navy  ; 
that  before  the  division  of  the  town  a  lot  near 
the  centre  of  the  town  should  he  divided  into 
acres,  one  of  which  sht.iiM  beloni^  to  each 
grantee,  and  that  each  L^rantoo  should  pay  to  the 
governor  and  his  successor,  one  car  of  In<lian 
com  annually,  for  ten  years,  if  demanded,  and  af- 
ler  tliat  period  one  shil!in.r,  proclamation  money, 
for  every  100  acres  owned,  to  be  i>aid  annually, 
forever.  The  town  was  to  be  divided  equallv 
into  seventy-three  sliares.  A  lot  of  300  acres 
was  laid  off  on  the  Connecticut  River,  in  the 
northeast  comer  of  the  town  as  *'  the  .governor's 
lot,"  which  was  to  be  two  shares  ;  and  one  share 
for  the  society  propagarini:  the  gospel  in  foreign 
parts  ;  one  share  for  a  globe  for  the  Church  of 
England  ;  one  share  for  the  first  settled  minister, 
and  one  share  for  schools,  were  granted  forever. 
Sixty-seven  grantees  are  named  in  tho  cliarter, 
which  is  signed  by  Bcnning  Wentworth,  gov- 
ernor and  commander,  and  attci-ted  by  T.  Atkin- 
son, Jr.,  Secretary.  The  American  Revolution 
swept  away  the  conditions  of  the  charter,  but  tho 
United  States  government  confiraied  all  such 
grants. 

It  is  not  known  when  the  town  was  organized, 
and  the  fijst  meeting  was  held  acconling  to  the 
charter.  In  Wil'ard  Stevens's  collection  of 
documents,  were  fonnd  some  loose  papers,  worn 
and  torn,  containing  some  brief  minutes  of  town 
meetings  held  during  tho  revolutionaiy  war. 
The  following  is  a  summaiy  of  these  minutes, 
which  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Stevens  Rider  : 

"  Sept.  8, 1778.  Alexander  Har\cy  chosen  Kej^re- 
sentative  to  the  General  Apsymblj-,  aiul  entru-ttJ 
with  the  votes  (tor  Governor,  Lieut,  (iovernor.  and 
Councillors)  and  all  powers  nece^-sary,  a.rreeable  to 
the  Constitution."'  Si;?ned  "  Stevens  Iiidi.T,  T. 
Clerk."  ''Dec.  3,  1779.  The  town  took  into  oon- 
sideratiou  the  voles,  and  chose  Tlioniart  Smith 
constable  to  collect  what  was  dem.'.iuiel  of  tiie 
town:  voted  Walter  Brock  and  Peter  Lan?  to  Fettle 
the  wa^es  of  the  boys  that  were  hired  for  thi-<  town, 
and  they  brou;^ht  in  that  they  shoiihl  h:ive  ti'^ht 
bushels  of  whi-at  a  month."'  '•  March  13,  17S1. 
Chose  Jacob  Ilall,  mo»ierutor;  Stevens  lii'ler,  town 
clerk;  Alexander  Harvey,  ju'-tice  of  the  peace  for 
this  town;  Peter  Lan^,  .John  Waddell,  VV alter  Brock, 
select  men." 

Other  town  officers  were  chosen,  l)at  the  mice 
have  gnawed  oflf  a  part  of  the  paper. 

*'  Voted  that  every  man  work  cix  days  on  .«aid 
road,  or  pay  a  fine  of  one  dollar  for  every  day  lie  is 
missing  without  f.uiricient  reason."  Vo'ed,  if  miy 
man  let  his  hoj^s  run  <iUt  so  a?  to  l.urt  any  of  liisj 
neighbor's  intere-t,  th'j  o\riier  of  the  hciT^  f-hould  : 
make  it  good  to  hi'  u-  .  .•.;'-.»r  "  ••  M-.iy  11.  l.^l.  \  v.*  -i  • 
to  raise  two  abli'-hi "ir'il  ri  M  1')  guard  the  frtuiti",--- j 
of  this  place  anil  (,  t!urs,  su- -..riliiwr  to  th('  or-hrsj 
Col.  Joliu-ton  scut.  Ill  I'.Tt  \  i  (ivc  men  W"  hrdl  ij 
raise  according?  to  orders  that  Camj  to  tliid  tovvu.  i 


Voted  a  committee  to  raise  one  man  for  this  town, 
as  reasonably  m  lliey  can,  and  the  town  agrees  to  it] 
by  a  vote  of  tliis  meeting,  for  guarding  the  frontiers. 
"Voted  Jacob  Hall,  Jame.s  Giichri.st,  and  Peter  Lan-j, 
a  committee  to  write  letters  to  Co!.  Boedel  and  Col. 
Jolinston.''  *'  Voted  Jacob  Ilall,  captain;  Daniel 
Uall,  lieutenant." 

Then  follows  a  list  of  the  men  who  havo  no 
guns,  15  in  number. 

*'  Sept.  8, 17S1.  Took  into  consideration  a  (despatch 
from)  Major  Chiids.  Voted,  the  major  part,  not  to  do 
any  thing  as  to  the  last  year's  provisions  —  not  to 
raise  any  at  all."  "  Voted  to  raise  7.50  weight  sxh  to 
this  year,  to  turn  to  the  store  for  troops  at  I'eacham." 
"  Voted  James  Cross  and  Walter  Brock  a  committee 
to  speak  to  Major  Childs  concerning  the  provi.-ions." 
"  Voted  Jacob  Hall,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  and 
Peter  Lang,  to  write  a  letter  to  Major  Childs  con- 
cerning getting  last  year's  provisions.  Chose  two 
assessors;  chose  Mr.  Ilarvey  for  a  representative." 
"  Oct.  2.  1781.  Chose  Walter  Brock  a  lister,  with 
.Tamos  Cross,  chosen  a  lister  before,  and  likewise 
carried  in  to  the  listers  their  ratable  estate." 

At  a  meeting  having  no  date,  Alexander 
Harvey  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  xYsscmbly  that  sat  at  Charlestown,  N.H., 
Oct.  11,  1781.  These  are  certainly  not  the 
regular  town  records  which  the  writer  is  assured 
Stevens  Rider  said,  after  the  revolutionary 
war,  were  lost!  The  State  records  show  that 
town  meetings  were  r^ularly  held  to  choose 
Col.  Harvey  a  delegate  to  the  three  conventions 
of  1777,  and  a  representative  to  the  legislature, 
from  its  first  meeting,  March  12,  1778,  till  the 
town  meeting,  March,  1783,  which  therefore  was 
not  the  first  town  meeting  at  which  the  town 
was  organized,  as  has  been  asserted  in  some  his- 
tories of  the  town. 

The  regular  town  records  begin  "March  13, 
17S3.  At  a  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  this  town, 
legally  warned  at  tho  house  of  Robert  Twaddcll, 
made  choice  of  the  following  gentlemen  for  one 
vear  :  Alexander  Harvey,  president,  and  Walter 
Brock,  clerk ;  James  Gilchrist,  Thomas  Smith, 
Bartholomew  Somors,  selectmen ;  James  Orr 
and  Stevens  Rider,  constables;  James  Cross, 
treasurer;  James  Stuart  and  Peter  Sylvester, 
lifters  ;  John  McLaren  and  Jacob  Hall,  col- 
lectors ;  James  Gilchrist,  grand-juror ;  Peter 
Lang,  Robert  Brock,  tythingmen  ;  James  Stuart, 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures;  Alexander 
Thompson,  William  Rider,  Archibald  Harvey, 
road  surveyors  ;  Elijah  Ilall,  George  Garland, 
fence  surveyors.  John  Shaw  declined  to  be  a 
selectman. 

Walter  Beock,  Town  Clerk." 


TOWN  CLEEKS  OF  BARXET. 


Walter  Brock  - 
Walter  Stuart  - 
David  Good wil lie 
.John  Shaw 
Au-tin  O.  Hubbard 
Joijarh;in  I).  Abl):.tt 
rho;u.ii)  Uoodwiilio 


1783  to  1787. 
1787  to  ISOG. 
1807  to  1827. 
1827  to  1852. 
1852  to  1855. 
1855  to  IS 50. 
1859  to  ISGi. 
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But  thoui^h  tlio  moctinq^  held  March  18,  1783, 
wjw  not  the  first  town  mcetincj  at  wliich  the  town 
wits  onxanizod,  Jis  has  boon  asserted,  yet  a  list  of 
all  the  freemen  of  the  town  seems  to  have  been 
commenced  the  next  year,  and  is  recorded  at  the 


the  first  male  child  Iwrn  in  Barnet,  and  probably 
in  the  county.  The  Fowler  family  moved  to 
Shipton,  C.  E.  ulxjut  1810.  The  writer  possesses 
documents  siirncd  by  Jonathan  Fowler,  Sept.  3, 
1791,  and  by  Biiniet  Fowler,  xMarch  12,  1799. 


IlEPKESENTATITES  OF  TUE  TOWK  IN  THE 
LEGISLATURE  OF  VERMONT. 


b«.^;;inning  of  the  first  volume,  as  follows,  vi:i  :  —  i     Daniel  Kail's  wife  was  the  first  person  who 
"  Barnet,  January  29, 1784.  Now  and  formerly  the  |  ^'^^  settlement.     She  was 

persona  mentioned  took  the  freeman's  o;ith:  I'ctor  i  buried  in  the  f;nvvoyard  at  Stevens  Viliajre.  She 
Sylvester,  Samuel  Pcrie,  James  Crosn,  Aiexander  I  was  the  mother  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Wrii,-ht,  who 
Thompson,  Stevens  Rider  Elijah  Hall,  Walter  {  ^.j^g  ^  phvsieiaa  in  tho  town.  Jacob  Hall  had 
Brock,  James  Stuart,  Samuel  Steven^i,  Jolm  Morrit,  i  ,    .  »r         .      l       i.  iil-/- 

James  Orr,  Daniel  McFarlane,  Jacob  Hall.  Barthol-  i  ^""^  ^«  ^^om  he  sold  his  farm, 

omew  Somers,  James  Gilchrist,  Alexander  Hurvey,  i  ^^^7  afterwards  moved  to  Shipton,  C.  E. 
William  Tice,  Hugh  Ro^s,  John  Mci-  arlane,  Robert  !  Daniel  Hall  moved  to  St.  Johnsbury,  thence  to 
Twaddell,  William  Stevenson,  John  ilcLareii,  j  Lyndon,  and  thence  to  Burke,  wiicre  he  died, 
Ezekiel  Manchester,  Robert  Somers  John  Waddell.  |  ^^^^.^  been  an  early  settler  in  four  towns  in  this 
Robert  McI^arlane,  John  Ross,  Andrew  Lackie, 
Archibald  Harvey,  Feter  Lan?,  Cloud  Stuart,  Wal- 1  county. 

ter  Stuart,  Daniel  Hall,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Gar- j  The  town  from  the  very  first  took  an  active 
land.  Jan.  29, 17S4.  The  following  gentlemen  took  I  part  in  tho  declaration  of  the  independence  of 
the  freeman's  oath  in  as  far  as  it  a-rees  with  the  ;  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  the  formation  of  its 

word  of  God:   John  AVaddell,  llwzh  Ro?s.  .lohn  i  ^  i  i.      *  i         i  tt 

,  T  r,  T  r  !  -^i  If  V,  *  I  constitution  ana  TOvcmmcnt.  Alexander  Har- 
McFarlane,  John  McLaren,  Ezekiel   Manchester,  ' 

Robert  Somers,  Andrew  Lackie,  Archibald  Harvey,  i  ^^y  represented  the  town  in  the  three  conventions 
Cloud  Stuart,  Walter  Stuart,  George  Garland.  I  in  1777,  which  declared  the  State  independent, 
Barnet,  March  11,  1785-  The  following  persons  took  |  and  formed  a  Con.stitution,  and  organized  a 
the  freeman's  oath :  John  Robertson,  Wm.  Robert- ;  rrovemmcnt. 
eon,  Moses  Hall,  Levi  Hall,  Robert  Blair,  James 
Buchanan,  William  Maxwell,  Isaac  Brown,  Elijah 
Hall,  Jr..  Simon  Perie.  April  6,  1785.  John  Young- 
man,  William  Warden,  Hugh  Gammell.  August  27, 
1785.  Joseph  Bonet.  Sept.  5.  John  Mclndoe,  .lohn  | 
Hindman,  1787.  John  Gilkenson.  May  1.  John  |  Alexander  Harvey  -  -  -  1778  to  1788. 
Goddard.   Sept  4.  1788.  Enos  Stevens.   March  11.  \  j.^^gg  q^^^^       S      .       .       .    1789  to  1794. 

John Rankins, William  Gilfillan,  Sen.,  John  McXabb.  I           c<.  i^nc  x  i-rM- 

,  -.r  T  A  1  T  V  V,  n  1--0  »i  Lno.s  Stevens  -  •  -  -  1795  to  1/96. 
James  McLaren,  Andrew  Lang.    I- eb.  2.  l(c;9.  Alex- 1 

ander  Mcllroy  (Roy),  Samuel  Huston.    ^larch  10.  i  ^^^^1^^  Brock    -  -  -  -  1797  to  1800. 

Thomas  Hazeltine,  I'hineas  Aimea.  Phineas  Thurs- i  James  McLaren  .  -  -  1801  to  1803. 

ton,  Oliver  Stevens,  Ephraim  Pierce,  Moses  Cross, :  John  Barehop    -  -  -  -  1804. 

Job  Abbott,  Levi  Sylvester.  1793,  Feb.  4.  Aaron  ,  j^^^.j^^  Goodwillie  -  -  -  1805. 
Wesson,  Dr.  Stevens,  John  Mitchell,  John  Stevens,  i  ... 

Timothy  Hazeltine,  Cloud  Somers,  John  Galbraith.  |               Strobndge  -  -  -  1806. 

Sept.  24.  Joseph  Hazeltine.   Dec.  7.  Thomas  Gil-  j  Enos  Stevens     -  -  -  -  1807. 

fillan,  WilUam  Innes,  John  Waddell,  Jr.,  and  Wm.  John  Duncan    -  -  -  -  1808  to  1811. 

I'ang."                                                          I  Adam  Duncan  -  -  -  -  1812  -  1813. 

March4,  1770,  the  first  settlement  in  the  town  I  Alexander  Gilcliri.st  -  -  -  1814  to  1816. 

.and  county  was  made.    The  first  settlers  were  !  Henry  Oakes     -  -  .  .  1817  -  1818. 

Daniel,  Jacob,  and  Elijah  Hall,  three  brothers, '  William  GilkersoQ  -  -  -  1819  to  1823. 

and  Jonathan  Fowler.    The  first  hou.=e  in  the  |  Walter  Har\-ey  -  -  -  -  1824  -  1825. 

town  and  county  was  built  by  the  Halls  at  the  !  Henry  Stevens  ....  1826  -  1827. 

foot  of  the  Falls  on  Stevens  River,  and  on  its  i  Hu<rh  Somers    -  -  -  -  1828. 

north  side.    The  three  brothers,  and  probably :  Walter  Harvey  -  -  -  -  1829. 

Jonathan  Fowler,  received  gratuitously  from  the  !  William  Gilkerson  -  -  -  1830  to  1831. 

proprietors  100  acres  each  to  encoura.f;e  them  ;  Cloud  Harvey    -  -  -  -  1832  to  1833. 

to  settle  the  town.    Daniel  Hall's  lot  was  the  |  William  Shearer  -  -  -  1834. 

farm  whcfe  Cloud  and  Robert  Somers  first  set- 1  Hui;h  Somers    ...  -  1835. 

tied.    Jacob  Hall's  lot  included  the  meadows  I  William  Shearer  -  -  -  1836. 

north  of  Stevens  River,  and  Elijah  Hall's  lot  |  Walter  Har\-ey  -  -  -  -  1837  to  1839. 

was  north  of  Rider's  Farm.    Jonathan  Fowler  i  James  Gilchrist  -  -  -  -  1840  -  1841. 

probably  settled  first  on  the  north  end  of  the  j  William  Lackie  -  -  -  -  1842  -  1843. 

Mclndoe  Plain,  and  then  in  the  S.  W.  part  of  Walter  Harvey  -  1844. 

the  town,  near  Aaron  and  Peter  We.-^son's  house, !  Lloyd  Kimball  -  -  -  -  1845  -  1846. 

in  the  Harvey  tract.    Sarah,  daup:hter  of  Elijah  j  Obcd  S.  Hatch  -  -  -  -  1847. 

Hall,  was  the  first  child  born  in  the  town  and  John  Harvey     -  -  -  -  1848. 

county.     She  was  married  Dec.  27,  1787,  to  I  Bartholomew  GiJkerson  -  -  1849  -  1850. 

James  McLaren,  in  the  ITih  year  of  her  ajre.  j  Obcd  S.  Hatch  -  .  -  -  1851. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  A-sociatc  Presbvtcrian  James  K.  Reraick  -  -  -  1852. 

Church  of  Barnet,  and  du  d  at  an  advanced  njre.  i  Robert  Harvey  -  IS53  -  1S54. 

Barnet  Fowler,  son  of  Jouuihaa  Fowler,  was  i  (No  choice)       -  -  -  -  1855, 
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Aloxandor  Juhustou  -       -       -    185G  t<5  1857.  receives  a  *h'M,  1770,  for  lots  in  tho  soutlieiLn 

Jonathan  D.  Ahl)ott  -       -       -    1858  to  1859. 

William  Warden  -       -       -  I860. 


Fir.-t  justices  of  tho  peaee  ftppointcd  hy  th 


corner  of  Harvey's  tract. 

Acconlin'j  to  tlio  proprietors'  reeord3,at  a  rnoot 
inp;  of  the  proprietors,  held  at  Waiter  Brock's,  in 


State  were  Walter  Brock  and  Ja.nes  (lil.'hri.t.  \  l^^rnct,  Au-ust  2.%  1785,  which  seems  to  he  the 
Walter  Haney  wa.s  a  justice  30,  Sihis  Harvey  i  first  mectinf;  held  for  some  years,  an  inquiry  f.,r 
33.  William  Shearer  29,  Uu-h  Somers  23,  and  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^en  it  was  foun.l  that  it 


James  Gilchrist,  Jr.  17  years. 

Enos  andWillard  Stevens,  of  Charlcstown,  N. 


had  hccn  "  carried  out  of  the  United  States."  The 
document  before  the  writer  is  a  copy  of  the  char- 
ter, taken  June  24,  1788,  from  the  third  volume 


H.,  "chief  proprietors  of  the  townsliip  of  Bar- 1  of  the  book  of  charters  in  the  State  office  of  New 
net,  make  a  contract,  July  11,  1770,  with  Col.'  Hampshire,  and  attested  by  Joseph  Pearson, 
John  Hurd  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  to  build  at  the  |  Secretary.  The  document  is  worn  into  eiyht 
falls  on  Stevens's  River  in  Barnet,  a  sawmill  the  I  pieces. 

ensuing  fall,  if  convenient,  otherwise  by  the  first  ]  The  records  of  the  proprietors  previous  to 
of  July,  1771,  and  a  gristmill  within  six  montiis  |  August  23,  1785,  are  lost.  Were  these  missing 
after  that  time,  both  to  be  kept  in  good  repair  I  records  "  carried  out  of  the  United  States  "  along 
daring  five  years,  the  dangers  of  war  and  the  |  with  the  charter "? 

enemy  excepted.'"  The  saw  and  gristmill  irons  I  According  to  a  contract  found  among  Enos 
were  to  be  furnished  on  the  spot  by  E.  W.  |  Stevens's  papers,  dated  April,  1770,  Joseph 
Stevens,  and  Col.  Hurd  was  to  have  for  his  en- 1  Hutchins  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  engages  to  ira- 
conragement  one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a  |  prove  some  part  of  the  lands  in  Barnet  within 
mill  lot,  bounded  one  hundred  rods  on  Connoc-  j  the  term  of  four  or  six  months,  and  to  pitch  and 
ticut  River,  running  back  half  a  mile,  and  in-  j  work  "cither  one  of  the  fifty  acre  lots  of  upland  or 
eluding  the  falls  on  Stevens's  River.  According  j  one  of  the  meadow  lots  surveyed  and  laid  out  in 
to  contract,  the  irons  were  furnished  and  Col.  said  township."  Enos  Stevens  engages  to  deed 
Hurd  built  the  first  mills  in  the  town  and  conn-  i  to  him  "  within  three  months  three  fifty  acre  lots 
ty,  and  received  for  his  reward  a  title  to  the  mill-  \  of  upland  and  three  intervale  lots  of  land  as  they 
lot,  on  which  he  built  a  house  aad  barn,  and  j  are  now  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  said  township." 
cleared  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  otherwise  en-  i  No  plan  of  this  survey  has  been  found  and  no 
couraged  the  settlement  of  the  town.  But  by  |  reference  to  it  is  made  in  the  record.  This  sur- 
consent  of  E.  and  W.  Stevens,  Elijah  Hall  had  j  vcy  may  have  been  entered  on  the  plan  of  1774, 
previously  pitched  on  a  part  of  said  lot  when  fie  '  but  that  part  of  the  chart  is  worn  off  and  lost.  We 
first  settled  the  town,  March  4,  1770,  and  had  i  next  read,  of  the  survey  of  the  east  part  of  the 
cleared  a  part  of  it  and  built  a  house  on  it.    For  !  town. 

his  improvements  Col.  Hurd  gave  Elijah  Hall  |  From  the  existing  proprietors'  records,  with 
$50,  and  E.  and  W.  Stevens  gave  him  one  hun-  i  a  few  accompanying  papers,  we  learn  when  the 
dred  acres  in  a  dillorcnt  part  of  the  town  for  his  j  town  was  surveyed  into  lots,  and  how  they  were 
quitclaim.  August  14,  1774,  Col.  Hurd  sold  j  divided  to  the  proprietors  or  grantees,  and  the 
thfe  land  and  mills  to  Willard  Stevens.  j  cost  of  procuring  the  charter  and  the  surveys  and 

Joseph  Hutchins,  of  Haverhill,  N.  II.,  engaged  I  division  of  the  town.  In  1773,  the  east  part  «f 
by  contract  to  come  to  Barnet  and  pitch  a  lot !  the  town  was  surveyed  by  Caleb  Willard,  and  in 
and  begin  to  improve  it,  in  the  summer  of  1770,  \  1774,  the  survey  into  large  lots  was  completed, 
but  he  did  not  receive  a  deed  till  17S0.  Col.  |  Among  the  papers  of  Enos  Stevens  was  found  a 
Hurd,  who  built  the  mills  at  tlie  falls  on  Stev-  i  part  of  a  chart  of  the  town  on  a  small  scale, 
ens's  River,  1771,  seems  to  have  continued  his  j  The  other  part,  nearly  one  half,  being  worn  off 
residence  in  town  some  years.  j  and  lost.    It  is  marked  "  a  plan  of  Barnet,  1 774," 

Thomas  Smith  receives  a  deed  from  Enos  and  |  most  probably  in  the  handwriting  of  Solomon 
Willard  Stevens  in  1775,  and  Stevens  Rider  was  i  Stevens,  surs'eyor.  Samuel  Stevens  presented 
in  town  May  5,  1776,  when  Willard  Stevens,  |  an  account,  dated  Charlestown,  August  18,  1785, 
one  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  the  town,  ■  to  the  proprietors  at  their  meeting,  August  23, 
writes  to  him  "several  disanpointment^s  have  j  1785,  of  which  we  give  a  summary, 
prevented  my  not  being  in  Barnet  the  winter  |  "July,  17G2,  to  expense  of  procuring  a  char- 
past.  This  spring  I  intended  to  have  moved  up  I  ter,  £219."  This  was  probably  dated  before  the 
with  my  family.  For  several  reasons  1  cannot  |  charter, to  include  the  survey  of  the  town  limits, 
move  up  till  June.  I  send  up  my  brother  Solo- !  as  ordered  by  Gov.  Wentworth,  and  described 
mon  in  ord^r  to  assist  Thomas  Smith  in  getting  j  and  delineated  in  the  charter.  Elijah  King  and 
in  some  spring  grain.  I  intend  to  be  up  about  j  others  surveyed  the  charter  limits  of  the  towns 
the  middle  of  May."  He  came  and  settled  in  immediately  above  Wells  River  in  1 702  or  1 763. 
town,  but  when  the  revolutionary  war  coinmen-  j  "  October,  1773,  to  survey  of  the  east  part  of  the 
ccd  he  left  it,  and  Elijah  King,  who  marrud  his  |  town  by  Caleb  Willard,  £."jO."  "June,  1774, 
sister  Mary,  came.  They  rcsidetl  in  town  till  I  to  surveying  the  town  into  lots  of  one  hundred 
death.     Archibald  McLaughlin,  a  Scotchman,  i  acres  each,  £139." 
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These  sums,  together  with  the  interest  to  An-  i  seems  to  havo  been  nearly  completed  in  1785, 
pust  13,  1785,  amount  to  .£886,  for  the  costs  of  j  when  the  proprietors'  records  terminate,  but  it 
charterinj^  and  surveyin<]:  the  town.  He  char<:cs  {  would  appear  prob;i!)le  tiuit  the  after  division 
"  October,  1770,  for  one  hundred  acres  piven  to  {  lots  were  not  ail  pitched  so  lut(»as  1802. 


Col.  Hurd  as  au  encouraq:cmcnt  to  build  mills 
£50."  "  To  mill-irons  delivered  there,  £;3()." 
"  To  ten  lots  of  laud  given  to  divers  persons,  as 
AD  encouragement  to  settle  in  said  town,  at  £10 
eacli,  £100."  These  sums,  with  interest  to  the 
date  of  the  account,  amounted  to  £355.  Tlic 
sum  total  was  £1,241.  The  proprietors  voterl  to 
rectify  and  allow  Samuel  Stevens's  account,  and 
Also  voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  £1 7  on  each  oriLrinal 
right,  which  was  to  be  paid  in  silver  or  gold, 


The  names  of  the  proprietors  are  entered  on 
I  all  Whitclaw's  maps  in  the  lots  wliicli  they 
pitched.    Since  the  survey  the  magnetic  varia- 
tion of  the  compass  needle  has  increased  nearly 
two  degrees  westward. 

Most  of  the  town  was  surveyed  into  lots  of 
100  acres  each.  The  side  linos  of  the  lots  are 
160  rods,  and  run  parallel  with  the  N.  E.  side 
of  the  town,  which  runs  N.  28  dog.  AV^,  and 
the  end  lines  of  the  lots  arc  lUO  rods,  nearly 


at  the  rate  in  silver  of  6s.  Sd.  per  oz.,  which  tax  i  ^  of  a  mile,  and  run  parallel  with  the  N.  W. 


was  for  paying  the  proprietors'  debts.  Samuel 
Stevens  was  appointed  to  collect  this  tax,  in  ! 
doing  which  he  sold  at  vendue  in  Springfield, 
February  27,  1786,  forty-six  original  rights,  in- 


I  line  of  the  town,  which  runs  N.  48  deg.  E. 
Tlie  lots  are  therefore  not  quite  rectangular. 
The  lots  along  Peachara  and  Danville  were 
made  to  consist  of  287  acres.    The  small  and 


eluding  Banning  Wentworth's  two  shares,  to  i  irregularly  formed  lots  were  on  the  Rvcijate 


Enos  Stevens.  The  proprietors  also  at  their 
meeting,  August  23,  1785,  "  voted  to  accept  and 
establish  the  survey  formerly  made  by  Solomon 
Stevens,  according  to  the  plan  by  him  made,  and 
that  said  plan  be  lodged  in  the  proprietors' 
clerk's  office  for  reference.    Among  the  propri- 


j  line,  and  along  Connecticut  River,  at  the  S. 
j  E.  and  N.  E.  corners  of  the  town. 

There  were  366  acres  to  each  proprietor's 
!  right,  for  which  he  had  three  lOO-acre  lots,  and 
!  such  a  small  lot,  '"  after  division  lot,"  as  equalized 
I  the  rights  or  shares  in  quantity  and  quality.  The 


to  the  charter ;  but  no  part  near  the  centre  of 
the  town  was  surveyed  into  acre-lots,  that  each 
proprietor  might  have  one,  as  required  by  the 


the  town  to  the  proprietors,  ^ 
and  completed  about  1787. 


finally  settled 
The  proprietors 


etors'  papers  is  a  chart  of  the  town  on  a  scale  I  proprietors  voted  lots  for  public  uses,  according 
of  60  chains  to  an  inch,  on  the  face  of  which  is 
inscribed  "  A  contracted  copy  of  the  plan  of  Bar- 
net,  taken  from  a  plan  called  a  true  copy  of  tlie 

plan  of  the  division  of  Barnet,  accepted  by  the  i  charter.    The  full  division  of  the  large  lots  of 
proprietors  in  their  meeting,  August,  1785,  and 
attested  by  James  Whitelaw,  surveyor." 

In  the  proprietors' records  this  plan,  of  which  !  voted,  Nov.  28,  1787,  that  "Enos  Stevens,  for 
this  is  a  contracted  copy,  is  called  Whitelaw's  j  and  in  consideration  of  his  rebuilding  the  mills 
plan,"  and  agrees  with  the  survey  of  the  lots  \  on  Stevens  Klvcr  in  Barnet,  have  the  exclusive 

privilege  of  pitching  the  after  division  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  ten  rights  or  shares."  "  Dec. 
12,  1787,  voted  that  lot  No.  160  bv-  for  the 
clerk  (Walter  Brock),  and  he  to  pay  Mr. 
AVhitelaw,  and  find  a  book,  and  transfer  the 
whole."  This  division  of  the  town  to  the  pro- 
prietors was  called  "the  original  survey"  or 


according  to  the  plan  of  1774,  which,  however, 
did  not  contain  a  survey  of  the  small,  irregular 
lots  on  the  Connecticut  River,  and  on  the  south 
line  of  the  town  called  the  after  division  lots,'' 
as  they  were  divided  after  the  partition  of  the 
large  lots  to  equalize  the  shares  of  the  proprie- 
tors in  quantity  and  quality. 

It  appears  from  Gen.  Whitelaw's  field-book 
that  he  surveyed  the  town  lines  of  Barnet,  in  1 784, 
and  found  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  a 
piue-tree  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  Connecti- 
cut River,  marked  "  1770,"  which  was  probably 
done  by  the  New  York  surveyors  when  tliey  sur- 
veyed "  Dunmore."    From  these  facts  it  appears 


''Grand  Division  of  Barnet." 

Nov.  8,  1774,  John  Clark  and  Alexander 
Harvey  bought  of  Samuel  Stevens,  one  cf  the 
chief  owners  of  Barnet,  7000  acres  of  land  in  the 
S.  W.  part  of  the  town,  which  was  to  l)e  laid  off 
in  one  body  on  the  Peacham  line,  and  received 
a  bond  for  a  deed,  when  the  sum  of  £408  6s.  8d. 


that  General  Whitelaw  surveyed  the  whole  town  I  was  paid,  and  guaranteeing  peaceable  possession, 
and  made  a  complete  chart  of  it  and  presented  |  in  the  mean  time.  The  price  per  acre  was  l4d., 
it  to  the  proprietors  at  their  meeting  August  23,  I  or  about  '25.  This  tract  occupies  the  S.  W. 
1785,  which  was  accepted  by  them,  and  !y  which  |  part  of  the  town,  of  which  it  is  more  than  ono 

fourth  part,  thus  described:  Beginning  at  the 
S.  W.  corner  of  the  town,  its  boundary  line  ran 
along  the  Peacham  line  5  miles  to  a  large 
H,  J.  W,  A.  T,  1770; 
thence,  turning  a  ri-h:  angl it  runs  S.  42  dt>g. 
past  the  Presbyterian  meetirig-hoii^e.  near  the 
centre  of  the  town,  2  miles,  188  roils,  and  95 


the  whole  town  was  divided  among  them. 

The  writer  has  seen  four  charts  of  Barnet. 
on  a  scale  of  30  chains  to  the  inch,  all  of  which 

were  made  by  him.    They  are  all  soiled,  worn  j  beach-tree  marked  A 
or  torn.    One  of  these,  found  ainniiL:  rhe  ])a[)ers 
of  Enos  Stevens,  attested  by  (len.  Whirclaw,  and 
dated  1785,  is  most  probably  the  one  accepted 


the  proprietors,  and  by  wiiich  the  town  was  j  links,  to  a  small  limilof  k  marked  A.  II.  I .  W, 
ultimately  divided  among  them,  which  division  |  1776,  on  the  top  of  the  hill  north  of  John  Gil- 
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filliin's  house  ;  thence,  tuniin-j^  a  rij^ht  anp;lc,  it 
ran  S.  48  ilcg.,  W.  in  a  direction  piirullcl  with 
the  Pcachiirn  lino,  ahout  3  niilcs,  112  rods,  and 
32  links,  to  a  great  hemlock  marked  A  .  H,  I .  W, 
1776  ;  thence,  turnin;::  an  obtuse  anf,'le,  it  ran 
along  the  Ryegate  town  lino,  N.  68  deg.  "W. 
about  3  miles,  to  the  place  of  l)eginiiing  ;  the 
whole  containing  7,000  acres,  which  was  deeded 
by  Willard  Stevens  to  Alexander  Harvey, 
March  10,  1781.  Gen.  Whitclaw  surveyed  the 
Harvey  Tract  in  1776.  It  is  divided  into  .'3 
ranges  running  parallel  with  the  Peacham  line. 
The  lots  contain  50  acres  each,  and  are  rectan- 
gular, long,  and  narrow,  and  are  numbered 
separately  in  each  range,  beginning  at  the 
Ryegate  line.    Their  whole  number  is  135. 

The  present  town  clerk,  by  a  late  vote  of  the 
town,  made  a  double  index  of  all  the  land  records 
from  1783  to  the  present  time.  The  index-book 
is  a  royal  folio  of  500  pages,  made  for  such  a 
purpose.  The  index  occupies  more  than  300 
pages,  with  blank  leaves  under  each  letter  for 
future  use.  It  consists  of  a  descending  index^ 
by  which  land  titles  can  be  traced  down  to  the 
present  time,  and  an  ascending  index,  by  which 
the  title  can  be  traced  up  to  the  grantees  in  the 
charter.  To  facilitate  the  process,  tlic  years  in 
■which  the  deeds  were  recorded  are  entered  by 
the  clerk  in  the  double  index,  to  make  which 
every  page  of  the  land  records,  amounting  to 
several  thousand,  was  examined,  so  that,  if  a 
deed  is  recorded,  it  can  be  ea-ily  and  quickly 
found,  and,  if  it  is  not  in  the  index,  it  is  certainly 
known  that  it  has  not  been  recorded.  Tt  is 
believed  Barnet  is  the  first  town  in  Vermont 
that  has  made  such  an  index,  which  saves  much 
time  and  trouble,  aud  gives  certain  and  satisfac- 
tory information  in  searching  the  records. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  for  some 
years  after  it,  the  town  hold  its  meetincrs  at 
John  McLaren's,  but  more  frequently  at  Robert 
Twaddell's,  whose  houses  were  near  the  re  tit  re 
of  the  town.  June  1,  17S6,  the  proprietors 
pitched  lots  87,  38,  and  39  for  the  fust  settled 
minister  of  the  gospel,  according  to  the  charter 
of  the  town.  In  17S5  or  178G,  4  acres  in  the 
N.  "W.  corner  of  lot  87  were  cleared,  each  quarter 
I  of  the  town  clearing  an  acre.  On  this  a  mooting 
house  was  raised.  Dec.  18, 17S8,  the  town  voted 
to  raise  money  by  subscription  towards  fini!-hing 
the  meeting-house.  "Jan.  15,  1789.  Thirty-one 
persons  declare  their  intention  of  liaving  tlic 
meeting-house  for  a  place  of  public  worship." 
"  Oct.  9.  Town  resolves  that  the  hou<e  should 
be  finished  by  subscription.''  Doc.  30,  1791. 
Town  votes  that  the  meeting-house  was  town 
property,  and  subject  to  town  rules.  Jan.  19. 
1792.  The  town  votes  to  constitute  and  appoint 
the  mcetinij-house  l\>r  public  worsliip  of  Cod. 
Feb,  I,  1792.  The  lower  part  of  the  house 
having  been  finished,  the  [jows.  L'S  in  number, 
were  sold  ut  vendu(\  undt.-r  certain  roL'nlations, 
for  about  £300,  one  teutiipurt  to  be  paid  in  money, 


and  the  rest  in  wheat,  at  5s.  per  bushel.  July 
5,  1795.  The  galleries  were  finished,  and  tlic 
pews  were  sold,  in  a  similar  manner,  for  about 
£110,  which  was  to  be  paid  for  the  expense 
of  finishing  the  house.  Jan.  14,  1799,  The 
town  votes  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  $120  of 
the  money  due  for  the  sale  of  seats  be  applied 
to  purchase  stoves  for  the  house.  They  were 
not,  however,  procured  till  about  1810;  still, 
the  meeting  on  Sabbath  was  well  attended  in 
the  winter,  all  being  warmly  clothed,  and  the 
women  having  foot-stoves,  as  they  were  called. 

In  1829,  the  year  before  the  demise  of  Rev. 
David  Goodwillie,  the  first  meeting-house  was 
removed,  and,  on  the  same  site,  a  large  brick 
church  edifice,  with  a  steeple,  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  $5,000.  This  edifice  was  acci- 
dentally burnt  in  February,  1849,  and  the  con- 
gregation erected  and  finished  the  present  ele- 
gant and  commodious  house  of  public  worship, 
all  ready  for  use,  in  5  months  after  the  former 
one  was  burnt,  and  the  cost  of  erection  was 
promptly  paid. 

The  Revolutionary  soldiers  were  Thomas 
Hazcltine,  a  pensioner,  John  Bonett,  a  pen- 
sioner, Daniel  Hall,  Caleb  Stiles,  John  Woods, 
William  Strobridge,  a  pensioner,  Amasa  Grout, 
and  William  Tice.  The  following  Scotchmen 
also  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War :  Archi- 
bald Harvey,  a  pensioner,  who  was  at  the  taking 
of  Quebec :  Thomas  Clark,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1774.  He  enlisted  at  Hanover, 
N.  H.,  and  served  in  Col.  Cilley's  regiment. 
He  was  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  and  was  so 
badly  wounded  that  he  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital in  Albany.  When  recovered,  and  on  his 
way  to  rejoin  the  army,  he  was  seized  with 
fever  and  ague,  and  hired  a  man  for  $200  to 
take  his  place  in  ihe  army,  whicli  sum  he  lost, 
'  as  the  Continental  money  was  so  depreciated 
in  value.  He  settled  in  Barnet  in  1792  or  1793, 
but,  some  years  before  his  death,  removed  to 
the  S.  E.  corner  of  Peacham.  He  was  an  in- 
telligent man,  and  a  member  of  the  Associate 
I'rcsbyterian  Church  of  Barnet.  William 
Jolinston,  a  staft'  officer  and  a  pensioner,  was 
at  the  battles  of  Germantown,  Monmouth,  and 
Brandywine.  He  saw  Gen.  Putnam  plunge 
down  the  frightful  precipice,  and  escape,  and 
witnessed  Maj,  Andre's  execution,  when,  he 
said,  the  American  ofticers  wept.  On  one 
occasion,  he  was  engaged  in  taking  some  British 
soldiers  captive,  one  of  whom  was  Alexander 
Emsley,  who  settled  in  Barnet,  and  married  his 
widow. 

Upon  the  first  call  for  Revolutionary  soldiei-s 
in  1777,  Bartholomew  Somers,  John  McLaren. 
I  and  James  Orr,  all  of  whom  settled  early  in 
town,  near  the  centre,  went  to  Saratoga  at  the 
time  of  Bnrgoyne's  surrender.  They  were  all 
members  of  the  same  church.  Mr.  McLaren's 
f)otatoe3  were  not  dug  till  the  next  spring,  when 
they  were  found  to  be  fresh  and  good,  as  the 
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auow,  which  fell  early,  and  was  deep  all  winter, 
preserved  them.  Thus  Providence  favored  the 
brave  and  patriotic. 

In  1782,  the  State  ordered  a  force  of  300  men 
to  be  raised  from  all  the  towns  ia  the  State, 
except  the  towns  on  Connecticut  River,  above 
Barnet,  the  number  to  bo  raised  acconling  to 
the  town  lists.  Jacob  Hall  was  chosen  captain 
of  the  militia  of  Barnet,  1779. 

John  Galbraith,  a  Scotclmian,  came  to  Barnet 
and  bought  300  acres  on  the  Passumpsic,  at  the 
mouth  of  Euerick  Brook,  from  Euos  Stevens, 
in  1776,  intending  to  return  to  Scotland  and 
send  his  sons  to  improve  the  lands,  but  the  war 
prevented  his  return,  and  he  built  a  house  and 
lived  alone.  Indians  often  called  upon  him; 
sometimes  in  greater  number  than  he  thought 
safe ;  but  as  he  was  kind  to  them  they  did  him 
no  harm.    Rev.  Thomas  Clark,  of  Salem,  N.  Y., 


felt.  Hid  wife  had  a  very  vigorous  mind,  good 
judgment,  and  memory.  She  was  noted  for  her 
extensive  religious  knowledge  and  piety,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Associate  Congregation  of 
Burnet  for  about  40  years.  She  rode  on  horse- 
back to  Mr.  (joodwillie's  church,  and  so  regular 
and  constant  was  her  attendance,  that  one  day, 
when  too  feeble  to  attend,  her  horse,  from  long 
use,  jumped  out  of  the  pasture  one  Sabbath 
morning,  went  with  the  neighbors  to  meeting, 
stood  at  the  horse-block,  where  it  used  to  be  tied 
till  the  evening,  and  then  went  home ;  all  this 
without  bridle,  saddle,  or  rider.  She  died  in 
1828,  aged  95  years. 

When  on  her  deathbed  she  thanked  her  aged 
pastor  for  tho  precious  truths  of  the  gospel  she 
hud  heard  him  so  long  preach,  and  kissed  the 
young  pastor's  hand,  saying  tc  him,  "I  esteem 
your  office  higher  than  that  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth."    She  and  Mrs.  Twaddcl,  though  nearly 


Rev.  Robert  Annan,  of  Boston,  John  Galbraith,  | 
and  some  others,  most  of  whom  were  Scotchmen,  |  99  years  of  age,  could  repeat  coiTcctly  the  West- 
obtained  a  grant  from  Xew  York,  which  lay  on  |  minster  shorter  catechism,  besides  many  psalms 
the  Passumpsic,  including  Burke  and  parts  ad 
jacent,  being  about  9  miles  long  and  6  broad 
and  which  thev  called  Bamf.    John  Galbraith  re 


ceived  S99  81  as  his  share  of  the  $30,000  paid  by 


and  other  parts  of  the  Bible. 

John  ^SlcCulloch,  a  very  intelli^-ent,  judicious, 
and  religious  man,  and  long  an  ebler  of  the  As- 
sociate congregation,  had  a  son,  who  died  lately, 


this  State  to  2sew  York  to  quitclaim  Yermout.  about  53  years  of  age,  who  had  a  very  remark- 
He  went  to  Canada  to  return  to  Scotland,  and  i  able  memory.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
was  seized  as  a  spy  and  shipped,  with  Jonathan  j  Bible,  and  could  repeat  more  chapters  after  twice 
Elkins  of  Peacham' and  others,  to  England,  where  lor  thrice  reading  them  than  the  teacher  m  the 
he  was  acquitted  and  set  free,  having  got  a  free  i  Sabbath  school  had  time  to  hear.  Often  his 
passao-e.  He  went  home  to  Scotland,and,  after  the  |  memory  has  been  tried  by  opening  the  Bible  at 
Revolution,  his  sons  came  and  occupied  his  lands,  j  many  different  parts  ;  and  reading  a  passage,  he 
Archibald  McLau-hlan,  another  Scotchman,  |  would  promptly  tell  the  book,  the  chapter,  and 
bought  land  in  the  southeast  conicr  of  the  liar-  j  almost  always  the  very  verse  read.  He  was  not 
vey  Tract,  in  1776,  from  Col.  Han-ey.  Two 
Scotchmen,  William  Stevenson  and  James  Cross, 

settled  in  to^sm  in  1776,  and  took  lots  in  Har-  the  writer  has  seen  and  tried  his  memory.  How 


so  exact,  however,  as  to  the  verse  as  the  cele- 
brated blind  Alick  of  Stiriing,  Scotland,  whom 


ever,  his  memory  was  most  remarkable  for  the 
date  of  events.  He  could  tell  promptly  the  year, 
the  day  of  the  mouth,  the  day  of  the  week,  and 
what  kind  of  a  day  it  was  on  which  the  event  hap- 
pened. He  could  tell  who  he  had  heard  preach, 
from  the  text,  the  psalm,  and  the  tune  to  which 
The  writer  has  tested  his 


yefs  tract,  on  Stevens's  River.  They  lived  alone 
in  a  house  for  a  nmiiber  of  years.  Coming  home 
at  one  time  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  from  the 
mill  at  Newbury,  with  grists  on  their  backs,  when 
about  a  mile  from  then-  house,  they  found  a  bear 
sitting  in  the  path.     Mr.  Stevenson,  who  was 

considerably  ahead,  while  his  hound  engaged  the  |  the  psalm  was  sung, 
bear,  got  an  opportunity  to  strike  it  across  the  \  memory  in  ditlerent  ways,  not  only  by  the  Bible, 
eyes  with  a  cudgel  of  a  staflf  that  he  earned,  |  but  by  records,  through  a  course  ot  nearly  50 
which  broke  its  ''nose  and  stunned  it  in  some  j  years,  and  found  it  cortcct.  1- ebmary  can  have 
measure;  still  Bruin  gave  ficrht  to  him  and  his  i  five  Sabbaths  only  when  it  begins  .and  ends  on 
do- ;  but  Stevenson,  watchin-  a  good  oppurtu-  i  that  day,  which  can  occur  only  once  in  28  years 
nity,  struck  it  across  the  small  of  tho  back  and  1  The  writer  once  suddenly  u.-ked  when  had 
continued  the  blows  till  he  beat  the  bear  to  death.  ;Febniary  five  Sabbaths  in  ni  "InKS24,  he 
He  was  a  strong  and  courageous  man,  and  tol.l  |  promptly  replied.  When  will  it  have  hve  again 
the  writer  that  he  did  not  know  the  nature  of  the  i  was  the  next  question,  as  pron.ptly  answered, 
beast  he  killed,  and  never  thou-.ht  he  was  in  any  .  "  In  1852."  Indeed,  he  was  a  livmg  almanac, 
danger  till  he  examined  the  bear's  great  paws  •  and  so  used  by  the  family  and  others.  H.s  fath- 
after  death.  He  carried  it  home,  while  Mr.  er  one  day  was  speaking  ot  an  event  the  date  of 
Cross,  who  came  up  during  the  fmht  and  broke  \  which  he  did  not  recollect.  1  .s  son  w;i.s  nxing 
a  fine  staff  over  th.e  beast,  cartied  the  two  grists,  i  the  fire  and  not  appearing  to  be  taking  notice  ot 
James  Gilchrist,  Esq.,  a  Scotchman.  al...ut  tbe  |  the  conversation,  when  ins  lather,  accmding  to 
year  1777,  settled  on  the  plain  at  Mclndoc's  Falls,  i  his  custom,  said,  "  Joini,  when  was  u  '  He  m- 
At  an  early  period  he  was  elected  to  important  |  inMantly  replied,  "Six  years  ago  last  Saturday. 
oQicea  in  town,  in  which  his  intlueuce  was  long  |  He 


r'cll  read  in  commeutaries  on  the 
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Bible  and  otlu  r  roli^^ious  hook'i,  and,  moreover, 
had  eoino  takiit  for  poftrv.  lie  compost'd  an 
elecry  in  which  ho  eul<)<_'izi.Hl  his  iv^d  niinistor, 
whoso  (k'Uth  ho  lamented,  and  u!>o  wrott*  a  hu- 
morous and  satirical  sonir  ontho  vices  ami  follies 
of  an  unworthy  imlividual.  The  latter,  with 
other  humorous  sonj^s,  ho  nscd  to  8in;jr.  \)i:'m<: 
very  fond  of  music  and  tjomcwhat  of  a  proficient 
therein. 

In  17S8,  the  town  voted  to  fine  absonteos  from 
town  meetings  SI  00. 

Until  some  years  after  the  Kevolutiouftry  "War 
the  only  way  of  access  to  the  town  was  by  the 
Hazen  road,  running  throu^'h  the  west  part  of  it. 

At  an  early  period  a  road  was  made,  ^>ol:i^nintr 
at  the  Hazen  road,  on  the  north  side  of  Harvey's 
Mountain,  and  proceeding  by  the  north  end  of 
Harvey's  Lake  and  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
terminated  at  the  mouth  of  Joes  Kiver,  and  was 
afterwards  extended  up  the  Passuiiqi-ic  Kivcr  to 
St.  Johnsbury.  Xo  road  from  Weils  Kiver  was 
made  up  the  Connecticut  Kiver  till  some  yeaw 
after  the  Revolutionary'  War. 

The  Passumpsic  Turnpike  Cornpaiiy  was  in- 
corporated in  1805.  The  lirst  mile  from  Jf>es 
Brook  down  the  Passumpsic  was  made  in  18U7, 
and  the  next  season  it  was  made  to  Ky<-L:ate  line, 
when  the  Legislature  grantc<l  the  privilcL.'e  of 
taking  half  toll.  Afterwards  the  road  wa^  ex- 
tended to  Wells  River.  It  is  gaid  to  have  cost 
$26,000.  Alterations  in  Barnct  and  KycirJite, 
extending  in  the  whole  to  about  seven  miles, 
were  subsequently  made,  ct>stin;;  m<  re  tlian 
$7,000,  of  which  nearly  54,iW0  wero  [eiid  by 
Bamet,  Ryegate,  and  Newbury.  A  committee 
appointed  by  the  County  Court  [)ri7.c<i  tiic  turn- 
pike at  $4,000,  which  was  {mid  by  the  tow  ns  and 
it  became  a  free  road. 

Dr.  Phineas  Stevens,  brother  of  Enos  Steven?, 
was  the  first  physician  in  town.  WUiiani  .^haw 
was  the  first  merchant,  havin<4  a  st<  ae  at  Steven.s'ti 
Falls.  Thomas  Dennison  Wivs  probably  the  first 
lawyer  who  lived  in  town. 

Air.  Wilson,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  had 
lost  an  arm  in  battle,  was  the  iir?t  >rb.<M>l-!eacher. 
and  taught  between  Stevens's  and  MeludK's 
Falls.  The  log  schoolhouse  t-t.«.d  ne.ir  when- 
William  Harvey  now  lives.  Willi  im  Slu-arvr, 
senior,  taught  school  at  an  early  jH-riml  near 
Ross's  Pond.  William  Johnston,  who  -ervt  <i  in 
the  American  anny,  came  to  t<-)wn  al^m  17'.m», 
and  for  a  few  years  taught  a  sch<xd  on  tije  ri>in- 
ground  around  which  the  [.ublic  mu\  run*,  near 
the  northwest  corner  of  Harvey I. .ike.  In 
1801  he  moved  near  to  the  centre  .  i  li.e  town 
and  taught  school  near  the  i'n-bytcriau  rhnn  h. 

Ho  was  a  good  teacher,  and  hi-i  li.uidwritim: 
was  very  plain,  neat,  and  n  L'ui.ir.  He  kept 
school  more  than  t2()  year-i  in  t.^vn,  ar.d  iiuuiy 
of  the  youth  of  Banu  t.  t-n  »t  i^'A  Miiall,  were 
tau-xht  by  liiin.  The  wi  iu  r  j^).M  .,e«  d.xMj- 
m.'iits  containing  the  M.'ua'.tire  wf  Jtiuathan 
Fowler,  who  was  one  of  tiio  lour  men  who  tii-st 


settled  the  town  and  county,  written  May  1, 
1787;  the  signaturo  of  Bamet  Fowler,  his  son, 
the  tirst-born  male  in  the  town  and  county,  writ- 
ten March  12,  179!>;  and  a  school-bill,  "Jona- 
than Fowler  to  William  Johnston,  Dr.,  to  one 
quarter's  school-rate  for  your  son  Bamet,  com- 
mencing November  19,  1792,  S2  00." 

April  1,  1788,  the  town  is  divi<led  into  four 
districts,  according  to  the  following  description: 
"  1st,  north  of  Thomas  Smith's  Falls  into  Pa.s- 
sumpsic ;  2d,  south  of  Thomas  Smith's  Falls  to 
Stevens's  River  ;  .3d,  south  of  Stevens's  River  to 
I  Peacham  line  ;  4th,  Great  River."    Now  there 
j  are  18  school  districts  and  20  schools  in  town, 
I  l)esides  a  flourishing  academy  at  IMcIndoe's  Falls, 
j     The  spotted  fever  prevailed  in  town  in  1811, 
j  and  was  very  fiital.    It  returned  in  1818.  The 
j  typhus  fever  prevailed  in  1815,  '10,  and  '17,  and 
j  proved  fatal  in  many  cases. 
!     There  are  4  villages,  4  post-offices,  and  7 
j  churches  in  to\vn. 

j  Barnet  Village,  situated  at  the  Falls  on 
j  Stevens's  River,  contains  a  large  number  of 
i  houses  and  inhabitants.  Here  are  the  Bamet 
i  post-office,  an  inn,  a  gristmill,  a  sawmill,  two 
!  woollen  factories,  and  two  stores,  the  town  house, 
i  and  a  Union  church,  a  fine  building  with  steeple 
:  and  bell. 

I    McIndoe's  Falls  is  situated  in  theS.  E.  comer 
i  of  the  town,  at  Mclndoe's  Falls,  on  Connecticut 
I  River,  so  called  because  John  Mclndoe  early  set- 
tled and  owned  land  at  the  Falls,  on  which  are 
great  lumber  mills.    The  village  is  beautifully 
-ituated  on  an  extensive  plain,  and  contains  a 
'  large  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants.  Here 
■  are  the  Mclndoe's  Falls  post-office,  an  inn,  two 
!  stores,  a  carnage  factory,  the  Methodist  chapel, 
I  the  Congregational  church,  a  fine  building,  with 
t  stei  ple  and  bell,  and  the  Mclndoe's  Falls  Acade- 
!  my,  a  large,  elegant,  and  commodious  edifice, 
'  finely  situated. 

!  Passumpsic  Village,  situated  at  the  north 
j  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Passumpsic  River,  at 
;  Kendall's  Falls,  at  which  are  mills  and  factories. 
'  It  contains  the  Passumpsic  post-office,  the  Bap- 
'  tist  chapel,  two  stores,  an  inn,  and  a  considerable 
;  numitcr  of  houses. 

!  West  Barvet,  situated  on  Stevens's  River, 
near  the  north  end  of  Harvey's  Lake,  contains 
the  West  Bamet  post-office,  a  neat  Union  church, 
a  sture,  <rrist  and  sawmill. 

There  is  a  L'nion  meeting-house  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town. 

l'(»rULxVnON  AND  WEALTH  OF  BARXET. 
I  Tlie  Scott  hmen  were  generally  very  robust  men 
and  retained  their  strength  to  an  advanced  age. 
Many  of  them  lived  till  90  and  some  to  95  years 
..f  a-''.  Uuht.  Twaddell's  wife  was  ne;irly  01>.  and 
Claud  Stuart  100  years  and  4  moTiths  when  they 
die-d.  Tu  Febmary,  1774,  Gen.  Wliitelaw  writes 
that  there  were  15  families  in  Bamet,  and  in  Au- 
gust of  the  same  year,  when  Col.  Harvey  viewed 
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tJio  towTi  to  buy  land  for  the  Scotch  company,  he  i  of  the  enemy  was  cou.siderable.    His  father  and 


writes  in  his  journal,  Auirust  27,  that  thero  were 
six  or  seven  settlers  on  the  river  and  a  few  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  town. 

In  all  Whitelaw's  chart:^,  the  names  of  the 
prantees  arc  inserted  in  the  lots  they  drew,  but  j 
few  of  tho  oritrinal  proprietor  ever  settled  the  | 
lands  {panted  to  them  by  the  charter.    Rev.  | 


some  members  of  tjie  family  [)rocurod  tiij^ners  to 
the  petition  to  Gov.  Wentwortli,  who  ^nted  tho 
charter  of  tho  town.  They  in  most;  instances 
procured  deeds  of  acquittance  fnim  the  jK'tition- 
ers,  as  proprietors,  piviug  from  a  few  shiliinj^s  to 
a  few  pounds  for  a  share  of  .'itiO  acres,  so  that  he 
and  his  tlirec  elder  brothers,  S.vml'll,  Wiixai^d, 


Thomas  Bcveridi^e,  who  visited  the  town  in  the  I  and  Simox,  became  chief  proprietors  of  tho  town. 


gammer  of  1789,  writes  that  there  were  then  40 
Scotch  families  in  town. 

In  tho  collection  of  papers  beloncrini^  to 
Rev.  David  Goodwillie,  was  found  an  accurately 
drawn  map  of  the  to^vu,  made  by  him  about  the 


His  yoana:er  brother,  Soi-omdn.  was  a  land  fior- 
veyor,  and  surveyed  Barnet  in  1774. 

Ho  took  the  side  of  tho  liiiti>h  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  father  and  broth'.-rs  had  been 
honored  by  commissions  from  tlie  pjvernors  of 


time  he  came  to  settle,  in  Septemiier,  1790.  In  |  the  British  provinces  of  New  Hamp^liire  and 
this  chart  all  tho  names  of  the  actual  settlers,  i  New  York,  and  like  many  others,  no  d»ju))t,  he 
about  90  in  number,  are  inserted  in  the  lots  on  i  thought  that  the  powerful  crown  of  Great  Britain 
which  they  settled.  From  this  map  it  ajjpears  |  would  soon  crush  the  infant  American  Ri  public. 
that  at  that  time  the  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  j  In  his  journal  he  wiites  :  "  Charlestown,  N.  II., 
town  were  settled  on  the  lots  near  the  central  parts  |  May  2,  1777.  Set  out  for  New  York  ;  left  my 
of  the  town,  and  between  these  and  the  Peacham  j  all  for  the  sake  of  my  king  and  my  country.'"' 
line,  with  a  considerable  number  in  the  southwest  i  In  New  York^he  joined  a  volunteer  company 


part  of  the  to^vn.  The  meadow  lands  along  tho 
Connecticut  River,  from  Ryegate  to  the  Pas- 
sumpsic  River,  were  settled,  and  there  were  a 
few  settlers  between  that  river  and  Waterford. 
In  the  north  and  southeast  parts  of  the  town 
there  were  no  inhabitants. 

In  1 786,  the  first  grand  list  recorded  gives, 
polls,  57,  $5,816;  1790,  the  grand  list  gives, 
polls,  93,  $13,142;  1860,  the  grand  list  gives, 
poUs,  362,  $70,213. 

Population  in  1791  was  477  ;  in  1800,  860 ;  in 
1810,  1,301  ;  in  1820,  1,488  ;  in  1830,  1,707  ;  in 
1840,  2,030;  in  1850,  2,522 ;  in  1860,  2,002. 


ENOS  STEYEN'S,  ESQ.,  A^'D  FAMILY. 
Enos  Stevens,  Esq.,  was  bom  October  2. 
1739.  There  is  a  tradition  in  his  father's  family 
that  the  town  was  called  Barnet  from  the  cir- 
cimistance  that  his  great-grandfather,  who  emi- 
grated to  Slassachusetts  in  1685,  came  from  Bar- 
net  in  England,  which  is  a  market  town  1 1  miles 
north-northwest  from  London,  and  is  situated  in 
a  parish  of  the  same  name.  "  It  stands  on  a 
height,  and  has  a  church,  built  in  14C0,  a  gram- 
mar school  founded  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1573, 
and  some  well-endowed  almshouses.  An  obelisk 
near  tho  town  commemorates  a  battle  fought 
there  between  the  York  and  Lancaster  armies  in 
1471,  when  the  latter  was  totally  defeated,  and 
their  leader,  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick  was 
killed.  Its  population  in  1851  was  2,380."  His 
uncle,  Samuel  Steve xs,  was  employed  by  a 
land  company  to  explore  the  cotmtry,  from  White 
River  to  tho  heads  of  the  Onion  and  Lamoille 
rivers,  to  find  out  the  best  lands  for  settlement. 
This  he  did  in  1 700.  His  father,  Capt.  I'li  inea3 
Stevens,  in  1747,  v.'itli  30  mr-n,  bravi'lv  d  tend- 
cd  the  fort  at  Charle;^town,  N.  II.,  ; 
French  and  Indian^,  wlu'se  assaidt  w 


appointed  by  the  British  Commauder  to  guard 
on  the  coast,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
ever  engaged  in  battle.  He,  with  six  others, 
Sept.  30,  1782,  received  a  commission  from  "  his 
excellency,  the  commander-in-chietV  to  go  to 
Nova  Scotia  "to  take  charge  of  tho  provisions, 
arms,  and  ammimhion  sent  by  the  commander- 
in-chief  for  the  use  of  refugees  going  with  them 
to  settle  in  that  cotmtry,  and  divide  the  same 
among  them."  He  bought  land  and  settled  in 
Digby,  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  resided  till  1785. 
After  the  war  of  indepeitdence,  lie  ap[ilied  to  the 
British  government  for  indemnity  for  "loyalty 
losses,  and  senices,"  but  it  is  not  probable  tiiat 
he  was  indemnified  for  his  losses,  as  his  lands  in 
Barnet  were  not  confiscated.  In  his  journal  he 
writes:  "Feb.  25,  1785.  Came  to  Charlcstown ; 
found  all  my  friends  well ;  seven  years  and  t-n 
months  since  I  left  this  town."  He  came  to 
Barnet,  and  was  present  at  a  mcetincr  of  tiie 


proprietors,  August  23,  1785, 


ud  drew  his  shares 


m  the  town  when  the  first  division  took  place. 
xVfter  this,  ho  sold  his  possessions  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  came  to  Barnet  to  ivr-iue.  He  pur- 
chased the  lands  owned  by  his  brothers,  and 
obtained  vendue-titles  to  others  ;  go  that  he 
owned  the  greater  part  of  the  town.  He  encour- 
aged the  early  settlement  of  the  town  by  ginng 
lots  to  the  first  settlers.  Ho  cnira^rcd  Col.  Hurd 
to  build  grist  and  sawmills  on  the  Falls,  at  the 
mouth  of  Stevens  River,  and  afterwards  pur- 
chased them,  and  they  were  called  Stevens  Milli. 
It  is  said  that  it  was  ono  of  Ids  brothers  who 
built  tho  gristmill  at  the  outlet  ofllaney'a 
Lake,  which  was  long  owned  by  Ru!)ort  Brock, 
and  near  which  Walter  Brock  atiorwards  built  a 
sawmill,  and  these  were  called  *'  Bnx'k's  :\lills," 
rainst  4u0  j  which  were  the  first  built  in  town  after  Stevens 
IS  carried  Mills.    To  Barnet  Fowler,  son  of  Jonatlian 


on  in  diir>-rent  ways  lor  three  days.  He  rrpellod  i  Fowler,  the  fu'st  male  child  born  in  Barnet.  he 
them  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  while  tho  loss  1  gavo  a  lot  of  laud  in  tho  N.  E.  poxt  of  tho  town, 
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and  the  nurno  of  Burnet  Fowler  is  written  near  |  "  descended  from  crcdital)lo  and  }ionost  parents; 
Harvey  Fowler  in  Whitelaw'.s  rhart  of  the  town.  |  that  ho  had  un  education  suitable  to  his  stntion, 
Sept.  4,  1787,  ho  was  admitted  to  take  tho  free- 1  and  that  he  wa^,  in  hid  conduct  and  behavior,  i:i 
man's  oath.  For  many  years  he  was  a  mauM.s- j  every  respect  virtuous,  obli;xinp,  and  modest." 
trate,  and  reprcsentod  tho  town  in  the  fx'irislaturc  j  Mr.  Harvey  and  .John  Clark  were  tho  at^ents  of 
in  1795,  1796,  and  1807.  Inl79S,  hewas  up- 1  a  company  of  fanners  in  tho  shires  of  Perth  and 
pointed  by  the  government  one  of  tho  comnii.s- 1  Stirling',  appointed  to  searcii  out  and  purchase  a 
sioners  to  take  tho  census  in  this  part  of  Ver-  i  largo  tract  of  land  in  America  for  tho  company 
mont.  His  brother,  Willard  Stevens,  moved  to  <  to  settle.  Ho  left  his  father's  houso  May  9,  1774, 
Bamet  in  1776,  but  soon  returned  to  Charles- 1  and  they  pailed  for  America,  and  landed  in  New 
town,  and,  immediately  after,  Elijah  King,  who  i  York,  July  22,  in  company  with  John  Galhrnith, 
married  Mary  Ste^jens,  tho  sister  of  Enos  j  Thomas  Clark,  and  others,  who  carao  to  Baniet. 
Stevens,  moved  to  Bamet,  where  they  lived  1  Tho  agents  proceeded  by  Albany  to  examine 
till  their  death.  lands  nciir  Schenectady,  but  tho  quantity  for  salo 

He  was  married  March  4,  1791,  to  Sophia  |  was  not  sufficient.  They  proceeded  by  Balls- 
Grout,  of  Charlestown.  They  had  10  children,  i  town,  Saratoga,  and  Salem,  to  Cambridge,  N. 
most  of  whom  died  before  adult  ago  ;  only  three  j  Y.,  but,  not  obtaining  their  object,  crossed  the 
now  survive.  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  tho  eldest,  i  Green  Mountains,  and  came  by  Charlestown, 
was  bom  Dec.  13,  1791.  He  has  transacted  ;  Hanover,  and  Newbmy,  to  Ryegate,  one  half  of 
much  business  in  town,  and  has  been  elected  to  \  which  Gen.  Whitelaw  had  purchased  from  Dr. 
different  town  offices,  and  represented  Barnet  in  j  Withcrspoon,  and  examined  tho  other  half  of  the 
the  Legislatui-e  in  1826  and  \b/i.  For  many  jtown,  as  they  were  instmcted  by  tho  directors, 
years  he  has  been  collecting  tiles  of  newspapers,  j  They  then  came  to  Bamet,  where  they  arrived 
pamphlets,  and  ^vritten  documents,  to  illustrate  !  August  27,  in  company  with  Solomon  Stevens, 
the  history  of  the  Tovra  and  State,  many  of  w  hich  j  tho  brother  of  Samuel  Stevens,  both  of  whom 
he  sold  to  tho  State  for  S4,000.  He  was  for  j  were  proprietors  of  the  town.  Tho  next  day, 
many  years  President  of  the  Historical  So- { they  went  and  examined  7,000  acres  of  land  in 
CiETY  OF  Vermont.  His  present  collection  j  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  town,  attended  by  Mr. 
consists  of  3,4S5  bound  volumes,  alxjut  6,500  j  Stevens  and  a  guide.  In  Col.  Harvey's  jour- 
pamphlets,  alx)ut  400  volumes  of  newspajx'rs,  j  nal  (now  before  the  writer),  he  says  "  there  are 
and  probably  20,000  letters,  bearing  date  from  I  six  or  seven  settlers  in  tho  township  on  the  river, 
1726  to  1854.  Ho  has  the  old  ficUl-lnjoks  of  all  |  and  a  few  in  the  back  parts  of  tho  town."  They 
town  lines  surveyed  by  James  Vv'hitelaw,  Esq.,  |  otlored  Mr.  Stevens  one  shilling  sterling  per 
surveyor-general,  and  his  deputies.  His  8on  |  '^cvq,  but  ho  asked  IS  pence,  and  gave  them  a 
Enos  graduated  at  ISIiddlebury  College.  His  I  letter  to  his  brotlier  in  New  York,  "  with  whom 
son  Henry,  after  being  engaged  by  tlio  goveni-  i  they  might  treat  at  large."  Returning  by 
ment  in  ditTeivnt  offices  in  'Washington,  graduated  I  Albany  to  New  York,  they  went  by  Philadelphia, 
at  Yale  College,  and  wont  to  London,  and  wus  i -ind  examined  lands  on  the  Susquehanna  and 
employed  in  purchasing  rare  and  valuable  lx>oks  |  Schuylkill  rivers,  and  then  returned  to  New 
for  several  ^Vmerican  gentlemen,  and  in  1S4G  he  j  ^  ^>rk,  where  they  an-ived  in  October,  1774. 
was  employed  by  the  Trustees  of  tho  British  j  They  oiibred  Samuel  Stevens  one  shilling  an 
Museum  to  make  up  a  catalogue  of  American  j  ^icre,  but  he  demanded  16  pence.  But,  Nov.  8, 
works  not  found  in  the  library  of  that  institution,  I  tli^-T  "  agree  with  Mr.  Stevens  to  pay  14  pence 
and  was  then  appointed  to  furnish  these  works,  |  sterling  for  each  aero  of  7,000  acres  of  land  in 
and  a  complete  set  of  tho  public  documents  of  ;  Barnet,  lying  on  the  Peacham  line,  to  extend  5 
each  one  of  the  United  States,  and  a  complete  i  niiles  on  said  line,  and  to  pay  one  half  of  the 
set  of  all  documents  published  by  Con;rvrss,  and  j  nioncy  in  November,  1775,  and  tho  other  to  be 
all  such  books  as  contain  the  gener^d  literature  i  paid  them,  or  to  bear  interest  for  such  time  as  it 
of  each  State.  j  remained  unpaid."    His  journal,  under  date  of 

He  became,  about  1848,  agent  for  tho  Smith- |  Nov.  23,  1784,  says:  "Accordingly,  received  a 
sonian  Institution,  and  is  still  extensively  en-  boiul  of  Samuel  Stevens  of  £1,000,  6s.  Gd.  ster- 
gaged  in  the  exchange  of  books  iK-twcen  tiie  :  bng,  that  wo  were  to  receive  a  complete  deed  for 
institutions  of  England  and  America.  j  7,000  acres  of  land  in  Barnet,  wii^i  a  covenant 

His  son  George  graduated  at  West  Pt.int.  1S43,  j  of  waiTantee  deed  to  pay  and  receive  at  Nov. 
and  was  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  1844,  ,1775;  at  the  same  time,  wo  granted  a  bond  to 
and  joined  tho  army  at  Fort  Joseph,  commanded  i  i'liid  Mr.  Stevens,  of  equal  sum,  to  fulfil  tho 
by  Gen.  Taylor,  but  was  not  long  !iitenvard.s  ac- :  iMomiscs  on  our  part.  The  bond  was  sealed  on 
cidentally  drowned.  i  ^^^^^^  parts,  and  signed  and  delivered  before  two 

 ■  witTi.>5-;,>s."     Having  made  out  an  account  of 

COL.  ALEXAXL>Ell  UAliVKl  AND  FAMILY 


tlieir  proceedings  to  send  to  the  company,  John 
Clark  sailed  for  Scotland,  Dec.  11,  1774,  and 
took  the  record  with  him. 
Scotland.     His  credentiaid  repaocut  lum  as  i     The  whole  sum  they  agreed  to  pay  was  £408» 


CoL.  Ai.nxANDER  Harvky  was  borTi  in  M.ay,  i  Clark  sailed  for  Scotland,  Dec.  11,  1774,  and 
1747,  in  tho  pari.-h  of  ( l  ugano'  h,  .^Mriin-r-hire,  j  took  the  record  with  him. 
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6s  S'l.,  which  was  nltirnntcly  paid,  and  tho  re- 
ceipt I'or  payment  is  reconled  in  the  town  l)ooks, 
and  Col.  Harvey  received  deeds  from  Samuel, 
WiUard,  and  Enos  Stevens  for  the  7,000  acres 
purchased. 

Having  bought  some  tools  and  furniture,  and 
hired  some  persons  to  work  for  the  company,  he, 
in  company  with  Claud  Stuart,  Robert  Brock, 
John  Scot,  John  ^McLaren,  and  Robert  Bentley, 
Bailed  from  New  York,  March  23,  1775,  and 
came  by  Xew  Haven  to  Hartford,  Ct.  Having 
bought  provisions  at  these  places,  ^Ir.  Harvey 
left  Mr.  Stuart  with  Mr.  Bentley  to  assist  him  in 
bringing  the  "lumber  up  the  river  in  boats,  and 
he,  with  the  rest  of  the  company,  came  a  foot  by 
Charlestown,  Newbury,  and  Rycgatc  to  Barnet, 
where  they  arrived  jMarch  21,  1775.  His  journal 
says  they  "  came  along  Peacham  line  two  and  a 
half  miles,  struck  across  the  breadth,  came  to  the 
pond,  camped  all  night  near  the  pond,  and 
cleared  some  part  of  the  ground."  Tho  next 
day  they  returned  to  Ryegate,  "  the  snow  being 
too  thick  to  work,  and  then  to  Newbury,  whore 
they  bought  wheat,  beef,  and  pork,  aui  hired  a 
horse  to  carry  their  provisions  to  Barnet  ; 
returned  through  Rye'gate,  where  they  tarried 
some  days,  and  bought  sugar  and  other  articles, 
and,  in  company  with  John  McLaren  and  Robert 
Brock,  returned  to  their  camp  in  Baniet,  May  3  ; 
and  on  tho  4th,  built  another  camp  ;  on  the  5th, 
viewed  a  proper  place  for  improvements,  and  on 
the  6th,  cut  down  and  burnt  up  wood ;  on  the 
7th,  Claud  Stuart,  John  Scot,  and  Robert  Bent- 
ley, arrived,  after  a  long  and  bad  passage  up  the 
Connecticut  River  to  Newbury. 

They  cleared  some  land,  sowed  some  grain, 
and  planted  some  potatoes  and  beans.  They 
prepared  logs  and  raised  a  house,  June  11th, 
with  "  the  assistance  of  iMr.  "Whitelaw  and  four 
men  from  Ryegate."  In  July,  he  went  to  New 
York  "to  draw  money  to  carry  on  the  work, 
and  to  receive  letters  from  the  company,"  and 
on  the  way  back  he  bouglit  a  cow  of  Col.  Bel- 
lows. In  October  he  sowed  some  wheat,  and 
Peter  Sylvester  and  Mr.  Ivimball  harrowed  it  in 
with  their  oxen.  On  the  2Sth  of  October  he 
"raised  another  house  for  two  dwellers,"  which 
was  completed  in  November,  and  which  was 
inhabited  by  Robert  McFarlane.  "About  the 
13th  of  the  month,  snow  came  on  so  as  to  con- 
tinue." "November  14,  cut  a  road  to  Stevens 
Mills."  During  the  year  1775,  ho  received 
authority  from  the  Directors  of  the  Company  in 
Scotland  to  increase  his  purchase  of  land  to 
12,000  acres.  IL*  purchased  a  number  of  lots  in 
other  parts  of  Barnet,  but  the  Revolutionaiy  war 
commencing  the  next  year,  impeded  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Company,  and  the  emigration  of  its 
members  from  Scotland. 

The  site  where  he  first  camped,  and  built  his 
first  house  is  on  the  farm  of  Jeremiah  Abbott, 
and  situated  a  few  rods  above  the  stone  house 
built  by  William  Bachop.    Aftenvards,  he  built 


a  house  of  hew  n  Io'j:s  on  the  Hazen  Roarl,  in 
which  hi.s  son  Clau<l  lived  before  ho  built  u  new 
liouse.  In  1790,  however,  he  sold  his  farm  on 
the  north  side  of  Han-ey's  Mountain,  and  moved 
down  the  Hazen  Road,  and  lived  on  tho  south 
side  of  the  mountain,  where  William  McPiieo 
now  lives,  and  where  ho  died,  Dec.  14,  1809, 
aged  62  years.  Ho  wa.s  a  man  of  good  abil- 
ities, widely  known,  and  hiL'-hly  honored ;  a 
member  of  the  State  Conventions  of  1777,  and 
of  all  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  from  tho 
first  session  in  1778  till  17y8,  and  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  Censors,  1791.  He  was  Associate 
Judge  of  Orleans  County  from  17S1  to  1794,  and 
long  and  early  honored  witii  otlicc  by  the  town  of 
Barnet.  The  Legislature  appointed  him  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  County  Academy,  aild  he  was 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  till  his  death. 
The  Government  also  appointed  iiim  to  build  a 
fort  on  the  Onion  or  Lamoille  River,  wliich  ho 
declined.  He  and  Gen.  Whitclaw  were  attor- 
neys appointed  by  Dr.  Withers{)oon,  for  the^jalo 
of  lands  wliich  he  owned  in  Ryegate,  Newbury, 
and  Walden. 

He  possessed  a  public  spirit,  was  generous  and 
facetious,  and  exerted  himself  for  tho  good  of 
the  Town,  County,  and  State,  having  taken  an 
active  part  in  declaring  the  State  independent, 
and  forming  its  constitution  and  government. 

He  was  chosen  colonel  of  the  regiment  formed 
in  tliis  part  of  the  country. 

As  a  proof  of  his  "  good  will  and  favor  to 
Mr.  and  JVIrs.  Goodwillie,"  he  gave  them  a 
donation  of  some  acres  of  land  adjoining  their 
own. 

Jonathan  Fowler,  one  of  tlio  first  four  men 
who  settled  in  the  town,  named  one  of  his  sons 
for  him,  and  the  colonel  gave  him  a  lot  of  laud 
situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  tho  town,  and 
Harvey  Fowler  is  entered  in  all  Whitelaw's 
charts  of  Barnet. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
when  soldiers  were  drafted  in  Barnet,  the  lot  fell 
on  George  Gibson,  a  man  of  small  stature,  who 
said  he  would  join  the  army,  adding,  "  Who 
knows  but  I  may  be  the  means  of  c-^tablish- 
ing  the  independence  of  the  United  States  ?  " 
Col.  Harvey  observed  that  he  never  knew  a 
means  so  small  to  produce  an  ctTect  so  great.  A 
member  of  the  Legislature,  who  was  a  great  hero 
-  and  patriot,  boasting  of  his  motlier  and  six 
brothers,  triumphantly  asked  tho  company  if 
ever  they  heard  of  such  a  mother  having  seven 
such  sons.  Col.  Harvey  replied  he  had  read  of 
a  woman  who  had  seven  just  such  sons,  and 
what  was  very  remarkable,  they  were  all  bom  at 
one  birth  !  "  Who  was  slie  ?  asked  the  hero. 
"  Mary  Magdalene,"  replied  the  colonel,  "who, 
was  dehvcred  of  seven  d'-vils  all  at  onee  !  " 

He  was  married,  by  tho  Rev.  Peter  Powers, 
October  5,  1781,  to  Jennet  Broek,  a  dau'j:hter  of 
I  Walter  Brock,  Ks(i.,  of  Barnet.  and  who  v/as 
I  born  in  Scotland,  October  10,  1767.    They  had 
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16  children,  three  of  wh»)m  dit^l  when  yount;. 
Eij^ht  sons  and  tivc  daiiLcliteri  wcro  married, 
most  of  whom  liveil  in  lianiet,  of  whom  two  sons 
and  two  dauuditors  arc  now  docciurod.  lli.s  son, 
Hon.  Walter  Harvey,  was  36  years  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  a  memlKT  of  the  executive  council  in 
1835,  and  a  representative  of  the  town  in  1824, 
1825,  1829,  1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1844,  and  was 
associate  judge  of  the  county  in  1850. 

His  son,  Hon.  Robert  Harvey,  wa.s  member  of 
the  State  Senate  in  1833  and  183"J,  associate 
judge  of  the  county  in  1843  and  1849,  and 
member  of  the  council  of  cen-ors  in  1834  and 
1835,  and  a  representative  of  the  town  in  1853 
and  1854.  His  son,  Claud  Harvey,  Esq.,  wji^ 
representative  of  the  town  in  1832  and  1833, 
His  name-son,  Alexander  Harvey,  Esq.,  is  mar- 
ried to  a  granddaughter  of  Gen.  Stark,  the  hero 
of  Bennington,  and  was  liigh  sheritF  of  the 
county  in  1843.  His  son,  Peter  Harvey,  Esq., 
was  the  friend  and  associate  of  Daniel  Webster, 
and  is  nientioned  in  his  lite.  Col.  Harvey's  de- 
scendants are  numerous.  His  widow  was  mar- 
ried, by  Rev.  David  Goodwillie,  to  Gen.  White- 
law,  of  Ryegate,  August  29,  1815,  and  died, 
Dec.  28, 1854,  aged  89  years. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  period  the  Presb^-te- 
rian  churches  of  Bamct  and  Ryegate — chietiy 
composed  of  emigrants  from  Scotland — were 
formed,  but  they  were  organized  previous  to 
1779,  a  number  of  years  before  any  other  church 
was  formed  in  the  county.  Before,  durinir,  and 
after  the  Revolutionary  War,  several  Scotch  cler- 
gymen, came  and  preached  to  them  occasionally, 
and  sometimes  administered  baptism. 

The  company  of  Perth  and  Stixlinfr,  whose 
agent  was  Col.  Harvey,  agreed  to  buy  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  America,  in  order  to  settle 
together,  and  have  a  settled  minister  among 
them,  thus  taking  forethought  for  their  spiritual 
as  well  as  temporal  interests.  Harvey's  tract  in 
Bamet  was  purchased  for  them  in  the  close  of 

1774,  and  began  to  be  settled  by  them  early  in 

1775,  but  the  Revolutionary  War  checked  tiie  emi- 
gration. However,  some  Scotch  families  from 
Ryegate  moved  into  town  towards  the  close  of 
the  war,  after  which  it  was  rapidly  settled  in  dif- 
ferent parts  by  emigrants  from  various  pftrts  of 
Scotland.  Gen.  Whitelaw.  who  was  the  airent 
of  the  Scotch  Company  in  Ryegate,  on  his  way 
tliither  in  1773,  called  on  Rev,  Tlioma<  Clark,  a 
Scotch  clergyman  belonging  to  the  Associate 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  settled  in  S.ilem, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Col,  Harvey, 
agent  of  the  Scotch  company  that  settled  in  Bar- 
net,  on  his  way  to  town  in  1774,  called  also 
upon  him.  To  this  clergyman  John  Gray,  of 
Ryegate,  travelled  on  i'K^t  140  milo.  to  obtain 
his  services.  He  gave  tliem  a  favorable  answer, 
April  8,  1775,  and  came  and  preached  some  time 
in  Barnet  and  Ryegate  in  tiio  latter  part  of  the 


j  Hummer  of  that  year.  He  revisited  these  towns 
I  two  or  three  times  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
I  Dr.  Withcrspoon,  president  of  i'rinceton  Col- 
lego,  N.  J.,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  a  member  of  Congress,  who 
owned  lands  in  Ryegate,  Newbury,  and  Walden, 
and  whose  son  was  settled  in  the  north  part  of 
Ryegate,  Ai^ited  this  part  of  the  country  three 
times,  first,  probably  in  1775.  In  1782,  he 
preached  in  Ryegate  and  Barnet,  and  baptized 
Col.  Harvey's  oldest  child.  He  returned  in 
178G,  to  this  part  of  the  county.  Rev.  Hugh 
White,  a  Scoicli  clergyman,  preached  in  Rye- 
gate at  the  end  of  1775.  Rev.  Peter  Powers, 
P^nglish  Presbyterian  clergyman,  settled  in  Xew- 
buiy  from  17G5  to  1784;  preached  occasionally 
in  Ryegate,  and  probably  in  Barnet,  during  that 
period. 

The  proceedings  of  the  town  and  church  of 
Barnet  to  obtain  a  settled  minister,  are  recorded 
at  length  in  the  town  records,  from  which  the 
history  of  the  settlement  of  the  fii'st  minister  in 
the  town  and  county  is  taken. 

Jan,  29,  1784.  The  town  "voted  unani- 
mously to  choose  the  Presbyterian  form  of  relig- 
ious woirship,  founded  on  the  word  of  God  as 
expressed  in  the  confession  of  faith,  catechisms, 
longer  and  shorter,  with  the  form  of  church 
government  agreed  upon  by  the  Assembly  of 
divines  at  Westminster,  and  practised  by  the 
church  of  Scotland."  August  17,  1784,  The 
town  '*  voted  lot  No.  87,  for  a  meeting-house 
and  glebe ;  also,  voted  to  apply  to  the  Scotch 
Presliytery  for  a  minister." 

The  Scotch  Presbyteiy  here  mentioned  waa 
The  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery  of  Lon- 
donderry, N.  11.,  formed  there  Feb,  13,  1783,  to 
which  Rev,  Kobert  Annan,  of  Boston,  Rev. 

i  David  Annan,  of  Peterboro',  N.  H.,  and  Rev. 

j  John  Huston,  of  Bedford,  N.  H,,  belonged.  Rev. 
Robert  Annan  preached  in  these  towns  in  1784, 
and  returned  next  year.  Rev.  David  Annan 
preached  in  Baniet  and  Ryegate  in  1785.  The 
lirst  leaf  of  the  church  records  of  Baniet  is  lost. 
The  tlurd  page  begins  with  Auuust  27,  1786, 
Rev,  John  Huston  was  present  with  the  session 
of  Barnet,  at  an  election  of  elders,  August  31, 
178G,  when  the  record  says  "  a  petition  was 
drawn  up  by  the  elders  of  Barnet  and  Ryegate, 
and  preferred  to  the  Associate  (Reformed)  Pres- 
bytery, to  sit  at  Peterboro',  Sept.  27,  1786,  earn- 
estly desiring  one  of  their  number  might  be  sent 
to  preach,  visit,  and  catechise  the  two  congre- 
gations, and  ordain  ciders  at  Barnet."  Accord- 
ingly the  Presbytery  appointed^  Mr.  Huston  for 
that  purpoiC.  In  pursuance  thereof,  Mr.  Huston 
came  in  October  following,  and  visited  and  cate- 
chised the  greater  pait  of  both  congregations. 

I  He  remained  till  May,  1787,  preaching  in  Bamet 
and  Ryegate,  and  returned  November,  1788. 

Previous  to  1787,  the  emigrants  from  Scotland 
made  an  un-iucces-^ful  attemiit  to  obtain  Rev. 

1  \Valter  Galbraith,  from  Scotland,  for  their  minis- 
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tor.  In  tlmt  your  the  town  V(»tc(l  to  apply  to  the 
Assoi'iiito  iSynod,  of  Scot  hind,  and  sent  a  petition 
to  that  Synod,  dcsiriiifr  n  minister  to  be  sent 
to  them,  and  promisin^jj  liim  a  sahiry  and  the 
payment  of  expense  of  his  passage  to  this  coun- 
try, and  settlement  amon-;  them.  Funds  were 
miscd  for  that  purpose.  In  1787,  before  receiv- 
in;:^  an  answer  to  their  petition,  the  town  voted 
to  raise  funds  for  the  support  of  tlio  p)spel 
amon<^  them,  and  authorized  the  committee,  with 


year  till  it  amount  to  £^0  lawful,  to  bo  paid  in 
wheat  at  r)s.  u  bushel,  and  stock  and  other  pro- 
duce to  be  confonncd  to  the  wheat.  Voted  to 
raise  jCGO  lawful,  for  a  bcttlement  for  said  minis- 
ter, £20  of  which  to  be  paid  a  year,  and  the 
whole  to  bo  paid  in  three  yeai-s,  to  be  paid  in 
wheat,  stock,  and  produce,  the  same  a.s  the  yearly 
salary.  Voted  to  raise  £122,  to  be  paid  iu  wheat 
at  5s.  a  bushel  to  pay  the  pre>ent  supply  of  fcr- 
mon.     Voted  that  the  committee  fonneriy  ap- 


thc  ciders,  to  employ  such  preachers  as  they  j  pointed  by  the  town  to  procure  r,cnn(jus.  be 

requested  to  apply  to  the  Presbytery  of  Pennsyl- 


vania for  a  minister. 

The  few  w^ho  voted  acrainst  tliis  application 
^vished  to  obtain  a  minister  from  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland,  but  did  not  afterwards 
oppose  the  settlement  and  ministrations  of  Mr. 
Goodwillie.  The  elders  of  the  church  and  com- 
mittee of  town,  Feb.  15,  17  )0,  petition  the  Asso- 
ciate Presbjrtery  of  Pennsylvania  "  to  appoint 
one  of  their  number  to  preside  in  the  election 
and  call  of  one  to  be  the  stated  minister  of  this 
town  and  con^n-eg^ation,  and  a  supply  of  sermon 
in  the  mean  time." 

The  town  records,  July  5,  1790,  say  "  The 
committee  appointed  by  the  to^\'n,  Feb.  4,  last. 


could  procure,  ajxi-eeing  with  them  m  reiiLTious 
sentiments.  In  the  beginning  of  1789,  informa- 
tion was  received  from  Scotland  that  the  Associ- 
ate Synod  iu  that  country  had  sent  three  preach- 
ers to  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  directed  them  to  apply  to  that  Presbytery 
for  a  preacher  to  become  their  minister.  The 
town  ha\-ing  voted  to  make  application  as 
directed,  in  June,  1789,  William  Stevenson 
went  to  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  and  had  an  inten  iew 
with  Rev.  Thomas  Beveridge,  a  minister  and 
member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
having  obtained  the  information  desired,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Da\-id  Goothvillie,  a  minister 
and  member  of  the  same  Presb}-tery,  then  at 

New  York  City,  informing  liim  that  "the  con-jfortlie  puqiosc  of  applying  to  the  reverend,  the 
gregation  of  Barnet  would  be  exceedingly  glad  |  Associate  Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  mod- 
of  a  visit "  from  liim,  and  referring  him  to  cer- 1  oration  of  a  call  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  that  day, 
tain  information  contained  in  an  enclosed  letter  j  for  procuring  a  settled  minister,  having  petitioned 
from  Mr.  Beveridge,  who  writes  that  the  people  jf^aid  Presbytery  for  one  of  their  number  to  mod- 
in  Barnet  had  made  application  to  the  Synod  in  i  crate  in  the  election  of  a  minister,  said  Prosbv- 
Scotland,  and  that  they  had  been  directed  to  i  tery  having  granted  the  petition  by  appointin"^ 
apply  to  the  Presbnery  of  Pennsylvania  for  j  the  Rev.  Thomas  Beveridge,  of  Cambridge, 
a  hearing  of  'Mr.  Goodwillie  ;  that  there  were  i  N.  Y.,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  petition, 
about  40  Scotch  families  in  Bamet,  with  a  '  and  Mr,  Beveridge,  ha\'ing,  agreeable  to  appoint- 
nuraber  in  Ryegate ;  that  some  of  the  emi-  j  ment,  come  to  this  town,  and  declared  his 
grants  from  Scotland  in  Bamet,  had  heard  Mr.  ]  instioictions  to  said  committee,  and  the  public 
Goodwillie  in  their  native  country,  and  would  be  )  l)eing  duly  notified  by  intimation  fr^m  the  pulpit, 
well  pleased  to  have  lum  settled  in  Barnet,  as  j  on  two  Sabbaths  before  the  day  appointed  for 
their  minister;  and  that  Mr.  Stevenson  had  i  the  moderation,  agreeable  to  the  nile  of  the 
made  application  to  obtain  sermon  for  B.irnct.  !  cliurch  in  such  cases,  and  the  people  being  met  at 
In  consequence  of  this  information  and  applica-  \  the  meeting-house  this  day  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
tion  Mr.  Beveridge  came  and  preached  iu  jjarnet  j  pose,  after  sermon  by  the  reverend,  tlie  modera- 
Sabbaths  July  26,  and  August  2,  and  baptized  j  tor,  proceeded,  by  calling  for  a  nomination,  when 
several  children;  one  of  these  was  Walt'-r,  .son  of  jthe  Rev.  ]Mr.  David  Goodwillie  being  nominated 
Col.  Harvey.  The  session,  in  conjunction  with  j  by  one  of  the  elders,  and  upon  the  (juestion 
the  committee  of  the  town,  then  petitioiu'd  the  j  being  put,  *Do  the  peo[)le  of  this  towa  make 
Associate  Presb\tery  of  Pennsylvania  "  for  sup- 1  choice  of  the  Rev.  David  Goodwillie  for  their 
ply  of  sermon,  and  particularly  a  hearing  of  the  j  minister  l '  when  there  appeared  upwards  of  forty 
Rev.  Da\id  Goodwillie."  i  for  the  affirmative  ;  and  the  question,  '  Who  arc 

In  consequence  of  this  petition,  Jlr.  Good-  against  the  Rev.  David  G<iodwillie  ? '  being  put 


Willie  came  to  Bamet  in  the  latter  part  of  No- 
vember the  same  year,  and  remained  prea<  hincr 
in  Bamet,  and  occasionally  in  Ryegate,  till  tlie 
latter  part  of  Febmary,  17'J0,  during  which 
time  he  administered  ba{)tism,  observed  a  })ublic 
fast,  Jan.  7,  1790,  and  occa;jionally  preiiched  in 
Ryegate. 

Feb.  4,  1790,  The  town  "voted  to  applv  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  mim-.teV.  forty      ^"^'^  ^^'^  ^nb.criber.,  ciders,  tru>t...,  and  other 
for  and  seven  agauist  it.    \  uted  .la)  a  year  as  a  I     t,,e  scite  of  V.M-ni.M.t.  wlio  Imvo  necf.UHi  to  tlio 
salary  for  baid  minister,  and  to  augment  it  £1  a  1  Lord's  cause  bjj  proit&icd  and  maintaiued  by  the 


three  several  times,  and  none  appeariu'j:,  the 
moderator  was  pleased  to  de(;lare  the  Rev.  I^avid 
Goodwillie  duly  elected,  and  a  call  to  the  said 
ISh.  Goodwillie  to  take  the  minist<>rial  charge  of 
this  congregation  presented  and  duly  subscril)ed, 
in  the  presence  of  the  rnoderat<.)r  and  witnesses, 
the  tenor  whereof,  i.s  as  follows,  viz:  — 
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Associiito  I're^bytory  of  rcnnsylvania.  takiiiR  into  liarnet,  July  5,  17'JO.  The  pctiLiou  of  tht-  cM-th 
our  fiorious  coii'sidcration  the  KH'ut  lo.-.-t  \vc  fiuUL-r  aud  trustees  belon-iiiK  to  the  town  of  IJaruot,  Inmi- 
throu^h  the  want  of  a  tix.-d  ixo>\h  \  ministry  aniouK'  biy  slioweth  — Tliat  w  hennas  the  con;,'rc;,'atiou  have 
us,  and  boinff  fullv  Patisficd  that  the  irreat  lload  of  },'iven  acull  to  Reverend  Mr.  Good willie,  we  entreat 
the  Church  has  bestowed  on  yon.  the  Keverend  Mr.  that  the  I'rcsbytery  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  to 
Uoodwillie,  a  minister  of  the  l'osim  I.  and  member  of  forward  his  settlement  among  us,  and  that,  until  thia 
the  Associate  Trcsbytery  of  I'enr.-y Ivauia,  tho<e  I  is  done,  he  may  be  appointed  to  bupi)ly  tiiis  place 
gifts  and  ministerial  endowments  wl'iich,  with  the  |  with  sermon,  and  we  hereby  appoint  3Ir.  l',everi(l„'e 
exercise  of  them,  will,  throu.i:li  the  biessinjj  of  the  |  as  our  commissioner  to  give  tho  Presbytery  what 
Holy  Spirit,  be  profitable  for  our  edification,  —  we  further  information  may  be  judged  necessary,  and 
therefore  call  and  beseech  you  to  take  the  oversight  1  that  the  Lord  may  direct  you  in  this  and  all  other 
of  this  congregation,  to  labor  in  it  and  watch  over  it  i  mutters,  is,  and  through  grace  shall  be,  the  prayer 
as  that  part  of  (Jhri^t's  tlock  nud<'r  your  immediate  '  of  your  petitioners. 

charge;  and  we  promise  that,  according  to  what  is  j  James  Gilchrist,  John  Hindman,  John  Shaw, 
required  in  the  llolv  Scripture?,  Ave  will  couscien- |  William  Stevenson,  James  Cross,  Robert  Twaddel, 
tiously  endeavor  to  give  a  ready  obedience  to  the  j  William  Shearer,  John  \7addel,  Archibald  Stuart. 
Lord's  message  delivered  by  you.  and  to  aid  and  |  ;^'^.\v  York,  Oct.  21,  1790.  Which  day  and  place 
support  you  in  his  work.  And  we  hereby  desire  and  '  the  Associate  Rresbytery  of  Tennsylvania  met,  and 
entreat  this  Reverend  Presbytery,  under  who.se  i  ^.'na  constituted  with  prayer  by  Mr.  Beveridge,  the 
inspection  we  are,  and  to  whom  we  present  this  our  I  mo(j<_.rator.  I'resont:  Messrs.  William  Mar.shall, 
call,  to  sustain  tho  same,  and  take  the  ordinary  i  j^^^.g  (^larkson,  John  Anderson,  A rchibald  White, 
steps,  with  all  due  expedition,  to  liave  the  said  Jlr.  !  ministers,  and  Andrew  Wright  from  New  York,  and 
Goodwillie  settled  among  us.  In  testimony  whereof!  Tiiouias  Cumraings  from  Cambridge,  ruling  elders, 
we  have  subscribed  this  our  call  at  our  church  in  i  'j^-jj^  moderator,  acting  as  commissioner  for  the  con- 
Barnet,  on  the  tilth  day  of  July,  a.d.  lTi>\  before  I  gregation  of  Barnet,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  pre- 
these  witnesses,  Jouath;ni  Elkins,  Jacob  Guy,  antl  j  gented  a  call  given  by  that  congregation  to  the  Eev. 
Ephraim  Foster,  all  of  reacliam.  David  Goodwillie,  and  also  gave  an  account  of  his 

William  Gilkerson,  Andrew  Lang,  Wm.  Warden,  1  conduct  in  fultilling  the  appointment  laid  upon  him 
Alexander  Gilchrist,  James  Orr,  John  MeCallum,  I  .^^  u^^^ting  to  moderate  in  said  call.  The  Fres- 
EzekielManchester,  John  3IcIndoe.  Hubert  Mchuloe,  !  jjyj-gry  having  been  satisfied  as  to  the  minister's 


James  Gilchrist,  John\\'addeK  Bartholomew  Somcrs, 
James  Ferguson,  Archibald  ilcLaughlin,  John  Mc- 
Nabb,  James  Warden,  William  Innis,  Alexander 
Lang,  John  Gilkerson,  David  iloor,  Alexander 
Thompson,  Samuel  Huston,  Edward  Follard, 


Hu-h 


maintenance  iu  that  congregation,  the  question 
being  put,  '-Approve  of  Mr.  Beveridge's  conduct  or 
not  ?  •'  it  was  carried  unanimously,  "Approve." 
rrcsbytery  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  aforesaid  call,  and  a  member  having  been  em- 


Eoss,  William  Maxwell,  William  Lang,  John  Giiker-  j  pjoyed  in  prayer  for  the  Lord's  blessing  and  direc- 
Bon,  John  Ross,  William  Shaw,  Thomas  '--•ilhljii",  [  tion  in  this  important  matter,  the  question  was  put, 
John  McLaren,  Geo.  Garland.  Bartholomew  Somers,  j  u  gustain  or  not  the  call  given  by  the  congregation 
William  Warden,  Caleb  Stiles,  Noah  Halladay.  !  j^^rnet  to  the  Kev.  Mr'.  Goodwillie?  "  The  roll 
WiUiam  Gillillan,  Jr.,  William    Hindman,  John  !  it  was  carried  unanimously,  "Sustain." 

Galbraith,  Cloud  Somers,  James  McLaren,  Andrew!  Wherefore  the  Presbytery  did,  and  hereby  do,  sus- 
Lackie,  Elijah  Hall,  Jr.,  John  Robertson,  ^John  tain  the  call  given  to  the  Rev.  3Ir.  Goodwillie  by  the 
Shaw,  Jr.,  W^illiam  Gillillan,  Sen 


Robert  Laird, 


Kobert  Blair. 


Elders. 


Trustees. 


John  Shaw, 
Robert  Twaddel, 
Archibald  Stuart, 
James  Gilchrist, 
John  Waddel, 
James  Cros-s, 
John  Hindman, 
William  Shearer, 
Wm.  Stevenson, 
Jonathan  Elkins, 
Jacob  Guy, 
Ephraim  Ko^ter, 


attested  to  be  genuine. 

Thomas  Bevkridge,  Miniiter. 


congregation  of  Barnet.   And  in  consequence  of 
this  determination,  and  in  answer  to  a  petition  from 
the  said  congregation,  preeented  also  by  the  moder- 
ator, the  Presbytery  appoint  this  call  to  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Goodwillie,  and  that,  upon  hid  acceptance  of 
the  same,  he  be  admitted  to  that  pastoral  charge, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  church,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  February  next.     The  Presbytery  further 
appoint  Mr.  Beveridge  to  preside  in  said  admission, 
!  and  Air.  Anderson  to  preach  after  it. 
I    Barnet.  at  the  house  of  James  Cross,  Feb.  8  (1791), 
I  forenoon,  which  day  and  place  the  Presbytery  tieing 
I  met,  according  to  appointment  of  last  meeting,  and 
'iliinfssts.  I  constituted  with  prayer  by  Mr.  Beveridge,  moderator. 

i  Present:  Messrs. Goodwillie  and  Anderson,  ministers, 
The  above  subscriptions,  in  number  fifty-seven,  are  !        James  Small  from  Cambridge  and  John  Shaw 

from  Barnet,  ruling  elders.  1  he  minutes  of  the  last 
i  meeting  having  been  read,  relating  to  the  call  from 
!  the  congregation  of  Barnet,  and  containing  an  ap- 


Barnet,  July  5, 1700.  We,  the  pubscribers,  belong- 
ing to  the  town  of  Ryegatc,  in  the  State  of  Vermont, 
though  we  cannot  Join  in  the  call  triven  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  David  (ioodwillie  by  the  p.M^ple  of 
Barnet,  not  being  within  the  bounds  of  that  congre- 
gation, yet,  as  we  expect  Home  part  of  3Ir.  Good- 
willie's  labors  will  t;e  among  u>:,  do  hereby  t.v-tify 
our  concurrence  with  our  bri  thren  in  the  said  call 


pointmeut  of  this  inttrim  meeting,  the  call  was  pre- 
s.-nted  to  Mr.  Goodwillie,  and  he  having  accepted 
it,  an  edict  having  been  served  first  on  the  pre- 
ceding Sabbath  and  at  the  opening  of  this  meeting, 
the  Presbytery,  after  waiting  a  considerable  time, 
and  linding  no  objection  ollered,  proceeded  to  the 
admission  of  3Ir.  Goodwillie  to  the  pastoral  charge 
of  the  congregation  of  Barnet.    Public  worship  be- 


and  our  rcadine.^s  to  join  with  them  in  ondoavoring  j  ing  then  begun  in  the  same  place,  and  a  sermon 


to  aid  and  support  the  said  Mr.  Goodwillie  in  the 
Lord's  work. 

John  Gray,  William  Nelson,  Jr.,  William  Craig, 
Aiulreu  Bruok,  Alrxunder  MilU  r,  Janus  \h  ii(lt  rM)n, 
^Vi!li;Im  Nelson,  .lariio-  .'loKiii'rv.  Jf)l;n  'Vii,l,j.ce, 
James  NcLsou,  Hugh  Gurilner,  William  Craife'. 


'  ineachod  by  the  moiKrator  from  1  Cor.  ni.  t.  on 
I  lliese  words,  "God  giveth  the  increase,"  the  (Hiestions 
i  iu  tlie  formula  tor  miui.-tcrs,  cxcpting  the  sovenlli, 
I  were  p'lt  to  3Ir.  Goodwillie.  and  h.-  \va-  j'iini't.  d, 
^-.ccordjng  to  the  uJ^ual  form,  as  miiii-ter  of  iho 
i  al.jre*;aid  congregation;  and  alter  a  charge  givoi.  Ly 
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the  motlorator  to  the  minister,  elder*,  an»l  people, 
the  public  work  of  the  day  wus  concluded  by  Mr. 
Andorton  with  a  sermon  lr(jm  Acts  xxvi.  22. 
"  Having  obtiiiued  help  of  God,  I  continue  unto 
thi.''  <hiy  \vitnes.-inn^."  The  public  assembly  beinp  j 
dL^iniit^ed,  the  I'resbytery  closed  with  prayer. 

A  true  copy.   Cortitled  by 

WlLLIA-M  3IAR8HALL,  Moderator. 

[This  account  may  be  considered  by  many  lon^f,  as 
indeed  it  is;  but  it  takes  up  and  fully  explains  the 
Scotch  I're.sbyterian  mode  of  settlement  of  pastor?, 
etc.,  a  part  of  our  ccc!e>ia5tical  State  history,  hereto- 
fore quite  uutouchcd,  and  which  will  not  need  be 
again  described  at  length  in  any  town.— Ed.] 

After  the  settlement  of  the  minister,  for  tlio 
period  of  12  or  15  years  the  church  of  Banict 
had  trials  arising  fi-om  dissensions  among  a  few- 
individuals,  and  one  or  two  difficult  and  doubt- 
ful cases  of  discipline,  in  consequence  of  which 
a  few  individuals  left  the  congrec:ation.     But  | 
even  during  this  period  the  church  continued 
to  flourish,  the  number  of  its  members  being  in- } 
creased  more  than  threefold.    Though  the  coun- 1 
try  was  new  and  money  scarce,  the  congregation  j 
contributed  liberally  eveiy  year  for  the  payment  | 
of  the  incidental  expenses.    After  this  time  of  j 
trial  the  church  continued  to  flourish  in  greater  j 
peace  and  purity.    From  the  foundation  of  this  | 
church  to  this  time,  every  year,  quarterly  meet- ! 
ings  of  the  pastor,  elders,  and  deacons,  for  prayer 
and  praise  and  the  govermnent  of  the  chiuch, 
have  been  regularly  held. 

Every  year  two  public  fasts  were  kept,  one  rcia- 1 
ting  to  the  congregation,  and  the  other  to  the  sins 
and  troubles  of  the  nation  and  the  world.  Indc-ed. 
the  influence  of  tnio  religion  has  been  so  long  and 
so  much  felt  that  there  are  probably  few  places 
in  the  country  where  the  sanctuary  has  been  more 
generally  and  punctually  attended  and  the  sacred 
Sabbath  better  observed.     This  church,  from  t!ie 
beginning  to  this  time,  has  contributed  liberally 
to  the  funds  of  the  Presbytery,  Synod,  and  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  which  they  are  subject,  for  the  \ 
purpose  of  supporring  and  extending  the  cause  | 
of  Christ.    Their  minister's  salary  was  augment- 1 
ed  to  £80,  which  was  raised  generally  by  a  town  j 
tax,  but  sometimes  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  j 
when  almost  every  tax-payer  in  the  town  sub-  j 
scribed  liberally.    In  1S05,  the  pastoral  relation  j 
between  the  minister  and  town  was  dissolved  by  j 
mutual  consent.     In  the  same  year  the  town  | 
chose  the  minister  to  represent  them  in  tlic  State  j 
Legislature.    In  that  year  also  the  Preshvteriau  I 
Society  of  Barnet  was;  incorporated  by  tlic  Le'j;is-  j 
lature,  which  paid  the  minister's  salary  as  long 
a.s  he  lived. 

The  members  of  the  church  of  Barnet,  in 
full  communion  when  the  sacranu  nt  of  the ; 
Lord's  Supper  was  iirst  dispensed  in  Caledonia  \ 
County,  September  25,  1791,  were  4G  ;  ia '02,  j 
68  ;  in  '96,  91  ;  i;i  '97.  97  :  in  '.>^\  111;  in  isoi',  i 
117;  in  '1.3,  140;  in  '23,  IS2:  and  in  '30,  wl  on  j 
Mr.  Goodwillie  died,  mure  th.iti  200.  During! 
his  ministry  in  Barnet  ni-To  tlian  400  persons  \ 
were  enrolled  jvs  members,  besides  probably  more  i 


than  150  in  Rycf^te,  under  his  pastoral  care  from 
1790  to  1822. 

Since  the  present  pastor's  ordination  and  set- 
tlement lu  his  father's  assistant  and  successor, 
September  27,  1S20,  more  than  250  persons  have 
become  members  of  this  church.  In  1840,  how- 
ever, the  congregation  was  divided,  and  Rev. 
James  McArthur  ministered  to  one  part  at  Ste- 
ven.s'8  Village,  one  half  of  his  time,  from  1S46 
to  '57.  The  whole  numbers  of  meml)ers  at  pres- 
ent !)clongingto  the  United  Bre-byterian  Church 
in  Barnet  is  about  200,  besides  some  who  reside 
in  adjacent  towns. 

Nine  persons  connected  with  the  Associate  Con- 
gi-cgation  of  Barnet  have  become  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  viz  :  Rev.  D.  Chassell,  D.D.,  who  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth  Collccrc  in  ISIO;  Rev.  Peter 
Shaw,  Rev.  Robert  Shaw,  Rev.  Thomas  Goodwil- 
lie, and  Rev.  David  Goodwillie,  the  sons  of  the 
pastor,  who  graduated  in  Dnrtmouth  College  in 
1820  ;  Rev.  William  Galbraith,  a  son  of  one  of 
the  elders,  wlio  graduated  at  Union  College,  X. 
Y.,  and  settled  as  a  minister  of  the  Associ.^.te 
Church  in  Frceport,  Pa.;  Rev.  Thomas  Giiker- 
son,  who  graduated  at  Jetterson  College,  Pa,, 
became  a  minister  of  the  Associate  Church,  and 
settled  in  Concmaugh,  Pa.;  Rev.  William  C. 
Somcrs,  who  graduated  at  Union  College,  N.  Y., 
and  is  now  settled  as  the  pastor  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  CuuLTCgcition  of  Hobart,  N.  Y.; 
and  Rev,  Rolx-rt  Samuel,  who  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  1S56. 

Mr.  Gilkerson's  father  is  now  one  of  the  elaers 
of  the  church  in  which  he  has  held  ofiice  about 
50  years.  He  was  the  first  person  who  sub- 
scribed Mr.  Goodwillic's  call  in  1790,  and  Lag 
been  long  in  office  in  the  town,  being  a  magis- 
trate fur  many  years  and  representing  the  town 
seven  times  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

The  Associate  Presbyterian  Congregations  of 
Barnet  and  Ryegate  Ix-longcd  to  the  Associate 
Presbytery  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  time  that 
these  congregations  applied  to  that  Presbytery 
for  a  minister  till  May  21,  ISOl,  when  the  Asso- 
ciate Synod  of  North  America  was  organized, 
when  they  were  included  in  the  .iVssociate  Pres- 
bytery of  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  then  formed.  To 
this  Presbytery  they  belonged  till  July  10,  1840, 
and  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  ^'e^llont,  in- 
cludingall  the  ministers  and  congregations  in  Ver- 
mont belonging  to  the  Synod,  was  constituted  at 
Barnet  by  Rev.  Thomas  Goodwillie,  senior  min- 
ister according  to  the  decree  of  the  Associate 
Synod.  The  Presbytery  of  \'enuont  has  be- 
longed, since  May,  1858,  to  the  (Jeneral  A>sem. 
bly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  C  hun  h  of  Nonh 
America,  then  formed  hy  the  uu'na  of  the  ^Vsso- 
ciatc  and  Associate  Reformctl  Synods. 

REV.  DAVID  GOnDWILLIK.  AND  FAMILY. 

Rkv.  David  Goodwill: i:  was  bom  in  Tans- 
hall,  in  the  parish  of  Kin-Uus.-ie.  i-'ilV>hire,  Svot- 
lund.    The  mansion  in  which  he  was  born  stands 
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ft  little  south  of  the  hi<jhway  between  I^eslie,  on 
the  Loven  Kiver,  and  the  church  of  Kinirlii^"»io. 
and  dist:int  from  each  place  abinit  hnlf  a  mile. 
It  commiinds  an  extensive  pro.-^peot.  J'.dinhurjih. 
15  miles  to  tJie  south,  beiiip  socn  in  a  clear 
day.  Here  the  good-natured  Goodwillic  family 
(as  their  neij^hbors  called  them)  dwelt  for  five 
successive  generations  for  more  than  ITjO  yi  ar>. 
His  great-gjandfathcr  lived  in  times  of  persecu- 
tion, and  encountered  the  opposition  of  the  curate. 
His  father,  grandfather,  and  great-trrandJailKr 
were  "  smiths"  by  trade.  His  grandfather,* 
Da\-id  Goodwillie,  -was  baptized  OctolK-r  13, 
1665,  and  died  November  7,  1745,  aged  80  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Established  Cliun  h  of 
Scotland  and  a  ruling  elder  in  the  parish  of  Kiu- 
glassie,  and  was  buried  in  its  churcliyard.  lie 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Dcwar,  who  died  No- 
vember 10,  1739,  aged  65  years.  They  had  four 
children,  who  sunnved  them,  —  two  sons,  David 
and  James,  and  two  daughters,  Christian  and 
Elizabeth.  They  were  possessed  of  considerable 
property  in  land  and  "movables."  Their  young- 
est son,  James  Goodwillie,  inherited  tlie  "  mova- 
bles." 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Established  Cliurch 
of  Scotland,  and  a  ruliug  elder  in  the  rari.4i  uf 
Kinglassie,  whose  minister  was  Mr.  Carrie,  who 
at  first  decidedly  favored  the  cause  of  the  Krs- 
kines  and  others  who  seceded  from  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland  on  account  of  grave  ciTors  in  j 
doctrine  and  practice,  which  the  General  As^eni-  j 
bly  of  that  ghurch  refused  to  condemn  an'd  cor-  j 
rect ;  but  who  afterwards  strenuously  oriposed  j 
by  his  writings  the  secession  or  Associated  Ciiurch  j 
of  Scotland,  which  cause  his  niliug  elder  c-poused  j 
as  the  cause  of  God,  and  therefore  left  the  Estab- 1 
Mshed  Church  and  joined  the  Associate  Church  j 
and  became  a  member  of  the  xVssociate  Congre-  j 
gation  of  Abernethy,  12  miles  distant  from  his  j 
residence.  But  when  the  Associate  Cougrega-  \ 
tion  of  Leslie  was  organized,  he  became  a  memlKT ! 
and  elder,  and  so  continued  till  his  death,  lie  j 
was  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  as  an  j 
intelligent  and  pious  man.  Ilis  lott<'rs  to  his  t 
children  show  that  he  exercised  him.sclf  unto  | 
godliness  and  entertained  a  dotp  concern  that ! 
the  glory  of  God  should  be  proinotdl  in  his  own  \ 
and  their  spiritual  and  etenial  welfare.  He  was  j 
manned  to  Mary  Davidson,  December  26,  174S,  j 
who  was  a  helpmeet  to  him  in  thintrs  Utth  tern- ! 
poral  and  spiritual.  They  had  eight  children,  i 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  three  of  whom  died  ; 
young.  The  parents  were  diligent  in  "  bringing  • 
up  their  children  in  the  nurture  anil  ailmonition  of  ; 
the  Lord,"  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 

♦We  are  aware  tliis  part  of  tho  ski-fch  is  no!  strict- 1 

ly  Vermont  histonj,  yet  we  have  sucli  an  accurate  j 
history  of  this  okl  Scotch  sctth  in*  nt.  revt r.-ini.'  »h.- 
order  aud  running  Ironi  tlic  pri  at  f  .u-kwitnl  into  , 
the  pa.st,tliat  it  is  ranch  like  an  inclination  llit  wJien  ! 
standing  at  tlio  lower  « ml  of  ii  l  ictnre  ;:;a!!ery,  to  let  ^ 
our  eye  swi  i-p  up  throui-h  tlh'  \i-ta  us  I'ar  h.'J  out  un-  j 
brokca  vi^ioa  may  exti  ud.—  Ld.  ' 


their  .surviving  rhildren  become  members  of  the 
church,  and  hearing  one  son  preach  tho  everlast- 
ing gospel. 

Tiu;  father  died  of  dropsy,  which  for  a  h^ng 
time  atfected  one  of  his  lower  linibs.  One  day, 
when  rather  worse  than  usual,  he  called  all  the 
family  together  and  prayed  with  them,  after 
wliich  ho  told  the  children  that  he  had  taken  sol- 
emn bajjtismal  vows  for  them,  which,  as  he  had 
received  helj)  from  God,  ho  had  endeavored  to 
fulfil  by  bis  instructions  and  example,  and  then 
solemnly  wam*,d  them  that  if  they  did  not  live  a 
life  of  faith  and  holiness  the  blame  would  rest 
upon  themselves.  He  was  born  in  1709,  and 
died  on  the  Sabbath  day,  January  6, 1782,  aged 
73  years,  and  was  buried  in  tho  churchyard  of 
Kingliissie.  Two  or  three  days  before  his  death, 
while  lying  still  on  his  bed,  he  broke  out  in 
a  rapture,  saying  he  was  full  of  tho  joy  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  inquired  when  the  Sabbath 
would  come,  expressing  "  a  desire  to  depart  and 
be  with  Christ."  His  son,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  preach  at  a  distant  place  the  Sabbath 
his  father  died,  on  the  Saturday  before  his  depart- 
ure, called  the  family  together,  and  having  sung 
Psalm  xxiii.  and  prayed,  took  his  farewell. 


Extract  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  David  Goodwil- 
lie to  his  brother  in  America,  written  at  this  time. 
.  .  .  '  .  "  Our  father  finished  his  pilgrimage 
on  earth  on  the  sixth  of  January  last.  He  died 
a  peaceful  death  at  8  o'clock  on  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, in  the  presence  of  our  mother,  brother, 
and  sisters,  and  was  buried  on  Tuesday,  the 
eighth,  in  the  tamily  burial-place.  His  senses 
remained  to  the  last.  Great  patience,  Christian 
resignation,  and  other  religious  exercises  were 
manifest  during  the  whole  of  his  last  affliction, 
wliich  lasted  for  about  three  weeks.  Thus,  my 
dear  brother,  has  the  Lord  of  life  been  pleased 
to  remove  from  the  troubles  of  this  vain  world, 
and,  as  we  confidently  hope,  taken  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  himself  forever,  one  of  the  best  of 
{sarents,  who,  in  a  careful  manner,  gave  us 
Christian  instruction,  and  guided  us  by  his  good 
exan^I)le.  Our  loss  is  great,  but  his  gain  by  this 
hapj)y  change  is  fiir  greater.  Blessed  be  the 
God  of  grace  and  consolation,  we  are  not  left  to 
mourn  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  "  ^Nlark  the 
{K^rfect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  tluit  man  is  peace."  "Precious  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

Let  this  lead  us  to  take  faith's  view  of  him 
who  died  for  us,  and  to  a  firm  confidence  in  the 
everlasting  Father  for  the  supply  of  all  our 
wants,  spiiitual  and  temporal.  Let  us  be  con- 
cenied  to  be  n^ady  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  our 
Lord,  for  we  know  not  how  soon  we  may  1)C 
en  Hod  to  go  hence.  Let  us  live  by  faith  in 
"  Christ  who  died  and  rose  again."  How 
full  of  consolation  arc  the  following  subjects 
on  wliich  I  have  lately  been  led  to  meditate  ! 
Kom.  viii.  18.    "  Eor  I  reckon  that  tho  sailor- 
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in-;,Hof  thi.s  proscnt  time  nre  not  worthy  to  be  |  his  oiniurration  to  America,  ho  was  employed  ia 
compared  with  tho  ,s;lory.whi(.b  hhall  be  revealed  I  pn-aehini;  in  tlie  dilVerent  rresbvteries  of  the 
inud."  rhil.  i.  21.  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  |  Assoeiate  Church  in  Scotland.  He  kept  a  list 
and  to  die  is  piin."  2  Tim.  i.  10.  Jesus  |  of  all  the  timeri  and  places  when  and  where  he 
Christ  hath  aholished  death,  and  broaght  life  olliciated,  and  tho  texts  of  Scripture  on  which 
aud  immortality  to  lij^ht  by  the  gospel."  he  preached  at  these  times  and  pliu-e-*,  from  which 

Rev.  David  GooDwiixui  was  the  first-born  it  appears  that  ho  was  diliLrcnt  in  fulliiiiiij,'  the 
of  his  f:ithcr's  family,  and  was  baptized  J)ec.  31,  |  appointments  of  the  Associate  Synod  in  sending 

I  him  to  the  ditf».'rent  Presbyteries,  and  of  these 
Presbyteries  in  sending  him  to  preach  to  tlie  con- 


1749,  by  Kev.  John  Erskine,  son  of  Kev.  Ebeu- 
ezcr  Erskine,  who  was  tho  lirst  mini&ter  of  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Leslie, 
to  which  tlie  family  belonged. 

His  eldest  sister,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  1753, 
and  mairicd  to  James  Bhthe,  an  elder  of  the 
Associate  Congregation  of  Abcmothy,  Sept.  1, 
1775,  and  died  in  1836. 

His  brother  Joseph,  bom  April  3,  1751,  cmi- 


grcgations  under  tlieir  juri.s<liction.  His  ac- 
quaintance and  correspondence  with  the  ministers 
and  preachers  of  the  Associate  Synod  of  Scot- 
land, were  extensive. 

In  consequence  of  application  for  preachers, 
made  by  the  Assooiato  Presbytery  of  iVnnsylva- 
nia  to  the  Associate  Synod  in  Scotland,  and  a 


p^ted  to  America  about  the  year  1773,  and  died  |  petition  from  the  church  and  town  of  Bamet, 
in  Barnet,  Feb.  24,  ISOS.  |  prefeiTcd   to    that   synod,   to   send   them  a 

His  sister  Christian,  bom  July  26,  1758,  was  |  preacher,  that  Synod  recommended  him  and  tho 
married  to  William  Coventrie,  a  member  of  tlic  I  Rev.  A.  White  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  that 
Associate  Congregation  of  Abcrnethy,  where  she  j  Presbytery.  With  this  recommendation  he  corn- 
died  Feb.  14,  1S06.  I  plied.     Taking  a  sorrowful  farewell  of  his 

mother,  sisters,  brother,  and  many  friends,  both 
lay  and  clerical,  he  sailed  from  Greenock,  March 


His  brother  James,  bora  July  16,  1760,  was 
married,  had  a  large  family,  and  lived  to  old  aire. 

His  mother  died  in  Leslie,  Scotland,  June  25, 
1806,  at  an  advanced  age,  and  was  buried  in  the 
churchyard  of  lunglassie.  She  was  a  Christian 
mother  indeed,  aud  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  her  children. 
She  survived  her  husband  24  years,  and  was  sep- 


15,  1 788,  in  company  with  Rev.  A.  White,  two 
other  gentlemen,  and  five  ladies  as  cabin  passen- 
gers. After  a  piissagc  of  51  days,  ho  anived 
at  New  York  the  lifth  of  May  following,  where 
he  remained  prciiching  till  the  last  week  of  the 
month,  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to 


arated,  18  years  before  her  death,  from  her  first-  j  meet  with  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Pennsvl- 
bora,  for  whom  she  entertained  a  high  esteem  I  vania. 

and  strong  attachment,  and  he  proved  his  filial  j  He  was  an  important  and  seasonable  acquisi- 
aifection  and  regard  by  contributing  liberally  to  !  tion  to  that  Presbytery,  as  urgent  calls  for  preach- 
her  support  as  long  as  she  Hved,  though  his  sal- j  ers  were  numerous  and  increasing.  That  he 
ary  was  not  large,  and  his  family  increasing,  j  might  be  quaHfied  to  exercise  all  the  functions 
It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Goodwillie  was  en- 1  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the  newly  orL:uii- 


gaged  at  manual  labor  till  about  18  years  of  ai;e, 
when  he  began  to  study,  with  a  view  to  the 
sacred  ministry,  and  prosecuted  his  academical 
education  at  Alloa,  and  finished  it  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh.  He  studied  theology  under 
Professor  jNIoncrief,  at  Alloa,  where  the  Theolofr- 
ical  Seminary  of  the  Associate  Synod  was  estal> 
lished.  For  support  when  prosecuting  his  studies 
he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching,  and  taught  j 
at  Eyelaw  near  Leslie,  and  Easter  Fernie,  near 
Capar,  ia  Fifeshire. 

Afte;  ho  had  passed  through  the  usual  course 
of  academical  and  theoloirical  studies,  tlie  Asso- 
ciate Synod  recommended  him  to  be  taken  on 
trial  for  Hcense.  His  trials  having  proved  satis- 
factory, he  was  hcensed  to  preach  the  everlasting 
gospel  by  the  Associate  Presb\-tery  of  Kirkcaldy 
in  the  beginning  of  OctolKM-,  1778.  The  next 
month  ho  went  to  Ireland,  where  ho  remained 
preaching  to  the  congregations  of  the  A>^>ociate 
Church  in  that  country  fur  nearly  a  yc:>r.  wlicn 
he  returned  to  Scotland.    In  September,  1785, 

he  < 
<tnt 

The  resc  of  the  time  ti^ 


he  went  to  the  north  of  F.n^^'land,  when 
tinued  more  than  a  year,  preaching  in  W 


land  and  Cumberland. 


ized  congregations  in  which  he  should  bo  called 
to  labor,  tho  Presbytery  detcrmiLed  to  ordain 
him  at  an  early  period,  and  assigned  him  sutyjects 
for  trials  for  ordination.  According  to  appoint- 
ment of  Presbyteiy,  he  preached  in  June,  in  Ox- 
ford and  Rocky  Creek,  Pa.,  in  August  in  Rock- 
bridge Co.,  Va.,  and  in  September  and  October, 
in  Mill  Creek,  Franklin,  Rocky  Creek,  and  otiier 
places  in  Pennsylvania,  and  attended  the  Presby- 
tery of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pequea,  Oct.  1,  1788. 
His  trials  for  ordination  having  proved  satistac- 
tory,  ho  was  ordained  by  the  Associate  Pn^sbytery 
of  Peimsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  31, 
1788,  in  the  hall  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.  Rev,  Thomas  Beveridge  presided,  and 
preached  from  2  Cor,  iv.  1.  "  Thiret'oa^,  seeing 
we  have  this  ministry,  as  wo  have  received 
mercy,  we  faint  not."  Immediately  after  which 
he  delivered  tho  charge  to  him.  The  sermon 
and  charijc  were  soon  printed.  Rev.  John  An- 
derson, D.  D.,  wa-  onbiinei'  by  the  Pre-byteiy  iu 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Rev.  William 
'on-  j  Morshall  presided,  and  preached  oti  the  occasion. 
|>re- I  After  this,  Mr.  (loexlwiliie  went  to  New  York, 
where  he  dispensed  tho  Lord's  Suppor.    In  No- 
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vembcr  ho  arrived  in  C:imbriiii;c,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  lulK)ml  duriTi;:,'  thcwintor,  pn.'nohiiiG:  occu-sion- 
ally  in  Arirylo  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity. 
In  April,  1789,  ho  returned  to  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  whoi-o  lie  attended  a  inoi-tin-j:  of  the 
Presbytery,  and  then  went  to  Carlisle,  where  he 
labored  the  mcst  of  May  and  June,  occa.sionallv 
preaching  in  Peqnea  and  other  conixrej^'ations  in 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  assisting  Mr. 
Clarkson  at  his  coinnmnion  on  the  24th  of  May. 
Remrning  to  Philadelphia,  he  assisted  ^^r.  Mar- 
shall at  a  dispensation  of  that  lioly  ordinaneo, 
June  21st.  On  the  next  Sabbath  he  preached  in 
New  York,  where  he  continned  to  labor  till  Sep- 
tember, when  he  went  to  Cana!uidq:e,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  appointment  of  Presbytery,  he 
presided  at  the  installation  of  Rev.  Thomas  Bov- 
eridge,  and  delivered  to  him  the  pastoral  charire. 

From  Cambridge,  probably  after  the  nieeriiij.' 
of  the  Presbytery  there,  Oct.  1,  17S9,hc  returned 
to  New  Y'ork,  where  ho  attended  a  meetinir  of 
Presbytery,  Oct.  19,  with  Messrs.  Marshall, 
Beveridge,  Anderson,  and  Wliite.  His  call  to 
Bamet,  and  settlement  there,  in  17Sl,we  have 
abready  related  in  the  ecclesiastical  record  of 
Bamet. 

During  these" transactions  in  Bamet  Mr.  Good- 
willie  went  back  to  New  York,  where  lie  was 
April  10,  1790,  and  proceeded  to  Ph!ladel[>hia, 
where  he  assisted  Mr.  Marshall  at  the  commtm- 
ion,  April  25.  In  May  he  probably  preached  in 
the  vacant  congregations  west  of  rialadelphia, 
as  we  fiml  he  was  at  Marsh  Creek,  where  he 
married  his  friend  and  companion.  Rev.  A. 
White  to  iMargaret  Kerr,  May  27,  1790.  In  the 
first  part  of  June  he  vi.-.itcd  Alexari-lria  and 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  and  returned  to  Philadel- 
pliia,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Beatrice 
Henderson,  July  7,  1790.  They  went  to  New 
York  before  the  end  of  that  month,  and  pn  K^eed-'d 
to  Bamet,  where  they  arrived  about  the  1 2th  of 
September,  1790.  They  lodged  at  tirst  ;if  John 
Hiudman's  for  a  few  days,  after  which  they 
resided,  till  tho  close  of  1791,  with  John  Ross, 
who  lived  near  the  south  end  of  Ross  Pond. 

The  charter  of  tho  town  irave  one  share  or 
right  of  land  to  the  first  settled  minister  of  the 
gospel.  As  he  was  the  first  settled  in  the  town 
and  county,  he  obtained  this  riidit,  which  con- 
sisted of  340  acres  of  land,  situated  in  three 
ditFerent  parts  of  the  to^vn.  A  lot  of  1 00  a<  a's 
lay  nearly  a  mile  southeast  of  the  centre  of  tbe 
town,  four  acres  of  which,  on  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  lot,  were  cleared  when  he  moved  into 
town.  Ho  gave  to  "  the  Presbyterian  So(  iety  of 
Bamet,"  two  acres  on  the  noitheast  corner  of 
which  were  tho  meeting-house  and  L'raveyard. 
200  acres  lay  about  a  mile  southea-t  from  the 
centre  of  tho  town.  Another  lot  of  firry  acres 
of  inferior  land  lay  on  a  hill  east  of  tho  Pas- 
Bumpsic,  above  tho  falls  near  the  Tuoiuh  of  the 
river.  lu  order  to  obtain  a  better  si:  -  '"or  build- 
ing,  he  purehjised  a  piece  of  land  on  tho  north- 


west lino  of  the  first-mentioned  lot,  on  whicli  ho 
erected  a  lar<^'0  frame  house,  into  which  he  moved 
Dec.  20,  1791. 

For  about  12  or  16  years  after  he  settled  in 
Bamet,  ho  had  two  difficult  and  doubtful  cascn 
of  discipline,  but  his  faith,  patience,  and  perse- 
verance finally  triumphed  over  all  discourage- 
ments. Mr.  Ikveridgo,  that  "  good  servant  of 
Jesud  Christ,"  who  had  similar  trials,  writes  to 
him  at  ditFerent  times. 

"  Vkhy  dfau  Sir:  Let  us  not  be  disconracrod  with 
trials  and  temptations,  but  let  us  consider  tlicni  nn 
uu-ans  by  wliich  the  Lord  tits  iustrumcnts  for  lii.s  yer- 
\ice.  I  feel  in  some  measure  the  aUlictioiis  of  luy 
brethren.  Let  us  be  cheerful  under  them."  '""We 
must  set  our  faces  to  the  storm.  If  we  faithfullv 
serve  the  Lord,  suffering  for  him,  and  with  him,  we 
sliall  reign  with  him.  In  a  li^le  while  all  these 
things  which  cause  us  grief  and  pain  iu  this  world 
.-hull  be  to  us  no  more.  I  hope  i^'  we  attend  to  our 
Master's  service,  he  will  not  leave  us  without  evi- 
dences, both  of  his  fatherly  care  in  providing  for 
our  wants,  and  of  his  gracious  nresence  with  us  in 
his  service.  The  more  cheerful  we  are  in  his  work, 
ail  things  will  go  the  better  with  us." 

In  1804,  a  communication  written  by  a  clergy- 
man of  another  denomination,  and  residino;  in 
an  adjoining  State,  was  published,  in  which  the 
congregation  of  Bamet  was  said  to  be  "  a 
worldly  sanctuary,"  and  "no  church  of  Christ." 
This  occasioned  a  correspondence,  which  is  still 
preserved,  and  which  manifests  that  r>-hile  jMr. 
Goodwillie  was  a  man  able  to  defend  the  right, 
ho  was  still  the  Christian,  full  of  candor,  charity, 
and  meekness.  Indeed,  he  used  arguments, 
drawn  from  reason  and  revelation,  so  powerfully, 
and  applied  the  facts  in  the  case  so  forciblv,  that 
the  calumniator  of  the  congregation  of  Barnet 
was  constrained  to  confess  that  "they  were  a 
body  of  Christians  highly  and  generally  re- 
spected." 

Clergymen  of  another  denomination,  who, 
lx)th  in  their  discourses  and  publications,  opposed 
tho  govemment  of  the  United  States  as  no  ordi- 
nance of  God,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  press, 
trmluced  Jlr.  Goodwillie  as  a  traitor  to  the 
chun-h  of  Scotland.  But  he  wa.s  a  firm  friend 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  held  fast  tho 
standards  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  founded 
on  the  word  of  God.  While  he  was  a  student 
in  his  native  country,  he  favored  the  cause  of  tho 
United  States,  then  nobly  struggling  for  their 
independence.  Moreover,  he  never  belonged  to 
the  E>tabli>hed  Church  of  Scotland,  but  to  the 
Associate  Church,  which,  both  in  Scotland  and 
America,  testified  against  the  errors  of  the 
Esrablished  Church,  but  held  fast  "the  refor- 
mation princi]>les  of  tho  Church  of  Scotland." 
Yet  notwithstanding  these  aspersions,  he  contin- 
u»  d  to  prosper  in  his  ministerial  labors  till  death 
*!!--nlvcd  the  pastoral  relation  to  his  coii;_'Tc:va- 
tion.  which  he  left  in  a  i>rosperous  condition ; 
and  i:  is  remarkable  that  tlic  coiifiP'^rarioas  of  all 
tlio-^e  cler<j.ymen  who  misrejires-  iir'^d  iiini  niid  his 
congivgaiion,  rejected  them  long  before  their 
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death.  Heit)  it  mnv  iibo  lx>  proper  to  uild  that  I  phiry  memlKT  of  his  church.  His  list  of  murrii'ges 
ho  observed  throu^^h  life  the  rule  "to  spoiik  i  iinumnts  t<>  n<'arly  200.  In  answer  to  jjetirionij 
evil  of  no  iniin."  When  ho  was  defanail  he  j  sent  iroin  Canada,  for  pn-achini:,  the  Presbytery 
made  no  defence,  followinj;  a  more  excellent  and  |  appointed  him  to  ^o  on  a  mission  to  the  petition- 
ctFectual  way  ;  "  when  he  was  revik-d,  he  reviled  ,  ers.  He  left  home  Jan.  IH,  17'J8,  and  went  more 
not  n;:,ain,  but  committed  himself  to  llim  who  1  than  loO  miles  beyond  Montreal,  and  preached 
judgeth  righteously,"  and  obeyed  the  inspired  '  to  them  a  few  Sal>l)aths,  and  returned  l'\.b.  24, 
injunction,  "with  well-doing  put  to  bilencc  the  i  having  tnvvelleil  nearly  GOO  miles  in  tlie  winter, 
ignorauee  of  foolish  men."  During  this  prolon;:ed  period  of  trial  he  was 

During  tlus  long  period  of  ti'ial  he  did  not  i  called  in  God's  gracious  providence  to  endure 
labor  in  vain,  for,  as  it  has  been  before  stated,  tho  { two  grievous  losses,  one  of  a  public  and  the  other 
communicants  numbered  threefold  more  than  i  of  a  domestic  nature, —  the  death  of  his  well-be- 
at his  settlement  ;  and  after  this  there  were  |  loved  brother,  Mr.  Beverid;:e,  with  whom  he  was 
annual  accessions  till  his  death,  when  there  were  |  most  intimately  associated  in  the  ministry,  and  tho 
more  than  200  living  members.  The  whole  ;  death  of  two  of  his  own  children,  wiiich  mournful 
number  enrolled  under  his  ministry  in  Eamet  j  events  took  place  in  his  own  house  nearly  at  the 
was  more  than  400.  {same  time.    The  sacrament  of  the  Loi<rs  Sup- 

When  the  call  for  him  was  executed  in  Bar-  '  per  was  dispensed  to  the  cong  vgation  of  Barnot 
net,  July  5,  1790,  it  will  be  remembered  that  12  ;  the  First  Day,  being  the  first  Sabbath  of  July, 
members  fi-om  the  congregation  of  Ilycgate  j  1798.  Mr.  Bcveridge  came  to  as^i.>t  on  that  oc- 
attended  and  signed  a  paper  of  adherence  to  the  i  casion.  Coming  through  Byegate  he  took  a 
call,  expecting  to  receive  a  portion  of  his  labors,  j  drink  of  water,  which  sickened  him  and  issued  in 
That  congregation  received  a  sixth  part  of  pas- 1  dysentery.  Though  much  indisposed  when  he 
toral  services  till  the  autumn  of  1822,  when  they  '  arrived  in  Baniet,  he  preached  on  Saturday  be- 
obtained  a  settled  minister.  The  records  of  that  ;  fore  the  conununion.  On  the  Sabbath  his  dis- 
church  were  lost,  but  it  is  supposed  that  more  |  ease  had  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was 
than  150  members  were  admitted  during  that!  obliged  to  sit  while  he  ser\-ed  two  tables,  and 
time,  as  the  congregation  was  so  strong  that  they  ■  after  the  sacred  ordinance  was  dispensed  he 
gave  a  preacher  a  call  in  1809,  who  accepted  |  preached  an  excellent  and  very  aiiecting  sermon 
one  from  another  congregation,  and  in  1814  gave  ;  from  John  xvii.  11:"  And  now  I  am  no  more  in 
another  preacher  a  c-all,  who  had  some  thoughts  j  the  world,  but  these  are  in  the  world,  and  I  come 
of  accepting  it,  but  was  also  settled  in  another  j  to  thee."  This  was  his  last  appearance  in  pub- 
congregation.  So  that  during  his  ministry  for  j  lie ;  and  though  conliictiug  with  a  moital  mala- 
about  40  years  in  Barnet,  and  32  in  Ryegate,  :  dy,  his  talents  and  j)iety  >eemed  to  sliiue  with 
nearly  600  persons  vrere  enrolled  members  of  |  uncommon  lustre,  while  he  addressed  the  people 
these  two  congregations.  During  the  whole  of  ;  with  all  the  fervor  of  a  dying  man.  He  was  un- 
bis  ministry,  even  to  old  age,  he  was  diligent,  \  able  to  attend  public  worship  on  the  thanks^iv- 
not  only  in  preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  and  visit- 1  iug  on  :^Ionday.  It  was  not  till  three  M'eeks  after 
ing  the  sick,  but  every  year  paid  a  pastoral  visit  !  this  that  he  died,  and  all  hopes  of  his  recovery 
to  the  families  of  the  congregations  of  both  Bar-  i  were  not  lost  till  the  evening  Ix-fore  his  death, 
net  and  Ryegate,  and  publicly  catechised  the  |  During  these  three  weeks  he  was  chieliy  employed 
parents  and  children  in  meetings  in  different  |  in  prayer  and  readiuLT  the  Scrifitures  ;  and  when 
parts  of  these  two  to^vns.  The  number  of  his  j  unable  to  read  he  employed  one  of  the  elders  who 
baptisms  of  infants  and  adults  amounts  to  sev-  j  waited  on  him,  to  read  such  iia.-s.iges  of  the  Bible 
eral  hundred.  Once  he  baptized  a  child  of  the  I  a.s  he  pointed  out,  on  wiiieli  he  fafiuently  mad'3 
fifth  generation,  all  living.  When  he  was  town- 1  observations  as  they  went  alonir.  William  Gil- 
minister  of  Barnet  he  made  a  pastoral  visit  every  i  kerson,  of  Baniet,  was  sent  to  inform  bis  family 
year  to  every  family  in  town.  On  one  occasion  |  and  congregation  of  his  sickness,  and  they  innuc- 
a  woman,  the  head  of  the  household,  refused  to  i  diately  sent  Jimies  Small  and  Robert  Oiiver, 
receive  him  as  a  minister.    When  departing,  he  !  two  of  the  elders,  to  him. 

turned  routid  at  the  door  of  her  house,  and  wiping  The  disease  extended  to  Mr.  (ioodwlllio's  f:tra- 
his  feet  on  the  floor,  said  to  her,  "  Christ  corn-  '  ily,  and  two  of  his  chikhcn  di^d  uu  Saturday, 
manded  them  whom  he  '  sent  to  preach  the  king- 1  July  7th,  the  anniversary  of  th-  ir  parents'  mai-- 
domof  God'in  any  house  or  city  to  '  shake  oil"  |  riage.  The  children  were  hiid  in  one  grave, 
the  very  dust  of  their  feet  for  a  testimony  against  I  Mr.  Goodwillie  himself,  ei-e  the  third  Sabbath  of 
them  who  would  not  receive  tiiem  nor  hear  their  i  the  mouth,  was  seized  with  the  ^;:n^.'  di.-order, 
words,'  and  to  depart  saying,  '  notwithstanding,  j  which  prevailed  and  proved  very  luunal  in  tho 
bo  yo  sure  of  this,  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  |  town  at  that  time.  But  such  was  Mrs.  Good- 
near  to  you.'"  But  the  truth  and  lv.u'c  of  God  ■  willie's  exeni[)l:UT  i)rudencc  and  te-idei n.\->,  that 
soon  prevailed,  for  what  was  said  :iiiil  dune  bad  i  noiwilhsiaiuiing  Mr.  Beveri<lge  w.ts  the  means 
such  an  effect  that  the  woimm  so(fn  pr.  »te,->sed  hoi  i  of  lai;!-ing  the  disorder  into  the  funily.  of  which 
faith  iu  Christ,  and  he  bapri/.Ml  her  and  lu  r  chil-  ,  two  d  her  (  liiidua  died,  she  was  ui  r-nn; nug  in 
dreu,  and  she  conlinucd  tiil  her  death  an  exem-  kiudue.-s  lo  him;  and  though  coi  uUeetionaiO 
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mother,  nevor  shed  a  tear  in  his  sijjht,  for  f»;ar 
of  hurtin<^  hi.s  sensibility.  On  tlic  third  iSabhutli 
a  number  of  pooplo  ^jathcrcd  to  the  house  wlicrc 
the  two  distrossod  niini>tors  lay.  Mr.  Bcver- 
idge's  heart  was  so  touched  with  compassion  to- 
wards them,  who  were,  at  tliat  time,  like  sheep 
without  a  shepherd,  that  he  insisted  on  b<.>inir  por- 
mitted  to  preach  to  them.  Notu ithstandiu-^  the 
entreaty  of  his  friends,  who  still  had  some  hopes 
of  his  recovery,  he  roused  him>elf  once  more  and 
sat  up  in  the  bed,  around  which  the  people  fath- 
ered, and  after  praise  and  prayer,  preached  a 
well-connected  and  very  praeiical  sermon  from 
Psalm  xxxi.  23,  Oh  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his 
saints  ! "  This  discourse  was  delivered  with 
great  fervor  of  spirit,  and  in  the  application  he 
did,  in  a  very  pathetic  manner,  exhort  the  peo[)le 
of  Barnet  to  study  peace  amoii'^  themselves,  and 
to  continue  steadfast  in  tlieir  re'lit;ious  profession  ; 
warned  them  of  tlie  daivirerof  apostasy,  and  said 
that  if  any  of  them  should  continue  their  conten- 
tions, which  he  had  before  endeavored  to  remove, 
he  would  be  a  witness  aj;aiust  them  in  the  day 
of  judgment.  He  preached  about  an  hour,  and, 
after  prayer  and  praise,  dismissed  the  con^re^^a- 
tiou.  This  exertion  was  far  too  great  for  his 
strength.  Li  tlie  evening  he  grew  worse,  tlie 
fever  increased,  and  before  nudnight  all  hopes  of 
his  recovery  were  lost.  He  was  fully  seu.Mble  of 
his  situation,  and  continued  in  this  state  till  near 
the  dawn  of  day,  when  the  stoi  m  was  changeil 
iiito  a  calm.  To  the  astonishment  of  his  attend- 
ants, he  sat  .up  in  bed  and  said,  "  I  am  a  dyiuLT 
man,  and  dying  fast ;  as  to  bodily  pain,  I  am  free 
of  it.    It  is  well  that  I  am  not  afraid  to  die." 

Mr.  Goodwillio  was  then  called  np  from  iiis 
bed  of  sickness.  When  he  and  his  family 
were  come  into  the  room,  ^Mr.  Beveridgo  said 
he  would  pray  with  them  once  more  before 
he  died ;  and  then  stretching  f  n-th  his  hands 
and  speaking  as  fully  and  distinctly  and  with  as 
much  composure  as  when  in  perfect  healtli, 
addressed  the  throne  of  grace,  i)raying  for  the 
church  of  Christ  in  general  and  the  Associate 
Church  in  particular ;  for  his  own  cont:regation 
(in  Cambridge,  N.  Y.) ;  especially  for  the  rising 
getieration  ;  for  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  Mr. 
Marshall  in  Philadelphia  and  Mr.  Goo^lwillie  by 
name,  that  they  might  be  supponed  under  the 
tiials  they  had  met  with  in  their  congn?;:ations 
and  families  ;  and  for  those  who  had  so  faithfully 
attended'him  during  his  illness ;  and  then,  hav- 
ing commended  his  soul  into  the  hand  of  God 
who  gave  it,  concluded  his  pathetic  and  heart- 
melting  prayer  wiih  these  words  :  "  The  prayers 
of  Thomas  Beveriilge  are  now  ended." 

After  this  he  addressed  the  company  around 
him  and  exhorted  Mr.  ( io<Klwillie,  who  wa«  a  ten- 
der-hearted man  and  an  alV-ctionate  fathi  r,  not  to 
give  way  to  excessive  i^'rief  for  tht?  loss  of  his 
children,  as  he  would  lind  their  death  among  the 
tilings  that  were  working  touether  for  gooil ; 
thanked  hi;a  and  Mr.,.  Goodwiilie  for  their  kind- 


ness sliown  to  him  in  his  illness,  and  dosin  rl 
him,  when  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Marshall  in  Philadel- 
phia,  to  inform  him  that  he  had  not  forgotten 
him  in  his  last  moments.  He  then  addressed 
others  in  the  company,  according  to  the  various 
trials  thcj  had  passed  through, —  in  which  ho 
discovertMl  the  most  perfect  recollection.  After 
which  ho  lay  <iown  and  desired  two  persons  to 
sit  by  him,  one  on  each  side,  and  requested  the 
rest  of  the  company  to  withdraw.  In  the  fore- 
noon ho  lay  perfectly  at  ease  ;  in  the  afternoon, 
grew  worse  ami  took  little  notice  of  any  person, 
but  called  Mr.  Goodwiilie  and  asked  him  if  ho 
knew  what  time  the  Son  of  Man  would  come. 
He  replied  that  ho  thought  about  10  o'clock  the 
ensuing  night,  or  at  furthest  at  midnight ;  to 
which  Mr.  Be^x-^idge  replied,  "  I  know  now," 
after  which  he  lay  still. 

In  the  evening  he  seemed  to  revive,  and  as  dis- 
tinctly as  from  the  pulpit,  repeated  twice  that  re- 
markable passage,  "/  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  that  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon 
the  earth  ;  and  thmgh  after  my  skin  worms  destroy 
this  body,  yet  in  nvj  flesh  shall  I  see  God ;  whom  I 
shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and 
not  anothj^r ;  though  my  reins  be  consumed  within 
me."  After  this  he  gradually  sank,  and  about 
10  o'clock  expired,  without  a  struggle,  a  sigh, 
or  gi-oan.  He  lies  buried  in  the  churchyard  at 
Bamet,  in  Mr.  GoodwilLie's  burial-place,  where 
his  congrcgatioa  erected  a  monument,  with  an 
appropriate  inscription,  which  contains  the  orig- 
inal Hebrew  of  tkc  passage,  "  /  know  that  my  Re- 
dtemer  livcth." 

The  death  of  this  eminent  servant  of  Christ 
was  deeply  felt  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwiilie,  as 
he  was  their  intimate  friend,  and  as  there  were  at 
that  time  so  marij  nrgent  calls  in  the  Associate 
Church  for  such  sound,  able,  and  faithful  minis- 
ters. Mrs.  Goodwiilie,  who  was  "  a  mother  in 
Israel  "  indeed,  expressed  her  pious  public  spirit 
on  tliis  mournfjii  occasion  by  saying,  that  her 
loss  by  the  death  of  her  two  children  in  one  day 
was  not  to  be  compared  to  the  loss  of  the  church 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Beveridge.  One  of  Mr. 
GcKjdwilUe's  elders  said  that  he  would  have 
wilUngly  died  in  ^Mr.  Beveridge's  stead  had  it 
been  the  will  of  God  to  spare  him  to  preach  the 
gospel. 

Mr.  Oliver,  alter  he  returned  home  to  Cam- 
bridge, writes,  after  describing  the  saddening 
etfectof  the  news  of  Mr.  Beveridge's  death  on  his 
wife  and  congregation,  "We  all  join  with  her  in 
our  most  sincere  acknowledgments  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Goodwiilie  for  your  great  care  and  kindness 
to  the  deceased  and  tons.  We  are  anxious  to  hear 
of  your  recovery  end  Mail's,  and  how  it  fares  with 
Mrs.  Goodwiilie  after  so  much  toil  and  trouble 
both  in  bixly  and  mind."  Mr.  Marshall, Avho  was 
ministering  to  the  bereaved  congregation  at  that 
time,  writes  :  "  My  salutations  to  you,  who  are 
like  Joseph,  separated  from  your  ministerial 
brethren.    Uemember  me  in  a  particular  manner 
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to  your  dear  yoke-follow,  who.sc  praiso  is  in  this 
church  for  lier  luany  niffs  and  j^raocs." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Joodwillic,  in  1S()2,  were  railed 
to  lament  their  loss  by  the  death  of  Kov.  William 
Mursiiall,  of  riiiladelphia,  another  eminent  min- 
L^ter  of  the  Associate  Church,  and  their  kind  and 
faithful  friend,  highly  esteemed  and  well-be- 
loved. 

On  account  of  the  distance  from  his  residence  to 
the  places  where  the  Synod  and  rre.-bvteries  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Cambridjie  met, Mr.  lioodwillic 
was  not  frequently  present,  which  was  rcLa-ettod  bv 
both  himself  and  his  brethren.  lie  wished  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  a  Presbyter,  and  they  wished  to 
have  his  counsel  and  advice,  as  well  as  to  enjoy 
his  company,  to  encourage  and  cheer  them  in  the 
duties  and  difficulties  of  the  ministry.  lie  was 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associate  Synod 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  1803,  when  he  was  chosen 
moderator;  in  1804,  1807,  1S09,  and  in  1824, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  preach  the  Synod  ser- 
mon in  the  absence  of  the  moderator. 

So  highly  was  he  esteemed  for  his  wisdom  and 
understanding  of  the  doctrine  and  order  of  the 
church  of  Christ  that  the  Synod  appointed  him  to 
make  "  a  book  of  church  government  and  disci- 
pUue,"  which,  after  a  few  amendments  and  addi- 
tions, was  enacted  by  the  Synod  as  "  a  standing 
rule,"  and  which  is  still  in  force. 

In  his  large  collection  of  papei-s  were  found 
more  than  1,000  letters,  preserved  to  this  time. 
The  most  of  these  were  written  by  ministers  of  the 
Associate  Church,  both  in  Scotland  and  ^\jnerica, 
with  some  of  whom  the  coiTespondonce  was  main- 
tained till  death.  We  find  letters  from  Rev.  Adam 
Gibb,  Rev.  John  Jamieson,  D.D.,  and  also  from 
Alexander  Pringle,  D.D.,  with  wiiom  he  corre- 
sponded till  his  death.  We  also  find  letters  from 
Rev.  William  Marshall,  Rev.  Thomas  Bevor- 
idge,  Rev.  John  Anderson,  D.D.,  with  whom  he 
corresponded  till  their  death  ;  Rev.  A.  White, 
Rev.  Francis  Pringle,  Rev.  Thomas  Hamilton, 
Rev.  John  Banks,  D.D.,  and  most  of  the  other 
ministers  of  the  Associate  Church  in  this  country 
at  an  early  period.  Prom  one  of  these  clergy- 
men he  received  nearly  300  letters  in  about  20 
years.  The  letters  of  very  many  of  his  corre- 
spondents show  that  the  writers  were  men  of  su- 
perior intelligence  and  piety,  and  many  quota- 
tions might  be  made  from  them  to  t-how  their 
high  esteem  of  Mr.  Goodwillie.  'J'hcy  refer  to 
his  company  and  conversation  as  having  been  so 
agreeable  and  edifying,  and  thank  him  for  his  let- 
ters, as  giving  them  so  much  pleasure  and  profit, 
that  they  desire  a  continuance  of  his  correspond- 
ence and  the  enjoyment  of  his  company. 

Mr.  Goodwillie  seemed,  indeed,  well  qualified 
for  the  station  and  relations  in  the  church  in  wiiicli 
a  gracious  Proviiloncc  had  phi'-ed  liim.  His  men- 
tal endowments  were  suited  to  his  cin  nmsranres, 
and  were  highly  aeceptatile  and  advunta'jeous  to 
the  people  among  whom  he  luhnrcd.  From  his 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  he  accurately  dis- 


cerned the  c  hnnu-tor?  of  men,  and  estimated  and 
tivated  them  ac<  <»rding  to  their  real  worth  ;  and 
was  generally  n-urarded  by  them  to  be  "a  very 
knowing  man  ;  "  moreover,  he  was  kno^vn  to  bc 
amiable,  peaceful,  and  contented  ;  hence  he  was 
fnvpicntly  con-vilted  by  all  classes,  and,  as  a 
blessed  peace ujaker,  through  Ids  influence  many 
difficulties  were  S4.'ttlcd. 

It  was  his  custom  on  the  Sabbath  forenoon  to 
expound  the  S«Tiptures.  In  this  way  he  ex- 
pounded all  the  New  and  most  of  the  books  of  the 
I  Old  Testament.  —  drawing'  inferences  and  obser- 
vations, both  doctrinal  and  practical,  from  tho 
passages  expounded.  His  sermons  were  sound 
and  solid,  well  arranged,  and  full  of  the  doctrines 
and  duties  of  reHgion;  and  many  of  his  people 
became  eminent  for  their  faith,  holiness,  and 
good  works.  In  the  pulpit  he  was  jrrave  and 
solemn,  calm  and  deliberate  in  delivery,  —  a 
minister  of  tlie  word  who  did  not  aspire  after 
popular  applause  "  with  the  enticing  words  of 
man's  wisdom,*'  but  who,  rather  with  great 
plainness  of  speech,  preached  the  glorious  and 
everlasting  gospel  of  Christ  cnicified;  while  so 
deeply  did  his  own  soul  ex[>crience  the  gracious 
power  of  the  precious  trutlis  he  taught  that  he 
often  slied  tears  while  delivering  them  to  others. 

Ilis  last  discourse  was  preached  in  the  new 
brick  meeting-hoase.  Sabbath,  July  18,  1830, 
from  Hebrews,  respecting  the  sojourning  of 
Israel  in  the  wikknicss  for  for^  years,  and  the 
use  to  which  the  apostle  applies  it.  "  There  re- 
maineth,  therefoK?,  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God. 
Let  us  therefore  labor  to  enter  into  that  rest." 
The  people  observed,  afterwards,  that  the  dis- 
course was  reitiarkable,  and  he  was  himself 
deeply  atlectcd  in  delivering  it,  as  he  had  been 
nearly  40  years  settled  in  Bamet,  and  anticipated 
that  his  enil  was  drawing  near.  A  diary,  kept 
by  his  son  antl  a^-sisiant  in  the  ministry,  contains 
a  particular  aeeount  of  his  last  sickness  and 
death.  On  Thursday  following,  he  seemed  to  be 
overcome  by  the  heat  of  the  weather,  which  was 
very  oppressive,  accompatiied  with  debility  and 
symptoms  of  cou:zh  and  congcation  of  the  lungs. 
For  more  than  a  week  he  was  often  delirious, 
and  unable  to  eonferse  much,  but  manifested 
during  his  sickness,  by  being  often  observed  to 
be  engaged  in  prayer  and  repeating  parts  of  the 
Scriptures,  that  his  thoughts  were  occupied  with 
the-  things  of  G«>1.  After  this,  he  grew  worse, 
and  died  in  the  evening  of  the  12th  da*- of  his 
sickness.  In  the  morning  of  that  day,  he  became 
quite  sensible  ;  was  aware  that  he  had  been 
delirious,  and  inquired  how  long  it  was  since  he 
was  taken  ill ;  ]k»w  it  came  upon  him  ;  how  long 
it  was  since  the  Lord's  Suitper  had  been  dis- 
pensed, and  how  often  he  had  i)reached  since. 
!  He  directed  his  executor  to  divide  his  library 
I  between  his  two  sons  in  the  ministry.  After 
j  lying (juiet  for  sennc  time,  appan.'iitly  meditating, 
I  he  looked  no  in  the  face  of  his  smi,  to  whcni  l;c 
I  had  formerly  ob^rved  that  lie  would  soon  be 
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left  alone  in  his  ministo-.  an.l  sai.l.  in  a  calm  '  ml.ust  frame,  and  inclined  to  be  corpulent  in  the 
but  tirm  tone  of  voice,  *'  It  ai)iH.'ani  tJiat  bod,  m 
hi.-!  providence,  is  al»out  to  i>ut  a  period  to  my 
life  and  labors,  and  take  me  to  liinisclf.  I 
acknowled<;e  his  f:roodne>s  to  me  and  my  family 
and  connections.    Tell  my  ahseur  rl.ilda-n  and  , 
relatives  that  I  pray  for  even.-  one  of  tliom,  and  ' 
desire  that  they  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lonl,  i 
and  that  they  pray  for  each  other,  and  opcrinlly  , 
for  those  wlio  have  been  bereaved  by  deatli. 
This  affliction  has  como  on  me  suddenly,  and  j 


decline  of  life.  In  his  habits  he  was  tcmperare 
and  rc-nlar,  and  enjoyed  generally  trood  health. 
Thus  he  was  enabled  to  endure  witliout  com- 
plaint  the  fati-ue  of  tnwellin-  and  the  inclon- 
ency  of  the  weather  at  all  seasons,  as  well  as  the 
arduous  laixtrs  of  his  ministry  for  so  manyye::rs. 
In  the  last  years  of  his  life,  ho  became  deaf  to  a 
considerable  de^Tce,  but  his  eyesi-ht  reniai'.:oi 
j;oo«l,  so  tliat  he  could  read  till  the  last. 

lie  brou'jht  from  Scotland  a  good  library. 


has  left  mc  little  time  for  retlection,  but  it"  is  the  ,  mostly  composed  of  theolo-ical  works,  which 


-will  of  the  Lord,  and  vve  sliould  submit  to  it 
with  cheerful  readiness.  I  ackuowlclL'-e  (^iod's 
goodness  to  mc  and  the  church."  He  then  ex- 
horted his  three  children  present  "  to  walk  by 
faith."  Afterwards,  he  spoke  of  his  bciis;:  de- 
voted to  God,  and  ackuowledLred  his  unwonhi- 
ness,  but  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  mani- 
fold mercy  of  God  in  Christ.  In  the  afrernoon, 
the  delirum  returned,  and  the  ditBculty  of  breath- 
ing increased,  till  6  o'clock,  Au-ust  2,  1830, 
■when  he  departed  in  peace,  in  the  Slat  year  of 
his  age,  having  preached  tlie  gosi)el  nearly  52 
years 


were  much  damaged  by  the  carelessness  of  tho-^e 
who  transported  them  up  the  Connecricm  River, 
pennitting  them  to  get  wet.  At  home,  he  kept 
close  to  the  study-room  adjoining  his  libran-, 
continuing  hi.s  labors  till  midnight,  —  a  practice 
maintained  till  near  his  death. 

In  ISU5,  as  before  mentioned,  his  relation  of 
pastor  to  the  to^v^l  was  dissolved  with  mumai 
consent,  the  law  of  the  State  under  whach  he 
was  settled  having  been  essentially  m-^iif-e.!. 
But  his  fellow-citizens  soon  gave  him  pr<x>fs, 
which  continued  through  life,  of  their  high 
esteem,  as  well  as  their  confidence  in  his  ability 


His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  conconrsc  and  integrity,  in  electing  him  to  three  respcnsioie 


of  people,  many  of  whom  were  from  Kyegare 
and  other  to^\^l3  around  Barnet,  Scverul  clergy- 
men belonging  to  adjacent  towns  were  also 
present.    Rev.  Wm.  Fritiirle,  whose  ordination 


ofiices.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  legislatnre, 
which  held  its  session  from  Oct.  5  to  Xov.  S. 
1S05,  at  Danville,  7  miles  from  his  resi.Ience. 


and  settlement*!  Ryegate  he  had  lately  attended.  I  He  always  returned  home  on  Satuniay,  ar^d 
and  to  whom  he  ga've  the  pastoral  charge,  n  ad  |  preached  to  his  congregation  on  the        '  ath. 


the  19th  Psalm,  with  ])raycr;  and  he  was  in- j  In  the  same  year,  the  Presbyterian  Socierr  of 
terred  beside  his  deceased  wife  ur.  I  children  atid  |  Barnet  was  incori^orated,  which  paid  his  salary 
fellow-laborer,  :Mr.  Beveri.lge.  A  monument  was  i  till  his  death.  In  1807  he  was  chosen  town 
soon  erected  near  the  graves  of  Mr.  and  .^Ir^.  j  clerk,  and  was  annually  re-elected  by  the  town  to 
Goodwillie,  with  api)ro[)riate  in.vTipiions.  The  j  that  office  till  1827,  when  he  declined rc-elecrion. 
following  Sabbath,  Rev.  Mr.  Priu-le  preac  hcd  j  The  mail  was  first  extended  to  Bamet  in 
to  a  large  audience  an  cxccileat  sermr.r..  suited  '  1S08.  It  was  a  weekly  mail,  and  ran  throtii'h 
to  the  solemn  occasion,  from  P.>alm  cxiii.  5.  "/  i  the  centre  of  the  towm.  He  was  appomted  tne 
cried  unto  thee,  0  Lord;  I  Mi<l.  Tlxtu  art  my  first  postmaster  in  Barnet,  and  was  continued  in 


refuge  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of  the  iivin_'.' 
His  death  was  considered  a  puMie  h-s;  even 
his  acquaintance  who  survive  still  revere  and 
cherish  his  meraon.',  wiuch  is  b!e--.ed. 

When  he  was  settled  in  Banief.  the  county 
-was  new.  Except  a  clergyman  of  another  tie- 
nomination  settled  about  20  miles  s<nith  of  him, 
there  was  not  another  settled  mini-ter  of  any 
denomination  within  00  miles  in  any  other  diree-  ^ 
tion.    This  solitary  state  continue!  for  'J  years.  ! 

In  1798,  he  procured  sheet  in>n,  and  got  his  j 
brother,  who  followed  his  fail-er's  o»  cu|.ation,  ' 
and  had  moved  his  family  fr-.m  N-'Va  S.  wtia  to 
Barnet  in  1793,  in  order  to  cnj.-y  his  ini!ii>rry,  to 
make  him  a  stove,  wlu<  h  for  a  long  time  Nsa.-^ 
tlie  first  used  in  this  parw  of  the  country,  and 
considered  a  great  curiosity  and  comfort.  About 
the  year  1812,  he  j^pm  ured  f.-om  the  S::ite  of 
New'  York  u  four-wheeled  vehicle,  which  was  for 
some  years  the  tir^t  carriaua'  owned  and  u>ed  in 
Barnet. 

In  stature  he  wa^  about  5  feet  10  inches;  had  a 


that  office  till  1818,  when  the  route  was  changed 
I  to  the  Connecticut  River. 

His  talents  for  business  were  great.  He  was 
a  ready  writer,  and  wTOte  a  good  hand,  and  Lis 
transactions  were  methodical  and  exact.  His 
residence,  beiner  near  the  centre  of  the  tomi.  was 


convenient  for  the  inhabitants,  and  the  dunes  of 
these  offices  were  light  and  quickly  discharged, 
and  did  not  interfere  with  his  pastoral  duries, 
which  he  diligently  discharged  with  pnnctuality. 

He  labored  both  publicly  and  privately  till  an 
academy  was  established  in  the  county,  at  Peach- 
am,  five  miles  from  his  residence,  and  some  years 
before  any  other  clergyman  was  settled  in  the 
county.  By  the  charter  he  was  appointed  a  trus- 
tee, which  office  he  held  till  1827,  when  he  re- 
signed, and  the  Board  of  Tnistecs  passed  a  vote 
of  "  thanks  to  him  for  his  Unig  and  laithful  :..r- 
viccs."  He  atteiuled  all  their  annual  meer:n-s 
'  d'lriT),'  this  period,  ami  avus  the  President  of  the 
[\'i\vA  fur  many  years;  and  atmually  cho-^en  one 
i  of  the  examiners,  and  punctually  attended.  The 
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pupils  lon^  rcinemI)orc(l  tlicir  examin.'itious  hy  [  , irrc.it  hui-litcr.  Wlieu  a  little  chiM,  he  wandered 
the  venerable  mini.ster  of  Baniet,  who  was  es- 
tceuiod  tiie  mo>t  learned  nienil>or  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  L<mi^  after  his  death,  the  jOth  an- 
niversary of  the  institution  wju  eclehrated,  beiu:: 
attended  by  preat  numbers  of  its  former  pupils, 
from  different  parts  of  the  United  ^States  and 
Canada.  Tiie  jul)ilee  lasted  for  two  days.  The 
late  Chief  Justice  of  Vermont  delivereil  an  ora- 
tion, and  a  distinguished  lawyer  from  Massa- 
chusetts, one  of  the  early  pupils,  in  his  spceeh, 
eulogized  Mr.  Goodwillie  for  his  talents,  erudi-  j 


Irom  home,  antl,  when  retuniinir,  wa^  met  by  his 
mother  searching  for  him.  Fearing  chasti.-e- 
mcDt,  he  fell  down  on  his  knees  before  her,  held 
up  his  hands,  and  said,  "  All  obedience,  mother." 
Such  submission  sati?fied  the  mother.  When 
a  meml)er  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  his  re- 
plies to  the  arguments  of  an  opponent  were  ;0 
forcible  and  facetious,  that  the  whole  house  was 
convul-cd  with  laughter,  at  the  ojiponent's  ex- 
pense, who  liad  tlie  magnaninuty  not  to  re.-onc 
it.  One  Saturday  evening,  a  young,  reckless 
member  moved  "  that  tlic  Legislature  adjouni  till 
to-morrow  morning,"  which  so  shocked  the  moral 
sense  of  the  house,  that  many  meml>ers  turned 
their  eyes  on  the  Scotch  minister  as  a  siLH  for 


tion,  and  piety.  James  Orr,  a  member  of  his 
congregation  in  Bamet,  gave  the  County  Acad- 
emy SI, 000  as  a  donation- 
He  was  charitable,  hospitable,  generous ;  but 
modest  and  humble,  and  did  not  let  his  left  hand  i  him  to  defend  the  sacred  Sabbath.  He  rose  and 
know  what  his  right  hand  gave  to  support  the  t  said,  "I  second  the  motion,"  which  greatlv  as- 
poor  and  spread  the  gospel.  He  was  a  life  mem-  j  tonishcd  the  liouse ;  ljut  he  continued,  "  I  second 
ber  of  the  Bible  Society.  He  possessed  great  I  the  motion,  not  because  I  ap[)rove  of  it,  but  to 
equatiimity  and  fortitude,  —  was  not  uplifted  by  j  have  the  right  to  call  for  the  vcas  and  nars, 
prosperity  or  cast  down  by  adversity  ;  but  rather  j  which  I  accordingly  do,  for  I  wish  it  to  be  known 
inherited  and  cultivated  through  life  a  pccu-  i  who  in  this  house  are  the  friends  and  avIio  the 
liarly  cheerful  disposition,  insomuch  tliat  it  was  .  foes  of  the  Sabbath."  The  mover  immediatoly 
remarked  by  the  most  intelligent  of  his  people, !  withdrew  the  motion,  knowing  Ids  name  would 
that  he  appeared  most  checLtiil  in  preaching  ;  be  recorded  in  the  journal  and  published  in  the 
when  under  trouble,  whether  of  a  public  or  do-  i  newspapers  as  an  enemy  to  the  Lord's  dav, 
mestic  nature.  He  was  esteemed  a  judicious  man,  j  which  would  give  him  rather  a  kiliinir  notorierv. 
and  a  faithful,  affectionate  friend.  His  brcrhveu  \  More  than  40  years  since,  he  attended  commence- 
in  the  ministry  sought  his  counsel  and  company,  j  raent  of  Dartmouth  College,  after  which  he 
and  the  regret  was  mutual  that  they  were  set-  \  called  on  Dr.  Shurtleff,  one  of  the  professors, 
tied  so  far  apart.  Rev.  John  Anderson,  D.D.,  I  who  loved  sprightly  conversation  as  well  as  hira- 
who  was  ordained  with  him  in  Philadelphia,  and  i  self.  Wliilc  they  were  engaged  in  talking,  Mr. 
who  officiated  at  his  installation  in  Banict,  was  \  A.,  a  graduate,  entered  the  room  and  took  the 
a  friend  very  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  for  ;  seat  of  another  graduate  who  had  just  gone  our. 
his  superior  talents,  learning,  and  piety,  with  |  Mr.  Goodwillie,  having  been  so  earuestlvencraucd 

perceive  the 


whom  Mr.  Goodwillie  continued  to  correspond  j  in  conversation  that  he  did  not 


till  the  death  of  ^Ir.  A.,  not  four  months  before 
his  own,  which  event  deeply  alleeted  hun  as  long 
as  he  lived. 

Rev,  Andrew  Heron,  D.D.,  who  was  many; 
years  clerk  of  the  Associate  Synod,  writes  to  one  \ 
of  Mr,  Goodwillie's  sons  with  resj'Oct  to  his  ? 
"venerated  father's  life  and  character." 
never  heard  him  preach,  but  spent  sonic  davs  in 
his  hospitable  mansion,  in  1814,  when  he  was  \ 
considerably  advanced  in  life.  His  kindness  and  j 
hospitality  were  unbounded.    I  was  deliglited  1 


change,  said,  "  I  liked  Mr.  A.'s  speech  very  well." 
The  doctor  said,  "I  am  glad  to  hear  it,  and  v.ill 
introduce  you  to  him."  Turning  to  Mr.  A.,  ]\[r. 
Goodwillie  remarked,  immediately  after  the  in- 
troduction, "I  liked  your  speech  very  well ;  bit 
perhaps  it  was  not  so  deep  as  some  of  the  others." 
Thus  he  saved  himself  in  some  degree  from  the 
impropriety  of  praising  a  person  in  his  prcscnce. 
Dr.  Shurtleff  spoke  highly  of  his  public  spirit 
and  generosity.  One  morning  at  the  brcaktlist 
table,  with  a  few  witty  words  s[)oken  occa.-ion- 


and  cdilicd  with  his  society  and  conversation,  i  ally  as  he  was  eating,  ho  kept  a  brother  clerjv- 

man  laughing  so  heartily  that  he  could  no:  get 
time  to  eat  or  drink,  which  he  constantly  urged 
him  to  do.  . 

Mrs.  Goopwillie  was  bom  in  KirkcaMy, 
Fifeshire,  Scotland,  Jan.  24,  17GI.  David  Hen- 
derson, her  father,  widely  known  for  his  great 
zeal  and  piety,  was  a  member  of  the  Associate 
Church.  He,  at  first,  belon'_'cd  to  the  congrega- 
tion of  Ceres,  14  miles  di.^rant,  but  when  the 
A-«so!-iato  Conirregation  of  IviikciiMy  was  or- 
ganized, alnjut  17.)(),  he  became  a  jnemifcr  and 


He  had  a  rich  fand  of  anecdotes,  and  a  plea.-iiig 
manner  of  telling  them.  I  have  often  heard  the 
fathers  of  the  Associate  Church,  now  dead,  ex- 
press their  conlidcncc  in  him  and  their  rcL'ard 
for  him.  I  have  often  heard  my  aunt,  who  emi- 
grated hi  the  same  ship,  tell  how  much  she  and 
the  rest  of  the  cabin  ])assenirers  Mere  indebted 
to  his  constant  pleasantries  and  livcliue>s  of 
manner,  making  the  voyage  to  seem  short  and 
agreeable." 

Besides  his  inexhaustible  fund  of  good  anec- 
dotes and  a  good  w;iy  of  relating  tbcm.  his  sol-  was  clu 
lies  were  ready.  jxTiiiieur,  I'lT'-iMo  ;  nud  the<iuieiv  <learh.  in  1775. 
wit  of  liis  replies  produced  sudden  bursts  of,  iu  the  moruin 


n  an  elder,  which  otli' 
It  was  his  cu.- 
and  engage  tdl 


he  held  till  his 
in  to  r:-c  early 
breaklast  ia 
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rcadini;  the  Si-riptuirs,  sclf-cxamiiiation,  mcditii- 
tioii,  utul  prayer,  aiul  contiiiu.il  "instant  in 
prayer"  ihrout;li  tlic  day.  He  was  a  merelianf. 
ami  it  was'liid  custom,  when  ho  had  phieed  the, 
goods  on  the  counter,  while  his  customers  were 
examining  what  to  buy,  to  turn  liis  hark  upon 
tlicm  and  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  cnga{;c  in 
prayer. 

Her  motJier  was  a  dauQ^hter  of  ^VilliaIn  Oanl- 
ner  of  Cupar,  Fifeshire,  who  joined  tlie  Associ- 
ate Church  and  became  a  member  of  the  con- 
^TT?gation  of  Aberaethy,  14  miles  distant,  but 
af.cr  the  congregation  of  Ceres,  in  the  nci-lihor- 
hood  of  Cupar,  was  organized,  became  a  mem- 
ber and  continued  to  adorn  his  profession  till  his 
death  in  1772,  aged  90  years.    He  had  two  ehil- 


a  man  of  God  in  promoting  the  success  of  his 
ministry,  slie  was  indeed  a  great  liclpmeet  to 
her  husband,  iu  thinjirs  spiritual  as  well  as  tem- 
poral. So  dci^p  an  interest  did  they  naturally 
take  in  tlie  pnjsjicrity  of  the  churcii,  that  it  was 
their  usual  pnictiee  to  set  apart  days  for  fastincr, 
humiliation,  and  prayer,  which  they  observed  in 
the  family,  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
congregation,  as  well  as  the  8[)iritual  interests  of 
the  family.  5>he  had  a  female  prayer-meeting 
which  met  in  their  house,  and  was  an  active 
meml)cr  of  a  female  society  still  existing  in  the 
congregation,  for  the  purpose  of  coutril)uting  to 
l{il>lc  and  missionary  societies,  and  the  support 
of  young  men  studpng  with  a  view  to  the  sacred 
ministrj-.    Her  friends  who  had  the  best  oppor- 


dren,  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  married  t<.  i  timity  of  knowing  her  character  and  habits,  rep 


John  Culbert,  a  merchant  in  Cupar,  who  had  U 
children,  one  of  whom  was 'Rev.  John  Culbert. 
a  minister  of  the  Associate  Synod,  who  was  in 
France  at  the  time  of  the  JAevolution,  lost  all  his 
property,  and  narrowly  escaped  wi  til  liis  life;  and 
who  was  acquainted  and  corresponded  with  the 


resent  her  as  conscientiously  careful  in  discliarg- 
ing  all  personal  and  domestic  duties,  much  de- 
voted to  prayer  and  pemsal  of  the  Word  of  God, 
and  greatly  enriched  with  religious  experience. 
She  was  a  fairliful  and  affectionate  Christian 
mother.    When  her  husband  was  gone  from 


eminent  Eev.  John  Xcwton,  of  London,  w!iu«e  j  home,  she  observed  faraUy  worship;  and  so  fer 


narrative  he  had  printed  iu  Scotland  in  17 
He  died  in  1S25. 


vent  were  her  prayers  for  her  family  and  the 
^  church,  that  frequently  the  floor  where  shfe 
Margaret  Gardner,  the  youngest  daughter,  was  i  bowed  down  on  her  knees  to  pray  was  wet  with 
married  in  1744  to  David  Hcndersou.  They  j  her  tears.  And  it  appears  that  when  she  came 
had  7  children.  The  youngest  was  .Mrs.  Good-  \  to  die  she  was  well  "exercised  unto  godliness ;  " 
Willie,  whose  mother,  noted  for  piety,  died  when  |  yet  her  humility  was  so  great  that  she  now  es- 
shewas  but  a  little  child,  and  her  fatlicr  when !  teemed  herself  "to  be  nothin<r."  and  lamented 


she  was  but  14;  but 


lus  reiiLrntu; 


in>tru.^- :  that  she  had  not  lived  a  more  useful  life.  But 


tio.ns  and  example  had  made  a.  powerful  and  per- 1  her  faith  iu  the  gracious  promises  remained  firm, 
manent  impression,  and  bavin-  been  at;.;rward  :  and  she  had  a  desire  to  depart,  and  repeatecUy 
more  thoroughly  instructed  ia  the  word  uf  God,  j  prayed,  " O  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly!"  men 


she  joined  the  congregation  of  KirkcaMy. 

She  emigrated  to  America  with  Mr.  Good- 
willic  in  1788,  and  resided  two  years  with  her 
brother,  David  Henderson,  of  IVederick^bur^'. 
Va.,  who  came  to  America  before  the  licvulu- 
tionary  "War,  in  which  he  suiicred  great  losses, 
and  enlisted  in  a  company  commanded  by  Cajjt. 
Washington,  a  brother  of  Gen.  Wa>h!ngron, 
with  whose  mother  ho  was  acquainted.  Mr. 
Henderson  was  a  godly  and  jj-enerous  man ;  for 
many  vears  a  member  and  rulin.r  elder  of  the 


j  dying,  licr  aged  husband  kissed  her,  and  said, 
I  I  resign  you  to  God  from  whom  I  received 
i  you."  She  died  Feb.  4,  1827,  aged  66  years, 
I  three  years  and  a  half  before  her  husband.  A 
I  great  concourse  of  people  followed  her  to  the 
j  grave. 


In  concluding  this  history  of  Barnet,  the 
writer  would  obsen-e  that  he  obtained  materials 
so  abundant  that  it  would  require  a  volume  to 
contain  a  full  history  of  the  town.    His  chief 
Presbyterian  church  of  Fredcri>  k.-bur-,  Va.,and,  work  has  been  to  examine,  select,  arrano-e,  and 


died  in  1S37.    Amonc:  h 


IS  niativ  u> 


ts  of  gcncr-  (  condenso.    Besides  the  use  of  the  town  and 


bister  s 


osity  was  a  liberal  donation,  coiuinm  d  lor  many  j  church  records  and  papers,  and  the  extensive 

I  collections  of  letters,  papers,  journals,  and  charts 
j  belonging  to  the  late  Rev,  David  Goodwillie,  ho 
'  is  indebted  to  Hon.  Walter  Han-ey  for  the 
1  letters,  papers,  journal,  and  chart  of  his  lather, 
I  Col.  ILxrvey ;  to  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  for  im- 
portant maps  and  documents,  and  to  Willard 
;  Stevens,  Esq.,  for  the  papers,  letters,  lists,  jour- 
^  nal,  and  charts  of  his  father,  Enos  Stevens,  Esq. 
i     Barnet,  March  4,  ISGl. 


years,  for  the  education  of  two  ot 
sons  for  the  sacred  ministrv'. 

Miss  Henderson  was  married  to  Mr.  Goo<l- ' 
Willie  July  7,  1790,  by  Rev.  William  Mar>hall,  j 
in  his  o^vTl  house  in  rhiladcl[)h!a,  l*a.,  and  he  i 
held  her  in  high  esteem  during  life  and  made 
"honorable  mention"  of  hor  ia  bis  lite  of  Mr.  ; 
Beveridge.  To  one  who  ha<l  always  liccn  accus-  ^ 
tomcd  to  a  city  life,  the  chaiiLic  to  live  in  a  coan-  i 
try  newly  settled  was  i:n  ar ;  but  she  >ubi!iiticd  • 
to  discomlbvts  cheenuuN  ,  ; li.u  hhe  might  l>cin-i 
strumental  for  the  spinrnal  iiirere^ts  of  those  i 
among  whom  she  caiao  to  <luv;i.  Kv.r  very;  Tliey  had  8  children,  four  sons  and  four 
much  concerned  ilut  ohe  lui-Ut  bo  helpful  to .  daughters ;  of  whom  one  daughter  and  thrco 
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»ons  are  now  livinj^.  One  of  the  sons  has  been 
Ion-;  and  intimafolv  connectcti  with  the  church 
and  town  of  Burnet. 

M.iiiY  GoODWiLLiE  was  bom  Oct.  2,  1792. 
She  was  dan<;crously  sick  when  her  brother  and 
sister  died,  and  Mr.  Bcveridi^'C  joined  in  pravcr 
with  the  eklers  that  she  inip:ht  bo  recovered. 
She  lived  to  become  the  wife  of  his  sncccss<jr  in 
his  conii^rcgation.  She  was  educated  at  the 
Caledonia  County  Academy,  and  married  bv 
her  father  Sept.  28,  1810,  to  Rev.  Alexander 
Bullions,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Associate  Congre- 
gation of  Cambridge.  Rev.  P.  Bullions,  I).  I)., 
in  the  life  of  her  eminent  and  excellent  husband, 
gays  "she  was  a  woman  of  uncommon  worth 
and  loveliness  ;  meek,  unassuming,  patient  under 
many  afflictions  ;  of  sincere,  unafi'octed  pictv, 
and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  the 
mother  of  6  children,  whom  slic  endeavored  to 
train  up  to  fear  and  serve  the  Lord,  commeniling 
them  with  much  and  fervent  prayer  to  llim  who 
gave  them.  She  died  in  the  full  assurance  of 
faith,  Jan.  4,  1830."  Her  eldest  daughter,  a 
superior  woman,  was  man-ied  to  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Pringle,  pastor  of  the  Associate  Con  negation  of 
Eyegate.  Her  eldest  son,  Rev.  David  G.  Bul- 
lions, graduated  at  Union  College,  X.  Y. ;  became 
a  minister  of  the  Associate  Church,  and  was 
settled  as  his  father's  assistant  and  successor. 
The  other  son  graduated  at  Union  College,  and 
became  a  celebrated  physician,  having  studied 
his  profession  in  Europe  and  America. 

Mildred  Goodwillie,  born  Ang.  1,  1798, 
was  educated  in  Caledonia  County  Academy, 
and  married  by  her  father,  July  11,  1S17,  to 
Rev.  John  Donaldson,  pastor  of  the  Associate 
Congregation  of  Florida,  N.  Y.,  but  aftenvards 
settled  in  Scroggsfield,  Ohio,  where  she  died  in 
183-,  greatly  lamented.  She  deserves  the  good 
character  given  to  Mrs.  Bullions,  whom  slio 
greatly  resembled.  She  had  7  children,  live  of 
whom  are  living. 

Thomas  Goodwillie,  bom  Sept,  27,  1800, 
and  David  Goodwillie,  bora  Aug.  28,  1S02. 
These  two  sons  in  1813  went  to  Cambridge, 
N.  Y.,  and  studied  under  Dr.  Buuions,  and 
attended  some  time  the  Cambridge  Academy, 
under  Dr.  Chassell,  Returning  hvvac  in  t!ie 
spring  of  1817,  they  attended  the  Caledonia 
County  Academy  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  where  they  gradu- 
ated August,  1820.  Having  become  mernl)ers 
of  the  Associate  Church  a  few  ye;u-s  Ijcfore, 
they  were  admitted  by  the  Associate  I'rcsbytcry 
of  Cambridge,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
theology  in  the  beginning  of  1821,  at  the 
Eastern  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Associate 
Church  in  Philadclpliia.  Dr.  Banks,  the  pro- 
fessor under  wliom  ibcy  studied,  was  oniiiiciit 
for  his  knowlcflLTC  of  theology  and  prolv^und 
acquaintance  with  the  Greek,  but  especially  the 
Hebrew  langua'jTc,  which  made  him  an  able 
critic  and  expositor  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 


Ho  represented  them  to  their  parents  as  "  bear- 
ing a  good  character,  and  making  excellent 
progress  ;  "  and  the  I'rcsbytcry  of  Cambridge, 
before  the  appointed  time  for  tlic  study  of 
tlieology  Iiail  elapsed,  recommended  them  to  the 
Synod  to  bo  licensed,  and  tlie  Synod  suspended 
tlie  rule,  and  orden;d  this  Prcsl)ytcry  to  take 
them  on  trials  for  this  end.  These  trials  having 
[)rovcd  satisfartory,  the  Associavc  Presbytery' 
of  Caml)ridge  licensed  tliem  at  Ryegate,  Sept. 
29,  1823.  Their  hoar}'-hea<led  father  was  tlie 
moderator  of  the  Presbytery  at  that  time,  and 
from  his  great  knowledge  and  experience,  wit!i 
tears  flowing  fast,  gave  them  suitable  and  sago 
council  with  respect  to  the  duties  and  dilHcultics 
of  the  "good  work"  in  which  they  were  cnLracring. 
Claiming  tiieir  right  which  was  accorded  to 
them  by  the  Synod,  they  returned  to  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  studied  another  term. 

Leaving  Philadelphia  early  in  the  spring  of 
1824,  in  fulfilling  the  Synod's  appointments  to 
preach,  they  went  to  South  Carolina,  then  into 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  and 
returned  to  Philadelphia  the  next  spring.  On 
their  way  South,  their  first  interview  with  their 
uncle,  who  had  so  long  and  liberally  supported 
them  in  prosecuting  their  studies,  was  very 
gratifying,  ami  he  was  highly  pleased  with  their 
company  and  conversation,  but  his  greatest 
pleasure  was  to  hear  his  nephews  preach  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  which  was  dear  to  his  ovm  soul. 

Dr,  Banks,  the  professor,  writes  to  their 
"  venerable  father,"  "  with  much  satisfaction," 
that  his  two  sons  were  "  excellent  young  men, 
j  who  gave  great  attention  to  their  studies,  in 
which  they  made  excellent  progress  ; "  that  they 
preached  several  times  in  Philadelphia,  and 
"  were  very  acceptable  to  the  people,  among 
whom  they  left  a  savory  remembrance  of  their 
character  and  abilities."  The  aged  and  vener- 
able Dr.  Anderson  writes  to  their  father,  "Peb., 
18,  1825  :  I  have  had  much  satisfaction  in 
being  visited  by  your  two  sons.  They  both 
preached  to  our  people  with  much  acceptance. 
I  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  them,  and  make 
them  a  blessing  to  Ms  people."  They  returned 
home  to  Baraet,  and  assisted  their  father  in 
July,  1825,  in  dispensing  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  So  well  pleased  and  profited 
were  the  people  of  their  father's  conga-gation 
•with  their  ministrations  tliat  they  imnu  thately 
applied  to  the  Presb^-tery  for  a  moderation  of 
a  call,  and  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1825, 
they  gave  Rev.  Thomas  GoodwiUie  a  unanimous 
call  to  be  assistant  pastor  and  successor  to  his 
father.  The  aged  pastor  still  being  able  to 
officiate,  and  preachers  being  few,  and  the 
vacant  congregations  many,  his  son  continued 
to  fulfil  tlic  :iTi;)oiatments  of  Synod,  Having 
passed  satisfactory  trials  for  ordination,  ho  was 
ordained  and  settled  as  pastor  of  the  A>sociate 
Conga>gation  of  Barnet  by  the  Associate  Pres- 
bytery of  Cambridge,  Sept,  27,  1826,  before  a 
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larjM  nudionco,  many  of  whom  camo  from  sur- 
roundiii;,'  towns.  Tlio  nirvd  father,  vrith  many 
tears,  ^avo  tho  pastoral  charje  to  his  son. 

Soon  after  his  settlcmont,  the  Le^^islatnrc 
elected  him  to  preach  before  the  (lovenior, 
Council,  and  General  As'^emhly,  at  the  openin<: 
of  the  Legislature  the  next  year.  Accordinulv, 
he  preached  at  Montpelier,  (  October  11,  1827,  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  and  a  va>t  audience  of  atten- 
tive listeners,  and  gave  appropriate  adila'sses  to 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  Gi^ncnil  AssemMv. 
The  Legislature  voted  him  thanks  for  the  "  elo- 
quent and  able  "  sermon,  and  requested  a  ropy 
for  publication,  and  elected  him  their  cha])l;iin 
for  the  session.  His  sermon  was  immcdiarclv 
published  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  i^ra- 
tuitonsly  distributed  to  all  its  towns.  licv. 
Ashbel  Green,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  editor  of 
**  The  Christian  Advocate,"  in  noticing  its  pub- 
lication, says : — 

"It  is  a  sensible  and  faithful  sermon,  on  a  toxt 
manifestly  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  —  Prov.  xiv. 
84:  'Righteousness  exaltftk  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  re- 
proach to  any  people.'  We  know  not  whether  it  be 
more  creditable  to  the  author  of  thii  discourse  tliat 
he  had  tlie  lidelitv  to  deliver  it.  or  to  the  L.-uasla- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Vermont  that  they  had  th.^ 
good  sense  and  piety  to  rcquLSt  its  publication.  We 
wish  that  such  a  sermon  were  addressed  to  cverv 
State  Legislature,  and  to  our  congress',  too,  at  the 
commencemeut  of  each  of  their  sessions." 

The  sermon  was  afterwards  reprinted.  By 
appointment  of  the  Presbytery  to  which  lie 
belonged,  he  went  on  a  mission  to  Uj>per  Can- 
ada in  1S27.  In  consequence  of  a  petition  from 
Lower  Canada,  he  went  and  preached  in  several 
towns  on  the  St.  Francis  River,  in  1S29.  "While 
he  was  officiating  as  chaplain  to  the  I.K*gislarurc, 
and  absent  on  these  missions,  his  lather  otii-  i 
ciated  in  the  congregation  in  Bamjt.  j 

A  few  weeks  after  his  father  died,  he  left  i 
.Bamet  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  for  a  year  j 
travelled  in  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  j 
In  1831  he  went  to  the  south  of  Prance,  and  i 
proceeded  to  Sicily,  and  went  as  far  as  Syracuse,  j 
From  thence  he  proceeded  to  Naples ;  visired  j 
Hcrculaneum  and  Pompeii ;  ascended  Mt.  Ve- 1 
suvius,  and  entered  the  crater  of  this  volcano  ; 
then  journeyed  to   Rome,  and  saw  the  vast 
remains  of  antiquity,  and  the  works  of  the  line 
arts.    By  Florence  aiid  Milan,  he  went  over  the 
Alps,  by  the  Mt.  Simplon  road,  to  Geneva,  when* 
he  saw  the  library  of  Calvin.    Thence  he  trav- 
elled to  the  north  of  Europe  ;  visited  Scotland, 
and  returned  in  1S3.3,  with  his  health  so  tar 
recovered  as  to  resume  his  laMrs  in  the  con- 
gregation of  Baniet,  where  he  has  continued  to 
lalx)r  to  the  present  time  ;  and  his  congre^'ation 
has  expressed  their  high  appreciation  of  his 
character  and  services,  and  their  symiiatliy  witii 
him  in  his  trials,  both  public  and  domestic. 

He  was  clerk  of  the  Associate  Smod  (of  the 
North)  frfnn  li^Al  to  1S54,  when  the  Synods 
united,  except  in  1852,  when  ho  was  chosen  mod- 


erator. After  pR'aching  at  the  oi)ening  of  ;he 
S\niod  the  next  year,  which  is  tbe  duty  of  <» 
moderator,  the  Synod,  without  precedeiit,  v^  tcj 
him  "  thanks  for  his  very  excellent  sermon." 
He  was  ag-ain  chosen  moderator  of  the  Ass<x-iate 
Synod  in  1 859.  He  has  long  been  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

In  1827,  when  his  father  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Caled<)nia  County 
Academy,  ho  was  immediately  chosen  a  tms- 
tee,  to  fill  his  place,  which  he  still  continues 
to  occupy,  and  has  been  one  of  the  examiner?, 
and,  most  of  the  time,  president  of  the  board- 
In  1827,  also,  when  his  father  declined  a  re-elec- 
tion as  town  clerk,  he  was  chosen  to  that  office, 
which  he  then  declined;  hut,  in  1S59,  wa3  re- 
elected to  the  office,  which  was  urged  upon  him, 
and  he  accepted,  and  has  been  since  annaally 
re-elected. 

He  was  married,  April  11,  1833,  and  has  foju 
children  living,  —  three  sons  and  a  daughter, — 
besides  a  daughter  who  died  in  1850,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  her  age,  remarkable  for  her  intel- 
ligence and  piety.  The  two  oldest  sove  have 
graduated  at  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Den- 
tal Surgery,  and  settled  in  their  profession  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  eldest  son  is  one  of  the 
faculty  of  that  college,  and  for  some  years  has 
given  great  satisfaction  in  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  has  also  become  a  gr->i 
writer  on  some  parts  of  his  profession.  The 
youngest  son  (who  bears  his  father's  name)  is  a 
student  in  Dartmouth  College,  preparing  for  the 
Christian  ministry. 

Rev.  David  Goodwillie,  Jr.,  received  a  call 
from  Xenia  and  Sugar  Creek,  O. ;  but  accepted 
one  from  the  nnitcd  congregations  of  Poland, 
Liberty,  and  Deer  Creek,  and  was  ordained  and 
settled  by  the  Associate  Presbvtcry  of  Ohio  at 
Deer  Creek,  La%vrence  Co.,  Pa.,  April  26,  1826, 
and  ever  since  has  been  a  laborious  minister,  and 
his  ministry  has  been  blessed  v,-ith  great  success. 
His  contrregations  increased  so  much  that  each 
one  desired  to  have  a  greater  share  of  his 
labors,  but  feared  the  loss  of  the  valued  labors 
of  their  highly-esteemed  pastor,  in  a  di%'i5ion  of 
his  pastoral  charge.  But  his  labors  still  in- 
creased to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  at  length 
constrained  to  ask  the  Presbytery  for  a  diWsioa, 
which  was  granted,  and  Deer  Creek  was  dis- 
joined in  the  boL'inning  of  18.33.  After  the 
union  of  the  Associate  and  Associate  Reformed 
churches,  he  was  disjoined  from  Poland  in 
April,  18.59,  that  it  miLrht  unite  ^virh  another 
concrregation  in  the  vicinity,  and  he  now  con- 
tinues his  ministrations  in  Liberty,  Trumbull 
Co.,  Pa.  The  number  of  church  members 
enrolled  tindci^his  pastoral  care  in  Deer  Creek, 
in  7  years,  was  1U4 ;  in  Poland,  in  33  years,  ciO."3, 
and  in  Liberty,  in  3.5  years,  extendintr  to  the  pres- 
ent time  (1801 )  2.')3,  making  a  total  of  660.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  president  of  the  Nxmi 
of  trustees  of  Westminstor  College,  Pa.  He  was 
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ni.vrricd  April  20,  lv^2G,  His  cliildron  wore  three 
sous  and  tliive  dau;xhtcrs,  of  whom  two  sons 
and  two  dau-hters  survive.  His  tirsthoni,  Rev. 
David  Henderson  Goodwillie,  jrnidiinted  jit  Jef- 
ferson College,  Pa.  ;  studied  tlieoIoLiy  in  the 
seniinapy  of  the  dissociate  Chnn-h,  and  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Associate  I'reshvtcrv' 
of  Shenango,  Sept.  2.  1Sj3,  and  about  the  same 
time  he  was  elected  by  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Westminster  CoIIe-e.  the  professor  of  natural 
philosophy  and  cliemistr}-,  and  continued  to  fill 
that  office  successfully,  till  ho  resiiruod,  in  De- 
cember, 1854.  He  was  ordained  and  settled  in 
the  Associate  conjrrciratiou  of  Stamford  in  Can- 
ada, four  miles  from  Xiagara  Tails,  Sept.  27, 
1855,  where  he  still  eontinnes. 
April  11,  1861.  A.  H. 


EEFORilED  PEESBYTERIAN  CHUIiCH. 

by' REV.  JOHN  BOLE,  OP  RTEOATE. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Con-n-egation,  of 
Bamet,  in  connection  with  the  General  Svnod 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Xonh 
America,  was  originally  a  branch  of  the  Rye- 
gate  congregation  of  the  same  denomination. 
The  congi-egation  was  organized  in  1S51,  under 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Robert  A.  Hill,  who 
demitted  his  charge  in  1S52.  And  in  1853,  the 
Rev.  John  Bole  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregations of  Ryegate  and  Barnet.  Li  little 
more  than  a  year  afcer  his  organization,  Mr. 
Bole  demitted  the  charge  of  the  Barnet  couore- 
gation.  Since  then,  this  congi-egation  lias  re- 
mained a  vacancy  under  the  care  of  the  North- 
em  Presbytery  of  the  Refoi-mcd  Prcsbvteriau 
Church  in  connection  with  the  General  Synod. 
The  congregation  numbers  about  20  members. 


THE  REFOEilED  PEESBYTEEIAX  COXGRE:- 
GATION  (OLD  SCUOOL)  OF  BAKNET. 

BY.  KEV.  JA3fZ3  BEATTIE. 

This  congregation  was  organized  in  1840,  the 
year  that  Rev.  James  !Milligan  was  di.7joined 
from  Ryegate.  It  then  consisted  of  about  ten 
members.  It  was  in  a  short  time  increased  by 
the  accession  of  members  of  the  Ryegate  congre- 
gation, who  resided  in  that  vicinity.  It  united 
with  Ryegate,  iu  1844,  in  giv  ing  Rev,  James 
M.  Bcatric  a  call,  when  there  were  25  members, 
in  regukr  standing.  Mr.  Beattie,  who  con- 
tinues to  be  their  pastor,  preaches  alternately  to 
the  two  congregations,  the  tvvo  meeting-houses 
being  five  miles  distant  from  each  other.  In  this 
congregation  there  is  a  tlourishing  Saltbath 
school.  The  people  contribute  lilx-rally  to  the 
different  schemes  of  the  ehun  h.  By  very  lil>eral 
exertions  they  have  rc'  cntly  n'i);!iri  d  the  nu  ct- 1 
ing-housc,  which  is  in  tlie  southwest  part  fjf  the  i 
town.  Since  the  settloinr'nt  of  the  jin-.-fnt  paster  i 
there  have  been  4.i  U'lditious.  ThetX)  are  at  pre 
fient  58  commuuicuut.s. 


CONCiKKGATIOXAL  CUUBCU. 

BY  REV.  M.  D.  BRADFORD. 

Nov.  21,  1816.  A  congregational  church  was 
organized  ]>y  Rev.  Samuel  Gtxldard,  then  of 
Concord,  Vt.,  composed  of  nioinln  rs  in  pan  of 
Barnet,  and  in  part  of  Lyman,  X.  TL.  I:  was 
called  the  "  Congregational  Chun  h  of  Bamet 
and  Lyman."  This  chunh  was  small,  but 
continued,  with  various  dejrrcos  of  projp^^riry, 
about  12  years.  It  appears  to  have  U-en  s-jtinJ 
in  the  faith,  and  to  have  cxcncil  a  <:ood  influence. 
It  was  organized  with  20  members,  and  dar- 
ing its  continuance,  received  into  its  f.l'owsLip 
about  100  persons.  It  never  had  a  settled  pa^ 
tor.  Most  of  its  members  have  fallen  aile^p. 
A  few  remain  to  the  present  time. 

In  October,  1829,  the  first  Congre2a:iotial 
Church  in  Barnet  was  formed.  It  con>i-:ei  of 
three  members,  viz  :  James  Gildchrist,  Willaxxi, 
and  J.  F.  Skinner.  After  the  church  was 
organized,  the  Rev.  A.  Govan  was  conitimied 
the  pastor. 

During  the  30  years  of  the  existence  of  this 
clmreh,  238  members  were  received  by  ler.er  and 
profession;  111  dismissed,  and  25  have  d:cd. 
The  large  number  of  dismissions  is  ovrii:^::  to 
the  fiict  that  on  Sept.  10,  1858,  forty-three  were 
dismissed  for  the  purpose  of  being  onranize'i 
into  a  church  at  Stevens  Village,  the  first  ..  Larch 
having  built  a  meeting-house,  and  esrallisbed 
its  centre  at  Mclndoes  Falls.  This  cl.urch 
lias  been  blessed  with  many  pastors,  but  cr.> 
two  of  them  have  been  settled.  Rev.  Mr.  G'  v^n 
continued  as  pastor  from  1829  to  Seprem' er, 
1832.  Rev.  Noah  Cressey  was  employed  a  r-irt 
of  the  time  until  1835,  when  Rev.  Joseph  B. 
TTliite  began  his  labors  with  this  church.  _V:":er 
him,  Rev.  E.  I.  Carpenter,  Rev.  T.  E.  Raur.-.r, 
and  Rev.  A.  0.  Hubbard  were  cmploye^i  suc  vi- 
sively.  Mr.  Hubbard  continued  his  cotmecd  ju 
with  the  church  some  six  years.  Alter  hLm, 
Rev.  E.  H.  Caswell  was  acting  pastor  abc-u: 
tlu-ee  years.  In  1854,  Rev.  E.  C'eavciaiii 
began  to  preach  to  tliis  churcli,  and  cc:::*::i:,-d 
two  years.  March  5,  1856,  Rev.  B.  F.  Ray  was 
ordained,  and  dismissed  Aug.  30,  185:*.  In 
December  following,  Rev.  M.  B.  Bradil.'ri,  liie 
present  pastor,  commenced  his  lai  *ors. 

This  church  is  now  situated  near  the  border 
of  the  to-wn,  and  is  made  uj)  in  part  by  mem- 
bers from  R^-egate,  Vt.,  and  fn^ni  }»[unroc  and 
Bath,  in  N.  H.,  who  find  it  convenient  to  anend 
worship  at  Mclndoes  Falls. 


BAITIST  cnUKCU. 

BY  REV.  A.  H.  HOUSE. 

Bamet,  oriirinally  settled  by  Scotch  Prcsbrte- 
rians,  had  no  other  rcli^iou.-,  c;  _Miii,iuitiua  for 
several  years.  Prior  to  1811,  tlierc  v.as  a  small 
Piaptist  Cluirch,  called  "  Ban;et  and  Rverate 
Clmreh  "  to  which  Elder  Bailey  —  still  rnnom- 
bered  with  Clmstiau  lovo  —  ministered  for  some 
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time.  (For  twenty-four  years  I >c fore  he  became 
Baptist,  he  had  boon  a  Coniii-CLcationulist ;  but, 
beliovinj;  it  hi.s  duty  to  l)C  Ijapii/orl  by  immer- 
sion, suhnvittod  to  the  rite,  and  united  witli  tlie 
Baptist  Churoh  at  Danville.)  He  woa  a  labo- 
rious minister,  and  often  blessed  with  revivals. 
The  time  of  his  death  I  do  not  know.  Nor  do  I 
deem  it  a  matter  of  importanoe.  lie  lived  a 
Christian,  —  best  record  that  can  be  made  of 
any  man,  —  and  died,  I  doubt  not,  in  the  faith. 
The  Baptist  Church  in  Passumpsic  Vilia.Lre, 
in  the  north  part  of  Barnet,  was  formed  in 
1811 ;  but  its  place  of  worship  has  always  been 
in  Bamet  Village,  and  its  moiu1)ors  have  be- 
longed to  different  towns,  principally  St.  Johns- 
bury,  "Watcrford,  Danville,  Ryegate,  and  Groton. 
At  cue  time  there  was  in  Groton  (luiic  a  branch 
of  the  Passumpsic  Church,  which  wa^  subse- 
quently organized  into  au  independent  church. 
The  records  of  the  church  at  Passumpsic  arc  in 
such  a  state  I  cannot  state  positively  the  numl)er 
of  members  when  organized.  As  near  as  I  can 
ascertain,  however,  there  were  some  ciglit  or  ten. 
The  whole  number  received  into  tlie  church  was 
508;  baptized,  333;  present  number  (Nov.  1, 
1861),  74.  This  clmrch  has  had  ten  pastors, 
viz  :  Silas  Davidson,  George  B.  Ide,  D.  D., 
now  of  Springfield,  3Iass.,  J.  ?.rcrriani.  B.  Bur- 
rows, Le\'i  Smith,  John  IJe,  N.  W.  Smith,  A. 
Boardman,  and  A.  H.  House.  T.he  average 
length  of  the  pastoral  relation,  nearly  5  years  ; 
the  first  pastor  19  years  and  3  months,  the 
last  pastor  now  in  liis  7th  year.  The  churoh 
has  licensed  and  ordained  six  ministers, 
some  of  whom  are  in  heaven,  and  some  oc- 
cupying important  places  in  the  clmnii  mili- 
tant. The  average  number  of  baptisms  per 
year,  during  the  histoiy  of  the  cliurch,  is  six 
and  a  fraction.  The  cluu-ch  lias  been  blessed 
with  a  number  of  precious  revivals.  In  181G, 
thirty-five  were  baptized;  in  ISl'.^^,  forty-eight ; 
in  1831,  fifty-eight;  in  1S33,  twenty;  and  in 
1839,  sixty-three.  While  some  of  these  have 
turned  backward,  many,  we  trust,  will  Ix?  saved 
in  the  day  of  Christ.  There  were  seiy  ral  years, 
in  which  every  year  more  or  less  were  ba[)- 
tized.  There  has  been,  however,  no  general 
revival  since  1839.  During  tlie  ministrations  of 
the  first  pastor,  dependence,  under  God,  was 
placed  on  the  ordinary  me:tus  of  !J:race,  and  God 
did  not  disappoint  tiie  expectations  of  his  peo- 
ple. But  since  his  day,  more  dejK'ndcnco  has 
been  placed  on  extraordinarv', — on  excitiii'j 
measures,  and  wo  have  been  shown,  what  the 
writer  has  always  believed,  that  such  a  course  is 
not  wise.  If  the  Lord  docs  not  rcuew  his  work, 
this  church,  wliich  has  done  so  much  for  tlie 
truth,  which  has  been  so  honorable  among  her 
sister  chuixlu-s,  which  tor  a  I'ln;,'  t'niic  was  a 
model  church  for  its  discipline  and  benevolence, 
which  has  always  been  1)N' ^m^I  with  good  men 
for  its  deacons,  for  whn>o  wi-lt'aro  the  (.'hirks, 
the  Woods,  tiio  Parks,  and  the  Browns  have 


toiled  so  much,  will  soon  become  extinct !  Elders 
Davidson,  Merriam,  Ide,  an<l  Green  have  gone 
home.  The  rest  of  the  ])astors  who  have  served 
this  church  are  still  in  the  field.  I  regret  I  am 
not  able  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  the  life  of 
Elder  iSferriam,  who  is  remembered  with  so 
mtieh  aflection  by  all  Avho  sat  under  his  minis- 
try while  pastor  of  the  church  in  this  place.  I 
would  also  speak  of  Elder  J.  Ide,  did  I  not  ex- 
pect a  sketch  of  his  honorable  and  useful  life 
would  bo  furnished  with  the  history  of  Coventry, 
where  he  labored  many  years,  and  wlierc  he  was 
ordained  to  the  work  of  tlie  ministiy.  I  will  close 
this  meagro  sketch  of  our  church  —  which  is 
j>erhaps  already  too  long — with  a  brief  notice 
of  its  first  pastor.  Elder  Silas  Davidson,  who 
was  bom  in  Pomfrct,  Ct.,  Novcribcr,  1766.  He 
came  to  Vermont  in  1779.  He  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Ilartland,  in  1795.  In  1798, 
he  moved  to  Waterford,  and  soon  began  minis- 
terial labors  there,  and  was  instrumental  in 
gathering  a  small  church  in  that  town,  wliich, 
after  a  few  years,  was  blended  with  the  church 
at  Passumpsic,  with  which  he  himself  united 
in  1811,  and  was  ordained  its  pastor,  July  1, 
1812,  and  for  19  years  and  3  months  after,  he 
honorably  sustained  that  relation ;  faithfully 
preaching  Christ  as  the  only  hope  of  the  guilty. 
Uc  dwelt  among  his  people,  and,  at  his  own 
request,  was  dismissed.  Eew  men  have  been 
more  useful.  He  was  a  Baptist  from  principle, 
—  somid  in  the  faith,  — unswerving  to  the  last ; 
but  a  lover  of  all  who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus. 
While  he  possessed  not  the  advantages  of  an 
early  education,  his  sermons  were  eminently 
acceptable  to  those  whose  minds  were'bctter  cul- 
tivated, for  he  studied  the  Boole,  quoted,  with 
great  accuracy,  the  Book,  and  the  Book  was  his 
<:iude  throuuli  life.  He  was,  moreover,  a  true 
friend  of  education ;  and  all  tlie  benevolent 
associations  of  the  day  had  his  prayers  and  sin- 
cere co-operation.  Indeed,  a  devout  man  and 
an  excellent  counsellor,  few  churches  have  been 
better  instructed  in  theu*  duty  than  this,  of  which 
he  was  so  long  pastor ;  and  no  man  did  more 
for  the  association  to  which  he  belonged,  for 
which  he  \vas  moderator  six  times,  clerk  twelve 
times,  and  preached  its  introductor}-  sermon  four 
times.  Three  of  his  sons  entered  the  ministry, 
though  but  one  lived  to  be  ordained,  and  these 
all  went  before  him  to  rest,  lie  died  in  clear 
hope  of  eternal  life,  at  liis  residence  in  Water- 
ford,  May  16,  1842,  aged  76.  His  memory  "  esto 
pcrpctua." 

EXTRACTS  FROM  AX  ADDRE'^S  BEFORE  THE 
CALEDUMA  (OUNIY  At.rJCULTURAL  SO- 
CIETY, AT  THE  A.NXUAL  FAIR  HELD  AT 
ST.  JUI1N^5IU;RY  i'LAIX,  ULT.  J,  KSiu. 

BY  HKNliY  STEVENS,  ESQ. 

By  turning  to  the  census  of  this  State,  A.D. 
17'J0,  \  bOO,  ISIO,  it  will  bo  found  that  at  each 
census  which  was  taken  at  those  periods,  the 
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people  of  Vermont  possessed  more  sheep  accord- 
itii;  to  their  popiilaiiou  than  any  other  State. 
Our  household  nianut'aetures  amounted  to  mueh 
more,  aceordinu;  to  our  popuhxtion,  than  any 
other  State.  The  census  shows  tliat  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Danville  mauufactuird 
26,907  jrards  of  linen  cloth,  1,214  yards  of 
cotton,  and  1G,12S  yards  of  woollen  cloth  ; 
Peacham,  13, COS  yards  of  linen,  2,119  of  cotton, 
and  9,824  yards  of  woollen  cloth  ;  St.  Johns- 
bury,  16,505  of  linen,  1,179  cotton,  9,431  wool- 
len ;  Barnct,  5,535  yards  linen,  319  cotton, 
J 0,830  of  woollen  cioth.  Caledonia  County,  at 
that  period,  contained  23  towns,  population 
18,740  ;  number  of  sheep,  34,537  ;  v/oollen  cloth 
manufactured,  more  than  7  yard^  to  each  person. 
All  kinds  of  cloth  of  household  mauutVu  ture 
averaged  more  than  19  yards  to  each  inhabitant. 
The  whole  quantity  manufactured  in  this  county, 
in  ISIO,  was  360,516  yards.  The  number  of 
females  over  15  years  of  age  was  4,485  ;  there- 
fore, they  manufactured  more  than  80  yards  of 
cloth  each.  There  were  1,419  looms.  The  aver- 
age quantity  of  cloth  wove  in  each  was  more  than 
254  yards.  The  estimated  value  of  household 
manufactures  for  each  female  over  15  years  of 
age,  in  1810,  was  more  than  S40. 

Again,  since  Vermont  wa3  admitted  into  the 
Federal  Union,  her  delegates  in  Congress  have 
been  the  fast  and  firm  friends  in  favor  of  encour- 
aging industry,  and  promoting  donic^tic  manu- 
factxires.  As  a  people,  we  have,  from  the  time 
our  fathers  declared  the  Xew  Hampsiiire  Grants 
a  free  and  independent  State,  15th  January,  A.D. 
1777,  pursued  this  policy.  It  was  tlie  pursuing 
of  tliis  policy  that  enabled  our  fathers  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  Eevolutionary  "War,  to  redeem 
the  then  paper  issues  at  par,  and  the  only  State 
that  ever  did  redeem  their  paper  issues  were  at  a 
discount  of  S40  for  one.  Not  a  single  bill  of 
purchase  of  woollen  blankets  or  woollen  gar- 
ments, out  of  the  State,  for  our  brave  soldiers 
during  the  Eevolutionary  War,  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered. 

Our  mothers  manufactured  cloth  for  gnrmcnts, 
and  blankets  for  their  husbands  and  soas,  when 
at  home,  or  in  the  field  of  action.  Our  mothers 
would  say  to  their  husbands  and  sons,  on  their 
leaving  for  the  army,  "  My  dear,  if  anything 
should  happen  tliat  you  do  not  rctuni,  you  will 
direct  that  ray  blanket  be  sent  back." 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Kevo'.utionary  War, 
our  country  was  flooded  with  goods  «^f  the  man- 
ufacture of  foreign  countries,  Avhieh  soon  drained 
the  country  of  most  of  the  solid  coin.  I'aper 
currency,  State  and  govenuncut  securities  be- 
came nearly  wonhless.  Tender  laws  and  ap- 
praisement laws  became  the  order  ot"  the  day 
tlirougliout  the  Union.  Thi^  (icneral  A<-^einb!y  <;f 
this  State,  as  early  as  ITv^'i.  !>as<eii  a  law,  say- 
ing that  for  the  caeouraL't  lUt'iit  of  duiiu'>iic  laan- 
nfaetuics,  the  owiirr  v)f  bln-c])  .shouM  be  (iiviit<'il 
o:i  liis  liot  two  shillings  for  every  pound  of 


wool  shorn,  and  one  shilling  for  every  yard  of 
linen  or  tow  cloth  manufactured.  This  policy 
soon  caused  the  balance  of  trade  to  become  in 
favor  of  the  State,  — pa]>er  issues  redeemed,  pri- 
vate debts  paid,  and  the  Sbite  Treasurer  soon 
reported  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  §14,000  in 
silver  and  gold  

Wo  may  with  propriety  speak  of  the  patriot- 
ism and  heroic  acts  of  Chittenden,  Allen,  and 
Warner,  and  others  of  our  citizens,  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  in  the  field  of  action.  We  also  must 
remember  tliat  at  that  period  our  mothers  and 
sisters  were  cultivating  the  fields,  han'csting  the 
crops,  and,  by  hand,  manufacturing  for  their 
household.  That  spirit  of  cnteqjrise  and  perse- 
verance on  the  part  of  our  mothers  yet  runs  in 
the  veins  of  many  of  those  who  are  termed  the 
better  half.  Their  workmanship,  exhibited  to 
us  this  il;iy,  is  sulficient  to  satisfy  us  that  they 
are  yet  willing  to  contribute  their  proportion  in 
rendering  old  Caledonia  independent  of  our 
sister  States,  or  foreign  Countries  

Vermont  can  raise  as  fine  wool  as  any  section 
of  the  world.  Our  mountains  furnish  pasturaire 
of  the  best  kind,  and  roll  down  their  thousand 
streams  to  aid  us  in  its  manufacture.  Our  State 
abounds  with  ores,  and  with  forests  for  the 
miners  and  colliers,  ample  for  the  manufacture  of 
iron  in  all  its  varieties,  and  equal  to  the  calls  of 
the  State  consumption,  and  ultimately,  for  export. 
Our  Country  and  our  State  should  follow  up  the 
mode  of  policy  Avhich  is  pursued  by  the  greatest 
manufacturing  interest  in  the  world.  We  should 
sit  on  our  wool-sacks,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
wool-grower.  We  shoidd  give  bounties,  and 
grant  prohibitions  until  the  branches  of  our 
manufacturing  rise  to  an  equal  level  with  other 
ordei-s  graduated  to  the  wants  they  supply. 

Xo  governor  of  this  State  has  at  any  time,  in 
his  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  put  forth 
any  sentiments  other  than  in  favor  of  industry, 
economy,  and  the  protection  of  the  agricultural, 
mechanical,  and  manufacturing  interest.  You 
may  take  a  candle,  and  search  the  archives  of 
every  State  in  this  Union,  and  you  will  find  no 
better  lessons  of  wisdom  in  favor  of  the  great  and 
leading  intererest  of  the  State  and  of  this  Uniou, 
than  are  recorded  in  the  archives  of  the  Green 
^Mountain  State.  I  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  ever}'  freeman  will  be  furnished  with  the 
annual  messages  of  our  past  governors,  the  an- 
swers on  the  part  of  the  Assembly,  and  reports  of 
committees  relating  to  the  auricultural,  mechani- 
cal, manufacturing,  and  oihei-  leading  interests  of 
our  State  and  Country. 

Shall  we  who  love  to  laud  the  deeds  of  our 
ancestors,  and  who  live  by  the  result  of  their 
toil,  be  content  ^vith  less  intelligence,  or  less  pat- 
riori-^m  ?  A  Stati:  kmsts  iv  its  iiistohy. 
Take  away  the  memory  of  the  pa.'^t,  and  what 
remains  ?  A  name,  and  only  a  nan\e.  Take 
awav  the  example  and -the  recorded  wisdtnn 
of  the  past,  and  what  ray  of  light  would  bo 
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left  for  our  fruiaunoo  ?  What  could  wo  do  but 
grope  in  darki^css  and  inexiR'rientv,  an<l  wandor 
in  tho  miuo  of  jK'rporual  cliildhood  »  If  wo  ar« 
bound  to  respect  the  claims  of  posterity,  we  likc- 
wi!»  owe  a  debt  to  our  ancestors  


BURKE. 

A.  BUErNOTO^, 


ESQ. 


While  adverse  winds  and  tempests  lower, 
And  fortune's  frowns  like  raouutaiLS  tower, 
Tiiej  boldly  brave  ttcru  winter  s  power. 


mit.  The  snmmit  of  thid  mountain  towers  nearly 
:M)00  feet  alxjvo  the  l>ed  of  rassumpsic  River.  It 
is  mostly  covered  with  a  bniall  prowtli  of  ever- 
{rreen.  Alonj^  tho  western  base  are  many  •^o.A 
farms.  A  small  house  has  lately  been  buik  on 
tho  summit,  for  tho  accommodation  of  -visitor*, 
by  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Hall,  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
this  place,  from  which  a  picturesque  and  delight- 
ful view  of  the  Burrounding  country  can  he 
tiiken. 

The  ori^nal  grantees  of  this  town  were  a  com- 
pany of  65,  mostly,  if  not  all,  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Litchticld,  Conn.,  among  whom  were  a 


One  individual  alone  remains  of  tho  veteran  number  of  females.  A  grant  or  charter  was  dated 
band  of  hardy  pioneers  who  inhabited  tho  town  |  February  6,  1782,  and  signed  by  Thomas  Chii- 
of  Burko  the  ei-ht  years  succeeding  tho  ^ir^t  set-  \  tenden,  Governor,  and  Joseph  Fay,  Secreuiry.  m 
tlement  and  tin's  indi%idual  is  a  female,  worn  and  i  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  \  ermont, 
broken  by  a  life  of  toil.  \  t'rantmg  to  said  company  the  exclusive  n_'iii  to 

Yet,  with  the  records  and  papers  in  tho  ar-  form  and  incorporate  the  same  mto  a  town.uip.  on 
chives' of  the  to^yn,  and  what  stiil  lives  in  story,  I  certain  specitied  con<litions.  In  tho  year  1757, 
we  hope  to  collate  and  embody  as  many  local  !  Seth  Spencer  and  Uriah  Seymour,  the  latter  fce- 
facts  and  incidents  as  time  and  circurastaucos  will  j  ing  one  of  tho  original  proprietors,  proceeded  in 
permit  Burke,  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  Caledonia  j  the  aUotmcnt  of  said  township,  and  snrveyed  the 
County,  is  bounded  N.  bv  Newark  and  E.  Haven  i  same  into  shares  or  Rights  as  they  were  call-id.  ea  :h 
(in  EsL^x  Co.),E.  by  Victory  (inEssex  Co.)  and  j  share  or  right  containing  300  acre 
Kirby,  S.  by  Lyndon,  and  W.^by  Sutton. 


The  j 

town  ongmally  contained  a  little  over  6  miles 
square,  including  a  gore  of  about  3,400  acres, 
lying  eastcriy  of  Lyndon,  and  formerly  called 
Bm-kc  Tongue.  In  1  so7,  the  Lo-islaturc  annexed 
this  gore  to  the  township  of  Kirby,  leaving  the 
present  area  of  Burke  about  20,320  acres,  in  the 
form  of  an  irrc-ular  octagon,  tho  surface  some- 
what uneven,  rising  between  the  rivers  into  high 
ridges,  three  in  numlxr,  ninning  in  a  northerly 
and  southerly  direction  through  the  town,  and 
mostly  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  hard  wood, 
among  which  a  large  proportion  of  su^rar  maple 
abounds.  In  the  valleys  borderingon  the  strcunis 
the  timber  is  mostly  evergreen,  among  which  is 
some  cedar  and  a  small  quantity  of  i>ine.  Tho 
Boil  is  various  ;  the  rid-^^s  or  hills  mostly  contain 
a  deep  rich  loam,  and  are  well  ada})tcd  to  agricul- 
vaileys,  in  some  localltie" 


the  tovrn  cue- 
ing first  divided  into  two  divisions,  and  a  lot  in 
each  division  of  160  acres  was  assigned  to  each 
proprietor,  reserving  five  rights,  or  one  lot  in  each 
division,  for  public  uses,  viz  :  one  right  for  the  lirsi 
settled  minister,  one  for  the  minister's  support, 
one  for  common  English  schools,  one  for  an 
academy  in  the  county,  and  one  for  a  seminary 
or  college  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

The  tirst  settlement  of  the  tov,-n  commenced  in 
1794,  by  Lemuel  Walter,  from  Litchfield  Conner, 
Conn.  Tho  year  following,  several  families, 
mostly  from  Connecticut,  settled.  O-ning  to  the 
inconvenieirces  ever  attendant  upon  a  scrJeri^-nfe 
of  a  new  country,  these  worthy  pioneers  had  to 
endure  many  hardships,  suiiorings,  and  priva- 
tions. Tho  badness  of  the  roads,  the  lack  uf 
privileges  of  almost  every  description,  rendered 
it  very  difhcuU,  many  times,  to  obtain  necessiry 
supplies  for  themselves  and  families,  St.Joims- 


tural pursuits.    In  th^   ^  .  ,         i  r. 

the  soil  is  composed  of  a  mixture  of  sand  and  j  bury  then  being  the  nearest  place  where  the. 

ould  bo  accommodated,  a  distance  oi  lb  or 
miles.    Almost  the  whole  of  the  first  inhab- 
Generally,  the  soif  is  well  ad:q.ted  to  grazing,  and  }  itants  of  the  town  foUowed  the  pursuit  of  a.-ri- 


gravel,  but  bordering  on  the  streams  arc  some  j  coi 
meadows  of  a  deep  alluvial  soil,  and  ver>-  fertile,  j  17 


some  of  the  finest  and  best  cattle  and  fhcop  found 
in  market  are  raised  in  this  town. 

ThePassumpsic  lUver,  a  bran«  ii  of  Connecticut 
Kiver,  runs  through  this  town,  and  \<d[\  t' 
two  branches,  called  the  Ea<i  and  \\\>t  bninehcs 


.  ulture,  and  for  the  period  of  five  or  six  years 
little  other  business  was  done  in  the  immcdi-ue 
\ichiity.  During  many  years,  tho  inhabiiants 
led  into  :  lived  in  cabins  built  of  logs,  and  coverc-d  with 
bark  peeled  from  spruce  trees,  and  were  often 


one  passing  near  the  eastern,  and  tho  .ti.  r  n.ar  :  doomed,  especially  m  the  wmter  seasons  to  en- 
tho  western  part  of  the  town.  Into  these  branches,  i  .lure  cold  and  hunger ;  tor,  bcmg  poor,  they  had 
wliich  unite  their  waters  in  the  tuwn  of  Lvndon.inot  the  requisite  means  to  proeuro  comtc.at.e 


.'S  (  ■* 

At  tho  eastern  t 
mountnin  be.uiu'j-  ^ 
lying  parti v  in  i)u!  1- 
lino  bctw 


•uins,  un 
'!<-<_'es  a 
■  art 


which  are 


clothing  to  screen  themselves  and  families  prop- 
dai.icd  to  tlie  1  erly  from  the  ri.-^-ors  of  a  northern  climate.  Chii- 
'  Iren  would  freciu-ntlv  be  s-cti  in  winter  <:..y3 


flow  several  tributary  -tn 
many  excellent  water  pn^i 

various  purposes  barcf^^oted  in  tho  snow,  and  otherwiie 


uu>of  liurke  Mountain,,  but  p.^.rly  elad.  sleeping  on  >traw  bods  orthe 
a  p.irtlv  in  Vietorv;  (i'.e   >kins  of  aniiuais,  at  night,  in  the  uplXT  lot:  ol 
their  bark-covei-ed  cabins,  who^e  roofs,  by  the  in- 


n  the  towns  crossing  near  ilio  .>uni- 
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fliieiu'C  of  the  sun's  mys,  wouM  but  poorly 
sliiild  them  from  the  ruin  and  sn»)w,  or  the  Mu.-ts 
of  a  wintry  storm.  Sonutinjes  those  cal»ind 
would  have  no  chimney  save  a  t\-\v  lioards  fas- 
tened together  in  a  conical  form  tlirou-h  w  hieh 
to  convey  the  smoke.  Sometimes  they  would 
have  backs,  as  they  were  called,  built  apiini>t  the 


logs  at  one  end  of  their  dwelliiu 


but 


considerable  distance.  At  that  time,  most  of 
the  inhabitants  owned  but  one  cow,  and  for 
many  years  the  only  pasture  which  they  liad  for 
their  cattle  consisted  of  the  forest,  and  not  un- 
frc(j[uently  they  would  ramble  to  a  considerablo 
distance,  in  which  case  the  only  guide  the  owner 
had  in  seeking  them  was  the  sound  of  the  bell, 


niy  j  fastened  with  a  leather  8trap  to  the  neck  of  a  fit- 


were  destitute  of  this  appendage,  and  had  n(;th 
ing  for  a  substitute  but  logs  of  wood,  which 
when  burnt  away  were  replaced  by  others.  Ut- 
tentimes  these  wooden  chimneys  would  take  tire  ; 
but,  to  use  the  common  adage, Xeces>ity  is  the 
mother  of  invention."  Most  families  had  an 
instrument  familiarly  called  a  " squlrt-fjun,"  of  a 
large  size,  through  which  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  water  could  be  emitted  to  any  part  of 

their  dwellings.    This  was  the  only  eiijfne  made  |  part'to  funiish  the  inhabitants  with 


use  of  in  those  days  for  extinguishing  tire  in 
their  dwellings,  and  reminds  the  writer  of  an 
atiecdote  which  he  heard  related  many  years  ago. 
At  a  certain  time,  Lemuel  Walter,  the  lirst  in- 
habitant of  the  town,  was  sitting  at  his  table  in 
his  log  cabin,  with  a  wooden  chimney,  at  noon- 
day, taking  his  frugal  meal,  when  a  stranger  on 
horseback  rode  up  to  his  door,  and  with  an  ear- 
nest voice  enquired,  "  Sir,  do  you  know  that 
your  house  is  on  tire  1 "  Ah,  said  the  owner, 
well,  no  matter,  I  will  see  to  it  as  soon  as  I  have 
finished  my  dinner.  "But,"  said  the  stranger, 
"yotir  house  will  all  be  in  flames  before  that 
time."  Be  not  alarmed,  sir,  said  Walter,  I  am 
nsed  to  fire  and  have  no  fears.    Thank  you,  sir, 


for  your  trouble. 

there  and  let  your  house  bum  down  over  your 
head,"  rejoined  the  stranger,  "it  is  no  business 
of  mine,"  and  rode  off,  and  loft  the  owner  to 


vonto  cow.  I  have  heard  of  several  instances  in 
this  town,  in  the  early  stages  of  its  settlement, 
of  inhabitants  being  beset  l)y  bears  in  their  ram- 
bles in  searcli  of  their  cattle.  Wolves,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, were  not  as  plenty  here  as  in  many  other 
places,  still  their  tiocks  of  sheep,  though  small, 
were  sometimes  annoyed  by  them.  Yet  wild 
animals,  in  another  sense,  were  of  benefit,  espe- 
cially bears,  as  their  flesh,  many  times,  served  in 

meat,  wliich 

from  domestic  animals  was  very  scarce,  and 
their  skins  were  used  for  moccasins  and  various 
other  i)urpos<.-s.  Sometimes  they  were  hunted 
in  the  woods,  and  sometimes  they  were  caught 
in  traps  when  visiting  corn-fields,  or  by  guns  set 
incorn-tields,or  by  watching  or  lying  in  wait  for 
them ;  various  ways  and  means  being  resorted  to, 
to  entrap  and  destroy  them.  Jloose  and  deer  hunt- 
ing was  also  resorted  to,  to  supply  the  deficit  of 
meat.  The  country  north  of  this  town  for  many 
miles,  at  that  time,  was  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
where  moose  and  dijcr  were  found  in  great  num- 
bers. It  is  tho  luitnre  of  these  animals,  in  the 
winter  season,  to  herd  together  in  considerable 
numbers,  e.>tH.-cially  when  the  snow  is  very  deep, 


If  you  are  disposed  to  stay  |  which  circumvtcmce  greatly  facilitated  the  mea 

j  of  taking  them.  The  most  hardy  of  the  vet- 
j  eran  settlers  would  resort  thither  on  snow-shoes 
I  as  soon  as  a  sutiicient  depth  of  snow  had  fiiUen, 


take  care  of  his  own  house.    Whereupon,  Wal- !  and  surprise  and  slay  them,  and  after  dress 


ter  deliberately  took  his  squirt-gun  and  soon  ex- 
tinguished the  fire. 

Perhaps  many  circumstances  and  events  m'vj:ht 
be  here  related  touching  the  character  and  con- 
dition of  the  flrst  settlers  of  the  town  which 


them  select  the  best  [.art  of  the  flesh  for  food, 
and  carry  it  on  their  backs  a  distance  of  7  or  8 
miles,  through  the  wilderness,  to  their  homes. 
Xot  unfrequeutly  a  man  wouirl  carry  a  burden 
of  100  llis.    But  they  soon  grew  wise  bv  expe- 


might  serve  to  interest  the  reader ;  but  lest  the  i  rience,  and  furnished  themselves  with  a  kind  of 


writer  should  extend  this  part  of  the  history  be- 
yond its  proper  limits,  it  will  not  be  prudent, 


hand  s!td  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  tho 
timber  of  which  was  made  very  light,  and  tho 


perhaps,  to  dwell  much  longer  on  this  descrip-j  runners,  being  5  or  G  inches  in  width,  prevented 
tion  ;  yet  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  relate  some  of  j  their  sinking  in  the  snow  to  a  very  great  depth, 
the  trials  and  perplexities  our  venerable  fathers  1  On  these  a  man  would  draw  more  than  donblo 
had  to  encounter,  and  the  labor  and  toil  which  I  the  quantity  that  lie  could  carry  on  his  hack, 
they  experienced  in  subduing  the  fi.re>ts,  and  |  and  the  hil)or  was  not  so  hard.  These  kinds  of 
braving  the  dangers  and  vii  i^situdes  to  which  j  sleds  are  used  by  many  at  the  present  time  in 
their  condition  exposed  them. 

Besides  the  labor  and  privations  witli  which 
they  then  had  to  strng'Je,  the  country  at  that  j  main  in  tho  wwds,  sli't-piiii:  by  ni-^ht  on  hem- 
time  was  considerably  infested  with  wolves,  pan- 1  lock  boughs  for  beds,  and  in  camps,  as  they  were 


this  vicinity,  and  still  retain  the  name  of  ;«oo.se- 
sfi'ds.    For  weeks,  many  times,  thev  would  re- 


thers  and  bears 
dangerous  many 


wtiich  rendered  it 
times  to  venture  a 


-oin.'what  j  called,  made  of  j'olcs  aihl  covered  with  bouirhs, 
'j^rvdt  (lis- 1  and  subsisting  on  the  Ib-sh  of  wild  animals,  and 


tancc  from  home  wirli.Mir  brinj:  pn-p.-rly  armed  pcrha{)s  a  little  bread  carri^'d  from  home.  Theso 
and  equi{)ped  to  nuct  a  ileadly  foe  in  the  charac-i  camps  were  warmed  by  a  lire  made  in  front  of 
tcr  of  some  f'rocions  mid  Ininury  wilj  beast. ;  them,  one  side  .'f  wliidi  was  left  open  for  that 
Still  they  were  often  mi'! the  neces~ify  of  jour- 1  pitrpose.  The  skins  of  tlnse  aniniids.  ;.t'>er  be- 
neying  into  the  wilderness,  and  sometimes  to  a  i  ing  partially  timned  by  a  process  of  their  own 
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inventing?,  were  miu  h  used  for  l)cds,  bcini?  spread 
upon  the  jrround  or  floor  of  tlicir  cabins.  Wliolo 
families  of  childrcu  would  slerp  upon  tlicni  be- 
fore the  warm  tire,  with  as  much  sccmintr  com- 


ORGANIZATION  OF  BURKE. 
Joseph  Lord,  of  St.  Jolmsbury,  a  Justice  of 
the  Teace  for  the  County  of  Oran^-c,  on  a[)plica- 
tion  of  a  number  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  Burke, 


posure  as  though  they  were  reposing  on  a  bed  of  ^^^^  notitication,  warning  the  inhabitant?  of 
down.  said  town  to  meet  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Lem- 

Varioas  other  means  were  reported  to  at  that  Walter,  in  Burke,  on  the  5th  day  of  Dccem- 
timc  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies  fur  the  sus- 1  j^j^.j.^  ^-gg^  f^^j.  purpose  of  organizing  said 
tenanco  of  their  families.  One  of  these  eon- j  ^^^^.^^  ^j^^}  pi^.^,^;^^,  ^j^e  officers  thereof  as  required 
Bistcd  in  making  salts  from  the  ashes  of  wood.  1 j^^^  meeting,  Lemuel  Walter  was 

The  new  lands  that  were  first  cleared  were  cov-  j  elVcted  Moderator  and  Towm  Clerk  unanimously; 
ered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  hard  w(X)d,  and  j  j^.^rnabas  Thurlx>r,  Godfrey  Jones,  and  Lemuel 
when  clearing  their  lauds  of  this  timbor  the  \  Walter,  Selectmen,  and  L-a  Walter  Constable, 
ashes  made  from  the  wood  were  collected  and  03,1  jj^y  of  March,  following,  a  meeting 

put  into  leaches,  generally  made  of  holloAV  logs,  ^^..^  ,|.^|^  warned  and  holden  for  the  election  of 
cut  from  the  trunks  of  hollow  trees,  and  after  ^^^^^^  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  other  busi- 
being  thoroughly  leached,  the  lye  was  boiled  in  j  ^^^..^  appertaining  to  said  town.  Lemuel  Walter 
small  kettles,  generally  holding  no  more  than  1'2  |  ^^.^^  re-elected  Town  Clerk  ;  Barnabas  Thurber, 
or  14  gallons,  to  a  consistence  called  sa-i(<t  of  hje.  \  Colfix,  and  Godfrey  Jones,  Selectmen  ; 

These  were  generally  transponed  to  St.  Johns-  j  j^..^  w.nlter.  Constable ;  and  Barnabas  Thurber, 
bury,  and  sold  from  $3  to  S4  per  100  lbs.  ;  the  |  Survevor  of  Highways.  Thenceforward,  to  the 
avails  of  which  were  applied  in  purchasing  the  \  pj-c^ent  time,  meetings  have  been  held  annually, 
Becessary  articles  for  family  consumption.  These  i  -^^  ^j^^  month  of  :?,Iarch,  for  the  election  of  town 
salts,  after  being  sold,  were  manufactured  into  I  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  the  business  of 
pot  or  pearlash,  and  transported  to  Boston,  or  |  ^j^,,  ^^^j^^  ^  freemen's  meeting  w-as  warned  and 
some  other  market.   :\Iost  of  the  men  who  were  |  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  1801, 

not  engaged  in  hunting  found  employment  in  j  f^^j.  ^^^^  purpose  of  giving  their  votes  for  State 


this  business  during  a  large  portion  of  tlie  win 
tcr  season.  The  business  of  makinir  these  salts 
was  continued  for  several  years  after  the  town 
was  considerably  settled,  wlien  a  dillerent  dispo- 
sition was  made  in  this  branch  of  business. 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Dan.  White,  who  emi- 
grated from  Ton-inford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Ct.,  in 
or  about  ISOO,  purchased  a  small  fiirm,  on  which 


officers;  and  in  December,  1802,  a  freemen's 
meeting  was  holden  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
a  Representative  to  Congress.  At  a  freemen's 
meeting  in  Sept.  1805,  Thomas  Bartlett  ^^as 
elected  the  first  Representative  for  General  As- 
sembiv  of  Vermont,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  the  two  succeeding  years. 

In  the  year  1801,  the  first  schoolhouse  was 


he  labored  for  several  years,  then  purchased  a  \  ^>j.ccted  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  an- 
few  goods  and  o}>cued  a  small  store  in  a  room  |  ^wcred  the  double  purpose  of  a  school  and  town 
in  his  dwelling-house,  built  a  email  potash,  and  |  house.  Thomas  Bartlett  taught  the  first  school 
exchanged  his  merchandise  for  i.dies  and  other  I     the  winter  of  1802.    Schools  Avcre  taught  in 


produce.  These  ashes  were  manufactured  into 
potash  and  transported  to  Ponlanil.  Me.,  with  a 
two-horse  waggon  throusrh  the  Notch  of  tiie  Wliite 
Mountains  in  New  Hamp-hire,  and  exchanged 
for  such  articles  of  merchandise  as  the  people 
most  needed.  At  that  time,  the  roarl  to  Port- 
land was  extremely  bad,  especially  thn)ngh  the 
Notch  of  the  mountains,  and  twelve  to  fifteen 
hundred  was  considered  to  be  a  full  load  for  a 
span  of  horses.  In  a  few  years,  however,  (the 
writer  thinks  about  1805),  White  sold  his  inter- 
est in  the  Potash  to  Chandler,  Bi-elow  &  Co., 


this  house  for  8  years,  and  the  scholars  came 
from  nearly  all  parts  of  the  town,  some  of  them 
a  distance  of  3  miles.  In  1803,  the  town  was 
divided  into  7  school  districts,  but  no  schools 
vrere  established,  or  schoolhouses  erected  in  any 
other  part  of  the  town,  till  the  year  1800;  in 
that  year  another  house  was  built,  and  schools 
taught  therein.  Other  districts  soon  followed 
the  example,  and  schools  were  discontinued  at 
the  old  house  ;  still  it  was  occupied  for  a  town 
house  till  1825.  There  are  now  11  school  dis- 
tricts, all  of   which    have  schoolhouses,  and 


of  Putney,  who  built  a  small  store,  and  brf>ught  j  schools  arc  taught  from  4  to  9  months  each  year, 
their  merchandise  from  Bo'^ton,  and  manufac-  i  Select  schools,  for  improvement  in  the  higher 
tured  their  ashes  into  pearla-h,  and  considerably  ;  bniTirhes  of  learning,  are  generally  taught  3 
enlarged  the  manufacturing  of  t!\at  article  of  i  months  in  a  year  in  some  of  these  districts, 
commerce.  Eor  many  succeeding  years  this  ar- 
ticle was  manufa»  tun'd  on  a  more  enlarged  scale 
by  successive  men  liants,  and  i>ven  until  the  titii- 
ber  was  so  much  u  ed  up  tliat  it  could  not  lon- 
ger l»c  spared  for  that  purjM^<;e.  At  the  present 
time,  the  bu-incss  i-;  .ilmo-t  wholly  discontinued 
in  this  section  of  v  i  iiiary. 


Roman  Fyler,  an  enterprising  citizen  of  the 
town  of  Wiiu^hester,  Litchfield  Co.,  Ct.,  emigrat- 
ed to  this  town  in  1800,  and  conimenced  the  build- 
ing of  a  saw  aiid  grist  mill  on  a  small  stream  of 
water  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  the 
viliacce  of  Btu-ke  Hollow  \<  now  Im-ated,  whiv-h 
gave  a  new  imi)etus  to  alluirs.  Jiut  the  new  tuw- 


BURKE. 


305 


mill  h;iil  but  ju'^t  rommoncod  ninninL:  when  it 
took  tire  Jitid  was  laid  in  nsiies.  This  unfortu- 
nate ciifutnsfjuico  was  severely  lelt  by  the  inhab- 
itants generally,  but  the  uutirinj;  enterprise  and 
perseverance  of  the  OAsner,  in  spite  of  many 
obstaclos,  soon  found  means  to  repair  tlie  injury. 
In  IS02,  anothcT  saw-mill  was  erected  atul  put 
in  operation,  which  served  to  supply  the  inhab- 
itants with  lumber  for  several  years.  After  this 
gaw-mill  had  been  in  operation  several  years,  it 
was  torn  down,  and  anotlier  bnilt  in  the  same 


(For  a  des-  ription  of  Burke  Ea.st  Village,  see 
Rev.  R.  God.iin-'s  article.) 

Burke  West  Villa;^'0  is  Rituatc^l  near  the  west- 
ern extremity  of  the  town,  on  the  west  branch 
of  Tassnmpsic  liiver,  at  the  junction  where 
another  stream  of  water,  callrd  Trull's  TVlill 
Stream,  unitc>  ■with  the  Passump><ic,  and  near  the 
depot  on  the  Connecticut  and  Passumi)sic  Kiv- 
crs  Rail  IJoad,  which  passes  thron;,'-h  the  western 
I)art  of  tliis  town.  About  28  y<>ars  since,  Joel 
Trull,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  purchased  a  Avater 


place  by  the  same  owner,  and  occupied  by  him  j  privilege,  where  the  villa.;re  is  now  located,  and 
untU  his  death  in  1828.  A  new  grist-mill  was  j  built  a  gri;5t  and  saw  mill,  where  a  largo  portion 
a'so  built  near  where  the  old  one  stood,  by  the  |  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sutton  could 
same  individual,  in  1817,  and  occupied  by  him  be  better  accomraodated  than  at  anv  other  place. 


mill  was  built,  |  The  place  improved  but  slowly  for  several  vc, 


while  he  lived.  In  1845,  another 
on  a  larger  scale,  by  a  company  formed  for  that 
purpose,  which  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
Other  mills  have  since  beou  erected  from  time  to 
time,  and  there  are  now  3  grist-mills,  8  saw-mills, 
3  starch  factories,  2  carriage  shops,  2  planing 

machines,  1  clothing  shop,  and  1  carding  ma- 1  tended  througli  tliis  town,  and 


irs. 

In  time,  however,  a  number  of  dwelling-houses 
were  built,  and  a  store  opened  by  Daniel  Beek- 
with,  Esq.,  who,  -with  his  sons,  still  carries  on 
quite  an  extensive  business  in  the  mercantile  line. 
In  1857,  the  abm-e  mentioned  railroad  was  ex- 

a  depot  was  lo- 
cated near  the  village,  which  soon  gave  a  new 
impetus  to  the  business  transactions  of  this  little 
village.  Large  quantities  of  lumber  are  annu- 
ally brought  to  this  place  from  the  surrounding 


chine,  within  the  limits  of  the  town  ;  and  vanous 
other  machinery  for  artificial  pur|)oses. 

The  oldest  person  deceased  in  town  was  Reu- 
ben Lippingwell,  who  died  about  30  years  since, 

in  the  99th  year  of  his  age.  The  oldest  person  j  country,  to  be  transported  on  the  railroad  t'o 
now  living  is  Esther  Walter,  the  widow  of  Ira  i  other  markets.  Present  population  probably 
Walter,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  tomi,  and  j  about  30  families,  and  150  inhabitants.  Within 
the  first  constable,— the  widow  being  now  in  her  I  the  limits  of  the  village,  there  is  now  but  1 
87th  year.  Chloe  Jones,  daughter  of  Godfrey  |  store  where  business  is^done,  1  hotel,  1  school- 
and  Sally  Jones,  was  the  first  born  in  town ;  |  house,  1  can-iage  shop,  1  grist-mill,  1  saw-mill, 
and  Wniard.  Spencer,  son  of  Ranney  and  Cyn-  j  i  starch  mill,  and  2  shoe  and  boot  manufactur- 
thia  Spencer,  the  first  male  child,  who  is  now  a  j  en>.    At  no  distant  time,  this  little  villao-e  is  des- 


prominent  citizen.  The  first  death  was  an  in- 
fant of  Godfrey  and  Sally  Jones.  The  first 
marriage  on  the  records  of  the  town,  John 
WoodrufF  and  Esther  Barbour,  married  Dee. 
4th,  1799. 

There  are  three  small  villages,  known  as  Burke 
Hollow,  Burke  East  Village,  and  Burke  West 
Village.  Bm-ke  Hollow  is  the  oldest,  and  situ- 
ated near  the  centre,  on  a  stream  of  water  cjilled 
Filler's  Mill  Stream,  from  the  circumstance  that 
Roman  Eyler  built  the  first  mills  in  town  on  this 
stream,  as  already  related.  There  are  about  30 
families,  mostly  mechanics  and  laborers.  The 
village  has  increased  very  slowly  for  several 
years  p.^^t,  owing,  perhaps,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  settlement  and  groM  th  of  the  other  two 
villages  in  ditlerent  parts  of  the  town,  which 
possess  many  local  and  superior  udvantacres. 
There  is  1  meeting-hou^e,  a  union  house,  and 
1  schoolhouse,  in  the  village  ;  2  ste>rcs,  a  grist- 
mill, a  starch  mill,  a  cl(»thiiig  machine,  a  card- 
ing machine,  a  carriage  shuj",  u  post  oni<e,  3 
slioe  and  boot  makers,  a  blacksmith,  2  phy:-i- 
cians,  a  harness  maker,  and  I  lawyer.  David  j 
Chadwick,  E'^q.,  is  the  only  atronu-y  at  I.uv  who  : 
hiis  ever  liad  a  jicrmanent  residence  in  the  town. 


tined  to  become  the  largest  in  town,  owing  to  its 
proximity  to  the  railroad. 

Dr.  Samuel  Putnam  was  the  first  physician. 
He  commenced  practice  here  in  1804,  and  i-e- 
mained  till  180S,  when  George  W.  Denison 
came  and  established  himself  as  physician  ;  and 
Putnam  went  to  Newbury,  and  soon  after  died. 
He  was  elected  town  clerk  in  1805,  which  otiice 
he  held  3  years. 

By  the  census  of  1850,  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants was  1103  ;  and  in  ^SGO,  1133. 


RELIGIOUS  DEPART3IE\T. 

BAPTISTS. 

(For  a  history  of  this  denomination,  see  Rev. 
R.  Goddiug's  contribution.) 

METHODISTS. 

In  1804,  a  circuit  was  fi^rmed  by  the  Metho- 
dist Conference,  embracing  the  County  of  Cale- 
donia, and  in  1805,  a  preacher  by  the  name  of 
James  Young  appointed  to  this  circuit,  who 
preached  in  Burke  occasionally,  the  writer  thinks 
once  in  4  weeks.  Iti  Is'Otj,  an  associate  pn-acher, 
by  the  iiame  of  HAdlis  Sam[>son,  was  appointed 


to  this  field  ;  aus.1  Young  and  Sampson  held 
The  village  probably  contains  about  150  inha!)-  "»oetinus  alternatrJy  at  stared  times.  The  wri- 
ituuts.  i  ter  thinks  tiiey  cotuinucd  this  about  2  ycjws,  and 
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were  then  tnmstora'd  to  anotlicr  field,  and  other  ,  stances  no  accessions  were  made,  and  its  few 
lalwrcrs  ai.pointed.  In  this  tuanner,  alternately  i  members  had  become  greatly  lessened  by  deaiLs 
chan-inj;,  new  preachers  were  successively  ap-  j  and  removals 
pointed  to  this  important  char^n.',  but  no  society 


or  class  formed,  for  the  space  of  10  successive 
years.     In  the  year  lbl5,  Rev.  Zcnas  Adams  j 


In  September,  1848,  the  church  was  airain  re- 
newed, and  Rev.  L.  H.  Tabor  employed  Ujt  one- 
half  of  the  time.    Under  the  inllueuce  of  this 
was  appointed  to  this  charu^e,  and  remained  2  |  efficient  ptvstor,  an  increased  interest  was  soon 
years,  during  which  time  lie  formed  a  class,  discernible.    The  church  consisted  of  about  :j) 
There  are  no  available  vecords  that  describe  the  |  meml^ers,  and  the  society  soon  numbered  U.J. 
number,  yet  the  writer  is  aware  that  it  must  have  |  The  labors  of  this  worthy  pastor  were  comia- 
been  ver>'  small.    But  from  this  time  fonvard,  |  ued  6  years,  when  he  was  dismissed  by  his  own 
the  societies  have  been  supplied  with  preachers,  j  request,  to  the  regret  of  the  greater  porr.on  et 
and  sncccsi?  has,  in  a  great  mciusure,  attended  j  the  people  of  his  charge.    Since  that  time,  there 
their  ct^brts,  and  several  successive  revivals  en-  has  been  no  settled  pastor  over  this  church,  bu: 
larged  the  borders  of  their  spiritual  Zion.    Ow-  various  clergymen  employed  for  a  portion  of  the 
ing  to  the  increase  in  niiuiix;rs,  and  the  extent  in  |  time,  and  sometimes  they  have  been  desrimte 
the  field  of  labor,  in  1S24  the  circuit  was  divided  1  some  length  of  time.    Among  those  employed 
into  two  parts,  designated  as  the  Danville  and  |  was  Rev.  John  E.  Palmer,  an  aged  father  iu 
Lyndon  circuits,  and  a  djiinite  number  of  preach- i  the  ministry,  who  commenced  his  lalxrs  a 
ers  were  assigned  to  each  of  these  respective  dc- !  minister  of  the  gospel  in  early  Ufe,  and  for  many 
partments.    At  the  present  time,  the  Sutton  and  j  years  was  an  able  preacher  in  the  Bapdst  de- 
Burke  charge,  so  called,  consists  of  i'3G  members,  j  nomination  ;   but  after  much  deiiberation,  his 
of  wliich  124  are  residents  of  Burke.     The  |  former  religious  views  having  become  changed, 
Methodist  financial  society  of  male  members,  j  thenceforth  he  became  an  advocate  of  the  nnai 
for  several  years  past,  will  probably  average  |  holiness  and  consequent  happiness  of  ali  our 
about  60.  "  i  winter  of  life,  and  ict^ 

UNIVER5ALISTS.  j  sensibly  the  effects  of  age  and  infirmity;  y-.-r, 

During  the  period  of  20  yeare  and  upwards,  \  notwithstanding,  preaches  occasionally  to.  gi^od 
subsequent  to  the  first  settlement  of  Burke,  |  acceptance. 

there  were  a  few  among  tlic  iuhubitants  who  |  Rev.  Alson  Scott,  of  Lyndon,  now  siipplies 
were  believers  in  the  final  holiness  and  happi-jthe  desk  every  fourth  Sabbath,  to  goo^i  s-'-  ^'^p- 
ness  of  the  human  race;  yet  no  cflbrts  were  j  tance ;  still,  the  society  has  been  on  the  d-cane 


made  to  embody  themselves  into  a  sepan 


ate  dv 


suice 


they  dispensed  with  the  labors  of  Ee-r.  L. 


ation  hence  thev  united  with  others  of  a  i  H.  Tabor.    The  society  now  numbers  abou:  SO 


different  belief,  —  went  to  their  meetings,  and 
gave  their  influence  and  support  as  they  deemed 
most  proper.  Oeca-iuually,  however,  a  preacher 
of  that  doctrine  would  visit  the  place  and  preach 
a  short  time,  perhaps  one  or  two  Sal'baths;  and 
additions  were  made  to  their  numbers,  and  their 
means  were  increased. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1815,  a  meeting  was 
called,  and  a  society  organized,  — 44  citizens  of 
the  town  enrolling  their  names  as  mcmbei-s 
thereof.  From  that  time  forward,  various  preach- 
ers were  employed,  generally  fur  a  [)or(  ion  of  the 
time,  but  no  settled  pastor  secured  fur  several 
succeeding  years.  In  S /ptembi^r,  1827,  a  church 
was  formed,  whieh  at  nr-t  consisted  of  only  9 
members,  and  Rev.  Daniel  Wellinan,  a  citizen 
of  the  town,  was  onlained  as  tlieir  pa.->t<»r,  wlio 
preached  most  uf  the  time  for  about  5  years,  and 
then  removed  to  the  State  uf  Ohio,  wln  re  he  still 


members. 

C0NGEEGATI0NALTST3. 

During  several  years  subscqtient  to  the  firs; 
settlement  of  this  town,  there  were  inhabitants 
who  cherished  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  ttiis 
denomination,  several  of  whom  had  formerly 
united  with  Congregational  churches  in  other 
places ;  but  theu'  numbers  were  so  small  they  d.i 
not  deem  it  expedient  to  organize  into  a  sepa- 
rate society,  but  mostly  gave  their  support  to 
the  Baptist  denomination,  theu  the  only  organ- 
ized order  in  the  town. 

In  the  year  1807,  11  in  number  of  males  and 
females  covenanted  together  in  church  fellow- 
ship, called  the  Congregational  Church  in  Br.rke. 
Rev.  John  Fitch,  pastor  of  the  Congrcgation^U 
Church  in  Danville,  officiated  at  the  organLta- 
tion,  and  preached  with  them  one  Sabl-ath. 
Oct.  6,  1808,  a  meeting  of  the  m.ale  membe:-s  of 


lives  at  an  advanced  a-e.    This  worihy  man  bad  :  this  church  was  hohlen,  and  William  Barbour 


•hosen  deacon,  and  Orentus  Brownson,  cleric. 
The  ace  forward  meetings  were  held  at  various 
iincs  for  the  transaction  of  the  ordimu-y  bu.-i- 
u>s  of  the  church,  and  to  aid  in  the  prosperity 
r  tlie  cleM-a'ai  r  of  an  ox- i  of  the  cause;  but  owin'j:  to  the  .-mallncr-s  or 
i'iie   ehui-ch  atid  societv,  |  their  number,  and  the  want  of  means,  the  church 


previously  been  a  picaeher  in  the  Free-will  Bap- 
tist denomination  for  s.  veral  years  ;  but  after  liis 
views  on  rcli.u'i  subjects  U'eaTue  ehaiiL'cd,  h." 
henccfortli  [irea .  iii'd  tbe  new  doctrir.e  lie  IuhI  em- 
braced, ever  S  I 
cmplary  CI 


beiiitr  thus  d.-niut.'  (,f  a  pM.«tor,  dei.endi'.l,  as  ;  fi»r  a  Ion-,'  time  labored  under  many  di.<ad van- 


previously,  o  l  111!  ;ir^ 
time,  for  alx^ut  I'j  y 


preaehcrs  a  portion  ol  t!ie  ,  t  i^i-^, 
.u  s.    Under  these  circuui-  |  abort 


Missionaries  would  scnuetimes  si.rt.r.<i  a 
time  with  them,  and  sometimes  the  iittie 
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thiirch  would  tax  their  moans  almost  beyond 
tlicir  ability  to  procure  the  services  of  some 
neigliboriiip;  clorcryman.  But  thoy  persevered  iu 
the  cause  tliey  had  espoused,  and,  notwithstunil- 
in<j  death  and  removals  tliiuned  their  ruriks,  still 
continued  to  increase  gradually,  thouirh,  at  times, 
very  slowly,  till  the  year  1S34,  when  Kev. 
Thomas  W.  Duncan  was  employed  for  a  time, 
the  writer  thinks  for  one  year.  The  droopini; 
spirits  of  the  chiureh,  and  its  friends,  under  his 
ministration,  soon  be^n  to  revive,  and  addi- 
tions were  made  to  their  nnmhers.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1839,  he  was  installed  pastor;  but  a  short 
time  after  his  installatiou  requested  to  be  dis- 
missed, which,  by  vote  of  the  church,  was 
granted.  He  was  succeeded  by  Kev.  S.  M. 
Wheelock,  who  continued  2  years,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  John  Clark,  who  remained  about 
10  years.  For  some  tijne  after  Mr.  Clark's  dis- 
mission, they  had  only  occasional  preaeliinir,  till 
1S59.  Since  that  time,  Eev.  Edward  P.  Good- 
win supplied  the  desk  —  who  was  ordained  Nov. 
10th,  1S59  — till  Oct.,  1S60,  when  he  removed 
to  Ohio.  Rev.  M.  Underwood  now  su[)plies 
this  church.  Present  number  of  Baembcrs  about 
60.  -  - 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

BY  8.  X.  WELCH. 

CAPT.  DANIEL  NEWELL 

Was  bom  in  Farmington,  Ct.,  in  1755.    In  , 

he  moved  to  Tinmouth  in  this  State,  where  he 
resided  until  he  moved  to  this  town.  While  re- 
siding in  Tinmouth,  he  was  chosen  captain  of 
the  artillery  company  tliere,  and  retained  in  that 
capacity  until  his  removal.  In  1800,  he  removed 
to  this  town,  and  settled  on  what  is  called  the 
"West  Hill." 

He  was,  while  a  resident  of  this  town,  often 
chosen  to  fill  town  offices,  such  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  selectman,  lister,  etc.,  and  he  always  dis- 
charged his  duty  wiih  fidelit}-  and  despatch.  He 
raised  a  family  of  10  cliildren,  —  8  now  living, — 
the  youngest  of  Avhom  is  Dr.  Sch'm  Ncwdl,  of 
St.  Johnsbury.  Another  (Isaac)  was  a  Bapii>t 
preacher,  for  a  long  time  settled  over  the  Baj>ti^t 
Society  at  DanAiUe  Green,  Vt.,  hut  moved 
West  about  the  year  1836,  where  he  <lied. 

In  his  religious  sentiments,  the  Captain  was  a 
Baptist,  and  one  who  exempliried  his  religion  by 
dispensing  with  a  lil)eral  hand  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  —  consoling  the  afilieted,  encoura-ing  the 
faint-hearted,  —  in  short,  by  oiievin;^  the  injunc- 
tion, "Do  unto  others  as  ye  wduld  that  others 
should  do  unto  yuu."  I'oi-essed  of  a  kind 
heart  and  a  large  share  of  "  -sociality,"  he  was 
ever  a  welcome  guest  in  every  circ  le,  wliether  of 
old  or  young,  rich  <n-  f>oor.  Moreover,  he  was  a 
very  public-spirited  man;  and,  while  unostenta- 
tious in  all  his  acts,  always  one  ('f  the  tirtt  to  cti- 
gogc  in  any  work  wlici'.  !iy  riie  eonimuiiity  uiigiir 
bo  bcnelited,  without  a-kiug  or  cxpcetiug  rc- 


I  ward,  yet  having  his  reward  in  the  conscious- 
j  ness  of  fidtiliing  the  de>iu:n  of  his  creation,  and 
I  in  the  respect,  conlidcncc  and  love  of  his  fellow- 
I  men.  I'erhaps  no  man  ever  livid  in  town  who 
!  was  more  g(.'nerally  respected  and  beloved. 
I  Physically,  ho  was  a  tine  specimen  of  manly 
I  beauty,  being  above  the  common  height,  well 
I  proportioned,  and  very  straight.  II  is  carriage 
was  full  of  case  and  dignity,  and  his  countenance 
but  the  redeetion  of  his  heart.  In  1824,  he  went 
to  his  rest. 

BENJAMIN  BELDEN, 

Bom  in  Farmington,  Ct.,  in  175G  ;  first  came 
into  this  town  in  1792,  as  an  agent  for  distant 
land  proprietors.  He  paid  the  town  a  ^Tsit  every 
year  on  business  for  his  employers,  until  1805, 
when  he  became  a  permanent  settler.  He  vvos 
first  married  about  the  year  1780,  to  Miss  Eho^ia 
Phelps,  who  died  in  1783.  In  1790,  he  was 
again  married  to  ]Miss  Sally  Woodruff,  who  died 
in  1831.    He  died  July  9,  1820. 

ROMAN  FYLER, 

Bom  in  Winstead,  Ct.,  in  1768  ;  married  to  Solly 
'  Lymjvn  in  .    In  1799,  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily, consisting  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  to 
Burke,  and  located  on  what  is  now  called  Borke 
Green,  a  ridge  of  land  running  N.  and  S.  thpingh 
the  town,  dividing  it  nearly  in  the  centre.  Here 
he  built  him  a  log  house,  and  commenced  the 
laborious  work  of  a  pioneer.    Tliere  was  at  that 
j  time  no  grist-mill  nearer  than  L\-ndon,  and  he,  as 
I  well  as  orher  settlers,  was  often  under  the  neees- 
I  sity  of  going  to  Bamet  to  purchase  grain  and 
brinLrir.g  it  to  Lyndon  to  be  ground,  and  from 
;  thence  home,  his  path  guided  by  marked  trees. 
I  In  1801,  he  built  the  first  grist-mill  in  town,  and 
i  sub^eipiently  added  2  grist-mills  and  2  saw-mills. 
I    In  1803,  he  met  with  a  serious  accident  in  one 
!  of  his  mills,  having  his  foot  and  ankle  severely 
!  crushed,  which  troubled  Iiim  more  or  less  to  the 
I  close  of  his  life.    He  was  one  of  the  company 
j  that,  about  the  year  1 806,  built  the  road  tlirouch 
I  the  Notch  of  the  White  Moimtains  in  N.  H.  He 
:  also  ilirmed  one  of  the  company  tiiat  built  the 
!  turnpike  through  the  town  of  Barnet.    He  was 
!  one  of  the  "early  few  "  who  reijrcscnted  the  town 
j  in  "olden  times  ;  "  was  also  town  'derk  a  numt>er 
of  years,  besides  liolding  many  other  offices  cf 
trust,  always  discharging  his  duty  with  fideliry 
and  zeal.    In  religious  sentiments  he  favoretl  the 
I  Methodists,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  mcml^er.  In 
j  {)hysical  proportions  he  was  tilim     -i_'antic.  It 
I  has  been  asserted,  morcover.  that  he  was  the 
!  strongest  man  ever  in  town.    He  died  in  the 
I  year  1828. 

HON.  GEO.  W.  DENI80X,  3LD., 
j  Born  in  Harthmd,  Oct.  16,  1779  ;  a'  nit  the  y  &r 
i  1803,  commenced  the  study  (^f  mcdit  ine  with  Dr. 
I  Fuller,  of  Cas'eiidi  !i  :  in  1  sdC,  we;it  info  partner- 
ship with  l>r.  iMiiler;  pnieti-vd  wit.h  him  one 
year;  and  in  1807,  moved  to  Bui ke,  and  pur- 
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able  do-rce  to  the  time  of  his  death,  June  19, 
1857.  A  man  who  was  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  hira,  for  the  excellence  of  his  principles, 
can  bo  truly  -wTittcn  of  him. 


cha-scd  the  farm,  upon  which  ho  lived  until  his  '  ho  w.is  often  calWd  upon  to  officiate  at  funerals,' 
j^^^^jj  speak  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  etc.  lie  was  the  first 

""BcMcvin-  it  was  not  i^ood  for  m:)n  to  be  alone,  |  doaoon  of  the  Conp-e-ational  church  ;  fiist  town 
in  1813  ho  was  marrio<l,  at  Lvmlon,  to  Miss  |  clerk  ;  first  representative  of  the  town,  m  1805; 
Sally  Jonks  From  1808  to  18i;i,  he  was  town  !  planted  the  lir^t  apple-trees,  and  raised  therefrom 
clerk  •  in  1822  and  '23,  was  elected  town  repre- 1  the  first  apples  in  town.  Physically,  he  was  a 
scntative  and  in  1837  was  chosen  one  of  the  ;  little  above  the  common  hci-ht,  spare,  and  very 
assistant' jud-es  of  the  County  Court,  which  straight,  and  retained  his  faculties  m  a  remark 
office  he  held  two  years. 

His  wife  died  January  25,  1843.  One  of  their 
sons  is  a  practising  physician  in  Illinois  ;  anoth- 
er, a  lawyer  of  considerable  repute  in  Wasliin;^'- 
ton  Territory-,  was  formerly  Jnd-^c  of  the  County  |  nimxGTON  ESQ 

Court  in  Los  Angeles  County,  Cal. ;  another  is  j  ASAULL  LURI^GTO^,  ESQ., 

now  in  California;  two  remain  in  their  native  I  Of  Burke,  is  one  of  those  mdivulua  Is  so  identi- 
town,  one  upon  the  old  homestead;  another  is  in  I  tied  with  the  general  lustory  of  the  town  of 
Canada ;  Charles  0.  (deceased)  was  formerly  a  :  whom  a  brief  sketch,  at  the  least  is  requisite  to 
practising  phvsician  at  Lyndon;  and  En.eline, ,  complete  the  history  thereof.  ^  ^^tizen  of  B. 
wife  of  Dr.  Selim  Newell,  lives  at  St.  Juhn.bury.  ,  luts  furnished  such  sketch ;  but,  although  abound- 
Dr.  Denison  was  one  who  was  out  of  his  ele-  i  ing  in  interest,  it  yet  is  so  mmute  m  detail,  but  a 
ment  unless  encaged  in  business.    He  built  sev- 1  summary  can  be  given.  .  ^ 

eral  mills  in  town,  and  was  until  his  death  a  "Asahel  Burington  was  bom  m  New  Hart- 
large  land-holder,  o.v'ning  large  tracts  of  wild  ford,  Ct.,  Feb.  17,  1791,  the  youngest  of  a  film- 
land in  severrJ  ditYerent  towns.  His  practice  j  ily  of  8  children.  In  1802,  the  older  brothers  of 
as  phvsician  extended  over  many  to^^-ns.  Phys- 1  our  sketch  persuaded  their  father  to  sell  out  his 
icaUy'  the  Doctor  was  a  model  man,  6  ftvt ,  farm  in  Connecticut,  emigrate  to  Vermont  and 
and  upward,  finely  proportioned,  with  a  carriage  ^  purchase  lands  sufficient  to  make  farms  for  lum- 
fixll  of  cn-ace  and  dignity,  and  his  countenance  j  self  and  them.  The  avails  of  the  sale  barely 
when  at" rest  was  but  an  index  of  his  heart,  re- 1  purchased  500  acres  of  wild  land,  at  ^2.50  per 
flectin-  all  its  loftier  attributes,  mild  and  gentle,  i  acre,  and  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the  removal 
yet  wcarin-  the  stamp  of  an  irou  will  that  m,^t  i  Their  cabin  was  thus  built :  spruce  logs,  locked 
and  tfo«W  "accomplish  everything  it  undenook.  |  together  at  the  corners,  chinked  with  mud,  and 
In  his  relioious  sentimenLs,' ho  h)oked  ui>ou  all :  coveanl  with  bark.  Within,  large  logs  piled 
mankind  as  brothers  and  sisters,  travelling  the  :  against  the  wall-logs  for  a  chimney,  the  fire  being 
same  hic-hway  to  one  common  home,  —  or  was  a  \  kirulled  in  front,  and  loose  boards  floored  the  one 
Universllist.  In  his  politics,  he  wa.s  a  Ilepubli-  i  room,  whose  area  was  mostly  filled  by  three 
can  In  relation  to  slaver}',  his  ideas  of  justice  '  beds,  curtained  with  blankets,  and  the  large  pme 
were  to  give  it  no  more  territory,  but  confine  it  i  table.  The  one  schoolhouso,  near  the  centre  of 
witliin  its  present  bounds  and  lot  it  work  its  i  the  to^yn,  was  on  a  high  ridge  of  land,  where  m 
own  destruction.  He  was  a  capital  shot.  Noth-  j  winter  the  snoAV,  from  3  to  4  feet  deep,  blowed 
ing  suited  him  better,  even  in  his  old  aire,  than  |  into  well-nigh  impassable  drifts  ;  and  even  the 
to  take  down  his  trustv  rifie  and  trv  lus  skill  with  I  boy  of  11  could  not  be  spared  from  clearing  up 


the  young  men,  and  if  he  succeeded  in  beatim 
them,  he  would  "fat  an  inch  ou  the  r;b."  Ht 
died  March  4,  1847. 

BY  HON.  THOMAS  BAP.Tr.KTT,  OF  LY.\IX)S. 
THOMAS  BAliTLKTT, 
One  of  the  early  settlers,  wivs  born  in  old  Ply- 


and  cultivating  the  farm  in  summer ;  and  when 
at  school,  only  reading,  spelling,  writing,  and  the 
first  four  rules  of  arithmetic,  were  indifferently 
taught." 

Here  our  writer  goes  on  to  tell  how  young  B. 
was  destitute  of  all  mathematical  text-books,  till, 
li-aniing  a  man  had  moved  in  who  had  one  of 


mouth,  Mass.,  May  19,  1771,  and  was  a  descen- 1  Pike's  Arithmetics,  he  hastened  to  secure  a  loan 
dant  of  Svlvanus  Banlotr,  wlso  cmiirrated  from  \  thereof,  and  l>ent  eveiy  energy  systematically  to 
En<>land  in  the  year  UVJt.  He  moved  to  Ver- i  the  task,  till  he  had  mastered  that  tough  old 
mont  at  the  age  of  16,  and  fittc^l  for  college  with  '  lH)ok.  In  a  few  years  he  added  to  tliis  science, 
Jud<^e  Miles,  of  Fairlee.  He  entered  Dartmouth  |  grammar,  geography,  logic,  philosophy,  &c.  A 
Colfc^e  in  the  year  1794.  In  i•on^c4Ucnce,  how-  j  lii)rary  association  had  previously  been  formed 
ever  of  poor  health,  he  w:u-<  oMigcil.  after  two  |  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Burke  and  Bil- 
years  to  abandon  his  >tudics.  While  at  college.  \  lymcad,  (now  Sutton,)  which  contained  Rollins' 
he  attained  a  hi-h  rank  as  a  scholar,  and  main-  \  Ancient  History,  Bobinson's  Histoiy  of  Amer- 
tahicd  it  to  a  rcs"i>.-<  t;il.lo  d.-.-rce  ever  after.  In  ;  ira,  Joscphus,  one  excellent  novel,  The  Fool 
early  life  he  contemi-latcd  the  ministry,  luit  his  ;  of  Quality,  &c.  Embracing  every  opportunity 
state  of  healtli  did  not  ndnui  of  his  carryii.g  out ;  rainy  days,  and  especially  evenings,  mostly  by 
his  cherished  plans,  il-  mov.  d  into  Burke  in  I  the  firelight,  volume  after  volume  was  digested. 
1802.    Being  an  able  writer  and  etlcciive  speaker,  i  In  1810,  Martin  Doyle  moved  in  from  Walpolo, 
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N.  II.,  brin-ing  a  respcctiible  lihiary  for  tliosc 
d.sv.s.    Doylo  and  Burinptou  w(n-o  old  frioiuls. 

only  wero  the  u^o  of  Doylo'd  hooks  ^^a- 
tuitous,  but  his  a.^si.stanoo  ia  atudy  cliccrfiillv 
given.  Hero  Mr.  B.  disco vercd  "  Fcn/uson's 
Astronomy,"  and  in  a  year  could  calculate  tlio 
changes  of  the  mooa  and  ccli[)a's  with  [lorfect 
accuracy.  Doyle,  a  sclf-tau-ht  scholar,  inihii^od 
his  enthusiasm,  and  mutually  ai>sistin<:,  these 
friends  spent  hours  invosti-aring  the  problems 
of  this  work.    Doyle  died  in  1848. 

From  the  study  of  this  sublime  Pclcnce.  the 
investigation  of  this  "  stupendous  machinerv," 
Mr.  B.  claims  that  his  mind  was  led  upward, 
till  he,  too,  could  exclaim, 

•'An  undevout  astronomer  is  mad,"  — 

till  he  was  irresistibly  confirmed  in  belief  of  the 
miiversal  mindfulness  and  mercy  of  the  Creator 
oyer  and  toward  all  his  creatm-es,  particularly 
his  offspring  man. 

From  1812  to  '21,  ho  was  employed  during  the 
winter  seasons  to  good  acceptance  in  common 
schools,— a  popular  teacher,  who  di-ew  many 
scholars  from  the  districts  around;  in  1816,  from 
thence  neaidy  25  years,  was  postmaster;  and  for 
upward  of  38  ycai'S  has  held  the  office  of  town 
clerk,  during  which  time  every  instrament  re- 
corded in  the  town,  neariy  or  quite  5,000,  has 
been  done  with  his  own  hand.  He  also  retains 
the  office  of  town  treasurer,  held  nearly  31  years, 
and  justice  of  the  peace  about  24  years;  in  1S38 
and  '39,  was-  town  representarive,  and  has  from 
time  to  time  held  other  town  offices. 

When  not  engaged  in  public  business,  his  pur- 
suit has  ever  been  agricultural,  being  located  on 
the  farm  on  which  his  father  settled  in  1802. 
He  is  now  living  with  his  fourth  wife.  The  llev. 
L.  M.  Buriugton,  mentioned  by  llcv.  Mv.  God- 
ding in  his  sketch  of  East  Burke,  is  his  son;  and 
H.  A.  Burington,  in  the  specimen  department 
of  this  chapter,  a  liberally  educated  young  hidv, 
now  engaged  in  teaching,  his  dauglitcr.  Aiid 
our  venerable  State  Antic^uarian  Society  Pres- 
ident {II.  Stevens,  Esq.)  may  be  gratiried  to 
know  there  is  a  blooming  bevy  of  yoiiugcr  daugh- 
ters in  tliis  family  still  taught  to  dexterously  turn 
the  somewhat  antiquated  spinning-whcL-l. 

Mr.  B.  has  from  time  to  time  written  several 
poems,  which  have  appeared  in  ditfcrent  jounials 
of  the  day.  An  obituary  notice  to  his  first  wife 
(who  died  of  an  epidemic  fever  in  1S32)  was 
transcribed  by  Rev.  Uosea  Ballon,  2d,  into  a 
book  entitled,  "  Happy  Deaths."  In  the  fall  of 
1842,  erysipelas  commenced  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  and  continued  it.-;  fital  ravages 
for  about  0  mouths,  till  a  twcnty-eiuhth  p:irt  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  to^vn  were  its  victims  ;  a 
large  proportion  of  th-;  pojailatiou  clotind  iu 
mourning;  a  melanchcjly  gloom  vi.-iblo  in  each 
counteii;ince  ;  and  it  w:is  dilii.  ult  to  obtaiji  a.^-^is- 
t;ina>  siillici-rit  to  aHcviaic  t!i.'  \v,mt>  of  ih-  .sick 
and  dying.    January  and  February,  the  disease 


was  the  mo^t  prevalent  and  fatal.  The  close  of 
this  sadly  eventful  year  ho  clironicled  in  verse, 
and  for  the  fallen  mourned  :  — 

"Tbt-y  gunk  'ncath  autumn's  oliilliug  blast, 
AiiU  Willi  the  leaf  grew  pale  and  sere; 
Their  mt-rnory  only  w  itii  fhf;  pjist 
Is  mirrored  with  the  dyiug  year." 

Jan.  1,  184-3,  which  ho  inscribes  "  Un'happt 
Xew  Ye.vu,"  the  .'^econd  Mrs.  B.,  a  lady  of  un- 
usual attainments  for  those  day.s,  — the  affection- 
ate, the  gentle,  and  the  congenial  wife,  whose 
memory  is  stili  fragrant  in  the  old  farmliouse,— 
died  of  the  tatal  erysipela.^.  Iu  the  "//t  Mano- 
riam  "  which  commemorated  again  his  dead,  he 

thus  touchinglv  generalizes  sorrow :  

"  There  lives  not  in  this  world  of  humau  mould, 
iS'ot  even  ?:iva^e  Nature's  rudest  cliild, 
A  form  so  dull,  iilltctionless,  aud  cold, 

Mi(l.st  gloomy  forests  born,  or  deserts;  wild, 
But  he  has  sometimes  telt,  wheu  doomed  to  part, 
The  last  sad  hopeless  sorrows  of  the  heart." 

K'ear  the  close  of  Iiis  69th  year,  he  is  still  en- 
gaged in  the  active  business  of  life.  J^Iay  a  scoro 
of  years  yet  crowTi  his  worthy  head,  who,  in 
his  waning  manhood,  with  a  pleasant  pathos 
sings,— 

FARETTELL  MY  YOUTH. 

"  Farewell  my  youth  !  thy  star  was  brig-ht, 

And  mildly  did  it  beam  on  me  ; 
But  nevermore  upon  my  sig-ht 
Will  fall  its  pare,  its  heavenly  light,— 

Dear  in  the  waste  of  memory. 
Farewell  my  youth  !  thy  dream  of  love 

Was  like  the  sunset's  brilliant  calm, 
When  not  a  leaf  the  breezes  move ; 
Cut  never  more  my  soul  shall  prove 

Its  luxury  and  dewy  balm. 
Farewell  my  youth  !  thy  years  arc  past, 

Thy  hopes  and  suuny  smiles  are  gone,  — 
I  knew  they  eotild  uot  always  last ; 
Like  roses  on  the  torrent  cast, 

A  moment,  and  their  joys  were  flown."  —  Kd. 


WINNIE. 

Down  beneath  the  drooping  wiUowg, 

By  the  streamlet's  limpid  wave, 
Where  the  wild-birds  sing  above  it, 

Is  a  little,,  new-made  grave,  — 
In  it  lieth  all  of  Winnie 
Tliixt  could  die. 
While  his  soul,  immortal,  livcth 
La  the  sky. 

Three  short  summers  scarce  are  measured 

Since  on  csirth  his  life  be-un  ; 
But  the  world  was  all  too  siiifnl 

For  our  sweet  and  gentle  one,  — 
All  too  rough  for  his  pure  spirit 

Long  to  dwell, 
And  the  Fathrr  called  him  homeward, — 
All  is  well." 

Fare  thee  w«*ll,  our  darling  Winnie, 

Till  we  pa-s  »he  river  cold  ; 
Through  tli.-  oearlv  <,':if>  s  crlcvjTial, 

Through  th>>  siiiuin:r  streets  of  gold, 
Thou  shalt  b*j  our  guardian  angel, 

^\'a^<•hiug  o\  r, 
Guiding  us  in  paths  of  virtui; 
Ever  more- 
llENIUKl-rA  Al^ALAIUE  BUHINOTOX. 
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Close  gently  her  eyes,  iu  lucir  Ion-  drojuulefls  slum- 
bo  r, 

Fold  meekly  the  arms  o'er  tlu-  heart  that's  now 
still,  , 
Oh  bear  her  away  from  that  now  br'-iki  n  number,  j 
The  place  that  is  vacant  none  otln-r  may  lill.  ' 


more  will  her  smile  banish  sorrow  and  Madness 
From  hearts  that  are  swept  by  -ri*-r.'  di  ath  Uoo<l- , 
iiv^  wave,  ! 
No  more  will  she  join  in  the  -;ay  son-  of  Kla.ln.  ss.  —  | 
That  voice  uncc  so  sweet  is  now  husiicd  fur  th.>  j 
grave.  j 
She's  far  above  sorrow,  nor  heeds  she  the  wocpin-  ! 

Of  friends  who  on  earth  ever  ble>t  lu  r  with  iovo  ;  I 
Ye've  paid  the  last  tribute,  she's  now  in  tlie  keep 
in<^ 

Of  an^rels,  — Oh,  leave  her  in  glory  above. 

S.  N.  WlCLCll. 


EAST  BURKE,  kc. 

BY  KEV.  E.  GODDING. 

Ok  the  eastern  slope  of  Burke  ^rountain,  the 
Dishmill  Brook  rises,  which  takes  its  uarnc  from 
the  chcumstance  that  in  the  early  .settlement  of 
the  town,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Walter  built  a  | 
small  shop  here,  where  he  turned  wooden  plates,  j 
dishes,  and  bowls,  of  dirTcrcnt  shapes  and  sizes,  j 
At  the  junction  of  this  brook  with  the  Passumj)- 1 
sic  River  is  the  viUa-e  of  East  Burke.    In  this  i 
part  of  the  town,  previous  to  1820,  there  were  1 
but  a  few  families.    In  that  year  the  Bev.  Bums  : 
Godding,  some  10  years  before  he  commcncni  | 
preaching,  purchased  the  lot  of  land  where  the  | 
village  is^ located,  and  commenced  cleaving  away  • 
the  forest  to  make  a  farm. 

In  1825  he  sold  10  acres  at  first  cost,  to  Jo- 
seph Wood,  to  encoura-e  liim  to  build  a  set  of 
mills  and  commence  a  vil]:'.ge.    Wood  moved 
into  Godding's  house,  and  commenced  buildin- 
a  dam  across  the  river.    Coming  in  one  cveiuug 
from  his  work,  he  said,  u.^in-  hh  familiar  by- 
word, "By  gracious  !  there  arc  bears  in  the  place, 
and  I'll  have  Mr.  Bruin  in  the  ni..rnin.z."    The  , 
next  morning  he  and  his  son,  with  two  of  the: 
nei-hbors.  started  with  dog  an.l  guns,  and  bdore  j 
sunrise  killed  two  bears  and  brought  them  m.  | 
"  Now,"  said  Wood,  "  I  will  have  some  of  the  1 
.  gentleman  for  brcakfct."    He  bre.ikfasted  de- j 
liciously,  and  went  to  his  work.    In  that  year  he  i 
completed  his  saw-mill,  and  put  it  in  operation. ' 
The  next  year  he  built  a  gri^t-Uiiil. 

Soon  others  settled  in  the  pltuv  :  Mr.  ('.  C. 
Newell,  who  built  a  blarkMuiili  ^hun.nnd  Mr.  C. 

Harvey,  who  opened  a  store.    W  1  r.  nn-.ined  a 

few  years,  when,  becomin.rinvolv.d  m  debt,  he 
sold  his  ititerest  in  the  vilh._-  to  Willard  Spen- 
cer, and  removed  to  Vi<t<-ry,  wlirre,  several  miles 
from  anv  inhnbirat^t,  he  he.Ii  another  saw-mdl ; 
but  his  stay  was  sitori.  Froni  ih-nce  he  removed 
to  Lyndon  ;  then  to  I'.rrihtoM,  Ka.t  Haven,  a.ul 
Newark.  biiiMi". -:  a -^aw-uij!!  in  eueh  [.lace,  —  ins 
last  being  m  Newark.  In  his  history  we  ti.ul  one 
ever  ready  to  bhakc  the  bush,  but  who  caught  no 


bird.    He  finally  camo  back,  and  died  at  the 
house  of  his  daughter,  in  East  Burke. 

Spencer  built  a  new  grist-mill,  dwelling-house, 
shop,  &c.,  and  the  vilhigo  slowly  increa.scd  until 
A.d'.  1852.    In  the  fall  of  this  year  Spencer  sold 
all  his  property  in  the  village  to  D.  P.  Hall. 
Soon  after  this  sale  we  had  a  heavy  freshet,  which 
carried  off  the  old  grist-mill,  bridge,  dwelling- 
house,  shed,  sliop,  &c.,  leaving  the  new  grist- 
mill tottering  on  its  foundation,  in  the  centi-e  of 
a  deep  gulf  many  rods  in  v/idth,  caused  by  the 
tiood.    This  took  place  in  the  night,  and  the 
work  of  destruction  was  not  so  clearly  seen  ;  but 
the  crash  of  buildings,  and  the  giving  way  of  the 
earth  under  the  feet  of  those  who  were  clearing 
the  house  and  otltcr  buildings.    Some  barely  es- 
caped from  a  watery  grave,  their  property  being 
borne  down  the  once  beautiful  hnt  now  dark  and 
ten-ible  Passumpsie.    The  inhabitants  on  either 
side,  opposite  their  homes  but  a  few  rods,  passed 
the  lonely  night,  there  being  no  way  of  reach- 
ing their  homes  without  a  journey  of  many 
miles.    The  next  morning  hundreds  of  people 
assembled  to  behold  the  devastation  so  suddenly 
ind  unexpectedly  made.    Some  remarked,  East 


Burke  is  sunk,  and  can  never  rise  again 

But  Mr.  Ilall,  with  an  energy  and  enterprise 
seldom  equalled,  repaired  the  dam  and  grist-mill, 
filled  in  part  the  gulf,  and  built  a  new  saw-miil, 
probably  the  best  in  the  county,  at  a  cost  of  some 
SIO  or  312,000,  since  which  time  there  has  been 
quite  an  increase  in  business  and  building,  for  a 
small  place.    There  arc  now  2  meeting-liouses, 
i  3  stores,  I  hotel,  2  saAV-mills,  1  grist-mill,  plan- 
I  ing  and  clapboard  macliine,  2  blacksmith  shops, 
i  .3  shoe  shops,  a  post-oflice,  starch  factory,  um- 
!  brella  stick  factory,  a  repair  shop,  cabinet  shop, 
j  and  a  good  schoolhouse,  in  which  school  is  sus- 
I  taincd  0  months  in  the  year. 
I    One  incideut  occuiTcd  iu  1846,  near  East  Burke, 
j  which  shows  that  God  takes  care  of  his  own 
1  through  life,  and  takes  them  home  to  himself  as 
i  he  pleases.    There  was  a  Mr.  Newell  and  his 
i  wife,*  some  70  years  of  age,  poor  in  things  of  this 
i  world,  but  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  king- 
!  dom.    She  was  his  third  w^ife,  and  he  was  her 
third  husband.    They  lived  in  a  small  log  house, 
at  the  foot  of  a  steep  bank,  in  a  retired  place. 
Being  destitute  of  food  and  fuel,  the  neighbors 
carried  in  a  good  supply  of  the  necessaries  of 
life,  for  which  they  were  very  thankful.  IMrs. 
Newell,  a  few  days  after  this,  in  conversation 
with  some  of  her  neighbors,  renuirked  that  they 
were  jioor,  and  that  it  would  be  ditlicult  to  sup- 
port themselves,  and  they  hardly  knew  what  to 
!  do.    She  said  that  her  ciiildrcn  were  willing  to 
j  maintain  lier,  but  not  her  husband;  and  that  his 
children  would  support  l«im,  but  w^cro  notwillin-.: 
j  to  supi)ort  her,  and  they  could  not  bear  the 
i  thought  of  boin-j:  separated.  She  said,  "  We  have 
'  concluded  to  live  to-ether,  and  hope  to  die  to- 
j    ♦She  wat*  a  dau„'l»tor  of  the  Kcv.  I'eleg  llix,  the 
1  lirat  settled  minister  of  Burke. 
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p  tiicr."  A  short  time  after  this  conversation, ,  two  clmrchcH  hecamo  one,  and  united  with  the 
tlicre  wiis  a  lieuvy  raiu  durin-  the  ni-lit,  which  \  Danville  Baptist  Association.  In  1841,  25  mem- 
c:'.uscd  an  avalanche  or  slide  iu  the  hill  back  of,  bers  were  added.  Kev.  N.  Donison,  who  preached 
their  liousc,  which  came  down  with  Mich  force  as  |  in  several  towns  in  this  State,  and  Skeucateles, 
to  carry  away  the  roof,  and  till  the  entire  liou.-e  i  N.  Y.,  with  so  much  success,  and  died  a  few  years 


wi 


ro- 


th earth  to  the  depth  of  some  5  feet.    It  was  ,  since  at  iMcndota,  III.,  wa.s,  at  his  conversion, 
discovered  the  next  morning  by  a  man  who  m  as  i  ceivcd  into  this  cimrch,  and  by  it  licensed  to 
passing  by.    He  informed  the  inhabitants  of  tiie  |  preach  tiie  gospel. 

viUage,  many  of  whom  immediately  repairwl  to  1S52  and  '5;j  were  its  most  discourapng  days, 
the  pkice  and  commenced  removing  the  earth,  |  not  having  any  place  of  worsliip  but  iu  a  Union 
which  in  a  moment  of  time  had  unroofed  the ;  house,  and  their  minister  preaching  with  them 
house,  and  buried  its  occupants  alive,  wliile  in  i  but  part  of  the  time.  In  1855,  thev  decided  to 
bed,  apparently  asleep,  as  appeared  when  the  \  sell  their  interest  in  the  Union  liouse,  and  build 
cold,  thick,  heavy,  earthy  covering  was  removed  j  a  house  themselves.  In  March,  185G,  their 
from  their  lifeless  remains.  Near  the  bed  a  Bible  |  house  was  finished  and  dedicated,  'it  cost  about 
was  found  lying  on  the  stand.  They  had  doubt- '  S4,000,  and  for  convenience  and  taste  is  seldom 
less  read  the  Word  of  God,  and  in  prayer  ha<l  I  surpassed  iu  a  country  village.  Since  that  time 
committed  to  him  the  keeping  of  their  souls,  and  ;  they  have  had  constant  preaching  on  the  Sab- 
fell  asleep  to  wake  no  more  on  earth.  And  in  |  bath,  and  have  been  greatly  prosi)ered.  Rev. 
this  providence  it  seemed  that  their  desires  were  |  ]Mr.  Godding,  who  became  tlieir  pastor  in  1S34, 
granted;  they  were  not  separated  iu  life,  nor  di- j  still  sustains  that  relation.  Within  the  last  4 
Tided  by  death.  A  large  congregation  assembktl ;  years  75  have  been  received  into  fellowship, 
on  the  day  of  their  interment,  and  on  many  a  \  Tlie  aggregate  number  of  members  has  been 
manly  face  the  tear  stole  silently  dowu  as  they  |  about  210.  The  number  of  members  belonging 
saw  them  lie  side  by  side  in  death,  and  borne  to  the  Baptist  church  is  about  116. 
away  to  rest  in  one  grave. 

EDUCATION. 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  m.       t.       ^  ,  « 

_  I       "^^^  ^^"^'^         ^  number  of  good  scholars 

Was  organized  Apnl  29,  ISOl,  Barnabas  Thur-  \  ,vho  have  gone  out  from  this  place  and  became 
ber,  clerk  and  first  deacon.  Elder  Peleg  liix  I  eminent  teachers,  who  have  not  taken  a  full  col- 
preached  m  Burke  several  years  previous  to  his  ■  leo  late  course,  viz. :  George  Buckman  Rev  C 
instalment,  I  find  by  the  records.  In  1S03,  9  ,  Cushiuo:,  and  L.  M.  Burincrton.  The  fol- 
were  added  to  the  church;  in  1S06,  27;  and;  'owing  have  graduated  at  college,  viz.:  I.  D 
probably  Elder  Ilix  was  installed  by  a  council  of,  Newell,  an  able  and  successfur  Baptist  minis- 
elders,  May  1,  1807.  He  remamed  pastor  until  \  ter,  who  labored  in  this  State,  New  York,  and  II- 
April  13,  1809,  when  he  was,  at  his  request,  dis- :  Hnois  until  his  death;  Daniel  Ladd,  now  a 
missed  from  pastoral  care,  in  full  fellowship  with  !  missionarv  at  Smyrna;  B.  F.  Demsov  attor- 
said  church.  In  A.  D.  1810,  it  apj,ears  this  |  uey  at  law  in  California;  B.  F.  Ray,  a  Con-rc- 
church  enjoyed  a  precious  revival,  and  30  addi-j  gationalist  cler-yman  in  this  State;  and  A.\y. 
tions,  mostly  by  baptism.  There  was  no  other  |  Goddixg,  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  city  schools  in 
minister  settled  as  pastor,  but  others  were  em-  i  Providence,  R.  L,  and  associate  editor  of  the 
ployed  to  preach  and  administer  the  ordinances  |  Mode  Island  Schoolmaster." 
to  the  church.  Among  the  many,  I  name  the 
following  reverend  gentlemen  :  Coiby,  Palmer, 
Beckwith,  Ide,  Davison,  Fisher,  Grow,  Mitchel, 
and  Doge.  This  church,  for  the  want  of  a  per- 
manent place  of  worsliip,  and  the  lack  of  means 
to  sustain  a  settled  minister  among  tiiem,  did  not 


EDUCATION.  — AN  EXTKACT. 

We  once  heard  of  an  interesting  little  fellow, 
to  whom  was  given  a  beautiful  rose-trcc.    It  was 
to  be  his  own,  to  cultivate  and  to  admire.  He 
prosper  as  they  otherwise  might.   Additions  were  j  was  delighted  vnth  his  treasure,  and  bestowed 
made  ;  but  dismissions,  removals,  and  death,  |  upon  it  his  most  assiduous  care.    Jb-  watered  it, 


loosened  the  soil  about  it,  and  watched  its  pro- 
gress till  it  put  forth  its  green  t'oliage,  and  was  at 
last  covered  wiih.  little  rose-buds.  As  tliesc  were 
very  much  hidden  by  the  thick  leaves,  lie  cut 
them  away,  and  exposed  them  to  the  sun.  Af- 
ter a  few  days,  he  saw  a  little  o[iening  on  the 


reduced  their  numbers,  and  placed  additional  dis- 
couragements in  their  way. 

THE  GENERAL  nAPTISr  CHUHril 
Was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1830,  consisting 
of  2  males  and   4    females.     Rev.  Jonathan 

Woodman  labored  with  them  ^evend  years,  and  j  side  of  several  buds,  throu-h  which  he  sjjied  the 
in  1831,  R.  Godding  was  licensed  to  preach.  In  |  colored  petals.  In  his  impatience  to  -athcr  the 
1834,  Mr.  Ciuddiu-  was  (  ailed  to  ordiiiiiiu .u  n,,,}  fia-rant  n-ses,  that  he  might  carry  thcju  to  his 
the  pastorate.  From  time  to  time  nddu ions  nu>tiier,  he  plucked  away  the  calyx  and  unfolded 
W(. re  in;ule  and  revivals  enjoyed,  till,  in  l^K),  itjtUe  petals.  But  in  tlie  indnung,  lie  was  .sadly 
numl)cred  42.  At  thi>  time  8  ni'Muhers  oi"  the  :  disaj»poiuted  to  find  that  Ids  roses  were  all  with- 
lirst-mcntioned  church  united  with  this,  and  the  \  ered  awuy.  ..... 
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A  pn)fouiul  thinkor  once  a.>ke(l,  "  Wliat  be- 
comes of  all  the  briiihc  eluMivn  .'  "    Dix-s  not 
the  fate  of  the  little  ro^e-hu.ls  furni-^li  a  practi- 
cal soliitiou  ?  Many  a  parent,  who  would  jsternly 
chiile  the  nurse  that  should  attempt  too  soon 
to  teach  their  little  ouo  to  walk,  do,  after  all, 
precisely  the  same  thing  in  the  numa'^'ement  of 
their  minds.    The  earlier  years  of  the  child  are 
sufficiently  occupied  with  words  and  thioLCS. 
When  his  mind  is  matured,  then  pive  him  iileas, 
and  permit  him  to  rememljer,  to  iina<:ine,  and  to 
reason.     It  is  evident,  that  many  jnirents  and 
teachers,  and  even  school  superv  isors,  expect  U)0 
much  from  children.    It  is  necessary  that  the 
various  faculties  should  be  somewhat  developed 
before  mature  results  can  be  expected  from  their  i 
exercise.   .   .  Besides,  the  mindi  of  all  children  ! 
are  not  uniformly  progressive.  .  .  Some  arc  more 
quickly  matured  than  others.   .   .   It  is  l>y  no 
means  a  sure  evidence  that  a  pupil  may  not  ulti- 
mately succeed,  because  he  is  backward  at  an 
early  stage  of  his  education.    There  is  far  more 
danger  from  too  rapid,  than  from  too  slow  pro- 
gress.   The  anxiety  of  many  parents  to  nuike  | 
their  children  proficients  very  often  defeats  it->».df.  j 
Thousands,  who  miglit  have  been  able  men,  were  j 
spoiled  in  vain  etTorts  to  make  them  remarkable  i 
children.    Shakspeare  and  Milton  speak  com- 
plainingly  of  their  "late  spring."     But  where 
are  those  prodigies  of  whom  we  have  lieard  ^o 
much  ? 

Let  us  then  learn  a  lesson  from  th.e  processes 
of  nature.  The  leaves  must  shield  the  tender 
buds  from  the  scorchiu<:  rays  of  the  sun  ;  and  the 
rough  calyx  is  required  to  contine  the  peials  till 
then-  color  and  fragvauce  are  duly  p-  rlecteil. 
We  must  not  expect  to  tuni  out  peri«.  ct  scholars 
to  order.  Indeed,  it  may  be  su^jicctcd  that 
there  is  some  mistake  when  sucli  exanq.ies  an^ 
exhibited.  Let  children  be  childlike ;  but  when 
they  are  men,  not  till  then,  let  them  "  I'Ut  away 
childish  things." 


A.  vv.  <;OL«l)I>U. 


SEVEN  WONDERS  OF  GKOl-UGY. 
BY  MISS  D.  w.  c.)r>:>iN«;. 
Miss  C,  a  native  of  Burke,  ,;'un,t''4  tu-rse'/ j.^  a 
successor ul  teacher  without  ana  i»  -uuuiry  <nJ.  Sh^ 
has  taught  in  several  places  in  (hi-^  {h,-cit>,  ■/ 

Hartford,  Ct.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  uxl  I'ri-.vinal 
in  a  Ladies'  Boarding  School  in  SC.  Anih<ftty,  Minne- 
sota. (1800.) 

I  wonder  how  deep, 
In  a  fathomless  sI<h>i>, 
Lay  the  earth  in  Ikt  pninitive  state, 
When  Ji'hovah    '     d  by, 
With  hlstiat  soln-h, 
And  each  parti<.  l<'  r.tu  to  its  n.ate. 

I  wonder  how  h>sv 
•The  oUl  j)rimari>-^  -o. 
Myst.-noiislylMiiM. ..,'•>->  hni-- 

i'hat  tliiK-  f-p"'  »>■ 

In  loii-rii;," ''""y 
Could  form  a  f.MMui.ai^u  so  Mtou-. 

I  wonder  wli.it  p.tu- r 
TUuB  cuuHi  d  thi  iu  to  tower, 


And  lift  their  <^roy  heads  to  tho  skies  ; 

While  tl>e  loftient  hills 

Iliivo  the  f^rauite  for  rills, 
And  their  tups  iuterspcrscd  as  they  rise. 

I  wonder  how  trees, 

And  tlie  fish  of  tho  seas, 
So  veutun>d  (tho  truth  nature  shocks) 

That  they  should  intrude, 

In  a  manner  so  rudo, 
Even  into  the  centre  of  rocks. 

1  wonder  what  time, 

In  old  Ocean's  young  prime. 
Little  insects  so  busy  could  be, 

As  to  form  in  vast  piles 

Those  coral-reef  isles, 
Springing  up  in  the  midst  of  the  sea. 

1  wonder,  below, 

What  I  never  can  know. 
Of  that  ocean  whose  fiery  tides  lave 

The  crust  of  the  earth 

Since  the  morn  of  its  binh,  — 
Lo,  it  rises  and  falls  with  its  wave. 

I  wonder  what  hour, 

By  Omnipotent  Power, 
Creation's  vast  wheel  shall  be  stayed, 

And  the  internal  fire. 

Bursting  forth  in  its  ire, 
Earth's  funeral  pile  shall  be  made. 


DANVILLE.  — TO  1860. 

BY  M.  T.  0.  ALEXANDER. 

Part  of  that  tract  of  country  now  knowTi  as 
Danville,  and  granted  by  New  York,  was  origi- 
nally called  llillsboro'*  —  a  name  at  once  apt, 
and  descriptive  of  its  most  prominent  natm-al  fea- 
tvuxs,  being  for  the  most  part  a  high,  elevated, 
and  withal  a  notoriously  hilly  region,  lying 
along  the  base  of  a  still  more  elevated  and  broken 
range  of  country  to  the  westward,  known  as  Cow 
Hill,  Walden  Mountain,  &c.,  and  wb^ch  range 
I  xti  uils  far  into  the  northern  portion  of  the  State. 

The  exact  limits  and  boundaries  of  old  Ilills- 
Ixiro'  cannot  at  this  time  be  ascertained  with  any 
degree  of  certainty.  It  was  most  probably  given 
to  a  certain  tract  ninning  north  and  south,  and 
embracing  all  that  the  original  State  grant  of 
1786  covered,  and  also  some  of  the  western  por- 
tion of  St.  Johnsbury.  From  some  cause  equally 
obscure,  the  old  name  of  Ilillsboro',  on  the  issu- 
ing of  the  charter  of  178G,  or  even  before,  was 
set  a,side,  and  in  these  latter  years  has,  we  pi-e- 
-sume,  been  entirely  forgotten.  During  the  early 
struggle  of  the  then  New  Hampshire  Grants  for 
a  separate  state  existence,  the  etlbrts  of  E.  Allen 
and  associates  were  cncoui-aged  ami  assisted  by 
the  French  consul  then  at  Boston,  Hector  St. 
John  Crcvecanir.  Allen  ai\d  associates,  wishing 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  these  timely  ser- 
vices, named  several  townships  in  honor  of  dis- 
tinuniidicd  Frcnc  hiin>n.  Danville,  in  accordance 
wirh  this  noble  intention,  wjvs  named  in  honor 
of  the  distinguished  French  Admiral,  D'Anvillo. 
'  Hi-  n.inie  is  neither  written  on  pillars  of  brass 

I        •  A  uame  never  put  on  record  in  the  town. 
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or  towers  of  stono,  but  fastened  to  the  eternal 
hills,  which  arc  his  monument. 

Sprinjx  of  1783  or  'S4,  Cliarh'S  Hackctt,  the 
pioneer  of  tliis  mountain  rtjrion,  opened  a  spot 
for  his  cabin  just  south  of  tlie  house  now  occupied 
by  PetiT  Bovee,  on  what  is  now  culled  the 


seph  Mniroon,  Timothy  Batclielder,  E.  Howard, 
James  Kitorid;;e,  and  Israel  IJrainard.  In  Gen. 
Haiti  y's  list,  of  some  years  after,  amon<^thc  Pro- 
prietors' Records,  the  number  of  settlers  was  54. 

1780,  Oct.  27.  TliLs  townsiiip  was  {^nmted. 
Oct.  31,  of  same  year,  the  town  was  chartered  to 


"  Isaac  Morrill  Pitch."  This  improvement  was  |  Gen.  Ja<oh  Bailev,Jesse  Leavenworth  Mu<cf^  Lit- 
bought  by  Isaac  Morrill,  wlio  subsequently  set- 1  tie,  Joliu  McKisson,Luke  Kuowlton,  James  Whit- 
tled on  the  farm.  Mr.  Ilackett  made  a  second  law,  Alexander  Ilaney.  Ira  Alien,  and  Thomas 
pitch  upon  a  spot  just  north  of  tltis  first,  now  |  Chittenden.  The  -rant  covered  73  ri^dits  of  300 
called  the  "  Charles  Sias  Pitch."  This  improve- 1  acres  each,  which,  with  17  settlers  ri-dits  and  4 
ment  was  bought  by  Capt.  Charles  Sias,  for  I  public  rights  of  same  amount, -arc  an  'area  of 
which  he  gave  a  cow.  Mrs.  Hackett  was  the  i  alx)ut  28,000  acres.  At  the  approach  of  winter, 
first  woman  who  came  into  this  town;  but,  drea<l-  all  those  that  came  into  town  during  the  past 


ing  the  severity  of  the  winter,  remained  only 
tlirough  the  summer,  and  returned  to  Pcacham. 

1784,  March.  Capt.  Charles  Sias,  ^vitji  his 
family,  made  the  first  actual  settlement  here. 
His  wife  was  the  first  white  woman  who  dared  to 
breast  the  long  and  dreary  winter  of  this  dee[ 


year  or  two,  except  Charles  Sias  and  Daniel 
Cross,  returned  to  their  former  homes. 

1787.  Those  that  left  in  the  fall  of  17S6,  re- 
turned in  tlie  spring.  Durmg  the  winter,  40 
additional  families  joined  the  settlement,  and 
from  this  time  the  ingress  was  very  rapid.  March 


unbroken  wilderness.  Mv.  Sias  drew  his  family  j  20,  the  tov.^  was  organized,  the  meeting  being 
and  efiects  into  to^vn  from  Peacham  on  a  hand- ;  holden  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Wheeler,  near  the 
sled.  Mr.  Sias  brought  with  liim  10  children,  i  centre  of  the  town.  The  followinrr  is'  a  li^t  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows  :  !  the  first  town  officers  of  Danville :  — Saro-ent 
Solomon,  Joseph,  Charles,  John,  James,  Nathan, ;  :\IorriII,  .Afoderator;  Abraham  Morrill,  Town 
Samuel,  Sarah,  Polly,  and  Abigail.  The  snow  \  Clerk;  Charles  Sias,  Israel  Brainard,  Jeremiah 
was  very  deep,  and  the  way  was  trackless.  No  |  Morrill,  Selectmen  ;  Daniel  Wheeler,  Consta- 
mark  was  there  to  guide  them,  save  the  long  line  |  ble;  Z.  bediah  Parker,  Tythingman;  Abncr  Mor- 
of  spotted  trees  leading  away  into  the  dark  for-  j  rill,  Charles  Sias,  James  Iviteridge,  and  Joseph 
ests.   The  filther,  with  Solomon,  Joseph,  Charles, !  Magoon,  Surveyors  of  Highwavs;  Samuel  Ful- 

and  John,  and  the  three  daughters,  made  the  first ;  ler,  Ha>"«-ard,  Timothy  Eatchelder,  Feuce 

company.    Mr,  Sias,  with  two  men  to  assist,  |  Viewers. 

went  fon\-ard  on  snow-shoes,  and  drew  the  sled,  |  The  first  child  bom  in  town  was  named  Dan- 
loaded  vnth  the  girls  and  some  goods,  the  boys  |  viile  Howard,  (sometimes  in  the  records  spelled 
following.  ILiyward).    The  date  of  his  birth  was  in  the 

They  reached  their  log  cabin  early  in  the  after-  j  bummer  of  1787.  The  conch  which  was  blown 
noon,  dug  it  out  from  beneath  the  snow,  which  j  at  his  birth,  is  still  in  existence  somewhere  in 
had  nearly  buried  it,  left  John  and  the  sisters  to  f  Ohio.  The  grant  of  land  which  the  first-bora 
take  care  of  themselves  through  the  nigfit,  —  the  '  was  to  re'oeive,  was  never  deeded,  as  the  child 
others  returned  to  Peacham.  John  was  but  Hi  was  not  long-lived, — not  more  than  3  years, 
years  old,  and  was  the  first  male  child  that  evi  rj  1788.  Dec.  25,  was  married,  by  Abraham 
slept  in  Danville.  The  next  day,  camo  the  ',  Monili,  Esq.,  Joseph  Page  to  Abigail  Morrill, 
mother  with  the  other  children,  on  the  haud-sleci.  |  This  was  the  first  marriage  in  town." 
In  three  daj^s  more  the  efrects  were  all  removed,  |  1789.  Six  years  before  this,  a  solitary  man 
and  the  lone  family  began  their  iiard  labors  upon  I  sat  huuself  down  amofig  these  wooded'  hills, 
the  wilderness.  They  commenced  by  tapping  {  Now,  so  rapidly  has  cmiuratiou  been  pouring  in 
the  maples,  which  stood  thick  aroui.d  them  in  j  during  these  few  years,  it  is  estimated  that  there 
the  most  beautiful  groves,  afiording  ihem  sugar  j  are  no  less  than  200  families  in  town.  The  re- 
in abundance,  and  supplied,  in  a  urrat  degree,  j  suit  of  so  rapid  an  increase  uf  [lopulation.  and 
the  lack  of  other  food.  Thus  was  settled  the  first  |  the  consequent  increased  drain  iq.on  the  limited 
family  in  this  town.  The  father,  Charles  Sias,  i  means  of  the  settlers,  accomjumied  with  a  severe 
was  the  first  captain  of  the  first  military  ct^nipany  |  drought,  was  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions.  The 
in  town,  and  was  one  of  the  tir.^t  nvmbers  of  the  \  sullerings  of  that  time  were  very  s.-vcrc.  Maple 
Calvinist  Baptist  Church  in  Danville.  j  sugar  formed  the  chief  article  oV  f<>o<l.    Like  the 

In  this  year,  Sargent  Morrill  commenced  i  manna  of  the  ancient  nebrews,  it  was  really  a 
chopping  in  town.  providence  in  the  time  of  liun-vr  an. I  famine. 

1785.    During  this  year,  or  in  the  >[)ring  of  No  doubt,  those  stern  old  fatlu  rs  l>Ies>ed  the  for- 
1786,  some  50  emigraius  from  Ne'W  ll;iinp>hire  est  trees  that  gave  them  food  and  lil'e. 
and  ]Massaehu;-ett~,  l!-^-  x  Co.,  lei  l  -■.  1 1 i   1  h.  ;e  i     Largo  quanlhiea  nt'  com  and  (.ther  provisions 


The  lir.^r  settlers  ia  D.mvilic  |  were  brought  from  lOssex  County.  Ma.-s.,  \\I;enco 
Si:i<,    S:n  -'  rU    M^rriU,  Daniel  |  many  of  the  settk  rs  had  enii;:rafr.l,  a  tlisiaucc  of 

nearly  200  iniK  s.and  over  re>aiis  l..u\ly  passable. 


as  squatter 
were  Charle 

Wheeler,  Daniel  Cn.><,  A''i:;!mmi  .Morrill,  Jer 
emiah  Morrill,  Abner  .Morrill,  Paul  Morrill,  Jo 


17'jO.     Improvements  iiad  been  commenced 
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on  nearly  every  lot  in  town.  About  tliis  time,  j  the  area  of  Danvillo  to  be  33,483  acres,  or  over 
John  Webber  opened  tho  tirst  store  in  town,  on  |  50  square  miles. 

the  farm  now  owned  by  Gen.  Stephen  Dole,  near  j  1812.  Durinp^  tlio  war,  a  company  was  raided 
tlie  centre  of  the  town,  and  near  the  f^ite  of  the  |  here  to  servo  six  months.  This  company  was 
present  Centre  District  schoolhouse.  |  stationed  near  the  line.    Joseph  Morrill  wa.-i  the 

1792,  Oct.  29.  AValden  Gore,  containing  2,828  I  captain  ;  John  A.  Stanton,  lieutenant;  Luther 
acres,  and  situated  in  tho  western  part  of  the  ;  Bn;il)oe,  ensitrri ;  Harvey  Kclsey,  Luke  Swett, 
town,  was  annexed  to  thi.s  township.  i  Plummer  Sa^vJ-cr,  (who  had  already  served  in 

When  Caledonia  County  was  established  from  i  the  war  of  the  Revolution),  Samuel  Lantrmaid. 
a  portion  of  old  Oran-c,  there  arose  quite  a  strife  i  Solomon  Lanpmaid,  John  Bickford,  Peter  Heath, 
between  the  towns  of  Peacham  and  Danville,  as  |  William  Heath,  Asa  Glincs,  Moses  Varney,  Ja- 
to  which  should  be  the  shire  town.  Finally,  the  |  son  Wilkins,  Samuel  Lon^',  James  Watson, 
difficulty  was  adjusted  by  Danville's  being  made  ;  Leavitt  Daniels,  Stutson  West,  Ephraim  Hait^- 
thc  shire,  and  Peacham's  taking  the  grammar  i  horn,  Jeny  Walker,  Josh  Otis,  Noali  Willey, 
school.    1795.  I  who  was  stationed  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.    At  the 

1796,  Sept.  Aaron  Hartshorn  and  Thomas  i  expiration  of  the  six  months,  Captain  Morrill's 
Dow,  for  and  in  consideration  of  £30,  deeded  to  i  company  was  discharged.  He  then  raised  a  vol- 
the  County  a  parcel  of  land  containing  4  acres.  '  unteer  company  of  "  years  men,"  who  served 
situated  in  Danville  Green  Villa-e,  to  have  and  i  till  peace  was  declared.  Solomon  Langraaid 
to  hold  the  same  so  long  as  the  Public  Buildings  |  served  as  a  dragoon  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh. 
should  remain  at  Danville.  j  He  is  still  living  in  New  York,  as  ready  to  tight 

1S02.  Soon  after  this  township  was  granted,  |  against  tjTanny  as  ever.  Hiram  Kelsey  raised  a 
difficulties  began  to  arise  between  the  settlers  j  company,  but  was  not  called  out. 
and  the  several  grantees,  respecting  the  quantity  j  During  the  winter  of  1812,  there  were  two  com- 
of  land  -to  which  they  were  entitled.  Settlers' ,  panics  of  Kentucky  Dragoons  quartered  here, 
raeetings  were  holdcn,  and  committees  chosen  ;  i  commanded  by  Captains  Hall  and  Butler.  One 
there  were  proprietors' meetings  and  conferences;  ■  company  was  quartered  on  the  Charles  Sias 
but,  seemingly,  all  to  no  purpose,  riually,  the  ;  Pitch,  and  one  at  the  old  "Mcars"  house, 
matter  was  referred  to  the  General  Assembly.  \  about  a  mile  south  of  the  Green.  They  came 
Commissioners  were  appointed,  the  irrounds  of  from  Burlington  here  on  account  of  the  abund- 
difterence  investigated,  and  a  report  made.  Th(i  ance  of  forage  and  provisions.  Among  them  was 
result  of  these  investigations  and  deliberations  u  biir,  burly  bully,  who  considered  himself  in- 
was,  that  the  General  xVssembly  decided  on  issu- !  vineli.le  in  all  rough-and-tumble  fights,  and  was 
iu"",  and  did  accordingly  issue,  a  new  or  "(pii*  t- :  continually  annoyhig  all  who  came  in  contact 
uio>  charter"  to  the  proprietors,  November  12, ;  with  him.  One  day,  at  Cash's  Tavern,  in  the 
lgQ2.  j  Village,  sitting  before  the  huge  fireplace,  was  a 

The  first  survey  of  this  township  was  made  by  :  young  nnin  by  tho  name  of  John  Wilson,  who 
Eben  Thompson,  who  came  heiv  as  early  as  17S7,  had  just  returned  from  a  season's  work  at  i-ai'ting 
ani-was  one  of  the  first  who  settled  in  the  north  :  on  the  Canadiim  rivers.  He  was  a  tall,  power- 
part  of  the  town.  Joshua  Stevens  sometime  i  ful  man,  all  brawn,  and  sinews  like  whip-cord, 
after  made  a  re-survey,  altering  tho  former  lines  and  weighed  wdien  in  "fighting  trim  "  some  240 
in  certain  cases,  clipping  certain  lots,  and  adding  or  '50  pounds.  As  W^ilson  was  composedly  sit- 
to  others  ♦  His  survey  was  considered  tho  nitj^t  ting  there,  Mr.  Bully  took  a  chair,  and  dcliber- 
correct  •  and  the  lines  as  cstubiished  i>y  liim  arc  '  ately  sat  down  in  front  of  him,  (W.),  and  be- 
still  adhered  to  in  all  latter  transactions  touching  tween  him  and  the  fire.  Wilson  raised  his  foot, 
the  partition  of  lands.  '  ai'^l  "^^itli  tremendous  force  sent  him  spraAvling 

1805.  The  General  Asscm.bly  convened  here.  ■  into  the  tire.  Bidly  lea{)ed  up,  and  made  ac 
The  House  met  in  the  old  C^-'^'rt  lluuso  hall ;  Wilson,  who  met  him  Avith  a  blow  that  would 
the  Council  met  in  the  hall  of  the  hotel.  The  :  have  stunned  an  ox.  Two  of  Bully's  friends 
old  Court  House  at  that  time  stue.d  <.n  the  west  then  essayed  to  help,  but  Wilson,  backing  into  a 
side  of  the  Green,  nearly  oppo>ite  the  Bank,  comer,  knocked  them  down  as  often  as  they 
The  Jail  stood  on  the  east  side  of  iJio  Green,  came  within  reach  of  his  arm.  Wilson's  sledge- 
•  opposite  the  Court  House.  j  hammer  blows  soon  decided  the  day  in  his  favor. 

Dcwcysbur'^h  was  a  tract  of  5, ".10  acres,  lying  !  "Now,"  says  Wilson,  "  I  liave  two  brothers  at 
betweeu'Danvillc  and  I'eacham.  fn-m  its  shape  home,  and  wo  three  will  bo  here  on  such  a  day, 
called  the  Boot,  and  chartered  to  Elijah  Dewey:  (naming  it),  when  wo  will  engage  to  whip  the 
and  associates  Feb.  28,  17>^2.  li  was  organized  whole  regiment  of  you."  They  came  on  tho  ap- 
as  a  town,  and  represented  in  the  Gcneml  As.-em-  pointed  day,  but  their  antagonists  did  not  see  fit 
bly  four  years.  ,  "ppear. 

1810,  isov.  W^is  divided  by  act  of  the  I>t\LMS-  j  IS26.  The  Bank  of  Caledonia,  located  in  this 
laturc,  and  tho  sontliern  half  annexed  to  I'eaeh- .  town,  was  chartered,  with  a  capital  of  ;?50,000, 
am,  and  tho  uortheni  half  to  Danville,  making  ^  biuco  increased  to  S75,000. 


DANVILLE. 


l^rx    Erysipelas,  in  its  most  malignant  form,  i  the  land  for  the  abundance  and  eupcrior  quality 

of  its  trout ;  hut  now,  alas !  contuinini^  only 
the  voracious  pike,  sui  kcr,  and  other  of  this  ilk. 
Some  25  or  30  y«Mirs  ap^o,  some  very  puhlic-fpir- 
itcd  and  henevok-ntly-minded  scamp  transported 
a  quantity  of  those  destroyers  from  afar  into  Ly- 
ford's  Pond,  whose  waters  eonneet  with  Joe's 
Pond,  and  has  been  rewarded  ever  since  with  the 
curses  of  every  decent  man  in  the  country. 


ra-a'd  here,  carrying  off  some  DO  or  40  persons, 
nio-tlv  v'oung  persons  and  women  at  childbirth. 

During  the  early  history  of  the  town,  it  had  a 
marked  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  State ; 
and  for  many  years,  even  up  to  and  during  Anti- 
Masodie  times,  (from  1828  to  18.35),  stood  among 
the  foremost  in  the  State  for  its  wealth  and  pro- 
ductions, the  energy  and  public  spirit  of  its  peo- 
ple. Its  citizens  were  the  recipients  of  the  high- 
est honors  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  Many 
causes,  however,  both  physical  and  moral,  which 
we  have  not  space  to  detail,  have  operated  seri- 
ously to  lessen  her  influence  and  popularity. 
Old  Danville  has  settled  down  at  length  into  a 


CONGKEGATIONAL  CUUECH. 

BY  HON.  A. 

This  church  was  organized  Aug.  7,  1792;  20 


persons  then  became  members,  some  by  letter, 
some  by  profession,  and  othci*s  belonging  to  dif- 
quiet,  staid  old  town,  shorn  of  her  honors,  and  1  fcrent  denominations.     The  Kev.  John  Fitch 


forgotten  of  those  who  once  were  glad  of  her 
protection. 

1855.  The  General  Assembly,  setting  at 
naught  its  former  guarantees  and  obligations  of 
1795,  and  against  the  express  Avishes  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  county,  removed  the  public  build- 
ings to  St.  Johnsbury. 

1860.    Danville  generally,  the  nonhcrn  and 


eastern  portions  espec 


iallv,  is  not  surpassed  in 


the  northern  portion  of  the  State  for  its  depth 
and  richness  of  soil,  the  abundance  and  quality 
of  its  productions.  It  is  well  watered  and  well 
timbered.  There  are  three  medicinal  springs  in 
town,  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  gas  and  iron.     One  is  near  North 


was  then  invited  to  take  its  pastoral  charge,  and 
on  the  .'30th  of  Oct.,  1793,  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled as  their  first  pastor,  —  salary  $275  per 
annum.  Ilis  ministry  extended  to  Oct.  1,  1816, 
a  term  of  23  years,  when  his  pastoral  relation 
with  the  church  and  society  ceased. 

Ilev.  Jeremiah  Flint  succeeded  him,  and  was 
settled  as  their  pastor  July,  1817,  and  in  March, 
1818,  was  dismissed.  Kev.  Edward  Hollister 
was  settled  March  26, 1823,  and,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  dismissed  May  7,  1826.  FIc  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Ecv.  Elderkin  J.  Boardman,  set- 
tled Jan.  3,  1827,  and  dismissed  Oct.  9,  1S33; 
120  were  added  to  tlic  church  during  his  pasto- 
rate.   Kcv.  David  A.  Jones,  from  England,  was 


Danville  Village,  one  about  a  mile  east  of  Dan- 1  settled  March  25,  1835,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
ville  Green  Village,  the  thii-d  is  by  the  bankof|4jh  year  dismissed.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
Joe's  Brook,  a  short  distance  below  Grcenbank's  |  year  1S40,  iiev,  R.  C.  Hand  commenced  his 
Village.  The  three  are  in  a  direct  N.  and  S,  j  minisciy  in  Danville,  and  after  about  1  year  was 
line.  There  are  five  i-illages  here.  The  oldest  |  in^talLul  its  pastor.  INIr.  Hand  was  dismissed 
in  point  of  time,  and  largest  in  size,  is  Daiiville  j  Sept.  16,  184G,  after  an  acceptable  and  useful 
Green  Village,  veiy  pleasantly  situated  on  elc-  j  ministry  of  5^  years.  Rev.  David  Perry  was 
vated  land,  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  in  j  sotdcd  in  Feb.  1847,  and  dismissed  April,  1850. 
the  midst  of  a  fine  farming  country.  It  com- 
mands a  surpassingly  beautiful  view  of  the  far- 
famed  White  liills  and  Franconia  Notch,  which 
loom  up  majestically  against  the  eastern  sky. 

North  Danville  Village,  five  miles  north  of 
the  Green,  is  on  Sleeper's  Brook,  a  tributary  of 
the  Passumpsic  River,  and  is  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  some  of  the  finest  land  in  town. 
Samuel  Chambcrlin  was  the  first  to  make  im- 
provements at  this  poin't,  having  removed  here 
from  his  former  location  on  what  is  called  the 
old  Trescott  Place,  some  one  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  the  Green,  in  accordance  with  the  sug- 
gestion and  advice  of  Gen.  Ciiainbcrlin,  who 
came  from  Peacham  on  a  visit.  Wot  Danville 
Village,  Harvev's  lIi;llow,  and  Grcenbank's  VU- 
la"-es,  are  on  Joe's  Brook,  and  have  tine  mill- 
privileges.  Jes.-e  Leavenworth,  one  of  the  orig- 
inal grantees  of  the  town,  settled  in  town  very 


He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  John  Dudley,  a^s 
stated  supj)ly,  for  the  term  of  6  years.  The 
Rev.  John  E;vstnian  is  now  acting  pastor,  hav- 
ing acceptably  supplied  the  pulpit  foD  the  last  4 
years. 

While  the  church  has  had  in  its  communion 
600  members,  tlie  whole  membership  at  present 
is  but  140.  Four  meeting-houses  have  been 
built  by  the  church  and  society  since  its  organ- 
ization, and  tlicir  present  house  of  worship,  built 
in  modern  style,  is  a  large,  beautiful  edifice, 
with  bell,  organ,  and  clock. 

METHODIST  CIIUKCII. 

RY  JUDGE  IIOWAUU  oK  PANVILLK. 

The  first  records  of  the  Methodist  Church  at 
Danville  Station  show  the  first  <|uarterly  meet- 
ing was  holdcn  Oct.  1-2, 180.3,  and  Elder  Lewis 
Bates  the  first  minister,  or 


)ne  of  the  first,  as 

I  llazcn  .Military  lload,  I  Phhicas  Peck  appears  to  have  been  there  about 


early,  on  or  near  iiic 

wliich  runs  throuu^h  the  western  part  of  the  town, 
and  he  erected  \\.<-  milU  at  We^t  Danville  \'il- 
lage,  at  the  mcnuii  uf  .Joe's  I'oud.    Joe's  Pond  |  for  anytliing  that  appears  of  record,  tlio  only 
covers  about  1,000  actvs,  and  was  oqcc  famed  in  I  steward  at  that  time.    Danville  circuit,  as  early 


the  same  time. 

Samuel  Bachelder  was  steward  in  ISill,  and, 
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as  IS06  and  proluil^ly  as  early  as  1S03,  cnil)racc(l 
witliia  itd  I)()uiul.s  the  towus  <..f  DanvilK',  liurtoii, 
Burke,  Cabot,  Grocii.-horo',  Ilanlwick,  Kirl)y. 
Lyndon,  reacliam,  Sutton,  (ilien  called  Billy- 
mead,)  Waldcn,  and  Waterfurd.  Tlicso  towns 
were  probably  visited  and  supplied  with  Mctlio- 
dist  preachinj^  at  stated  periods,  as  the  itinerants 
passed  around  the  cireuit. 

Aaron  Bickt'ord  was  baptized  by  LldtT  «Just'pli 
Crawford,  Sept.  oO,  1S03,  and  is  probalily  the 
first  person  baptized  on  this  circuit.  Nathaniel 
Hart  and  John  Baehelder  were  baptized  Oct.  1, 
1803,  by  the  same  elder,  which  were  the  only  per- 
sons baptized  on  the  circuit  that  year.  In  ISOl, 
there  were  some  20,  or  more,  bajttized ;  and 
among  the  number  appears  the  name  of  Solo- 
mon Sias,  as  receiving  that  ordinance  July  22, 
and  Wilbur  Fisk,  on  the  9th  day  of  Sv;pt. 
Archelaus  Sias.  was  baptized  Dec.  21,  ISOj,  and 
his  wife  Jan.  5, 1806,  both  by  Joseph  Fairbanks, 
circuit  preacher,  and  were  received  into  the 
church,  Jan.,  1806.  Solomon  Sias  was  received 
into  the  church,  and  "licensed  to  travel  and 
preach,"  in  1805,  and  in  a  very  few  years  be- 
came quite  a  popular  preacher,  and  for  many 
years  exerted  a  very  favorable  and  controlling 
influence  throughout  New  England.  Archelaus 
Sias  became  a  local  elder,  and  s[>ent  his  days  in 
Danville,  where,  by  his  uniform,  [)iou.s  and  con- 
sistent^ life,  h<i  has  exerted  an  intiueufc  in  fivor 
of  religion  worthy  of  the  mau  and  uf  Metiiu  iL>!ii, 

The  Methodist  chmx-h  at  Daaville  had  no 
meeting-house  in  wliicli  to  worship  uiiiil  the  \\  nr 
1822 ;  that  year  they  built  aehapel  40  by  53  fct, 
on  land  given  to  the  church  by  the  Hon.  B.  F. 
Deming.  It  was  a  neat,  [>Wm  houx-,  \n  a  pleas- 
ant location,  and  cost  nut  fir  from  fJi'OO. 

In  1825,  the  church  built  the  present  par-non- 
age, with  a  small  barn  artuched.  A  t;cw  i-arn 
has  since  been  built,  and  the  par^onaje  repaireil. 

In  1842-3  the  chapel  was  uiovd  b.i.-k  a  i\\v 
feet  and  raised  up,  and  enlarL^ed  hy  22  fit  addi- 
tion in  front,  with  a  cupola  upon  it,  a-i  1  a  base- 
ment story  underneath.  The  hoi:.-«e  i-;  hr.i-'ied 
inside  in  a  very  neat  style,  all  new  pew-,  aud  a 
pulpit  of  a  more  modern  height  and  form  than 
the  old  one,  all  of  which  coat  nearly,  ur  quite, 
$2000. 

[Ofthe  Baptist  church  or  churches  in  Danville, 
we  have,  as  yet,  received  no  aecouiu ,  i»u(  ear- 
nestly request  them  to  scud  iu  iJieir  record  for  the 
next  number.  l 

PHILLirS  ACADKilY. 

BY  HON'.  A.  >r(MII  !. AN. 

This  institution  was  chartered  by  an  aet  of 
tho  Legislature  of  Vcnnoiu,  (Kt.  l^-jn. 

By  the  will  of  W.  d  U  I'  .u  \\  i:  p.  a  >  r.l 
zcn  of  the  town  of  Dau-.-ilc,  t:i.;  r^aiu  .if  :--''0.) 
was  bequeathe  d  ;in  I  -ivci  its  i'JiaMt.uits,  piw- 
vided  they,        ai.v  j  irt  of  -hould  Iwrtli- 

with  erect  luid  liniah  a  suiuiblo  aud  substantial 


building  near  tlie  Green,  to  be  distinguished  and 
known  as  "Phillips  Academy;"  and  also  pro- 
cure from  the  Legislature  an  act  of  incorporation. 

Througii  tlie  generous  contrii>utions  of  a  few 
of  the  inhahitants  of  the  said  town,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  will  were  complied  with,  a  beautiful 
and  iin|)Obing  cdihee  erected;  and  in  Oct.  1841, 
tlic  institution  went  into  successful  operation, 
under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  A.  Fleming.  Its 
success  up  to  the  present  day  gives  evidence  of 
its  usefulne>is. 


TOWN  STATISTICS  OF  18C0. 

FUKXIStlED  BY  JUDGE  MCMILLAN. 

Population,  June  1,  1860,  2547. 
Productions  of  the  year  preening  June  1,  1860. 
Potatoes,  58,183  bushels, 
i     Butter,  114,080  pounds. 
Maple  sngai-,  165,925  lbs. 
Hay,  8,272  fens. 

Horses,  June  1,  1860,    795.  ' 
Cows,     do.       do.  1,234. 
Other  cattle,       do.    2,290.  .  .  . 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


[^Ye  here  resume  IVIr.  Alexander's  MS.  —  Ed.] 

ELI  BICKFOKD 
Was  bom  in  Durham,  N.  H.,  Sept.  29,  1754. 
i  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  with  his 
i  parents;  but,  during  his  21st  year,  war  having 
i  broken  out  with  England,  aroused  at  once  the 
j  spirit  of  independence  and  resistance  against 
i  oppression.    Being  of  a  bold  and  adventurous 
j  spirit,  he  soon  enlisted  as  a  private  iu  his  coun- 
j  try's  service.    Several  mouths,  however,  having 
i  eLipsed,  and  being  called  into  no  engagement 
\  with  the  enemy,  loginging  for  more  excitins: 
!  scenes,  ho  embarked  on  board  a  vessel  privately 
j  cruising  on  the  north-east  coast.    During  tlieir 
I  tirst  engagement  with  an  English  man-of-A\  ar,  he, 
1  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  were  takeu  prisoners, 
;  and  for  a  time  conlined  on  board  the  "  OldJersoi." 
\  Soon,  with  others,  he  was  sent  to  England,  where 
j  for  more  than  four  years  he  was  kept  in  close 
j  confmetnent.    Many  pleasing  anecdotes  are  re- 
j  latcd  by  him,  concerning  this  period  of  his  life, 
j  Having  found  a  piece  of  the  hinge  of  a  door,  the 
I  pri>oners  formed  a  plan  to  escape,  by  digging  a 
i  passage  under  ground  sufficient  to  admit  of  their 
e;j;ress.    One  morning  the  keeijcr  came  into  the 
prison  and  said,  "  Well,  Bickford,  I  hear  that 
you  are  digging  out ;  how  soon  will  you  be 
ready  to  go '? "    "  To-mon-ow  nii^ht,"  was  the 
reply.  "  Oh,  tliat  is  only  some  of  your  nonsense," 
was  tho  rejoinder  of  the  keeper.    To  which  Bick- 
tord  ri'iilied,  "  However,  this  is  our  intention;" 
and  when  the  linic  came  the  keejier  tound  ii  true. 
Aft*  r  uii.'-u'ing  a  passage  for  souu^  lii^taiux^  under 
^Ti'iiud,  eoucealiiig  tho  dirt  iu  lin  ir  luunnioek^, 
'ii  idi'  into  baus  tor  tliis  j)ur[)u.>e,  coming  uiuier 
uu  adjuiuuig  house,  they  took  up  the  brick  lluor, 
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unlocked  the  door,  and  passed  out.  After  con- 
cealiai;  themselves  for  n  time,  hopinp^  by  some 
uieaiis  to  escape  from  the  Ishind,  but  bointj^  un- 
able to  do  so  on  account  of  the  viL^ilant  watch 
which  was  instituted,  they  finally  made  a  con- 
tract with  a  man  who  should  return  them  to  the 
prison,  and  give  thcni  one  half  of  the  reward  of 
40  shillings  sterling  which  v.  as  oftored  for  their 
recapture.  So  successful  was  this  game  that  it 
was  afterward  played  several  times,  whenever 
their  empty  purses  needed  replenishing.  At 
length,  when  peace  was  declared,  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  being  raa<lc,  he  was  set  at  liberty,  and  j 
retiuTicd  to  Kew  Hampshire,  where  he  was  soon  I 
married  to  Abigail  Rand,  of  Dcerlield.  Owing 
to  the  depreciation  in  value  of  Contincnkd  money 
at  this  time,  liis  entire  property,  personal  and 
real  estate,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $7,  one  of 
which  went  to  pay  the  parson's  fee. 

In  1792  and  '93,  many  settlers  emigrated  to 
Northern  Vermont ;  and  he  among  the  rest,  with  i 
his  wife  and  4  children,  found  a  home  in  what  was 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.    Selecting  a 
location  in  the  eastern  part  of  Danville,  he  at  j 
once  commenced  the  arduous  work  of  clearing ! 
up  a  farm  and  erecting  a  log  house.  Scarcely 
had  he  commenced  his  laboi's  before  he  was  pros- 
trated by  a  fever,  and  the  strong  man  was  laid 
low.    Dark  was  the  prospect  which  opened  be- 
fore him.    A  long,  cold  winter  had  already  com- 
menced.   The  settlers,  it  is  true,  were  kind ;  but 
they,  too,  were  poor,  and  so  few  in  number  that 
;Mr.  Biciiford  has  fi-equently  said  that  he  has 
seen  all  the  men  in  town  sit  on  one  Joq.  Added 
to  this,  his  house  was  not  yet  completed.  One 
day,  as  a  neighbor  listened  to  his  delirious  vacra- 
ries  and  fearful  forebodings  while  his  reason  v,-;xs  } 
wanderinof,  the  man  remarked  that  "this  h<iuse 
must  be  finished."    The  neighbors  Lmracdiatoly 
rallied,  the  house  was  completed,  and  JMr.  B. 
and  his  family  entered  upon  its  occupancy.  Of- 
ten has  he  remarked  that  never  was  he  so  !iap[!y  i 
in  his  life  as  when  he  first  took  possession  of  his  i 
new  home.    With  untiring  energy  he  toiled  on, 
until  he  had  acquired  a  competency  for  himself 
and  9  children,  causing  his  wilderness  liomc  to 
bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose.    "When  in  after 
years  his  sons  and  daughters  left  their  paternal 
home  to  go  forth  into  the  ^\■ide  world,  his  feet  still 
lingered  around  the  old  homestead,  where  were 
associated  so  many  pleasant  scenes  of  the  past ; 
and  when  the  snows  of  more  than  50  winters 
had  sprinkled  the  brow  of  his  younirest  bom, 
and  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren  gath- 
ered in  the  old  homestead,  his  cheerful  laugh  and 
pleasant  voice  was  heard  recountiTig  the  scenes 
of  the  long  ago, — the  freshness  of  youth  that 
Btill  lingered  about  his  heart  rendering  him  a  fit 
companion  for  every  a-::** ;  hut  when  a  ccntur}- 
had  passed,  and  V  \\  him  still  tos^<'d  ujton  litl-s 
billows,  flioi]i;ht  Irfr.  the  ln;sy  present  and  wan- 
dered back  to  the  l/i  ii;l:t  scenes  of  the  past.  The 
Old  man  was  a  child  again.    On  the  5th  of  May, 


183G,  at  the  a<lvanccd  ago  of  101  years  7  montha 
and  6  day.^,  he  peacefully  passed  up  to  the 
Saviour  whom  ho  had  long  loved. 

UON.  ISR.\EL  PUTNAM  DANA 

Waa  boni  in  Pomfret,  Vt.,  April  13,  1774,  and 
from  thence  came  with  his  family  to  Danville  in 
1805.  He  was  the  fifth  of  a  family  of  12  chil- 
dren of  John  Winchester  Dana,  one  of  the  first 
proprietors  and  settlers  of  that  town,  who  camo 
from  Pomfret,  Conn.  Ilis  motluT  was  Hannah, 
oldest  daughter  of  (jen.  Israel  I'utnan),  of  Rev- 
olutionary fame.  She  inherited  and  transmitted 
much  of  her  father's  spirit  to  her  large  family. 

It  will  illustruto  the  hardships  which  were  en- 
countered in  the  early  settlement  of  Vermont,  if 
we  here  put  on  record  the  narrative  of  an  authen- 
tic tradition,  that  at  the  birth  of  Israel  Putnam 
his  father  had  to  draw  the  midwife  6  miles  over 
the  hills  and  through  deep  snows,  on  a  hand-sled. 
So  exhausting:  was  the  labor,  that,  stopping  to 
rest  for  a  moment  at  the  sugar-cam [>  of  his  neigh- 
bor, Ahidah  Smith,  ho  sank  down  insensible, 
and  Mr.  S.  went  on  with  the  doctress  ;  thus  ren- 
dering an  important  serv  ice  to  his  future  son-in- 
law, —  the  child  then  bom,  —  who  twenty-four 
years  after  iK-carne  the  husband  of  Sarah  Smith. 

Durinsi;  his  residence  in  Pomfret,  Mr.  Dana  was 
engaged  chiefiy  in  trade.  The  native  elements 
of  character  which  marked  him  so  decisively  for 
a  leader  in  whatever  sphere  he  moved,  had  se- 
cured for  him  tlie  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Vennont 
militia,  wiiich  at  that  period  merited  and  com- 
manded respect.  On  his  removal  to  Danville, 
ho  kept  for  3  or  4  years  the  tavern  on  the  old 
stand,  near  the  present  location  of  the  Bank.  He 
soon  also  resumed  his  mercantile  pursuits,  in 
wliich  he  contiiuKd  during  his  active  life.  As  a 
merchant  he  was  enterprising  and  successful,  and 
his  store  was  for  many  years  an  important  and 
well-known  centre  for  a  wide  region. 

Ho  was  elected  liigh  sheriff  for  Caledonia 
County,  A.D.  IS^S,  and  lield  the  ofiicc  5  years. 
In  1809,  he  took  the  first  company  of  prisoners 
to  the  new  state  prison  at  Windsor,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  whippin!,'-post  was  employed  in  dis- 
pensing justice  to  ortonders  no  longer. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  he  was  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  national  adinini>tration,  and  active 
in  measures  for  the  prosecution  <^f  the  war.  At 
one  time  he  made  two  journvys  to  Boston  and 
back,  a  distance  of  more  than  IGO  miles,  on 
horseback,  in  12  days,  usiiiix  the  same  horse 
through  the  entire  trip.    He  was  much  employed 
in  raising  volunteers  for  the  service  and  in  fur- 
nishing tho  comuu^sariat  for  considerable  num- 
bers of  the  soldiers  (juartercd  from  timo  to  time 
i  in  Danville.    In  1814,  he  raised  a  company,  and 
'  wa-i  on  his  v.ay  wirU  them  to  Uurlinirton  as  cora- 
I  r;jander,  when  ho  was  met  at  Monfpclior  by 
I  intelligence  of  the  decisive  battle  of  Platrsbnrg. 
!  After  tho  war  ho  was  a]>poititv<l  (h. Hector,  for  a 
I  largo  district  of  Northern  Vemiout,  of  tlic  direct 
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tax  levied  by  tho  United  States  provcmment,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  tliis  office  found  much  arduous  employ- 
ment. 


74.  The  wife  of  his  youth  survived  him  tivo 
years. 

It  may  bo  of  sufficient  interest  to  add,  that  the 
Rev.  Judah  Dana,  of  Fryeburg,  ]Me.,  for  some 


In  later  years,  he  was  for  a  ron'^iderablc  period  years  U.  S.  Senator,  and  enjoying  the  contidenco 
member  of  tho  Governor's  Council,  1h  fore  that  of  Gen.  Jackson,  was  an  older  brother. 


organization  gave  place  to  our  pn.'-ent  Senate, 
and  in  this  position  he  exerted  a  wide  and  impor- 
tant influence  on  the  legislation  of  the  State. 
Ho  was  prominent  in  the  foVmati«)n,  and  for 
several  years  the  Jirst  president  of  tlic  Vermont 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  The  IV.iuk 
of  Caledonia  was  also  hirgely  indebted  to  his 
agency  in  securing  its  charter  and  organiz:iiiou. 

Colonel  Dana  was  a  man  decided  in  his  opin- 
ions, firm  in  his  convictions,  yet  always  charita- 
ble to  such  as  diiiercd  from  him,  and  generous 
to  an  opponent.    He  possessed  that  enteq/ri-e. 


HON.  JOSEPH  MORRILL 

Was  bom  at  Brentwood,  N.  H.,  in  December, 
I T;."),  and  had  he  lived  till  the  next  December, 
would  have  been  84  years  old.  "When  about  21 
years  old  he  came  to  Danville,  and  in  a  year  or 
two  afterwards  became  a  resident  of  our  villag.^ 
where  he  has  always  resided.  He  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  was  a  recruiting  ofiicer,  held  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  and  at  one  time  was  stationed 
on  the  Canada  frontier  near  Derby  Line.  At 
another  time  he  recruited  a  company  of  soldiers 
in  this  town,  was  appointed  captain,  and  served 


public  spirit,  courage,  and  discretion,  wliicli, 
united  iu  any  person,  make  their  mark  on  a  com-  j  \\  h\i  them  several  months  near  Lake  Champlain. 
munity,  and  exert  a  signal  influence,  e-pcei.il!v  j  In  1S22,  Mr.  Morrill  was  elected  a  member  of 
in  the  development  of  a  new  settlement.  It  wus  ,  the  Legislature,  and  also,  we  believe,  represenicd 
the  habit  of  his  mind  to  look  below  the  sud-u-e:  |  the  town  another  year.  In  1823  and  1824,  he 
to  trace  the  underlying  currents  of  lari^cr,  v.  idcr  |  held  the  office  of  County  Court  Judge,  and  sub- 
influences ;  to  plant  himself  upon  and  never  tLike  I  sequently,  for  many  years,  held  the  place  of 
his  departure  from  sound  principles-..  He  had  an  j  County  Treasurer.  The  best  years  of  liis  lit^ 
eye  keen  to  discern  the  right  thing  to  l>e  done  in  j  v.-ere  devoted  to  active  business  pursuits.  For 
critical  or  perplexing  circumstances ;  and,  as  he  j  many  years  previous  to  his  death  he  lived  in 
often  said,  made  it  a  rule  to  act  from  first  impres-  j  quiet  retirement,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  religious 
sions,  and  that  instanter.  Though  ncvt-r  incliui.'d  faith,  that  of  the  ?*Iethodist  denomination,  of 
to  protrude  himself,  but  rather  marked  by  a  true 


modesty  of  disposition,  he  was,  however,  always 
ready  to  act,  wherever  ho  could  do  so  wisely. 
Indolence  or  timidity  did  not  tempt  him  to  wait 
on  the  leadership  of  some  more  efficient  mind. 
The  to\vTi  and  the  county  owe  much  for  the  de- 
velopment of  their  institutions  and  resources  to 
his  agency  and  inspiration,  and  his  name  must 


which  church  he  was  a  constant  and  devoted 
member.    All  men  speak  well  of  the  dead.  — 
Xorth  Star." 

EBENEZEK  EATON 

Was  a  prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen, 
lie  was  prominently  known,  not  only  in  his  o^vn 
vicinity,  but  throughout  the  State,  as  the  founder, 
fill  a  conspicuous  place  in  any  just  estimate  of!  and  for  many  years  tho  editor,  of  the  Xoi-th  Star. 
their  early  history.  |  He  lirst  came  to  Danville,  with  his  family,  in  the 

His  mind  was  essentially  reverent.  He  al- 1  autumn  of  1806.  Ho  was  then  about  30  years 
ways  held  firmly,  as  he  was  early  tau!j:ht,  the  i  of  age.  The  town,  prior  to  that  period,  had  been 
truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  he  found  j  established  as  the  county  seat,  and  the  village 
them  practically  powernil  and  prccir.as  in  }jis  j  had  commenced  to  grow  rapidly.  Previous  to 
ovra  experience.    For  30  years  h^»  wa-<  an  of-  tiiis  time,  also,  a  newspaper  had  been  established 


ficient  and  consistent  mendx:^  of  the  C  in-re- 
gational  church  in  Danville,  carrying  his  native 
zeal,  courage,  and  prudence  in  counsel  into  his 
religious  activity.  His  love  for  the  cau-e,  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  strong  and -ardent,  and 
his  house  a  home  for  ministers  of  tlie  jjo-fvl 
and  the  early  missionaries  who  hdK»rc<l  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  To  the  Amt-rican  Bo  nd, 
of  which  he  was  an  early  and  fa-t  fri'-nd.  lie  con- 
tributed for  the  support  of  it-  fon-i'.'u  mii.-^ionaiy 
enterprise.    His  eldest  dan-lit'T,  Frances,  l-cnime 


at  Peacham,  and,  wo  believe,  was  still  being 
[)ubli.-hcd  at  the  time  it  was  determined  to  estab- 
lish tho  Star  at  Danville.  The  paper  at  Peacham, 
however,  was  soon  after  discontinued.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  several  leading  citizens  of  Danville  the 
name  to  be  given  the  new  paper  was  fully  can- 
vassed ;  and  after  various  names  had  been  sucr- 
gestcd,  Mr.  Aaron  Porter  finally  proposed  that 
**  The  Xorth  Star"  bo  tho  title,  which  suggestion 
w;vs  at  once  unanimously  adopted. 

The  first  nunikT  of  the  Star  was  issued  the 


the  wife  of  Rev.  An-iiu  ili.'.en,  wh'>:^«  )>nst»ira!  j  first  week  in  January,  1807.  It  was  a  small- 
life  of  more  than  40  years  was  8i»cnt  in  Hartford  ^  sized  sheet,  but  well  filled  with  political  and  mis- 


and  Berlin.    Her  mwn  i  .  i:v.r  chil  hen 
Sophia,  became  n»i-;M>i!iai ie><  of  the 
former  in  India,  tlic  la'ter  in  i'cr 
of  Rev.  David  S.  S;  h1  i.ir.l. 

Col.  Dana  died  June  22,  1,!^4'^,  at 


All'Mi  and  j  eellaneous  reading.     Its  politics  were  clca!  'y 


■  Board  ;  tljj" 
a,  it-<  the  wile 


the  a^c  ot 


defined,  as  beiuL:  Republican,  in  opposition  to  tl'.e 
then  styled  Fedrral  party.  Fe>r  more  than  30 
V'.'ars,  Mr.  Eaton  was  tiie  prin"inal  editor  of  !b.o 
^tar  i  and  during  tliis  period,  Ids  writings  and 
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tlio  selections  for  his  pai)cr  exerted  a  marked  in- 
fluenec  ui)on  the  public  mind.  Duntiir  part  of 
the  time,  the  paper  had  a  very  larixc  cin  uhition. 
probably  hu-ger  than  any  other  political  journal 
in  the  State.  In  several  of  tlie  party  contests  of 
that  day,  it  had  also  a  wide  and  commanding  in- 
fluence. As  a  political  writer,  Mr.  Eaton  was 
frank,  fearless,  and  honest  iu  the  ex[)rcssion  of 
his  opinions.  Iu  short,  he  was  a  good  ei.litor, 
and  continued  actively  in  that  capacity  until 
1841,  when  his  son,  N.  II.  Eaton,  became  the 
principal  editor  and  pro;>rietor  of  the  Slar,  wluch 
is  still  published  by  him  at  Danville.  U[i  to  the 
close  of  Mr.  Eaton's  life,  however,  lie  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  son  as  nominal  editor  of  the  Star. 

Personally,  no  man  was  more  highly  respected, 
yea,  beloved,  by  all  classes,  than  Ebcnezcr  Eaton. 
Though  not  rich  in  this  world's  goods,  yet  he 
was  rich  in  the  honor  and  regard  extended  to 
him  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  all  who  knew 
him  by  personal  acquaintance.  He  was  kind, 
social,  generous,  and  ever  compassionate  to  the 
sick  and  aflSicted.  As  early  as  1S18,  Mr.  Eaton 
became  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church ; 
and  from  that  time  until  the  hour  of  his  death, 
ever  exemplified  the  character  of  a  sincere,  de- 
voted, liberal-minded  Christian.  He  manifested 
this  character  in  all  the  daily  walks  of  life  ;  and 
especially  dming  the  18  years  prior  to  his  death, 
when,  released  from  the  cares  and  perplexities  of 
active  business,  his  Christian  light  shone  pre- 
eminent. It  had  a  marked  and  salutary  effect 
on  those  around  him.  Every  one  loved  and 
honored  "  Father  Eaton."  He  retained  his  pliys- 
ical  and  mental  faculties  until  within  about  two 
months  prior  to  his  decease.  He  died,  calm  and 
happy,  at  his  residence  in  Danville,  January  31, 
1859,  at  the  ripe  age  of  82  years. 

HON.  WM.  A.  PALMER 

TVas  bom  in  the  town  of  Hebron,  Ct.,  Sept.  12, 
1781.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah 
Palmer,  who  emigrated  from  England  bctore  the 
Revolution,  and  was  the  fourth  son  of  a  family  of 
4  sons  and  4  daughters,  who  all  came  to  tlic  aire 
of  80  years  and  upwards,  except  the  subject  of 
this  notice. 

At  an  early  age  during  his  minority,  lie  met 
with  a  ca.=ualty  in  falling  upon  the  ice  with  an 
axe,  by  which  he  lost  a  part  of  one  of  his  hands. 
This  occurrence  seemed  to  be  the  mcau'*  of  de- 
termining his  future  course  of  life.  I5y  being 
measurably  precluded  from  manual  labor,  he  re- 
solved on  the  study  of  a  profession,  and  soon 
entered,  with  this  view,  the  law  (jfiiec  of  the  late 
Hon.  Judge  Peters,  of  Hartford,  Ct.  He  ivniained 
licrc  for  a  time;  when  he  resolve*!  to  s<  i  k  !iis 
fortune  in  the  new  State  of  Vernn)nt,  about 
which,  at  that  time,  considerable  was  said  as 
being  a  good  placo  to  emigrate  to.  Following 
np  the  Connecticut  River,  he  finally  found  his 
way  to  Chelsea,  Vt.,  where  ho  entered  the  otlico 
of  Daniel  Buck,  Esq.,  wiih  whom  he  remained 


for  some  time,  perfecting  himself  more  fully  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Thinking  himself  tolerably  well  qualified  for 
the  practice  of  law,  he  ap[)lied  fur  admission  to 
the  bar  of  Onmge  County,  and  waa  admitted  in 
due  form  soon  after.  He  then  very  soon  started 
on  a  tour  of  iihsorvation  northward,  travelling  as 
far  as  Browjiington,  stopping  a  short  time  iu 
the  office  of  Wm.  Baxter,  Esq.,  who  at  that 
time  and  subsequently  was  a  lav/yer  of  consid- 
erable eminence  in  that  place.  He  afterward 
went  to  Derby  with  a  view  of  locating  himself 
there,  but  not  liking  entirely  his  situation  there, 
retunicd  as  far  as  St.  Johnsbury,  where  he  made 
a  stand  and  opened  an  oflice  for  the  practice  of 
law.  Tlus  was  about  the  year  1805  or  there- 
abouts. 

He  remained  at  St.  Johnsbury  for  a  term  of  2 
or  3  years,  xvhon  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Judge  of  Probate  for  Caledonia  County,  and 
removed  to  Danville,  the  then  county  scat.  He 
held  this  ofiice  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  also 
during  tliis  time  was  County  Clerk,  —  in  the 
mean  time  being  frequently  elected  to  represent 
said  town  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Couit  of  Vermont  in  1815 
(I  think).  Holding  this  ofiice  for  about  2  years, 
he  resigned  the  same.  In  1817,  he  was  elected 
as  Senator  in  Congress  for  6  years,  and  also  1 
year  to  fill  a  v;-u"ancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  James  Fisk  {I  think).  He  took  his  scat  in 
Congress  in  December,  1818,  serving  in  this  ca- 
pacity for  7  years,  which  terminated  in  1825. 
For  the  next  2  or  3  years  he  held  no  office,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  representing  Danville  1  year  in 
the  Legislature,  where  he  was  instrumental  in 
getting  passed  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Cale- 
donia, located  at  DanWlle,  —  devoting  himself 
during  this  time  to  his  favorite  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture. In  1 830,  he  was  nominated  for  the 
ofiice  of  Cioveraor,  but  fixiled  this  year  in  the 
election,  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Crafts  being  the  suc- 
cessful candidate.  Ho  was,  however,  elected 
Governor  in  IS31,  holding  the  office  4  years, 
bringing  it  down  to  1S35. 

This  may  b«  said  to  have  terminated  his  pub- 
lic life,  although  he  was  chosen  as  ilelegate  after- 
ward once  or  twice  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vcnrion  of  the  State, — the  last  time  in  1848. 
Soon  after  this  period  his  health  became  im- 
paired, so  much  so  as  to  withdraw  him  from  all 
direct  or  active  participation  in  afiairs  of  a  polit- 
ical or  public  character.  He  continued  in  a  state 
of  slow  decline  for  ui)wards  of  10  years,  only  be- 
ing confined  for  a  short  [teriod  l)efore  his  death, 
which  took  place  Deccmlx-r  3,  18G0. 

Gov.  Palmer  was  a  man  of  strong  natural  abil- 
ities, posscssinjr  a  decided  and  penetrating  mind. 
His  heart  antl  fiand  were  ever  «)pen  to  the  calls 
of  want  and  distress,  and  if  he  eri\-d  at  all  in  this 
direction,  it  was  in  being  t(to  benevolent,  loving 
his  neighbor  K'tter  tli;in  hini-i'lf.  Ho  was  re- 
markable for  hid  iuteUiiience,  high  social  qual- 
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ities,  and  nnprotondin.L,'  Pimplicity  of  manners. 
In  politic's,  ho  commenced  as  a  Jclll'rsoniiin  dem- 
ocrat, adlieririLT  thromrli  all  the  phases  of  party 
to  the  doinocratic  side,  supportiui;  evcr\-  dem- 
ocratic administration  from  Jeflerson  to  JJu- 
chanan. 

lie  helped  make  in  Congress  the  famous  Cora- 
promise  line,  and  voted  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union  with  the  constinuion 
with  which  she  presented  herself.  He  al\va\^ 
contended  that  liis  vote  was  cast  honestly  lor 
that  measure,  and  as  he  believed  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  his  oath.  He  was,  however,  mucli 
censured  at  the  time  and  aftt-rwards  for  his  vot<' 
on  that  occasion,  but  he  lived  long  enough,  how- 
ever, to  see  that  line  done  away  by  the  aciion  of 
the  party  that  was  mainly  instrumental  in  its 
creation. 

Gov.  Palmer  was  an  honest  and  just  man  in 
all  his  business  .transactions,  a  most  affectionate 
husband  and  father,  and  in  all  his  relations  of 
life  an  estimable  man.  His  departure  vras  la- 
mented by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

DE.  ELDAD  ALEXANDER. 
At  a  very  early  period,  anterior  to  the  Revo 
lution,  three  brothers,  named  Alexander,  cnii 
grated  from  Scotland  to  thU  country  and  setrl-.-d  : 
at  Northfield,  :Mass.  One  of  the  brothers,  Thom-  i 
as,  was  a  captain  in  the  v,-ar  of  Independence,  on  i 
the  side  of  the  colonics.  A  son  of  one  of  them,  j 
named  Eldad,  from  his  father,  studied  mcd- 1 
icine  and  resided  in  Hartland,  Vt.,  and  prac- ! 
tised  his  profession  nnril  his  death,  1S20.  His  | 
son  Eldad,  the  ci-lirh  of  9  children,  and  the  i 
subject  of  the  present  sket':'h,  was  bom  ^[av  22. 
1798,  in  Hartland.  lie  graduated  at  Yale  Med- , 
ical  College,  and  yet  whilf  in  his  minority  com- ' 
menccd  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  came  j 
to  Danville  in  1S21,  where  he  resided  until  his  i 
death,  in  Feb.,  1S59.  He  attained  a  high  rank 
in  his  profession,  and  up  to  Ids  last  il!n(  <;s  had 
an  extensive  practice.  He  became  spc<^iaHv  em- 
inent as  a  surgeon,  and  probably  was  rc-'jarded  as 
the  most  skilful  in  surgery  of  any  in  thi'^  whole 
section  of  countiy.  He  was  much  attached  to 
his  profession,  making  it  the  main  business  of 
his  life ;  and,  being  a  profound  tliinker  and  a 
great  reader,  added  to  his  acquired  kno^^  Ldiro  a 
thorough  practical  experience  in  meilical  and 
surgical  science.  Personally,  ho  was  hiirlily 
respected,  ever  maintaining  the  cliaractcr  of  a 
good  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor,  an  obli.-ing  fnond, 
and  died  in  full  hope  of  realizing  the  Christian's 
reward.  His  loss  is  justly  regarded  as  a  [mblie 
one. 

HON.  BENJAMIN  F.  DEMING. 
Digested  from  an  ohifirari/  pu'Ji>hal  at  tin-  time,  in 
tlic  "North  Star,'"  I'j  M.  T.  ('.  A.  j 
Mr.  Deming  cntcnMl  i.ui.ll.  !-;■.■  .'.u\\ .   lie  was  j 
first  chosen  County  C'h  ru  f.-r  (\i!-dw;ua  Conntv,  ! 
in  I^^IO.    He  v.-n."  sul.  .  |:!  vr.W  (,f  iv'o. , 

bate  and  Councillor  of  the  omuiy  for  tovcrali 


j  years,  which  latter  office  he  was  peculiarly  well 
j  tittcd  for.  Several  other  minor  offices  he  also 
I  held  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  satisfaction 

of  the  public.  November,  1832,  as  the  anti- 
j  M:xsonic  candidate,  by  a  handsome  majority,  he 

was  elected  member  of  Congress  from  this,  the 
I  5th  Congressional  District  of  Vermont.  He  wa.s 
^  not,  however,  permitted  to  serve  his  constituents 
I  but  one  session  "in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Contracting,  at  Washington,  a  disease  of  the 
,  bowels,  he  started  for  his  Northern  home,  in  hope 
I  of  benclit  from  the  change  of  air  and  water, 
j  but  only  arrived  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y., 
I  where  he  lingered  a  few  days,  and  died  at  the 
1  Union  Hall,  Friday,  July  11,  1834,  aged  44 
'years.  He  left  a  wife  and  young  family,  to 
j  whom  ho  was  aftectionately  devoted.  In  what- 
i  ever  light  we  consider  Judge  Deming,  his  char- 
I  actcr  will  appear  alike  conspicuous.  "With  more 
:  than  ordinary  talent,  and  a  naturally  calm  and 
:  deliberative  mind,  quick  of  perception,  he  was 
\  well  fitted  for  public  stations  and  legislative  as- 
semblies. His  business  capacity  and  dealings, 
in  which  he  was  prompt,  apt,  correct,  and  emi- 
nently upright,  have  been  before  alluded  to.  As 
a  man  and  citizen,  he  was  social  and  winning  ; 
equanimity  of  temper  and  habits  characterizing 
his  whole  general  deportment.  It  is  written  of 
him,  "  He  was  good  to  the  widow  and  the  fatlier- 
less,  and  the  poor  he  never  sent  empty  away." 
Last,  not  lca.st,  he  was  one  to  whom  religion  was 
above  everything  else,  and  to  whom  all  oclier 
things  came  in  as  of  minor  consequence ;  who 
was  thus  enabled,  on  his  dying  bed,  to  review  his 
past  life,  and  exclaim,  "I  have  fought  a  good 
ii-ht,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith  ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
of  glory." 

[A  notice  of  Hon.  S.  Sias  we  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain.  —  Ed.1 


THE  WICKET  GATE. 

'Mid  the  fast-falling  shadows, 

Weary  and  worn  and  late, 
A  timid,  doubtin?  pilgrim, 

I  reach  the  wicket  gate. 
Where  crowds  liave  stood  before  me, 

I  stand  alone  to-night. 
And  in  the  deepening  darkness 

Pray  for  one  gloaiu  of  light. 

From  the  foul  sloughs  and  marshes, 

I've  gatlicred  many  a  stain; 
I've  heard  old  voices  calliiis" 

From  far  ncross  tlie  plain. 
Now  in  my  wretched  wcaknesa, 

Fearful  and  sud,  I  wait; 
And  every  refuge  fails  mc, 

Here  at  tlic  wicket  gate. 

And  will  the  portals  open 
To  nio,  who  roamed  8o  lonw, 

Filthy  nnd  vile  and  bunloucd. 
With  tills  great  load  wror.g? 

Hark!  n  glnd  voii'o  of  W(  Iccnio 
liids  my  wild  ftars  abate; 
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Look!  for  a  haiicl  of  mercy 
Opens  the  wicket  .!:;at».'. 

On  to  the  palace  Beautiful! 

And  the  bright  room  called  Peace, 
Down  to  the  silent  ri\  <  r. 

Where  tliou  shult  tied  release; 
Up  to  the  r;idi;uit  city, 

Where  shiuiuij  oiiOS  uwait; 
On,  for  tiie  way  of  glory 

Lies  through  the  wicket  pate. 

JULIA  A.  EASTMAN. 


GROTON. 

BY  BEV.  O.  G.  CLARK. 

Gro'tox,  situated  in  the  south  part  of  Cale- 
donia County,  is  bounded  X.  bv  Peacham,  E.  bv 
Ryegate,  S.  by  Topshnm,  and  W.  by  Goshen 
Gore.  Its  area  Is  33  square  miles,  and  it  con- 
tained in  1830,  836  inhabitants;  in  1S40,  92S; 
in  1850,  895;  and  in  1860,  a  slight  increase  on 
the  preceding  decade. 

Grotonwas  chartered  Oct.  20,1789.  It  was 
settled  in  1787,  and  consequently  it  is  73  years 
since  the  first  settlement  was  made.  March  the  i 
2Sth,  1797,  it  was  organized  by  a  town-meeting,  j 
held  at  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Darling,  | 
pursuant  to  a  notice  issued  by  William  Cham-  j 
berlin,  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  to^v^l  of  Peach- 1 
am.  At  this  meetmg  were  elected  the  following  i 
town  officers,  viz. :  —  Samuel  Bacon,  Moderator;  i 
Nathaniel  Ivjiight,  Town  Clerk;  Samuel  Bacon,  I 
Nathaniel  Knight,  and  James  Abbott,  Select- 1 
men;  Jonathan  James,  Town  Treasurer;  Wm.  i 
Prost,  Constable  and  Collector;  Dorainicus  I 
Gray,  Town  Grand  Juror;  Israel  Bailey  and  ! 
Edmund  Morse,  Tithingmen;  Aaron  Ilosmcr,  i 
Jr.,  and  Silas  Lund,  Highwiiy  Sur\-eyors  ;  Ko-  i 
bards  Darling,  Surveyor  of  Limiber;  Wm.  Erost,  | 
Sealer  of  "Weights  and  iMeasu^es;  Jeremiah) 
Bachelder  and  Samuel  Darling,  Hogreevcs ; 
James  Hooper,  Fenceviewer. 

The  first  freemen's  meeting  was  held  Sept 
3,  1799;  but  the  town  records  do  not  show; 
whether  there  was  an  election  or  not.  There  is,  ; 
however,  a  tradition  that  at  this  meeting  there  \ 
were  two  parties,  viz.  :  the  Kenneljunkers,  who  ' 
were  settiers  from  Sanford,  Wells,  and  Keime-  j 
bunk.  Me. ;  and  the  Gaghecrans,  from  New  j 
HampsMre,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut;! 
and  that  the  former,  being  more  numerous,  elect-  j 
cd  Jonathan  Macoraln'r,  Ixcpresentative.  The  j 
truth  of  this  tradition  can  be  ascertained  only  by 
reference  to  the  Stare  records. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  agreeably  diversi- 1 
ficd  by  hill  and  valley,  presenting  to  the  eye  a  | 
landscape  pleasing  and  beautiful,  rather  tlian  i 
grand  and  sublime.  Tiie  soil,  thctiirh  hard,  is  | 
v.cll  adapted  to  grass  atid  jrrain,  and,  when  well  j 
cultivated,  ricldy  n.rnuiu  nxtcs  the  h'i>h.ini!inan  i 
for  his  labor. 

Whitclier's  Motmtain,  situated  in  the  south-  i 
eastern  part,  is  the  lii'jhest  eleva'ion  of  land  in  I 
town,  being  1,100  feet  above  the  level  of  the  I 


ocean,  and  capable  of  cultivation  to  its  summit, 
where  tlicre  is  quite  a  pond  of  water;  not  of  suf- 
ficient dimensions  and  depth,  to  be  sure,  for 
steamboats  and  men-of-war,  but  ample  enough 
for  ducks  and  geese. 

The  soil,  except  in  the  eastern  part,  is  hart! 
and  stony,  and  consequently  ditHcult  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  rock  is  granite,  and  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  it  for  all  fencing  puq)oscs,  and  some  to 
spare.  In  general,  the  rock  of  Caledonia  County 
is  primitive,  and  of  the  calcareo-mica-slat(!  forma- 
tion ;  but  in  Groton,  Peacham,  Danville,  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Cabot,  it  is  almost  ex'-lusively 
granite  ;  showing  that  at  some  former  period  of 
the  history  of  the  earth,  and  by  some  powerful 
convulsion  of  her  interior  elements,  the  granite 
has  been  forced  up  through  tiie  primitive  rock. 

Wells  River,  which  rises  in  Groton  Pond, 
flows  through  the  town  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E., 
and  by  its  falls  affords  many  excellent  water 
priuleges  for  mills  and  machinery,  of  which  the 
inhabitants  have  availed  them.^clvcs  by  erecting 
mills  and  locating  machinery  at  various  points 
along  its  banks. 

In  the  nortli-westem  part  of  the  town  are  two 
l>eautiful  ponds  of  w-ater,  called  Long  Pond  and 
Little  Pond;  the  former  4  miles  long  by  1  broad, 
and  the  latter  1  mile  in  length  by  h  mile  in 
width.  At  the  foot  of  the  latter  is  the  "  Lake 
House,"  recently  erected  by  McLane  Marshall, 
the  present  proprietor  and  occupant.  On  the 
latter  pond,  also,  is  a  pleasure-boat  30  feet  long 
by  10  wide,  called  the  "Lady  of  the  Lake,"  and 
capable  of  cnrrving  60  persons  at  a  time.  Borh 
these  ponds  contain  an  abundance  of  fish,  and  af- 
ford the  inhabitants  of  this  and  adjoining  towns 
no  little  sport  in  catching  them.  They  both 
cover  an  area  of  2,880  acres,  one  being  8  times  as 
large  as  the  other,  and  are  at  an  elevation  of 
1,0S3  feet  above  tiie  level  of  the  sea,  as  esti- 
mated by  Zadoc  Thompson. 

The  first  settlers  of  the  town  were  as  fol- 
lows :  — Aaron  Ilosmcr,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Josiah  D.  Ilosmcr,  lately  dece;ised,  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  individual  w  ho  made  even  a 
temporary  residence  in  to^vn.  He,  being  a  hunter, 
pitched  his  tent  on  the  meadow  now  known  as 
the  Orson  Kicker  meadow,  and  from  thence  went 
north  to  the  ponds,  one  of  which  is  in  Peacham, 
and  is  called  llosmer  Pond.  But  he  never  made 
a  permanent  residence  within  the  limits  of  the 
town.  Edmund  ■Morse  was  the  first  settler  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  and  James  Abbott  occu- 
pied the  fiirra  now  known  as  tiie  Jacob  Abbott 
[ilace,  and  now  o%\med  and  occupieil  by  Percival 
Bailey.  A  Mr.  James  settled  on  the  next  farm 
south  of  James  Abbott,  known  afterward  as  tiio 
Henry  Low  plaee,  and  now  owned  by  Peter 
Whitehill.  Edmund  Morse,  wlu)  Wii;s  the  first 
military  captain  in  town,  and  whoso  sword  Wiia 
an  old  rusty  scytiu-,  settled  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town,  on  the  next  fmn  south  of  Mr.  James, 
where  ho  continued  to  live  till  his  death,  which 
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was  at  a  «:no(l  olil  a<„'C.  Mr.  Morse  built  the  first  j  I)  win  Vance  was  also  one  of  the  fir<r  m-t- 
saw  ami  {jrist-mill  in  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  Lit-  j  tiers  of  tins  part  of  the  town,  where  bo  livi-l  a 
tie  Pond,  Bi't'ore  tliis,  the  early  settlers  went  to  I  p)0(l  nianv  years,  and  beeamc  wealthy.  He  w;h 
Newbury  to  mill,  some  15  niil.'S  distant,  and  not  1  elected  ri«pn>sentative  of  the  town  a  number  of 
unfrequently  carried  and  brou-jht  tlieir  i:ri<t  on  I  years,  and  after  raising  up  a  family  of  7  sons  aivl 
their  baeks.  Mr.  Morse's  dau-hter,  Sally,  now ;  4  dau-liters,  ho  moved  to  the  east  part  of  tlus 
the  widow  Hill,  was  the  tir-t  fer.iale  boni  in  town,  town,  where  he  now  lives. 

John  Darling,  the  father  of  Rob.  rr.  Saituu  l.  I     EoMrND  and  Stephex  Welch,  and  Nv- 
and  Moses  Darliu-,  and  -n'at-.-randiather  of  tlie  I  tiianiel  Ccx-vingham,  were  the  first  settler.i  in 
present  race  of  Darlini^s,  was  one  of  tiie  lirst,  and 
some  say  the  first  settlor  in  Groton.    He  orcu-i 
pied  the  farm  near  the  old  l>uiyiiiLr-;xround,  >'nux' 


'  the  extreme  west  of  the  town. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 


known  as  tlie  Joseph  ]M«)msoii  place.  He  lived 
to  a  good  old  aire,  retaining  his  f  icultics  to  the 
last.  At  fourscore  years  he  stood  erect  as  a 
young  man  of  twenty. 

Edmcxd  Welch  was  the  first  who  crrtlcd 


1  Elder  James  Bailey,  of  Peacbam,  formed 
;  the  first  church  in  tovm,  of  the  Calvinist  Bapti>t 
j  order,  upwards  of  70  years  ago.  The  first  uwiw 
i  hers  were  as  follows  :  —  Phebc  Darling,  wife  of 
n  '  John  Darling;  Anna  Welcb,  wife  of  Jonathan 


the  William  Frost  farm,  to  whom  he  at'torward  ;  Welch  ;  Edmund  Welch  and  wife  ;  Sarah,  wife 
sold  it,  and  here  ^Mr,  Frost  lived  till  his  <lcath, !  of  Stephen  Welch ;  Betsey  IMomson,  wife  of 
whicli  was  when  he  was  alx)ut  65,  |  Bradbury  ]\Iorrison ;  John  Emery  and  wife  Sa- 

JoN ATI! AN  Welch,  brother  to  Edmund,  first !  rah  ;  J^Iary,  wife  of  James  Hooper;  Edmund 
settled  on  the  farm  now  oAnied  and  occupied  by  ,  Morse ;  Josiah  Paul  and  wife  'Sarah, 
his  son  Jonathan.    Jonx  Emeiiy  settled  on  the  |    In  1824,  Rev.  Otis  Robinson,  from  the 
Timothy  Morrison  farm,  and  Cii  VI'. lf.s  E.mliiy,  !  State  of  Maine,  was  installed  pastor  over  the 
his  father,  on  the  Medad  Welch  f;inn.  |  church,  and  for  a  number  of  years  it  continued  in 

The  first  settler  in  what  is  nov/  called  Groton  j  a  flourishing  condition.  But  at  length  trouljles 
Village  was  one  Daniel  ]McN  ROE,  His  hou.  e  i  arose,  Mr.  Robinson  became  deranged  and 
was  near  the  present  site  of  William  F.  Clark's  |  moved  away,  and  the  church  received  a  shock 
tannery,  at  the  east  end  of  the  villa -e.  |  from  which  it  has  not  recovered  to  the  present 

A.  M.  Henderson,  of  Ryegate,  built  the  first  i  day.  Since  that  time  they  have  had  no  settled 
saw-mill  on  Wells  River,  near  the  present  sire  of ;  ministers,  but  have  been  snpponed  from  adjoin- 


Gates's  carriage  shop,  and  soon  after  lie  also  ^  ing  towns,  till  within  a  few  years  they  have 
built  a  grist-mill  where  the  prestut  one,  now 
owned  by  A.  L.  Clark,  stands. 

John  Hog  ins,  a  tailor,  was  also  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  the  village.  His  hr>uso  stood 
where  Almun  L.  Clark's  tavern  now  btands. 

Jerry  Bachelder  first  settled  in  the  Moses 
Plummer  neighborhood,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Joseph  iiickcr. 


had 

no  preaching  at  all.  A  few  years  ago  their 
number  was  35.  Of  hate  they  have  taken  a  vote 
not  to  continue  their  church  organization  any 
longer,  but  to  let  each  member  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  joining  any  other  church  he  pleases. 
The  first  deacon  was  Wm.  Hodsdon ;  the  second, 
Enoch  Page ;  the  last,  Hosea  Welch.  The  first 
is  deceased  ;  the  two  last  are  yet  living,  —  living, 
John  Heath  first  settled  in  West  Groton.  on  ;  too,  in  the  full  assurance  of  immortality  and  eter- 


the  place  now  occui)ied  by  Otis  Rholes.  Mr.  j 
Heath  lived  here  quite  a  ntnuber  of  yea!-^.  was  a  j 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  ([uiu'  a  proniii;ent  re-j 
ligious  man  of  the  Baiiti^t  order.  *U:onvard,  j 
Mr.  Heath  moved  to  the  West.  j 

David  Jenkins  was  tlic  fii>t  who  bcp\n  on  i 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  harles ; 
Morrison.  The  next  occupant  of  the  place  after , 
Jenkins  was  Moses  Darling,  with  his  lather.; 
John  Darling;  and  afcer  them.  J"nathau  Dar- 
ling, son  of  Samuel  Darlin-,  occupied  it  quite  a, 
number  of  years,  until  he  sold  it  to  Charlo  .M.-r- 
rison,  the  present  owner,  and  moved  to  the  Far 
West,"  where  lie  now  livi'S. 

Tho  next  settlers  in  West  Groton  w.  .b.s  v- 
THAN  and  James  Renfkf.w,  of  Se,.tch  ilocont, 
one  of  whom  made  the  quaint  re-siark  in  n  !er- 
ence  to  tlie  soil  of  -t  (.iv,-m;i.  v;/..  :  *"  It*  a 
man  should  strike  an  axe  iuf<k  tlie  groc.i.d,  and  it 
did  not  hit  a  t-foiie.  it  would  W:  snn*  to  a 
guinea."  1"!k  ir  I'lrni-  W'T'.'  the  ruo  plMc-*  r,o-,v 
ocaipied  liy  Nath;iu Darling  ami  Moses  Ad.itU"-. 


nal  lite. 

FREEWILL  BAPTLST  CHUKCH  IN  WEST 
GROTON, 

BY  REV.  FRANCIS  MORRISON,  RRXSENT  PASTOR. 

The  Freewill  Baptist  Church  in  Groton  was 
first  f  >rmed  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  by  El- 
der Laturop,  but  how  long  ago,  the  records  of 
the  church  do  not  say,  but  probably  over  40 
years  since.  Elder  Lathrop  presided  over  the 
church  for  a  number  of  years  with  great  accepta- 
bility as  a  preacher  and  a  Christian,  and  under 
his  laliors  there  was  a  great  revival  of  religion,  by 
whit  h  the  church  was  (piickened,  her  numbers  in- 
erea-ed,  and  much  good  done.  They  had  no  meet- 
ing-bouse, and  therefore  were  under  the  necessity 
ot  hoMiu'j:  their  meetings  in  private  houses  in  the 
A  T.  and  in  biirus  in  tlio  siuamer.  But  not- 
nuhsranding  the  humble  place  of  worship,  the 
pv  •  at  time'  came  from  ;.I1  parts  of  the  town 
fo  [,y)v  the  wt>nl,  arid  found  i:  ii.il  ed  a  Bethel. 
Alter  Klder  Lathrop  left  tlic  church,  his  place 
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wii^  supplicil  by  various  other  ministers  from 
other  towns,  but  tlic  church  had  no  rt:;uhjr  p;us- 
tor  till  the  year  1S57,  when  Rev.  Fraui  is  Morri- 
son was  onUiiuod  a  minister  ovc-r  them  ;  since 
wliich  time  the  churcli,  thouLrh  small,  has  been 
in  a  prosperous  coudiuon.  Their  present  nuni- 
bcr  is  20. 

M.  E.  CHURCH. 

The  records  of  the  M.  E.  Church  do  not  say 
who  were  the  first  ^Merhotlist  preaclicrs  in  town, 
nor  how  lon^  it  is  since  they  first  preached  here  ; 
but  the  first  preachers  wore  quite  successful,  and 
soon  gathered  a  small  class,  -which  was  increased 
from  time  to  time,  till  private  dwellin;r3  and 
school-houses  became  too  small  for  their  accom- 
modation. About  the  year  A.  D.  1S37,  thoy 
were  enabled  to  build  a  good  and  commodious 
meeting-house,  since  -u-hich  time,  wiih  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  years  lately,  they  have  had  a 
preacher  stationed  with  them  all  the  time. 

In  1838,  Samuel  G.  Scott  preacher  in  char^'c, 
there  were  on  Groton  circuit  107  members.  Dur- 
ing this  year  there  was  a  great  revival,  the  church 
was  quickened,  and  many  added  to  the  church, 
some  of  whom  continue  faithfuLto  this  day. 

In  1844,  Benjamin  Bumliara  preacher  in 
charge,  there  were  in  Groton  circuit  111  mem- 
bers. 

Groton  Village  class  contained  72  members. 
West  Groton  class        "  7  " 

Jefferson  Hill  class  "  19  '* 
Topsham  class  "        13  " 

Total  Ill 

Since  that  time,  by  deaths,  removals,  and 
other  causes,  the  number  of  members  has  consid- 
erably decreased,  till  of  late,  when  a  good  work 
seems  to  be  going  on  in  the  church,  and  some 
additions  are  being  made. 

HARDTTICK. 

BY  BEV.  J.  TORRET. 

Hardwick  is  the  most  w  esterly  town  of  Cale- 
donia County,  lying  21  miles  north-cast  of  Mont- 
pelier,  and  73  north  of  Windsor.  The  surface 
of  the  township  is  pleasantly  diversified  with 
swells  and  vales,  but  no  part  of  it  mountain- 
ous. The  Lamoille  Kiver  enters  the  town  very 
near  the  north-east  comer,  and,  after  running  a 
coiurse  of  about  10  miles,  anbrding,  toirother  wiih 
its  tributaries,  several  excellent  mill-privileires, 
it  makes  its  exit  a  little  north  of  tlie  south- 
west corner  of  the  town.  The  timber  is  a  mix- 
ture of  maple,  birch,  hemlock,  i-pruec,  etc.  The 
maple-groves  are  remarkably  lino.  The  rocks 
are  granite,  gray  limestone,  slate,  and  cpiartz, 
with  fine  specimens  of  ro<-k  crystals.  The  soil 
is  rich  and  fertile  —  well  adapted  for  grazing 
purposes.  The  sout!i-ea'teni  part  of  tlic  town 
is  on  the  western  d(•f■Ii^•iry  of  the  ca-tem  ran-e 
of  the  Green  Mountaius.    The  nuith-wcftem 


part  ha.*}  a  southern  inclination.  Along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  extending  for  half  a 
mile  or  so  back  from  cither  side,  arc  table-lands. 
In  the  soutlieni  part  of  tiio  town  is  a  mineral 
spring.  It  ha^  been  found  to  be  efiicacious  in 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  was  formerly  a  place  of 
considerable  resort. 

1779.  Gen.  llazen  came  to  Peacham  with  a 
part  of  his  rcgimcut,  for  tiie  purpose,  a.s  he  said, 
of  completing  the  road  commenced  by  Gen. 
Bailey,  in  1776,  that  an  army  miirht  be  sent 
through  for  the  reduction  of  Canada.  Ilazen 
cut,  cleared,  and  made  a  passable  road  for  50 
miles  above  Peacham,  through  the  towns  of 
Cabot,  Walden,  Ilardwick,  Greensboro',  Crafts- 
bury,  Alhany,  and  Lowell,  and  erected  several 
block-houses.  This  road,  called  to  this  day  the 
Hazen  road,  was  the  inlet  to  Ilardwick  in  its 
early  days,  and  a  grciit  benefit  to  the  early 
settlers. 

17S0.  The  town  of  Hardwick,  containing 
23,040  acres,  was  granted  Nov.  7, 1780,  and  char- 
tered Aug.  19,  1781,  to  Danforth  Keyes,  and  his 
associates. 

Shortly  jifter  this,  Peter  Page,  a  native  of 
Swanscy,  N.  11.,  in  the  employ  of  Governor 
Robinson,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town, 
came  to  Ilardwick  with  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Satibrd.  The  first  trees  were  felled  by  him  in 
the  commencement  of  a  clearing  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  on  what  is  now  the  French  farm. 
These  two  men  brought  their  provisions  on  their 
backs  fnjm  Cabot,  8  miles.  When  their  first 
supply  w;is  exhausted.  Page  volunteered  to  go 
for  more.  On  his  return,  —  being  overtaken  by 
the  rain,  and  thoroughly  wet, — he  comforted 
himself  with  the  thought  that  when  he  reached 
the  camp  he  should  find  a  good  fire  to  wann 
and  dry  himself  withal ;  but  wheu  he  drew  near 
and  saw  no  smoke,  and  nearer  still  and  found 
Safibrd  asleep,  and  the  fire  entirely  out,  ho  sat 
down  and  vented  his  feelings  after  the  manner 
of  children.  There  was  no  alternative  but  to  sro 
back  to  Cabot  after  fire.  Page  thought  he  could 
stay  in  Ilardwick  no  longer,  but  was  prevailed 
upon  by  Safibrd  to  stay  until  two  acres  or  more 
were  cleared,  when  both  left,  di-couraged. 

THE  SETTLERS  OF  IIAKDWICK. 
1792.  In  a  certain  "ciphering  book,"  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  first  st  ttlers,  Mjsk 
Xoi-ris  made  this  record  of  himself:  "  I  drove 
the  first  sleiuh  throu-^^h  the  wooiLs  iVom  Dewcys- 
burgh  to  Grocusborough  tlwt  ever  was  drove 
through  by  man,  to  my  knowing,  which  was  on 
the  4th  of  Jan.  1792.  I  moved  into  Ilardwick, 
the  first  that  ever  moved  in  to  settle  tlie  town, 
on  the  I3th  day  of  March,  1792."  Mr.  Xorris 
seems  to  have  forgotten  to  re<  ord  tiie  im])onant 
fact  that  he  brought  his  wife  with  him.  lie  was 
a  mason  by  trade,  and  yet  seemed  to  possess  tlie 
ficulty  of  turning  his  hand  to  various  kinds  of 
work  ;  was  possessed  of  energy,  iutelhgenoc,  and 


324 


VERMOXT  IIISTOPvTCAL  MAGAZC^E. 


good  judi^ment.  IIo  was  aftorwarJs  much  cn- 
ga^Cfl  in  tho  public  business  of  tlie  tDwn  ;  was 
at  dillercnt  times  ruproscmativc,  trcasuivr,  ami  a 
preacher  of  the  f^ospel. 

Toward  tho  close  of  jNIarch,  Nathaniel  Norris, 
a  cousin  of  Mark,  moveil,  with  his  wife,  into 
town.  lie  also  was  a  mason  —  a  ;;ood  work- 
man, but  very  moderate  in  all  his  movements. 
It  is  said  ho  was  never  seen  to  ran.  and  yet  lie 
felled  his  acre  of  trees  daily  for  six  sueee^^^ive 
days. 

About  the  same  time,  March,  1792,  Peter 
'Page  —  tho  same  who  had  a  few  years  iK'fure 
left  Hardwiek,  discouraged  —  took  heart  iwA 
returned.  He  built  himself  a  rude  loi^  slianty. 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south-cast  of  the 
present  village  of  East  Hardwiek,  and  then  went 
to  bring  his  family.  His  shauty  was  full  half  a 
mile  from  the  Hazen  road,  and  tho  snow  was 
deep ;  however,  when  he  had  moved  his  family 
and  goods  as  near  as  he  could  by  the  road,  he 
put  on  iiis  snow-shoes,  put  his  wife  and  three 
children  (the  youngest  of  whom  was  put  in  a 
bread-trough)  on  a  hand-sled,  drew  them  to 
their  new  home,  and  then  returned  for  his  uoods. 
They  lived  a  year  in  their  rude  hovel  without 
floor  or  chimney,  building  their  lire  at  one  side, 
and  leaving  a  hole  in  the  roof  for  the  smoke  to 
escape.  JVIr.  Page's  wardrobe,  during  that  win- 
ter, is  said  to  have  consisted  of  one  pair  of  tow 
pantaloons,  one  tow  frock,  tow  shirts,  woollen 
socks,  and  a  woollen  vest.  JIc  brought  all  the 
provisions  for  himself  and  family  on  his  back, 
either  from  Peacham,  20  miles  distant,  or  tVoni 
Cabot,  8  miles.  This  family  afterwards  suffered 
much. from  poverty.  Their  only  cow  strayed  ; 
when  Mr.  P.  found  her,  ten  miles  from  homo, 
she  had  been  away  so  long  she  gave  no  milk. 
The  man  who  had  kept  iier  awiule  demanded 
pay,  and  his  only  woollen  gannent,  the  vest,  was 
all  he  could  give  to  redeem  his  cow.  Water 
gruel  was  substituted  for  milk,  and  w:is  sometimes 
their  only  sustenance.  The  father  and  mother 
took  this  cheerfully  themselves,  but  tho  sulistitu- 
tion  of  water  gruel  for  milk  for  their  little  babe 
caused  them  sore  grief.  Mr.  Pai:e  was  an  ec- 
centric man,  and  yet  he  was  (-onsidercd  a  Chris- 
tian ;  loved  to  study  his  Iii!)!tf,  and  what  few 
religious  books  he  had,  and  wxs  a  man  of  much 
meditation  and  prayer.  He  died  Dec.  1852, 
aged  83. 

John  Page,  the  bal>e  that  rodo  into  Hard- 
wiek in  a  bread-trough,  afterwards  removed  to 
Westmorc.  He  died  in  Monr[)elier  in  1,^35, 
while  representing  his  town  in  tho  Vermont 
Legislature. 

The  following  year,  17M,  three  more  families 
were  added  to  the  settk-ment  —  those  of  Timothy 
Hastings  luid  Jami.s  SiN.  f.viu,  who,  wirii  an 
aged  father,  came  in  l-\  b.,and  that  of  D.win  Noii- 
Ris,  a  cousin  of  Mark  N'oms,  in  June.  <  >M  Mr. 
Sinclair,  who  eiaigrited  from  Scotland,  settK-d 
in  Now  Market,  N.  H.,  fought  in  the  battle  of 


Bunker  Hill,  and  afterwards  came,  with  his  Hotj 
to  Hardwiek,  died  shortly  after  his  arrival.  A 
log  was  dug  out  for  his  cofiin,  and  a  slab,  split 
from  another  log,  was  nailed  on  or  pinned  on  for 
the  cover.  He  was  buried  near  a  spring  of  water 
not  far  from  tlio  Hazen  road,  but  his  remains 
were  afterward  exhumed  and  deposited  in  the 
Hazen  Road  Cemetery.  Mr.  Hastings  soon  after 
moved  to  Hyde  Park. 

Tho  remaining  settlers  had  a  serious  time  of 
it.  They  were  living  at  a  distance  of  from  one 
to  three  miles  from  each  other,  finding  their  way 
l)y  means  of  bhized  trees.  Mark  ISTorris  lived 
near  where  Mr.  Orrin  Kellogg  now  lives.  Na- 
thaniel lived  near  where  Mr.  Ward  NoitIs  now 
lives,  and  David,  near  Avhere  Mr.  J.  L.  Pope  now 
lives. 

In  the  Spring  of  1793,  these  cousins  supplied 
j  themselves  with  provisions  sufficient,  as  they 
I  supposed,  to  last  them  through  their  Spring's 
j  work,  when  they  were  expecting  to  return  to 
Peacham  for  a  while.    They  had  no  such  thing 
as  a  team  or  even  a  hoe  to  work  with  ;  but  with 
their  axes  they  hewed  out  wooden  hoe-bladcs 
from  maple  chips,  hardened  them  in  the  fire,  and 
took  saplings  for  handles.     With  these  they 
hoed  in,  on  Nathaniel's  ground,  two  acres  of 
wheat ;  but  Saturday  night  came,  when  they 
j  had  sowed  only  one  acre,  and  they  found  they 
j  had  only  provisions  enough  to  last  them  one 
j  day  longer.    What  should  they  do  1    Neither  of 
I  them  were  professors  of  religion,  but  they  had 
i  been  trained  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day.  How- 
'  ever,  they  now  held  a  council,  concluded  that  it 
i  was  a  "work  of  necessity,"  and  hoed  in  the  sec- 
I  ond  and  last  acre  on  the  Sabbath.    "  We  shall 
j  see,"  said  Mark  and  David,  "whether  this  acre 
I  will  not  yield  as  well  as  the  other."  But  Nathan- 
i  iel  was  troubled  in  conscience.    Eeapiug  time 
I  came ;  the  proceeds  of  the  two  acres  were  stacked 
I  separately,  and  the  time  for  comparing  drew 
j  near.    But  the  comparison  was  never  made, 
i  The  stack  which  came  of  the  Sabbath  day's 
i  work  took  firo  from  a  clearing  ne.\r  by,  and 
I  every  straw  and  kernel  was  burned. 
I    These  cousins  were  usually  in  the  habit  of  re- 
1  hgiously  observing  the  Sabbath  day.    On  the 
j  first  Sabbath  after  they  came  into  town  they 
held  a  religious  meeting,  and  ever  afterwards 
'  this  practice  was  kept  up. 

j     1794.    During  this  year  there  were  added  tho 
i  families  of  Daniel  Chase,  Elijah  True,  Stephen 
I  Adams,  Gideon  Sabiu,  James  Bundy,  Israel 
I  Sanborne,  ;ind  Elisha  Sabin.     Mr.  cliase  was 
j  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.    He  was  after- 
I  wards  ordained  an  Elder  of  the  Frec-Will  Bap- 
i  tist  Church  in  ISIO.    He  moved,  in  1816,  to 
'  Pennsylvania,  where  he   continued  to  preach 
nurd  his  death.    Mrs.  Gideon  Sabin  has  rcn- 
d(>red  herself  illustrious  by  giving  birth  to  26 
f  hildren  ;  and  surely  Gideon  himself  deserves  to 
Ix'  rcnenibered  if  he  found  food,  as  wo  presume 
he  did,  for  such  a  family,  poor  as  he  was.  Mr. 
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Sanborno  was  a  kind  and  publi.-.piritcd  man,  Daniel  (now  Dca.  French),  ri.cn  aged  18  years", 
and  was  blessed  with  n.  fmn  Nr       i  <      .   .        '  _  ^  j^^'o. 


and  was  blessed  with  a  family  of  U  chihlrca, 
the  third  of  wliom,  .Mr.  William  Sanhorne,  now 
lives  in  ILirdwii  k.  Elisha  Sahin  was  a  hunter, 
led  a  wild  life,  and  al/oiced  his  cliildrca  to  go' 
barefooted  through  the  winter. 

1795.  On  the  31st  of  March,  in  this  year,  the 
town  waa  organized.  The  Hrst  town-meeting 
was  held  at  the  house  of  :Mark  Xorris.  Paul 
Spooner  was  chosen  the  first  Town  Clerk,  and 
also  the  first  Representative. 

Among  the  icems  of  interest  respecting  tliese 
days,  wliich  we  have  gathered,  is  the  fact  that 
these  men  were  obliged  to  go  40  miles  to  mill 


.-ys,  "  \V'e  moved  from  liardwick,  Mass.,  to 
our  namesake  in  Vermont,  where  we  arrived 
the  4th  of  March.  The  last  of  March  the  snow 
lay  4  feet  deep  on  a  level,  iiut  the  weather  wa3 
mild,  and  wc  i)reparc«d  for  sugaring ;  but  there 
came  two  foot  more  of  snow,  and  not  a  tree  was 
tapped  until  (he  15th  of  April.  We  gathered 
our  buckets  the  15th  of  May.  Snow-banks  were 
vi.sil.le  the  9th  of  June.  VVgctation  came  for- 
ward very  rapidly,  but  not  suUiciontly  so  to  save 
our  crops.  iMany  of  them  were  much  injured 
by  the  early  frosts." 

IS12.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elisha  Swett  came  to 


Vo^K.,.    k  •      .1  ^-^  ,     .oi^.    .»i.r.  anu  xurs.  ±.iisha  «wett  came  tc 

Newburg  being  the  nearest  town  where  there  1  llaidwick  ;  they  lived  together  80  years.  Mr  S 
was  a  grist-mi  1.  We  also  learn  of  certam  cases  died  Nov.  IS59,  aged  and  Mrs'  S.  died  Feb.' 
in  which  what  was  called  wild  justice  was  ad- 1 IS60,  aged  98 

ministered  to  offending  citizens,  the  executive  ISie!  About  this  time  there  were  many  emi- 
and  judicial  functions  being  combined  in  the  per-  grations  from  liardwick  to  what  was  then 'called 

'^^thVr'rViT^  ?n         ^  '  ^^'^^^  f-^^^^r  than  the 

Li  the  fall  of    .9o,  Elder  Amos  Tuttle,  the  1  Genesee  Valley.    During  this  vear,  the  inhab- 

clrTZ  i    f  "^T^  ll^rd^-ick  suffered  much  from  the  snow 

Capt  David  Tuttle,  s^ays  "  There  was  not  a  ,  and  frost.  A  heavy  snow  began  to  faU  on  the 
cart  m  to.vn ;  but  in  the  following  spring.  t.vo  |  7th  of  June,  and  continued  to  fall  until  the  9th 
were  constructed  out  of  my  father's  wagon."  j  The  sheep  ha.1  just  been  sheared,  and  had  to  bo 
He  also  says,  My  father  and  I  touk  344  of  my  !  covered  again  with  their  fleeces  ;  but  there  was 
mother  s  savings  -money  which  came  safely  j  little  or  no  hay  for  them  or  for  the  cattle,  and 
to  HardwicK,  sewed  up  in  a  bed  -  and  went  to  \  many  of  them  died.  The  forest-leaves  were  all 
Kyegate  to  purchase  a  cow;  but  when  we  <:ot  j  killed,  and  tlie  woods  went  in  mournino-  throuo-h 
f  .1  Tu  f"^""''  worthless.    xMy  i  the  summer.    Rye  sold  for  3  dollars  per  bushel, 

tather  killed  her  for  beef,  and  my  mother  learned 


to  make  bean-porridge,  so  we  had  a  plenrv  of  that  I  EDUCATION, 
instead  of  milk."  '  -c  , 

as  pastor  of  the  church  and  town,  and  the  year  ;  cause  of  education. 
1800,  many  families   moved  into  liardwick  1     i-oa     tu^  *  -i- 

A  1.  ^^vv-u    mio    xiaiuwRK.        1,99.     i- he  tOWn  was  dindcd  into  four  Rrbnnl 

^ong  them  were  several  of  Puritan  do.eo„t.  !  di,„iet.,  called  re.pecth  clv  the  hIoo  Eo^d 
whose  tofluence  forgood  ts,  no  doubt,  felt  to  this  |  C^„,:,,  middle,  and  eas.crndi.trict;!   The  ^it 
Tn  ^1^R  -n    -A  r»;u     ,        .  I'-tivccn  the  centre  and  East 

™„   .     \r    -..^r"*,  """i  ^-'--  nardwuk,  ami  the  Eastern  was  on  the  ea.t  side 

Too  yea'r^-of  i -  « 

In  1797,  the'fl'rst  publie-house  in  ten,  a  lo  J  1  ".t  *f:ti;:',  t'lt;.i™"'t  '"T  "  '"t 
1   Mj-         Ti-    ,   .  ,  ^  ^   uiuuuii  btnooi,  ana  to  rai^e  a  tax  on  thp  oriml 

butldtng,  a  Ha^wtek  Siree,  on  the  Ilazen  road,  |  Ust  for  its  support.    The  Hrs,  teacher  Z  aTh  ' 

year.  Cap  ,  J.  C  Br^dgeman  made  the  l,r»t  set- 1  a  log  barn,  owned  by  Israel  Sanl«rne  •  the  re- 
Uement  at  South  Harduiek.  Also,  Aug,  20,1,  ;  „,i„dor  of  the  ti„,e  in  didercnt  l„.  ho  e  -! the 
of  the  same  year,  Mr  bamnel  Stevens  was  the ,  fomiiv  occupring  one  room,  a,„l  she  the  onlr 
first  settler  at  East  HardwK.k,theneean.l  for  some  [remaini,,..  one.    This  was   n  the  sun^mer  J 


time  afterwards  called  Stevensville,  or  Stevens' 
Mills.  Jlr.  Stevens  and  his  wife  ate  their  first 
meal  in  Ilardn-ick  over  a  cliest  which  contained 
about  all  their  earthly  possessions.  lie  soon 
erected  a  saw-mill  on  the  north  t^ide  of  the  river, 
and  in  1800  he  also  built  a  grist-mill  near  by. 

In  1798,  Thomas  Fuller  came  to  settle  in 
Hardwick,  with  his  wife  and  children.    For  six  ,  ,^ , 

months  he,  with  a  family  of  eleven,  occupied  aj  scholars  at  tliat  time  was  85 


1800. 

ISOO.  March.  It  was  voted  by  the  town  to 
sell  the  land  appropriated  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  town  for  the  benefit  of  an  English  school. 
The  land  was  sold  the  following  y,\ir.  From 
the  fund  tlius  niiscd  a  small  dividend  has  been 
paid  annually  to  each  school  district,  according  to 
the  number  of  scholare.    The  whole  number  of 


log  house,  24  feet  siiuare,  with  Mr.  '\VTa.  Cheever, 
whose  family  also  numbered  eleven.  There  was 
a  stone  fire-place  in  the  centre  of  the  houH',  and 
a  liollow  lo'^r  for  a  chimney. 

Samuel  French  moved  iu  in  1799.    His  sou 


1801.  Flavol  Bailey,  from  Pcacham,  was 
hired  to  teach  a  six  months'  school  in  the  middhi 
district. 

1^(»2.  The  first  school-house  was  built  in  the 
middle  distiict,  by  :\lartiu  Fuller,  for  SI G5.  This 
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money  w:is  raix-Ml  by  a  tax  on  the  jrrand  list,  and 
was  paid  priTu  ipally  in  cattle  ami  iri'i'"- 

IS15.  Wo  iiud  the  town  dividiMl  at  this  date 
into  9  districts,  containing;  Oo'J  sdmlars. 


These  families  Mere  the  tiist  settlers,  and  the 
villaire  has  Keen  nanie<l  tor  them. 

There  arc  now  sonio  dwcUiii^'-houses  and  pulv 
lie  huildiii-s  in  process  of  building  — a  Free- 


1S21.    The  tirst  select  S( 
kept  two  temis  by  Miss  Deborah  Worcester, 
from  IloUis,  N.  11.,  at  the  Centre. 

1S42.    The  first  select  school  at  East  Ilard- 


•hool  in  tovm  was  i  Will  Bapti>t  church  and  a  birge  and  commodious 


school-house. 

This  place  has  experienced  a  great  loss  ia  the 
removal  bv  death,  in  Febniary,  of  the  present 


ck  was  tau-ht  by  ^liss  A.  Stevens,  a  graduate  :  year  (ISGl).  of  their  first  settler,  Mr.  Ilesolverl 


of  Cazeno^•ia  Seminary,  N.  Y. 

1855.  The  town  contains  12  school  tlistricts, 
and  382  scholars. 

1860.  By  the  efforts  of  the  people  of  Soutli 
Hardwick  an  Academy  building,  over  the  Town 
Hall,  has  been  completed.  In  Nov.,  ISGO,  this 
Academy  obtained  a  charter  from  the  Vermont 
Legislature.  Its  prospects  are  bright.  Prinei- 
pal,  A.  J.  Sanbome ;  lady  teachers.  Miss  L.  Sin- 
clair and  Miss  Bimdy. 

During  the  fall  of  this  year  measures  were 
taken  to  establish  the  select  school  at  East  Hard- 
wick on  a  permanent  basis. 

Of  college  graduates  and  of  professional  men 
Hardwick  has  raised  a  fair  proportion. 

THE  VILLAGES. 

There  are  four  villages  in  town.  The  old- 
est, called  the  Street  or  Huzen  Road,  is  situated 
on  high  land,  near  the  north  line  of  the  town. 
The  tirst  settlement  was  made  in  179.3.  This 
was  formerly  a  place  of  considerable  bu-iuess, 
but  time  has  wrouuht  such  changes  l)y  deaths  or  ! 
removals,  that  it  has  now  iKrcome  a  ijititt  little  j 
place,  with  hardly  a  vestige  of  its  fanner  activity 


Mack.  He  was  kind  and  companionable  m  his 
family,  a  very  worthy  citizen,  and  an  efficient 
member  of  tliC  Methodist  church.  In  the  midst 
of  us-ifaliiess  he  was  called;  but  calmly  and 
cheerfully  mot  the  call. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 
I.   BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

BY  REV.  E.  EVANS. 

On  Xov.  ISth,  1795,  the  members  of  the  Dan 
rille  Baptist   Church  who  were  residents 


of 


Hardwick,  wishing  to  form  themselves  into  a 
Baptist  Church,  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying 
church  privileges  among  themselves  ;  and  hav- 
ing obtained  permission  of  that  church  to  be  con- 
stituted into  a  church  by  themselves,  a  Baptist 
Church  was  organized  on  Thursday,  Dec.  17, 
1795.  Rev.  Amos  Tuttle  "received  a  call  to  be- 
come their  pastor,  and  was  called  to  ordination 
June  16,  1796.  The  records  of  this  church  are 
lost,  therefore  nothing  further  of  its  history  can 
be  ascertained.   Its  visibility  has  become  extinct. 

Subsequent  to  this,  there  was  a  Baptist 
Church  organized  in  Greensboro' ;  but  as  a  ma- 
The  second  vilbge  in  a-c  is  East  Hardwick, !  jority  of  its  members  resided  in  Hardwick,  it 
situated  on  the  Lamoille  River,  in  the  easteni  I  was  deemed  expedient  to  form  a  church  in  East 


part  of  the  town.  Tlie  tirst  settlement  was  made 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  in  1797.  Tliis  is  at 
present  a  place  of  considerable  business. 

The  third  village  is  South  Hardwii  k,  whi-  li  is 
also  situated  on  the  Lamoille,  in  the  ?outh-wc-t 
part  of  the  town.  The  tirst  settler  Wii.s  ( "ai.t.  J. 
C.  Bridgman,  in  the  year  1797.  This  is  aho  a 
place  of  considerable  bu.'iness.  It  contains  the 
Town  Hall. 


Hardwick.  In  1831,  a  Baptist  Church  was 
organized,  consisting  of  25  members.  Elder 
Marvi!^  Gkoav,  a  good  man,  and  one  whose 
preaching  talent  was  very  acceptable  to  the 
brethren,  bec-ame  their  pastor.  He  continued 
his  jiastoral  labors  with  them  about  6  years,  and 
becoming  infirm  and  indisposed,  requested  and 
o1)tained  his  dismission. 

'    He  was  succeeded  bv  Rev.  Aaron  Angier, 


"  Mackville,"  the  fourth  village  in  town,  is  situ-  !  whose  foithful  and  devoted  labors  Avere  in  a  very 
ated  one  mile  south  of  Suuih  Hanlwick,  on  a  I  remarkable  manner  owned  and  blessed  of  God. 
branch  of  the  Lamoille  River.  This  sni  ill  stream  I  Di 


affords  excellent  water-privileges,  whieli  at  pa\s- 
eut  are  occupied  by  a  saw-mill,  corn-mill.  etc.  A 
largo  building  has  been  erected  the  [la^t  year, 
designed  for  a  woollen  foctory. 

The  commencement  of  this  place  was  aUmt 


his  pastorate,  A.  D.  1840,  a  meeting- 
house was  built,  and  92  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism  and  by  letter.  The  church,  at  this 
time,  was  one  of  the  most  flourishing  Baptist 
churches  in  northern  Vermont,  numbering  150 
members.  lie  closed  his  pastorate,  much  to  the 
the  vear  1831,  by  the  buililinLr  of  a  saw-mi!l  by  '  regret  of  the  church,  and  went  west  and  died. 
Mr.  George  P.  Fish.  Mr.  Klisha  Mack  built  the  !  [From  Mrs.  ^Nlarj^  Spotford,  eldest  daughter 
first  dweUing-houso  in  1834  ;  hut  befoiv  he  was  i  of  Rev.  Mr.  Angicr,  we  have  the  following  ad- 
readv  to  move  with  his  family  to  this  anticipated  i  ditional  items  :  "  My  father  remained  a  little 
cartldy  home,  death  removeil  him  to  his  etrrnal  i  more  than  four  years  in  Hardwick  ;  from  there 
home.  His  eldest  son,  Re^olve.l  .Mat  k,  with  his  j  lie  removed  to  Middlebury,  where  he  rcnmined 
widowed  mother,  brothers  and  si^terf,  came  to  j  two  years,  and  published  a  paper  called  the 


this  U'  W  homi' 
scattered.  -Mr. 


but  eventually  the  family  wi- 
[i.  Ma«  k  n'taiiu'il  the  place,  ai 


Vi  vmout  Olx'i-irr.  After  wtiich  ho  resided  in 
roultncviivear  ;  then  in  Ludlow  a  year,  where 


wiw  married,  in  1838,  to  Misa  Mary  Bancroft. '  ho  was  associate  and  leading  editor  of  a  paper. 


» 
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lUiiiL'd  the  (jciiius  of  Libert  1/  —  t.'io  first  paper  j 
published  in  Ludlow  ;  when  he  a;j:aia  removed  | 
to  Cavendish,  wliorc  he  sojourned  two  years,  and  ; 
in  the  ?prin<,'  of  lb<50  went  to  C.ito,  Cayu-a  Co. 
X.  Y.,  where  he  lived  three  years,  and  then  ae-  Thomas  Ful 
ceptcd  an  ap:cncy  for  the  Bible  Union,  and  moved  I  ,<„ 


CONG  U E(  i  AT  I () N  A  L  r  II U  UC  U. 

IIY  Kt:V.  V.  ,S.  SJIITII. 

II.  The  Con_^n>L:ationaI  Churcii  in  Ilardwiek 
j  was  orL^anized  July  i>y,  1803,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 

ler.    There  were  i»resent,  as  au  or- 
,.   .    .,  .ranizinL,'  council,  llev.  Leonard  Worcester,  of 

hi.tannIyLoLlbndge,N.Y.    This,  however,  lie }  Peacham.  and  Uev.  John  Fiteh,  of  Danville. 

The  new  church  consisted 


retained  but  one  year,  and  in  1854  lu  caine  the  Uvith  their  dele-ates. 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Lamoille,  111., ' 
where  lie  lived  but  four  months,  when  ho  died, 
the  3d  of  Sept.,  1854,  in  the  48th  year  of  liis  age. 
His  family  reside  there  still.] 

'Rev.  Joxatha-v  R.  Greex,  an  earnest  and 
stirriui^  preacher,  who  was  laborint:  with  the 
church  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  received  a  call  to  be- 
come pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Ilardwiek. 
He  accepted  the  call,  and  commenced  his  labors  ; 
but,  contrary  to  the  expectation  and  wi<h  of  the 
church  and  society,  he  tarried  with  tlicm  but  one 
year,  and  then  returned  to  the  people  of  his  for- 
mer charge. 

Elder  Nathan  DEXxisoy,  a  zealous,  enter- 
prising, and  dem  oted  sen-ant  of  his  Master,  next 
became  theh  pastor.  His  unwearied  etibrts  were 
blessed  in  the  conversion  of  many,  and  the 
church  was  prospering  under  his  administration, 


when  some  difficult^'  arising  between  two  brcth-  i  sacraments  fi 
ren,  which  they  would  not  settle  themselves,  it 
was  brought  into  the  church ;  and,  as  is  too  fre- 
quently the  case,  each  had  his  friends,  and  party 
spirit  soon  became  manifest.  There  could  be  no 
settlement  of  the  difficulty  efifected  ;  but  tlie  state 
of  things  rather  grew  worse  and  worse.  The 
church  divided.  A  part  went  off  and  wor<hi[)ped 
in  the  school-house,  and  a  part  worshipped  in 
the  mectmg-house.  This  state  of  things  con- 
tinued till  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  agent  of  the  Conven- 


of  7  male  mcmlKTs;  9  females  were  received  to 
membershi()  two  days  afterwards. 

These  first  iuci!d)ers  were  from  New  Braintree, 
Hardwick,  and  Westminster,  ]NLass. ;  from  San- 
bornton,  Hanover,  and  Tamworth,  N.  H. ;  and 
one  from  Newbury,  Vt.  Bro.  Thomas  Fuller 
was  chosen  lirst  deacon.  Rev.  L.  Worcester 
was  standing  moderator  of  the  church  for  some 
years.  For  alx>ut  three  years  after  tlicir  organi- 
zation, the  church  attended  u})on  the  ministra- 
tions of  Elder  Amos  Tuttle,  who  in  1796  had 
been  settled  as  niinistcr  of  the  town,  and  pastor 
of  the  Calv.  Bapt.  Church.  Li  the  year  1806, 
however,  he  wa.*,  at  his  own  recjuest,  dismissed ; 
and  from  this  time  until  1810,  the  church  had  no 
stated  preaching.  They  met  regularly  for  wor- 
ship, however,  at  dwelling-houses,  and  received 
occasional  ministrations  of  the  word  and  of  the 
om  Mr.  Worcester,  of  Peacham. 


tion,  came  into  town,  and  induced  them  to  come  j  business  talent  in  town. 


and  Mr-  Hobart,  of  Berlin. 

During  the  years  1809  and  1810  several  mie- 
sionaries  visited  them.  Those  whose  names  ap- 
])ear  upon  the  church  records,  are  Jonathan 
Ilovcy,  Seth  Payson,  D.  D.,  Solomon  Morgan, 

 Lelaud,  James  Parker,  and  J.  Waters.  A 

poweiful  revival  followed  the  labors  of  the  last 
two  of  these  men.  About  60  persons  were  added 
to  the  church  during  this  and  the  following  year. 
Some  of  these  were  men  of  the  first  ability  and 


together  again,  and  organize  anew  into  one 
€hureh. 

Elder  Dennison  left  them  after  a  pastorate  of 
five  years,  with  a  constitution,  natuniUv  .strong 


The  church  now  felt  itself  sufficiently  strength- 
ened to  support  a  pastor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1810, 
extended  a  call  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rawson.  Ho 
accepted,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  pas- 


and  robust,  broken  down  and  enfeebled  by -licf.  |  tor  of  the  churelj,  Feb.  13,  1811.     The  pub 


Elder  Samuel  Siiiin,  of  Pen  Yan,  N.  V., 
was  their  next  pastor ;  a  good  man,  who,  thou-h 
he  commenced  his  labors  under  the  most  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  yet  accomplished  some 
good.  He  remained  three  years,  and  returned 
to  N.  Y. 

Elder  E.  Evans,  of  Lunenburg,  then  re- 
ceived and  accepted  a  call  to  become  their  pas- 
tor. He  commenced  his  labors  under  circum- 
stances by  no  means  encouraging;  but  the 
church  seems  to  be  improving;  the  nientbers 
appear  to  be  more  united.  He  has  been  with 
them  three,  and  has  commenced  upon  his  fourth 
year.  During  his  stay  among  them,  they  have 
expended  something  in  fixing  the  inside  of  tlie 
m(>eti!i'4-house ;  piiid  tor  an  oriran,  and 

laid  out  about  Siooo  in  l)uilding  .a  parsonage,  *  a  mi! 
W'liich  is  uow  ()ct  ii|pii  il  liy  their  pa.>tor. 

Tiir  means  of  grace  are  well  attended.  Tii 
church  numbers  now  77. 


Uc  services  were  held  in  a  bam,  on  the  fann  then 
o\^m>d  by  Captain  Hatch.  During  the  summers 
of  181:2  and  IS  13.,  IMr.  Rawson  met  a  company 
of  children  at  his  house  every  Friday,  to  hear 
them  recite  portions  of  Scripture.  This  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  Sabbath  Schools,  which 
were  established  a  year  or  two  later  in  the  several 
districts  in  town. 

In  1817,  ;Mr.  R.  resigned  the  pastorate  of  the 
church,  and  during  the  three  following  years  the 
church  was  in  a  divided  state. 

]Mr.  J.  N.  Loomis,  a'  gradiuitc  of  Middlebnry 
College  and  Andovcr  Seminary,  wa>J  ordained 
and  installed  ])asr»ir  of  the  church.  Jan.  3,  1822. 
The  services  were  held  in  an  unfinished  mecting- 
Ikjiisl',  just  eri'ctc'l  b.y  Mr.  Samu^.1  French,  lialrf' 
asc  of  the  centre  of  the  town  ;  but  as  Mr. 
\  Frciu  h  (iccliiic<l  <*'?Jing  tliis  Iioum^  to  the  rhureh, 
they  alicr  much  v-erplcxiry  in  ri  'j.iril  to  a  lo- 
I  cation,  decided  to  Luild  a  house  of  worship  upon 
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Average  atteiuhinco  on  Sabbath  ttlM)ut 
Number  of  families  represented  about  70. 


1G5. 


THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CUURCU. 
BY  UEV.  A.  C.  SMITH. 

Prior  to  tlio  year  1803,  there  had  been  no 


the  hill  near  the  four  corneris.  The  mcctinf^- 
house  was  built,  but  tlic  loratitm  failed  to  jrive 
entire  satisfiiction,  and  the  c()Mse<im'nco  was  a 
division  of  the  church  with  the  advice  of  a  mu- 
tual council. 

Accordincjly,  a  new  church,  called  the  Second 
Cou'^.  Church,  was  oriranizod  March  2,  Imjj.  I  Mctliodist  preaching  in  the  town  of  Hard  wick. 
Mr.  Loomis,  whose  counsels  were  of  gn  at  vnl- !  But  during  this  year,  the  Rev.  Lewis  Bates 
ue  to  the  church  during  the  period  of  crcc  ting  '  eoinmcnced  his  labors  in  this  town  as  a  IMctho- 
their  house  of  Avorship,  and  the  separation  that  '  dist  preacher,  and  a  few  persons  connected  them- 
followed,  continued  his  labors  until  the  last  of  ■  selves  with  a  society  in  an  adjoining  town,  wfiich 
January,  1830,  when,  on  account  of  the  feeble  i  stood  connected  with  what  was  then  called  Dan- 


state  of  his  health,  he  was  dismissed. 

On  the  25th  of  Sept.  1833,  Rev.  Robert  Paire. 
a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College  and  of  Andovor, 
was  installed  pastor.  He  continued  lus  relation 
until  June,  1835,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his 
own  request. 

In  July,  1836,  the  church  extended  a  call  to 
Rev.  Chester  Wright.  Ho  commenced  preach- 
ing to  them  soon  at'ter,  and  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  church  June  15,  1837.  lie  continued  his 
labors  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1840, 
when,  his  health  failing,  he  removed  to  ^Montpe- 


villc  Circuit. 

In  June,  1809,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Steaens 
formed  a  society  in  Hardwick,  and  was  still 
attached  to  the  Danville  Circuit,  which  at  this 
time  embraced  nearly  all  of  Caledonia,  Orleans, 
and  Essex  Counties.  Peter  P  ige  was  appointed 
the  first  class-leader,  and  Naihaniel  NoiTis  tho 
lirst  steward. 

Nathaniel  Norris,  for  several  years,  had  been  a 
member  of,  and  an  ordained  deacon  in,  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church  previous  to  1809,  when  ho 
became  one  of  the  memorable  fourteen  who 


lier,  still  retaining  his  pastoral  relation ;  but  he  |  formed  the  first  society.    He  received  a  license 


April, 


died  shortly  afterwardi  in  ilontpeiier, 
1840. 

Rev.  Austin  0.  Hubbard,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
and  Princeton,  was  installed  July  7,  1840,  and 
was  dismissed,  at  his  o^ti  retjuest,  ^Lly  1,  1^43. 

From  this  date  until  184G,  the  church  were 
without  a  settled  pastor,  wlicn  they  united  in  giv- 
ing a  call  to  Rev.  Joseph  Underwood,  a  graduate  ] 
of  Bangor.  He  accepted,  and  was  installed  on 
the  18th  of  Dec.  of  the  same  year.  During  his 
pastorate,  which  continued  nearly  12  years,  the 
condition  of  the  church  and  society  became 
much  improved. 

In  the  year  1851,  the  old  meeting-house  upon 
the  hill  was  torn  down,  and  a  new  one  erected, 
with  great  unanimity,  at  East  Hardwick. 

Several  persons  who  had  been  meml)ers  of 
the  second  church,  when  that  ceased  to  exist, 
joined  this.  Since  1851,  there  has  been  a  healthy 
increase  of  the  church  and  c<jngrcgation.  The 
Sabbath  School  embraces  nearly  three-fourths  of 
the  entire  congregation. 

In  Jan.  1858,  Mr.  Undenvood,  on  account  of 
the  impaired  state  of  his  health,  resigned  his 
pastorate,  and  was  dismi>scil.  Feb.  "2d. 

Rev.  Henry  Hazcn,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
and  Andover,  preached  one  year,  as  stated  su( 


as  an  exhorter  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  bearing 
date  July  14,  1810,  and  signed  by  David  Kil- 
burn  and  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt,  who  were  the  first 
circuit  preachers  in  this  town  after  the  fomation 
of  the  society. 

Jan.  7,  8,  1816,  the  society  held  their  first 
quarterly  meeting  in  Hard^Adck. 

For  several  years,  the  society  prospered,  and 
increased  gradually  until  1S23,  when  John  Ward 
Norris  was  appointed  class-leader,  at  the  age  of 
19,  at  which  time  the  society  numbered  60  mem- 
bers. 

Several  following  years,  the  society  did  not 
increase  very  extensively,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  hold  their  meetings  in  dwelling  or 
school  houses  for  the  want  of  ability  to  build  a 
church  edifice. 

In  1846,  Hardwick  was  connected  with  Crafts- 
bury,  and  the  Rev.  George  Putnam  and  the 
Rev.  O.  S.  Morris  appointed  circuit  preachers. 

At  the  first  quarterly  conference,  a  vote  was 
taken  to  divide  the  labors  of  the  circuit,  by  which 
the  said  Morris  was  to  labor  at  Hardwick,  and 
the  said  Putnam  at  Craftsbury. 

Rev.  O.  S.  Morris  remained  at  Hardwick  two 
years,  during  which  time,  through  his  etlbrts, 
- '  and  the  concurring  eff()rts  of  the  society  and 


ply,  commencing  Oct.,  185S.  In  March,  isiH),  j  friends,  a  good  church  edifice  was  erected,  fin- 
the'church  and  society  united  in  extending  a  call  i  ished,  and  dedicated,  at  tlie  south  village,  which 
to  Mr.  Jo-^eph  Torrc'v,  Jr.,  a  graduate  cf  Bur-  ^  has  now  become  the  centre  of  the  town  business 
lington  CoUeiro  and  of  Andover,  to  l>ecoinc  their  \  by  tho  erection  of  a  new  town  hall  during  tho 
pastor.     He  was  ordaine<l  and  installed  May  i  last  summer,  and  probably  one  of  the  best  in  the 


30,  1860,  and  is  the  pa^>ent  pastor. 

Tho  whole  nuiulKT  of  nuiu'oirs  since  the 
organization  of  the  ehiirch  is  430.  Of  these, 
about  278  have  joined  by  profession,  and  15^  by 
letter.    Tho  present  uuml»er  of  members  is  127. 


.State. 

Tho  (>hureh  at  that  time  numbered  6.'  mem- 
bers.   Since  1847,  the  desk  has  been  supplied  as 

follun-s: 

1848.  from  the  local  ministry;  1849,  by  Rev. 


HAKDWICK. 


329 


A.  L.  Cooper;  1850,  left  to  ho  supplied ;  1851-2,  i  revelations  in  rep;ard  to  duty,  and  in  rct^ard  to 
bv  Kcv.  J.  Whitney;  1S53-4,  hy  Kcv.  James  S.  <  future  cvent.'^,  arc  communic;itcd  to  individuals 
Spinny;  1855-6,  hy  Rev.  L.  Hill;  IS57-8,  hy  1  now  hy  the  inspiration  of  the  S[)ii  it  of  God. 


Kev.  E.  Tettin^-ill ;  1S59-CO,  by  Kev.  A.  C.  Smith. 
The  present  membership,  ineluding  probationers, 
nombers  103. 

FREE-WILL  BAPTIST  CIIUPXII. 

FRO.M  A  LETTER  OF  A.  31.  AM S DEN. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  this  denomina- 
tion in  the  south  and  west  part  of  the  town  ; 
those  of  the  south  belong  to  the  Maiden  Church, 
and  the  west,  till  last  June,  to  the  Wolcott. 
Tliis  church  is  now  called  "  Wolcott  nnd  Ilanl- 
wick  Church."  The  whole  number  is  2G.  They 
have  had  for  6  or  7  years  a  very  flourishing  Sub- 
bath  School  of  35  to  43 ;  also  a  good  library. 

The  pastor.  Elder  Cummixgs,  died  last 
summer.  Since  then  they  have  had  no  pastor, 
but  preaching  three-fourths  of  the  time  by  various 
individuals.  The  school-house  is  their  place  of 
worship. 

NEW  LIGHTS. 

BY  REV.  J.  TORRE Y. 

During  the  year  1837,  a  small  band  of  fanat- 
ics, who  called  themselves  "Xew  Lidits,"  com- 
menced a  brief  career  in  Hardwick.  Their  leader 
had  been  a  professed  Universalist,  but  iiis  mind  j 
having  become  discomposed,  and,  as  some  | 
thought,  partially  deranged,  he  professed  to  be  | 


The  meetings  wcro  u.sually  o[)ened,  after  a  sea- 
son of  sitting  in  silence,  by  the  utterance  of  some 
text  of  scripture  in  a  loud  scream.  A  large  por- 
tion of  what  was  said  consL-ted  of  texts  of 
scripture.  Much  was  also  said  by  way  of  de- 
nunciation of  ministers  and  churches,  charging 
them  with  tra<lition,  superstition,  hypocrisy,  etc. 

The  irregularity  and  disonlcr  of  these  meet- 
ings was  much  increased  by  the  attempt  of  a 
young  man,  who  thought  himself  called  to 
preach,  to  occupy  the  desk  on  the  Sabbath,  in 
the  veiy  midst  of  the  scenes  enacted  on  the  floor. 
The  men  with  beards  shouted  and  screamed,  and 
the  man  in  the  pulpit  exerted  all  the  power  of  his 
lungs  for  hours  together,  to  ov  Tpowcr  the  tumul- 
tuous noise  below,  and  to  gain  the  attention  of 
the  people. 

But  the  career  of  these  fanatics  was  short. 
Rev.  Chester  Wright,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the 
Cong.  Church  in  Hardwick,  believing  that  such 
services  were  calculated  to  bring  the  religion  of 
the  gospel  into  contempt,  and  to  sow  broadcast 
over  this  tomi  and  region  the  seeds  of  infidelity, 
resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  withstand  such  in- 
fluence. He  accordingly  gave  notice  that  on  the 
fh'St  Sabbath  in  May  he  expected  to  preach  with 
some  reference  to  the  proceedings  at  the  South 
inspired  from  on  high,  and  was  not  long  in  enlist- 1  ^Meeting  House  during  the  past  year,  and  in\-ited 


ing  several  followers. 

Great  numbers  were  drawn  together  to  see  and 
hear  their  strange  doings,  and  soon  thev  began 


a  large  audience. 

Some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  fanat- 
ics were  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  delivery 


to  hold  their  meetings  in  the  South  Meeting  j  of  these  sermons,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  fore- 


House.  (This  meeting  house  was  built  in  the 
year  1820,  by  Samuel  French.  The  motto, 
''Liberty  of  Conscience,"  inscribed  on  its  front, 
expressed  the  design  of  its  builder  that  it  should 
be  open  to  all,  to  hold  such  religious  meetings  as 
they  pleased.)  Xo  more  than  6  or  8  persons 
took  very  active  parts ;  still,  they  were  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged  by  large  numbers  from 
this  and  neighboring  towns,  who  preferred  to 
spend  then-  Sabbatlis  at  the  Ilanh.c'cJ:  Theatre, 
rather  than  to  engage  in  a  rational  religious  wor- 
ship. Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  for  several  months, 
that  large  house  was  crowded  with  spectators. 
The  "di-ollery"  of  these  meetings  consisted  of 
jumping,  swinging  the  arms,  rolling  on  the  floor, 
frightful  yelling,  barking  in  imitation  of  dugs, 
foxes,  etc.  Their  leader  professed  to  have  had 
it  revealed  to  him  that  men  should  not  shave; 
they  accordingly  sufllred  their  beards  to  grow  for 
several  montlis,  until  it  was  revealed  to  another 
that  they  must  all  be  shaved,  and  it  was  done. 

It  was  believed  that  the  seeds  of  these  extrav- 
agances had  been  sowing  for  a  long  time  in  con- !  to  their  memory,  that  so  futun-  [ 


noon  serv  ices  one  of  them  interrupted  the  preach- 
er by  a  tremendous  yell,  which  he  seemed  resolved 
to  continue.  He  was,  however,  immediately 
ordered  into  custody  by  a  magistraie,  and  the 
services  were  continued  and  closed  as  usual. 

In  these  sermons,  Mr.  Wright  aimed  to  show 
that  the  fundamental  error  of  those  who  believed 
themselves,  or  others,  to  be  moved  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  to  praetise  the  extravagances  in  ques- 
tion, was  this:  That  tlie  Spirit  of  God  reveals 
to  men  truths,  and  inculcates  duties  contrary  to, 
or  above  and  l)eyond,  what  may  be  learned  from 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

The  iuflucnco  of  this  stran^re  movement  was 
very  deeply  felt  by  the  Church  of  Hardwick. 
Some  of  the  ctTects  were  only  temporary,  but 
some  were  of  long  duratiun.  One  of  the  leaders 
hung  himself  not  very  long  after  the  excitement 
ceased. 

Notwithstanding  the  feelings  of  sadness  and  re- 
gret with  which  the  Christian  now  calls  to  mind 
these  scones,  he  vet  desires  to  erect  ft  monument 


nection  with  the  notion  that  the  f>urth  com- 


I  "  It  is 


rnms  mav  sav. 


Chri^d'in  did  he  re  meet  with  Ai^'o/l- 


mandment  is  not  obligatory  under  the  gosi)el !  ijon,  with  whom  he  had  also  a  sore  combat," 
dispensation,— that  mueh  of  the  ivligion  of  j  and  that  they,  like  Christiana  and  her  childin?n, 


regular  evangelical  chun  h«'s  is  composed  tif  hy- 
pocrisy or  of  human  tradition,  and  that  special 


n\ay  see  a  pillar  with  this  in>cripiion  upon  it, 
"  Let  Christian's  slips  before  ho  came  hither,  and 


330 


VEPvMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


the  battles  th:\t  he  mot  with  in  tins  place,  bo  a 
warning'  to  those  tliat  come  after." 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

ELDEll  AMOS  TL'TTLE. 
The  followiiii;  sketch  will  bo  found  to  contain 
facts  of  p:reat  interest,  and  of  lu>torical  imi»()rt- 
ance,  presentirif^  as  they  do  a  vivid  picture  of 
the  labors,  trials,  and  hardships  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  town.  The  facts  are  furnished  by 
Capt.  David  Tuttlc  of  South  Ilardwiek,  the  old- 
est son  of  the  Elder- 
Amos  Tattle  was  bom  in  Southbury,  Ct.,  Oct. 
31,  1761,  was  married  to  Rachel  T.  Jones,  Juno 
16,  1782,  lost  a  large  property  soon  after  his  mar- 
riacre  through  the  rascality  of  a  man  in  hi.rh  life, 
and  in  1783  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoo 
business  in  the  town  of  Washington,  Ct.  He 
was  at  that  time  a  noted  iniidel,  and  strong  in 
argument;  but  soon,  althougli  there  was  no  reli- 
gious excitement  in  the  neigliborhood,  his  atten- 
tion became  powerfully  attracted  to  the  subject 
of  personal  religion.  He  Ix-gan  to  attend  wor- 
ship in  an  adjoining  town,  New  Preston  ;  experi- 
enced a  change  of  heart,  and  connected  himself 
■with  the  Baptist  Church  in  New  Preston,  of 
which  Rev.  Isaac  Root  was  the  pastor.  Soon 
after  this,  he  prepared  himself  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel, and  was  settled  over  a  church  in  the  town  of 
Litchfield,  Ct. 

Rev.  Mr.  Root  moved  about  tlus  time  to  Dan- 


white  mantle  of  snow,  covermg  the  ground  with 
a  depth  of  at  least  15  inches.  A  mesHenger  was 
sent  to  ilardwiek,  requesting  the  friends  of  the 
family  to  send  teams  to  bring  them  on  their  jour- 
ney. Three  sleds,  with  wild  steers,  were  sent. 
Two  of  them  were  loaded  with  the  goods,  and 
the  thu-d  was  fitted  up  with  boxes  for  seats,  and 
with  plenty  of  straw,  to  cany  the  sick,  disheart- 
ened, and  weeping  mother  and  children.  Mr. 
David  Tattle,  who  was  then  a  boy,  says,  "  As 
wo  reached  the  bottom  of  the  awful  hill  by  which 
the  Hi\zen  road  descends  to  the  Lamoille  River, 
the  sleds  stopped  that  the  bridge  might  be  re- 
paired. I  sav,'  my  mother,  brother,  and  little  sis- 
ters all  in  tears,  and  shall  never  forget  the  ex- 
pression of  anguish  with  wdiich  my  mother  said, 
'Dear  husband,  where  are  you  taking  me?  I 
shall  die,  and  what  will  become  of  the  children? ' 
It  sobered  me  for  the  rest  of  that  day,  and  brings 
tears  to  my  eyes  now  in  my  old  age,  as  I  relate 
it.". 

They  turned  off  from  the  Hazen  road  near 
the  place  where  L.  H.  Delano,  Esq.,  now  resides, 
followed  a  narrow  sled-path  which  wound 
through  the  woods,  crossed  the  Tuttle  brook  at  a 
place  above  vrhere  the  road  now  crosses,  ascended 
the  steep  bank  by  doublmg  the  teams,  and  passed 
tlirough  a  burnt  slash  to  the  house  of  :Mark 
Morris, 

The  journey  being  thus  safely  over,  the  next 
care  of  our  pioneer  pastor  was  to  find  a  house 
for  his  family.    There  was  an  empty  log  shanty 


Tille,  Vt.,-and  was  settled  over  the  first  Baptist  \  to  be  had,  but  it  was  much  out  of  repair. 
Church  in  that  town.  Retumini:  to  Connecticut  I  Tuttle  was  srrong  and  healthy  however,  and, 
for  a  visit,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Tuttle.  and  gave  1  with  the  aid  of  his  friends,  he  succeeded,  by  the 
him  such  a  description  of  the  l^autv  and  fertil- 1  middle  of  Xovember,  in  making  it  habitable, 
ity  of  Nortliem  Vermont,  that,  notwitlistauding  j  There  were,  to  be  sure,  neither  windows  nor  cup- 
the  uro-ent  invitation  of  another  friend  calling  |  boards  nor  chimney,  and  the  hut  itself  was  only 


him  to  Western  New  York.  Mr.  Tattle  conclud- 
ed to  visit  Vermont  the  next  season.  Accord- 
ingly, in  June,  1794,  he  came  to  Danville,  and 
thence  to  Walden,  Ilardwiek,  Greensboro',  and 
Craftsbury,  became  acquainted  with  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  found  that  a  cluin  h  could  be  organ- 
ized from  the  four  lust  to'.vii-;,  the  majority  of  the 
members  hving  in  Ilardwi-  k.  A  cliurch  was 
formed.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  called  to  settle  as  min- 
ister of  the  town  and  church,  and  he  accei)ted. 

In  the  month  of  Oct.  1705,  he  started  with  his 
family  from  Litchfield  for  Hardwick.  Such  a 
journey  was  in  those  d:iys  a  great  nndertakinsr. 
They  were  ffteen  d'n/s  on  the  way,  but  meeting 
with  no  more  seriou-  ae(  iih  nt  than  the  breakinir 
of  the  wagon,  they  arrived  at  CiilinanV,  in  Wal- 
den, during  the  night  of  the  .Ur-t  of  Ortober,  in 
the  midst  of  a  hard  rain-sronn.  Ikds  won.>  soon 
taken  from  the  wn-on  and  j.Iatrd  on  tlie  tlu.r  of 
the  little  bark-coven'd  1..-  house,  and  our  colil. 
tired  imini'jrrmits  lay  drr.vu  to  rot.  There  was 
not  a  ])ane  <jf  ;:la-s  alioiit  the  hou.-e,  and  so  no 
Fi':n  of  dny  anp<Mn  1  until  the  door  was  opened  t]ii>  \\()ods. 
in  the  mo;  :iing.  Then  il;iy  appeaixd  indeed,  and 
with  it,  to  the  great  burpricC  of  all,  appeaivd  a 


12  feet  by  15,  but  he  cut  some  holes  thi-ough  the 
logs  and  pasted  oiled  paper  over  them  for  win- 
dows, and  the  smoke  found  its  own  way  upwards. 

A  successful  hunt  on  snow-shoes  on  the  West 
Hill,  in  which  tln-ee  moose  were  killed  by  his 
party,  provided  the  family  with  meat  for  a  tune. 
He  was  so  fortunate,  also,  as  to  procure  a 
bushel  of  sak  of  a  peddler  by  paying  five  dol- 
lars in  cash.  The  price  of  salt  seems  to  have 
lisen  higher  still,  or  else  money  must  have  be- 
come scarce,  for  the  next  year  he  paid  six  bush- 
els of  wheat  for  one  of  salt,  and  this  in  prefer- 
ence to  paying  three  dollars  cash. 

After  thus  providing  these  "  creature  com- 
forts," the  next  question  seems  to  have  been  how 
to  get  about  his  parish.  His  gumption  soon 
n  .uml  the  way.  A  "  Tom-pung,"  as  he  called  it, 
was  hewed  out  and  put  together  with  wooden 
'  pins  and  rods,  and  the  pieces  of  rope  which  had 
heen  used  us  binders  on  the  journey  he  made 
u'to  n  kind  of  harness,  sni1i<  i'  TU  at  len^t  to  f.istcn 
the  horso  to  the  pung,  and  to  -aide  him  through 


riic  town  «  f  Ilardwiek  was  or^^inized  ^Nlareh 
ii,  17'J5.    Ill  April,  1790,  the  town  met  and 
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vo\  d  to  unite  with  the  B.ipti-t  Church  in  pettlinu 
Mr.  Tuttle  as  minister  of  the  town.  He  wns 
installed  in  June  followinp:.  The  people  beinir 
poor,  it  w;i3  a<2;rce(l  that  he  should  receive  vn  sdl- 
arij  during  the  first  four  years  !  By  a  provi<;i<ni 
of  the  town  charter,  however,  he  was  entitled  to 
draw  three  lots  of  land,  as  the  first  minister  of 
the  to^vn.  One  of  these  lots  he  gold  tor  a  little 
money  and  a  little  wheat,  to  be  paid  in  four  an- 
nual instalments. 

Soon  after  his  installation,  Mr.  Tuttle  went  to 
work  to  clear  a  piece  of  land  and  build  himself  a 
log  house.  By  the  middle  of  Xovember,  he 
completed  his  work,  and  in  just  one  year  from 
the  time  the  family  had  first  huddled  themselves 
into  the  little  hut,  they  moved  into  the  largest 
and  best  log  house  in  town,  32  feet  by  15. 

The  Sabbath  worship  was  held  in  this  house 
during  the  winter  months,  and  in  barns  in  difi'er- 
ent  parts  of  the  to-^^n  during  the  sumner. 

But  the  sorest  trials  of  this  sen^ant  of  God 
were  yet  to  come.  They  were  of  quite  a  differ- 
ent nature  from  any  that  he  had  ever  before 
experienced,  nor  can  they  be  related, — for  time 
and  language  would  fail.  Unlearned  and  igno- 
rant men  sowed  seeds  of  disaffection  and  vanity 
in  the  church,  and  the  little  flock  was  divided. 
Only  a  few  firm  friends  stayed  by  their  pastor, 
and  tried  to  comfort  and  strengthen  him.  He 
still  continued  to  preach  in  town,  and  as  tln-re 
were  Congregational  church  members  in  Haid- 
wick,  it  was  thought  best  to  organize  a  Contixe- 
gational  church,  and  to  employ  Mr.  Tuttle  as 
their  pastor.  For  three  years  he  ministered  to 
them,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was 
tirged  to  accept  a  call  from  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Fairfax,  Vt.  A  meeting  of  the  Congrega- 
tional brethren  was  called,  and  it  wa^i  concluded 
to  consent  to  his  departure. 

During  the  same  year,  he  was  settled  as  the 
first  minister  in  Fairfax,  and  received  the  por- 
tion of  land  gi-anted  to  him  ex  ofticio.  He  did 
not  retain  possession  of  it,  however,  but  gave  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  town  district  schools.  For 
a  time,  he  labored  here  M  ith  great  acceptance  ; 
but  sorrow  was  again  on  his  track.  An  Old 
and  Now  School  controversy  arose  in  the  church, 
a  schism  occurred,  some  of  the  most  prominent 
men  moved  out  of  to\m,  and  Islx.  Tuttle,  find- 
ing that  his  usefulness  there  was  at  an  end,  re- 
quested a  dismission,  which  was  irrantcl  in  IS  II. 

Resolving  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of  a 
missionary,  he  visited  mo.-t  of  tlie  towns  in  Ver- 
mont, and  many  of  tlu;  t<>'A'ns!\ips  hordrrinir  on 
the  line  in  Canada.  Durin  /  this  liine  ho  made 
his  home  in  Hardwick  ;  but  he  afterwards  re- 
moved again  to  Fairfax,  v/Iicro  his  dau^'-litri-s 
were  married  and  settleil.  lb'  remained  ar  Fair- 
fix  until  the  deatli  of  liis  \\\\  -.  when  he  finally 
retunied  to  llardwiek  to  SjM'Uil  tiie  reinaiialer  of 
his  days  wirli  his  son,  in  Mm-  v>Ty  hn;iM<  which 
his  own  hands  liad  IiuiU  in  f!ie  viLTor  and  ,-rren_:!h 
of  manhood.    Ho  lived  after  his  return  to  hi.-i 


old  home  about  two  years,  preached  his  last  ser- 
mon at  the  funoml  of  a  son  of  Col.  Wanicr, 
soon  after  whicli  he  was  prostrated  by  a  painful 
disease,  and  died  a  lingering  but  peaceful  death, 
February,  1833.  aged  72  years.  His  body  was 
buried  in  the  Hazen  Road  Cemetery,  where  he 

j  had  attended  the  lirst  burial  ever  made  there. 

j  On  that  occasion  he  had  remarked  to  those  pres- 
ent, that,  in  all  probability,  his  own  body  would 
monlder  to  dust  in  that  ground.  A  short  time 
before  his  death  his  two  sons  were  expecting  to 
carry  his  remains  to  Fairfax  and  deposit  them 
near  those  of  his  wife  ;  but  their  father  said  that 

j  although  this  seemed  pleasing  to  him  at  first 
yet  the  travelling  was  so  bad  and  the  dis- 
tance so  great,  that  it  was  his  preference  to  bo 
buried  at  the  Hazen  Road  Cemetery.    And  so 

j  his  prophecy  came  true. 

ELNATHAN  STRONG. 
Dea.  Elnathan  Strong  was  bom  in  Chatham, 
I  Ct.,  March  25,  1787.    He  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
I  Cyprian  Strong,  who  was  for  many  years  a  min- 
i  ister  of  the  gospel  in  Chatham.    Ho  left  home 
!  when  quite  young,  and  lived  with  a  relative  in 
{  Windsor,  Vt.    He  afterwards  removed  to  Dan- 
j  ville,  where  he  abode  until  the  year  1808,  when 
he  removed  to  Hardwick.  About  two  years  after 
coming  to  this  town,  he  united  himself  with  the 
Congretrational  Church.     He  was  married  to 
Jane  Chamberlain,  Oct.  17,  1820.    Was  chosen 
deacon  of  the  church  in  the  year  1826,  which, 
office  he  continued  to  hold  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  I'J,  1843. 

j     In  a  discourse  preached  on  the  occasion  of  his 
I  death,  the  Rev.  O.  A.  Hubl-)ard  says  :  "  I  should 
I  shrink  from  anythinir  like  mere  euloqiiun  in  regard 
j  to  any  individual,  and  certainly  in  regard  to  one, 
j  a  leading  trait  of  whose  character  was  modesty, 
I  and  of  wiiom  it  is  well  known  that  he  rather 
I  shunned  obscn'ation   than  sovjht  it.  Deacon 
!  Strong  possessed  a  nativcdiscrimination  of  mind, 
I  and  an  accuracy  of  judgment,  that  fall  to  the 
lot  of  exceedingly  few.    Scarcely  ever  have  I 
seen  the  individual  that  would  investigate  a 
complex  subject  with  irreater  readiness,  or  pro- 
nonce,  in  regard  to  it,  a  more  correct  decision; 
for  while  he  was  quick  of  appa-hension,  he  was 
careful  and  deli!)erate  in  anivins:  at  his  conclu- 
I  sions.    Although  in  early  life  his  opportunities 
I  for  education  liad  been  quite  limited,  yet  he  was, 
I  at  least,  in  the  prartlrnl  sense  of  that  word,  a 
j  close  and  accurate  scholar." 
I     Deacon  Strong  was  es|X'oially  di-^tin'j-nishcd  in 
'  regard  to  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  kuowl- 
'  od-je  of  the  Iiible.    He  also  po-se--;ed  a.  peculiar 
1  ]>owei-  of  illustratiiii;  serinrun^  truth,  wliieh  fit- 
'  ted  him  to  till  with  LMeat  neeep'anee  tfie  jilace  of 
a  teaeher  in  the  Salil'ath  >eiiM<  1.  a;id  made  his 
|)i  e.-euce  always  weU  ouie  in  tlie  eonierenee  nieet- 

iuLT. 

lie  ^^■as  a  man  of  marked  inftarit  t  and  upriqht' 
ncss.    His  prevailing  tone  of  Christian  character 
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was  that  of  amcok,  ppii  itnal.  and  coiu-istciit  disci- 
ple ;  never  givinij  uttoranee  to  cnmmon-placc  or 
cant  expressions  in  ro-anl  to  feolin-,  exorcises, 
etc.  ;  but  exliibiunjj;  a  lioart  softcneil,  huinblod, 
and  elevated  by  the  Divine  {rrace,  directed  to  the 
extension  of  the  church  and  the  salvation  of  the 
^orld^  —  one  of  those  men  whose  roli.LMon  seems 
to  consist  in  being  and  doimj,  and  that  fuartibj 
and  liberally.  His  home  was  always  ojx^n  to  the 
servants  of  God,  and  they  loved  to  Ww-^^x  there.  > 
Favored  by  Providence  with  large  means,  ho  ex- 
emplified much  of  the  principle,  "It  is  more 
blessed  1o  give  than  to  receive."  His  memory 
will  long  be  cherished  by  all  who  knew  liim,  and 
especially  by  the  members  of  the  church,  of 
which  he  was  the  father,  the  counsellor,  and  the 
almoner. 


ADDITIONAL  BIOGRAPnY. 

BY  KISS  STEVENS, 

ISRAEL  SANBORN 
And  wife  emigrated  from  Lee,  N.  II.,  to  Ilard- 
wick,  in  1794.  They  were  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  new  settlement.   He  was  first  town  treasurer, 
which  office,  with  others,  he  hekl  many  years. 
A  benevolent  regard  for  others  was  a  character- 
istic of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanborn.    Their  log  barn 
was  often  occnpicd  as  a  school-room,  and  their 
house  for  a  church  and  tON\-n  hall ;  and  at  one 
time,  when  the  people  had  been  exposed  to  the 
smallpox,  was  thrown  open  for  a  pc>t  house.  | 
Families  in  need  of  a  temporary  home  till  tliey  j 
could  build,  were  kindly  received  hero.  They! 
were  both  church-members.    As  an  illusti-ation  | 
of  the  Christian  character  of  Mr.  S.,  wc  niay  be ; 
allowed  to  offer  the  following  anecdote.    Tiiere  i 
existed  a  little  difference  bn-tween  him  an»l  a' 
neighbor  in  regard  to  a  road.    The  neitrhbori 
caUed  to  see  about  ir.    :Mr.  S.  was  at  the  l)am.  1 
Going  out  to  the  bam,  he  did  not  see  him,  but  1 
heard"  the  voice  of  prayer.    Mr.  S.  was  iraplor-  i 
ing  a  blessing  upon  each  nci-hl>or  by  name. 
The  one  present  was  not  omitted.    Never  after- 
ward did  the  latter  doubt  the  h(uie>ty  of  his 
neighbor  S.    In  a  word,  his  was  in  every  way  a 
noble  nature.     But,  "  Our  fathers,  where  are 
theyl" 

DEA.  THOMAS  FULLER 
Was  a  native  of  Cape  Cod,  and  early  left  an 
orphan.  At  the  age  of  IG  he  went  to  llardwick. 
Mass.,  where  some  yot^rs  affr  he  murried  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Colotiel  Fa-e.  and  in  1798  removed 
to  llardwick,  Vt.  He  wx-i  of  Puritan  descent, 
and  strictly  carried  out  tlu-ir  priii.  iples  in  the 
training  of  his  tamily.  and  matters  pertaining  to 
the  church  and'society  generally. 

His  public  spirit  and  <;>i  :il>ility  to  servo  the 
town  gave  him  fi>.pMU  and  tlie  coiai- 

denco  of  tlie  people.  Ho  ai.h  d  in  the  or-ani/.a- 
tion  of  the  lir>t  ( 'op-n -a:  !■  ^nul  (  "hure'.i.nud  w.i- 
clcctc'l  its  tirst  d.-acou,  w nich  odice  ho  iieid  till 
his  death,  in  1823. 


FROM  A  lllOCR.VrilY  BY  UEV.  CIIK STER  WIUGUT. 
SAMUEL  STEVENS, 
Son  of  Capt.  Simeon  Stevens,  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  was  a  native  of  New- 
bury.   Eariy  bereft  of  father  and  mother,  the 
promise  to  the  orphan  was  verified  to  him  ;  for  in 
the  midst  of  corrupt  examples,  compelled  to  hear 
profanity,  exposed  to  all  the  allurements  of  vice, 
he  yet  never  defiled  his  lips  with  an  oath,  or  fol- 
lowed the  multitude  to  do  evil.    He  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  man  who  required  various  kinds  of 
service,  and  who,  contrary  to  agreement,  gave 
him  few  opportunities  for  mental  improvement, 
a  deprivation  he  deeply  lamented  during  his  life, 
lu  his  minority  he  gave  proof  of  his  native 
strength  of  mind,  enterprise,  and  rare  business 
talents  for  which  he  was  afterwards  distinguished. 

In  1798,  ho  came  to  Hardwick,  and,  vrith  a 
small  patrimony  left  him  by  his  father,  together 
with  his  own  gains,  he  purchased  a  wild  lot, 
erected  a  log  house,  and,  the  same  year,  was 
married  to  ]Miss  Puah  Mcllen,  of  HoilL-ton, 
:^Ias3.    They  were  the  first  settlers  of  the  fionr- 
islting  village  East  Hardwick,  formerly  called 
I  Stevens's  Village.    He  built  the  first  mills  in 
j  to^vn,  a  saw-mill  in  1798,  and  a  grist-mill  in  ISOO, 
I  and  prosecuted  various  branches  of  business ; 
was  remarkable  for  his  promptness  in  making 
j  contracts,  for  the  energy  vdth  which  he  carried 
i  {i)rward  whatever  he  undertook,  and  his  strict  iu- 
I  tcgrity  in  all  his  dealings.    For  21  years  he  was 
!  town  treasurer   was  one  of  the  tirst  in  the  tem- 
i  perance  reform,  practising  abstinence  from  ail 
intoxicating  drinks,  and  requiring  the  same  ot 
I  all  in  his  employ.    He  gave  land  on  which  to 
:  build  a  store  on  condition  that  it  should  be  a 
i  temperance  one.     The  canwing  out  of  these 
temperance  principles  exerted  a  moral  influence 
that  is  still  felt  in  the  village.    "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S. 
manifested  a  deep  interest,  also,  in  the  cause  of 
education.    They  were,  moreover,  noted  for  hos- 
pitality.   Iklinisters,  friends  generally,  and  the 
travellers,  as  well,  seeking  entertainment,  always 
found  a  welcome.    Both  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  they  manifested  their  piety 
by  their  willingness  to  sitpport  the  gospel,  and 
by  their  regard  for  the  reqtiircments  of  God. 
They  lived  happy  and  died  happy,  and  their 
memory  is  blcsssed. 


FRO.M  A  mOGKAPIIY  BY  REV.  C  WBIGHT. 
SIMEON  n.  STEVENS, 
**  Third  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  a  young  man  of 
much  promise  ;  a  graduate  (  )  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont ;  conducted  for  a  season  the 
Craftsliury  Seminary  ;  and  commenced  the  study 
of  theology  in  the  Bangor  (M.  E.)  Theological 
Seminary.  In  consequence,  however,  of  failing 
lu  alth,  he  was  obliged  to  aluaulon  vA\  a:.w  .i- 
tions  in  reference  to  tho  miuisuy.  Ho,  ncvcr- 
thel'  S^  was  married  al-oiit  tlii.>  time  to  Mi-^s  M 
A.  Voiinir.  dan-hter  of  Hon.  Auuu>tus  Younj, 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  his  native  town.  But 
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with  rcturniiv^  hcaltli.  dosuiuLT  a  wider  field  in 
which  to  labor  for  tlic  pood  of  his  fcllow-incn, 
ho  removed  to  Johnson,  and  became  Principal 
of  the  Lamoille  Co.  Grammar  School.  A  year 
had  not  elapsed,  when  ho  was  suddenly  removed 
by  death.  His  remains  were  interred  in  llard- 
wick.  It  was  remarked  upon  the  occasion  of 
his  funeral  that  the  largo  audience  were  all 
mourners.'^ 

LEVI  GOODRICH 
Settled  from  ^Massachusetts  in  1798.    A  worthy 
and  efficient  man  in  the  town  and  the  church. 

SAMUEL  FRENCH, 
Bom  in  Hoosich,  Mass.,  came  to  Hardwick,  Vt., 
about  1800.  He  married  Tabitha  Dow,  a  sister 
of  the  far-famed  Lorenzo  Dow,  a  woman  of  tal- 
ent, and  agreeable  and  lady-like.  "  He  was 
considered  a  man  of  talent,  especially  in  public 
speaking."  He  was  one  of  Nature's  noblest 
sons,  but  was  peculiar  in  his  religious  feelings ; 
yet  it  was  true  of  him  that  he  entertained  no 
sectarian  views.  Sectional  variances  delayed 
the  building  of  a  church  for  worship,  and  he  was 
led  to  feel  a  special  order  from  heaven  to  build  a 
house  for  the  Lord.  Tliis  he  did  almost  wholly 
unaided  in  1820,  which  was  the  first  church- 
building  in  town  to  be  occupied  by  all  denomi- 
nations. He  never  would  sell  or  deed  it  to  any 
sect ;  the  Congregational  Church  made  repeated 
efforts  to  purchase  it.  Although  it  is  conceded 
that  his  motive  to  furnish  the  town  with  a 
church  was  good,  yet  the  result  was,  contrary  to 
his  expectations,  deleterious  to  the  town.  The 
inscription,  "  Liberty  of  Conscience,"  gave  all  a 
light  of  occupancy  ;  but  finally  it  was  u;cd  in  a 
way  foreign  to  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  in- 
tent of  the  builder.  He  was  reiniatedly  urtred 
to  serve  the  town  in  a  public  capucity ;  though  a 
pliilanthropic  man,  he  always  despised  oliice. 
On  once  being  asked  to  run  as  a  candidate  for 
representative,  he  declared  "he  would  not  go  if 
elected."  He  was  very  kind  in  his  family,  a 
good  neighbor  and  citizen.  He  died  in  1848, 
aged  69  years. 

DR.  AMASA  MORSE 
Was  the  first  physician  in  Hardwick.  Ho  came 
into  town  with  his  family  in  1800,  and  continued 
in  practice  until  his  death.  "  He  was  a  very 
kind  and  feeling  man,  and  a  good  family  physi- 
cian." He  died  in  1820,  aged  46  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  nearly  40  years  —  an  active 
woman,  who  energetically  met  the  wants  of  a 
hirgc  family.  She  was  a  very  shrewd  but  useful 
woman  in  community,  and  a  proK  ssing  Chris- 
tian. She  ched  in  18r>0,  in  the  82d  year  of  her 
age. 

CART.  JOHN  C.  r.RinGKMAX, 
From  Coventry,  Conn.,  to  Il  irdwic  k,  the  first 
settler  in  the  bouth  part  of  the  town,  -erv.-il  tht^ 
town  in  dilll'rent  way,;.    Was  a  very  kind  man 
to  liii  friends,  and  iu  his  family. 


FRANCIS  WllIlTLE 
And  wife  carao  into  Hardwick  with  their  son, 
Joel  Whipple,  and  family,  in  1804,  from  New 
Braintrce.  Ho  was  a  very  jovial  man,  much 
given  to  anecdote,  but  firm  in  j)riuciplc,  and  a 
very  industrious,  economical,  and  useful  citizen. 
In  his  last  sickness  his  prayer  was  especially  for 
the  welfare  of  the  church.  He  died  in  1823,  aged 
81.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Whi[)ple,  was  a  woman  of 
superior  mind,  and  a  n\uther  in  Israel,  beloved 
by  all,  young  and  old.  She  po.--ossed  a  great 
fund  of  cheerfulness,  and  was.ofcen  very  shrewd. 
A  fanatical  minister  once  called,  and  said,  *'  You 
sometimes  entertain  ministers."  "  Yes,  if  they 
have  a  recommendation."  "  And  what  would 
j  you  say  at  one  from  heaven  /  "  —  "  Go  straight 
j  back,  'tis  a  poor  country  here  for  such  a  man  !  " 
j  When  a  widow,  an  aged  rnan  asked  her  to  be- 
come his  wife.  In  answer,  *' Why,  Mr.  B.,  wo 
are  nothing  but  old  children.  You  have  one  foot 
in  the  grave,  the  other  will  Ik;  there  soon.  You 
had  better  go  home,  read  your  Bible,  and  pre- 
pare to  die,  than  to  be  hero  on  such  an  errand !  " 

She  was  vciy  industrious  ;  some  of  her  last 
j  work  was  spinning  linen  for  a  web.  She  warped 
I  it,  forgot  to  tic  the  leases,  and,  &s  she  took  it 
j  from  the  bars,  a  gust  of  wind  blew  the  whole  into 
I  an  irrecoverable  snarl.      And  is  this  the  great 
j  Babylon  I  have  built  1  a  just  rebuke  to  my  pride 
j  and  vanity  !  "    She  was  a  friend  to  the  sick  and 
needy,  and  such  was  her  great  disinterestedness 
i  and  evcry-day  piety,  she  was  a  fit  counsellor  for 
[  all.    The  last  years  of  her  life  she  made  her 
friends  a  yearly  visit.    She  always  chose  to  walk, 
j  People,  sick  or  well,  ever  gave  her  a  cheer- 
}  ful  welcome.  "  Grauilma  is  coming,"  has  been 
!  echoed  from  many  a  child's  ghul  heart.  The 
j  words  of  wisdom  and  instruction  which  were 
( dropped  from  her  lips  arc  as  golden  treas- 
!  ures  in  the  memory  of  those  who  knew  her. 
j  The  last  visit  she  made  was  in  December.  She 
I  walked  half  a  mile  to  see  a  sick  man.  The 
I  edbrt  was  too  much,  and  proved  the  occasion  of 
her  death.  Her  la^t  audible  prayer  was,  "  Clotho 
me  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  and  may  I,  in 
the  morning  of  the  resura'ction,  rise  in  the  image 
of  my  Saviour  ! "    She  died  Dec.  1 833,  aged  89. 

DEA.  JOEL  WHIPPLE 
Iniicritcd  the  ready  wit  of  his  mother,  and  the 
fi:-mness  of  his  father.  Was  ver}'  active  in  town 
business,  and  in  promotirg  schools.  He  was 
elected  deacon  of  the  Con-n  Jational  Chun^h  in 
1821,  which  office  he  held  till  his  death,  in  1S27. 
Dunne  this  time,  the  chun  h  wa.s  subJiN-tod  to 
severe  trials,  and  a  division,  caused  by  the  locat- 
ing a  house  of  worsliip. 

He  gave  liberally,  an<l  was  firm  and  persc- 
,  vcrii!','  in  his  ((1'>rr-  to  a.T'iiu;.': -h  tlu-  work  of 
I  building  a  Iio!im,'  f'f  tho  Lord.  The  bri'thrcn 
j  were  nerved  on  to  ivl'vu  bv  lii-^  ch<  ••rl'  i!,  hopofal 
i  spirit;  tlie  pavror  v'u  ow-vyd  ;  rr!':,.ini\  h'T'.oiT.i 

I  by  his  love  to  God,  to  the  church,  and  his  fellow- 
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a  traveller  would  ri<lo  a  little  later  or  p:o  a  litilo 
further  to  ^'Ct  to  "  Wariior'.s."  In  ISIG,  he  Iki.I 
the  misfortune  to  lose,  by  death,  the  comi):iiii>.a 
of  his  early  years.  In  1818,  ho  was  inurri'  d 
iv^w'm  to  yirs.  Anna  Burton,  whoso  death  pre- 
ceded his  but  a  short  time.  He  went  West  in 
185.'},  and  <lied  Jan.  1854,  at  Clullieothe,  Ohio, 
in  the  84th  year  of  his  age. 

Col.  Warner  was  one  of  the  principal  men  hy 
whose  influence  the  name  of  the  to^vn  was  cull.  .1 
after  "Old  Hardwick,  Mass."  He  was  one  ui 
the  early  representatives  of  the  town  in  the  Staio 
Le^'islaturc.  A  member  of  the  church,  he  con- 
tinued in  liis  Christian  profession  up  to  his  death. 
He  wa3  a  very  publie-spiiitcd  man,  always  fa- 
vored improvements,  especially  of  roads. 

He  wa3  considered  a  man  of  good  judLmient 
upon  matters  of  cvery-day  life.  This  father  t.f 
the  town  had  the  gratification  to  witness  repeated 
rewards  of  his  usefulness  and  public  generosity, 
the  wavia;:^  grains  take  the  place  of  the  wilder- 
ness, the  town  teem  with  life  and  activity,  the 
thoroughfares  busy  with  the  hurried  traveller, 
and  society  flourish  under  the  nurture  of  truth 
and  virtue. 

[Wc  are  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Hyde  for  helping 
gather  and  copy  other  liistorical  material,  both  in 
and  near  this  section.  —  ed.] 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER, 

FROM  MISS  STEVEXS. 

]Mr.  David  Tuttle,  son  of  Rev.  Amos  Tut- 
tle,  the  first  minister  of  Hardwick,  who  has  lived 
in  towTi  longer  than  any  other  person  now  living, 
says  we  are  mistaken  in  one  item  of  history  — 
that  is,  of  the  first  burial  of  an  adult  in  town.  In 
the  history,  we  have  written  of  a  Mr.  Sinclair,  an 
man  who  came,  with  his  funnily,  to  settle  in  j  aged  man,  that  he  died  in  1796,  and  was  buried 
Hardwick,  was  the  first  child  horn  in  town  j  in  a  log  dug  out,  etc.  :Mr.  Tuttle  says  he  was  13 
(1792), and  named  Hardwick  in  honor  thereof.  \  years  old;  remembers  well  of  his  death,  funeral, 
In  earlv  life  he  became  a  preacher  and  mcniher ;  and  burial.  His  father  attended  or  heard  tlK  ex- 
of  the  Vermont  :Methodist  Cunfercnce  ;  and.  not- i  crcises.  lie  says  his  coffin  was  made  of  pino 
withstanding  the  accuniulatincr  care  of  a  Inr-c  '  boards,  and  painted  black.  Still  Mr.  Sinclair,  a 
family,  was'an  itinerant  for  many  years  —  for  j  great-grandcliild  of  the  one  in  question,  claims 
,  more  than  forty  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gos- 
January.  ISGl,  he  left  the  vineyard  of  toil 


man,  and  in  the  promotion  of  peace  and  har- 
mony, for  which  he  wa^s  especially  distinguished. 

Mils.  MARTIIA  WHirPLE, 
IIi3  wife,  w;is  a  woman  of  great  refinement, 
meek,  and  Christ-like.  She,  and  also  her  hus- 
band, joined  in  slnu^ing  pniises  to  God  in  his 
house  till  their  dcatli.  The  tones  of  her  voice 
were  sweet  and  melodious.  She  died  in  183(5, 
aged  54  years. 

FRANCIS  P.  WHIPPLE, 

Their  oldest  son,  a  graduate  of  ^liddlebury  Col- 
Itge,  and  principal  of  an  academy  in  Crranville, 
N.  Y.,  died  in  1S30,  aged  25.  He  was  intending 
to  enter  the  ministry. 

HORATIO  NELSON, 
Their  third  son,  two  years  in  Amherst  College, 
was  taken  sick,  and  obliged  to  leave.  Having 
partially  recovered,  he  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Medway,  jNIass.  Ho  taught  but  a  short  time, 
however,  before  he  went  to  his  uncle  Levi  Whip- 
ple's, in  Putman,  Ohio,  where  he  died  of  con- 
sumption in  1835,  aged  26  years. 

He,  too,  had  decided  to  be  a  minister.  He  w:is 
a  very  devoted,  useful  Christian ;  unassuming, 
pleasing  in  his  ways,  and  had  the  love  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

CHARLES  WHIPPLE, 
The  youngest  son  and  brother,  commenced  a 
preparatory  course  of  study,  with  the  ministry  in 
view,  but  relinquished  his  cherished  wishes  to 
live  with  and  care  for  his  widowed  mother  ;  but 
the  angel  of  death  claimed  yet  another.  He  died 
in  1832,  aged  21. 


REV.  J.  B.  HARDWICK  NORRIS, 
Son  of  Deacon  Nathaniel  Xorris  the  ? 


pel, 

for  the  banqueting  house  above. 

COL.  ALPHA  WARNER. 
BT  .V.  J.  nVPK,  M.  D. 

Colonel  Waknf.r  was  bom  in  Hardwick, 
Mass.,  Dec.  1770,  and  removed  to  Hardwick, 
Vt.,  179G,  following  the  old  military  road  to 
Canada,  opene<l  tliruii-h  the  wildcnu-s  by  Col. 
Hazen.  Soon  af-r  ho  came  hero,  li"  was  mar- 1  was  movin 
ried  to  Miss  r>yaia  L'vhh,  of  llavd'.v 
As  the  old  shnxvs,  bearin- 

1797,  he,  this  y-'ar,  <>\ynv<\  a  IioUm^ 
mcnt  on  tin 


11, 


•k,  M 

tlio  duo  of 
)t  ontert.'.iu- 
u  Vmk'A,  and  prosified  in  the 


u-> 


that  he  u-as  interred  in  a  log,  as  described.  He 
says,  his  mother  was  at  the  funeral,  etc.  In 
Greensboro',  two  miles  away,  there  was  a  good 
saw-mill;  with  means  at  hand,  we  can  hardly 
suppose  so  rude  a  coffin  would  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Tattle  says,  before  the  town  was  settled 
but  after  the  clearincr  made  by  Messrs.  SaiTord 
and  Pa-e,  a  ^Mr.  Satlbrd,  the  one  who  worked 
with  Mr.  Page,  or  a  man  by  the  same  name, 
with  his  family  through  Hardwick 
to  Cambri<l2:e.  They  encamped  for  the  night  in 
the  hut  built  by  Peter  V-.v-c.  He  was  taken  with 
I'ilious  colio,  and  died;  and  ]Mr.  Tuttle  says, 
Mr.  Salford's  son  tohl  him  that  they  were 
oMi  red  r.s  iVvs  out  a  ba'^s  log  to  bury  him  in. 


capacitv  of  lin.r  lor  iiv.ir'y  W  years.    This  ]u 
was  one  of  tliu  uio.t  noted  iu  Vcrmout,  and  many  \  He  wa-s  interred  near  the  stopping-place.    1  lus. 


335 


pcrlup:^,  pavo  rise  to  tho  storv  of  Mr.  Siacluir's 
bt'iu;:  buried  in  such  a  coffin. 


TiiocGiiTS  OF  tup:  pkesknt,  and  kemi- 

NISCE^CES  OF  THE  PAST. 

I  am  an  old  man,  seventy-eight  to-d.vy.  I  am 
the  only  person  living  in  tliis  town  that  was  liv- 
ing in  it  at  the  time  it  was  oriranized.  I  liave 
seen  its  growtli  for  the  hist  sixty-six  year*! ;  have 
shared  in  its  trials,  prosperity,  and  honors,  and 
have  now  retired  from  business  with  little  capital, 
except  a  middling  clear  conscience,  excellent 
health  for  ouo  of  my  age,  many  friends,  and  not 
an  enemy  that  I  know.  If  I  have  any,  we  never 
meet ;  so  I  am  pleasantly  situated  at  the  present, 
and  visit  my  friends  often,  hi  which  I  take  great 
satisfaction. 

I  meet  citizens  of  this  town,  with  their  splen- 
did equipage,  on  a  good  smooth  road,  wlicre  I, 
sixty  odd  years  ago,  found  ray  way  throng] i  then 
a  dense  forest,  by  blazed  trees.  Not  long  since, 
I  was  on  an  eminence  where,  in  by-gone  davs,  I 
followed  my  sable  line.  Then  I  could  see  but  a 
few  rods  into  the  great  woods  ;  now,  from  that 
stand-point,  I  can  see  many  splenditl  farms  and 
residences,  and  even  look  in  upon  adjoining 
towns.  I  stood  for  a  time  enjoying  the  beauti- 
ful prospect,  contrastin-]:  it  with  the  past,  wlien 
thoughts  crossed  my  mind  of  the  great  West ;  and 
I  said,  "What  is  this,  compared  with  that  I  Jiavc 
seen  there  1  Here,  it  has  taken  over  half  a  cen- 
tury to  bring  about  this  change.  Tha-e,  I  have 
seen  on  the  shores  of  the  great  lakes,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  ^illaLres  grow  uj) 
in  a  few  months  larger  than  this  to\vn  owns  at 
the  present.  But  soon  my  thoughts  were  n^rain 
on  the  landscape  before  me,  and  I  said,  mentally, 
though  this  has  been  a  slow  work  compared  Avitli 
some  of  young  America  for  a  few  years  pa>t, 
yet  it  has  been  sure.  The  splendid  farms  and 
residences  that  I  see  here,  tho  occnpants  own, 
and  have  money  to  let ;  whereas  those  I  have 
seen  grow  up  so  rapidly  at  the  West,  some  cap- 
italist living  East  holds  a  mortgage  fur  much 
more  than  they  can  l>o  sold  for  in  these  hard 
times.  Although  I  admire  those  Western  States, 
—  believing  they  are  destined  to  bo  the  heart  of 
the  greatest  republic  on  earth,  —  lam  compelled 
to  say,  Vermont  is  a  good  httle  State  to  live  in, 
after  all  that  is  done  and  said.  The  ViTinonrers 
have  ever  done  their  ovra  work  and  thinking,  and 
will  continue  to  for  a  long  time  to  come,  I  am 
confident. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Hardwick,  Caledonia  County,  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont, I  wi^h  you  all  tho  pto-pcrity  ami  happi- 
ness that  belongs  to  a  correct  ami  virtuoiH  com- 
munity. ])AVn>  TUTTLK. 

SuiitJi  Ilnrdiclch,  F'h.  20,  iStil. 
tWe  thank  wo'^t  oordi;illy  tlii.s  Harduirk  fiithor 
for  liis  (•(ijitrilmt ;iMi.  llow  ii):myo;li  r  t'lw  ii  - -.v,!! 
sciul,  for  o;ir  I.it.  r.iry  1  )i  p  I'  t nimt ,  .i  ti  iluitc  from 
tlioir  <i!''".-it  inniL  liviui;?  Wlicn  oU\  iucu  talk,  we 
love  to  listen.  — KD.J 


I  AM  PA.SSING  TIIIIOUGII  THE  VALLEY. 

Miss  Jano  Ann  Porter,  bom  in  East  Hard- 
wick, in  1832,  died  December,  1835.  The  fol- 
lowing Hues  were  written  three  weeks  before  her 
death  :  — 

I  am  passing  through  tho  rallojr 
Called  by  mortals  dark  and  drcir  ; 

Where  the  dre;id  death-aiiirel  rei^'-ncth, 
Strikin-^  stoutest  hearts  with  fear. 

Round  mo  rolls  tho  rapid  river, 
And  the  breaking  waves  dash  highj 

But  they  shall  not  overwhelm  me, 
For  ray  Saviour  Btill  is  uigh. 

Cue  strong  arm  around  me  circles, 
While  tho  other  points  above  — 

And  he  whimpers  to  my  spirit 
Words  of  holy  peace  and  love. 

Ah !  this  vjiJlcy,  dark  and  lonely, 

Is  not  dark  and  lono  to  me  ; 
For  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  gleaming 

Through  the  rippled  clouds  I  see. 

Brighter  yet  it  grows,  and  brighter, 

Till  the  shadows  disappear  ; 
And  the  shore  of  life  eternal 

iiises  to  my  vision  clear. 

Forms  of  loveliness  excelling 

All  I've  ever  seen  before, 
Wait  to  'weleome  me  to  glory, 

Whcu  my  pilgrimage  is  o'er. 


THE  LIFE  OF  A  MIS^ONARY. 

BY  MRS.  E.  S.  INGALLS. 

Mirny  long  years  since,  I  can  just  perceive  in 
tiie  disumco  a  ruddy  youth  of  beautiful  counte- 
nance, full  of  animation,  of  kindly  disposition, 
deariy  beloved  by  all  his  friends,  full  of  zeal  for 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  ready 
to  triumph  over  tilial,  fraternal,  and  social  affec- 
tions, to  go  far  hence  among  the  aborigines  of 
the  Western  wild^. 

Distances  were  not  then  shortened  to  the  ex- 
tent that  they  now  are.  It  Avas  a  long,  long  way 
over  hill  and  dale,  terminating  at  last  in  literally 
ahowUng  wilderness,  with  no  other  road  than  an 
Indian  trail,  where  tho  wolves  played  well  their 
part. 

This  young  missionary  was  among  the  pio- 
neers to  the  Cherokee  nation,  there-fure  sul  jocted 
to  all  the  privati'.fus  incident  to  a  lirst  expedi- 
tion, lie  at  once  fixed  his  habitation  among  tho 
red  man's  wigwams,  wliere  the  forest  was  not 
only  to  bo  felled,  hut  the  wild  man  tamed.  At 
the  very  coraraeuccment  he  rean-d  the  standard 
of  Inimanuel,  and  to  tlio  nations  around  told  tho 
story  of  Jesus,  Faster  than  liis  means  would 
allow,  ho  wmdd  have  collected  tho  youth  and 
cliildren  into  schools. 

That  knowledge  might  be  difTused  tho  wholo 
length  and  lu-eivhh  of  the  nation,  be  often  itine- 
rated. More  than  once  on  the  excursions  was  he 
corniielled  to  suIi-'-t  on  tlio  ]>ro(]uetii'ns  of  nat- 
m<',  Nvilhi'ur  any  u,  rial  inoililieatiou  of  art  to 
render  ins  *Ii.->h  patatable.  In  a  letter  to  hii 
friends  he  remarked,  *'  I  often  make  my  breakfast 
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of  a  water-melon,  ami  my  Jimior  and  supper  on 
cucmnbers  ami  ^'recn  com. 

"  All  chiy  have  I  rode  in  tho  rain,  swam  deep 
creeks,  and  at  niu'ht  laid  down  in  my  drenched 
clothes  on  the  ground,  and  slept  (luietly,  unin- 
jured by  exposure.  So  you  seo  I  have  ;;reat  rea- 
son to  praiac  God  fur  a  i^ood  constitution." 

In  process  of  tirao  other  missionaries  were 
sent  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  amony;  whom  some 
whole  families,  that  tho  nations  mi;rht  have  a 
sample  of  good  order  and  industry  to  awake 
their  dormant  enoriries.  From  one  of  these  fam- 
iliea  this  missionary  selected  a  companion.  This 
was  the  first  Cliristian  marriage  celebrated  in 
the  Cherokee  nation,  therefore  pubhcly  solem- 
nized in  the  presence  of  many  natives,  who  soon 
learned  tho  propritty  of  the  institution. 

A  single  instance  out  of  thousands  will  show 
that  they  were  mutual  sharers  of  trials  of  no 
ordinary  kind.  Once  when  they  were  journey- 
ing on  horseback  from  one  station  to  auotlier, 
the  distance  of  50  miles  or  more,  the  sable  cur- 
tains of  night  encircled  them  while  they  were  still 
in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest,  the  rain  descend- 
ing in  torrents.  There  was  no  alternative  but 
to  remain  through  the  night.  The  first  effort  to 
obtain  fire,  doubtless  by  friction,  forced  the 
whole  apparatus  from  his  grasp,  while  the  dark- 
ness rendered  th^  search  for  it  Yr  hoUy  imavailing. 
A  shelter  composed  of  their  saddles  and  a  few 
barks  was  all  a  tender  female  and  helpless  iiiflmt 
had  to  shield  them  a  whole  night  from  the  pelt- 
ing storm.  The  little  one,  notwithstanding  ail 
the  defence  its  mother  could  atibrd,  was  so  com- 
pletely drenched  as  to  wear  marks  of  its  green 
cap  until  its  hair  was  of  suthcient  length  to  Ik: 
cropped  from  its  head. 

While  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  Ilardwick, 
relating  some  of  the  various  scones  through  which 
he  had  passed,  hi.-  friends  iiuiuircd  '*  Why  lie  did 
not  mention  in  his  public  addresses  some  of  the 
many  trials  he  had  to  encouurcr  on  missionary 
grounds"  "I  should  blush  to  hold  up  to  pub- 
lic gaze  my  trials,  while  the  goodness  and  nu  rcy 
of  my  Heavenly  Father  have  followul  me  all  my 
days,"  he  replied.  Very  true,  indeed ;  praise 
might  well  dwell  upon  his  tonsrne. 

He  did  not  spend  his  strcmrtli  for  naught.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  the  entire  aspect  of  the 
nation  was  changed.  "  Insteiul  of  comfortless 
wigwams,"  he  wrote,  "  I  now  lind  good  framed 
or  brick  houses;  instead  of  slee[>ing  on  the 
ground,  I  now  re]-o>o  on  feather  I'cd-*  ;  instead 
of  partaking  my  ?eanty  meal  with  my  fingers,  I 
now  find  good,  vhulesomo  foo<l  placed  uri  a 
ncatly-fnrni.>hed  t;'ble;  and,  what  is  far  bettor, 
instead  of  t!ie  ho.irl.en,  tiie  blind  worshippers  (^f 
tho 'Great  8[>iiit,'  I  now  find  a  well-organized 
communitv,  the  r:;  k  and  liunililo  fnl h.>',\  .  rs  of 
Chri  st  J("siiH,  —  nnr  rhat  if  is  true  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, but  a  u<t«>d  y.-nj  "nion." 

ir  re  I  Nvuuld  r'.i'i'y  h-ive  the  Chorolcce  na- 
tion, and  the  devoted  mLsionary,  quietly  and 


faithfully  pursuing  his  labors  of  love ;  bu:  the 
white  man  coveted  tho  highly  productive  li::d 
of  tho  Indians,  who,  after  long  and  crrievotu 
abuses,  were  removed  from  their  cherished  honiie-, 
to  the  uncultivated  reirions  of  the  "far  We^:/' 
where  thousands,  victims  to  the  change,  fotind  an 
early  grave. 

The  missionary,  after  laboring  more  than  20 
years  with  the  Indians,  was  employed  by  xha 
Homo  Missionary  Society  to  labor  in  FiLnoii. 
But  he  has  gone  to  his  reward.  He  died  1541, 
while  attending  the  Presbytery  at  Alton.  111. 

His  name  was  Rev.  Wm.  Ceambeslaix.  a 
native  of  Bradford,  Vt.  He  passed  several 
years  in  Hardwiek,  where  he  was  convened,  and 
sent  forth  to  the  missionary  work. 

"While  visituig  his  friends  in  Vennont  in  1  S.35, 
an  uncle  inquired  if  he  had  made  aav  proriiioa 
for  his  future  support  ?  "  Certainly."  '-TMiere  ? " 
"In  Heaven"  was  the  emphatic  reply.  -'I 
commit  all  to  the  care  of  my  Heavenlv  Fat},iT." 
Subsequent  events  proved  his  faita  genuine,  and 
the  gracious  promises  immutable.    On  his  rs- 
tuni,  provision  was  made  for  the  edacarioa  cf 
two  of  his  daughters.    '^Ix.  FansLaw,  of  X.  T., 
well  known  as  the  printer  and  agent  of  tie 
^Vmerican  Tract  Society,  educated  one ;  a  lady 
in  Brooklyn,  another.    Wlien  the  faithful  mis- 
I  sionary  was  called  suddenly  away,  aid  was  im- 
j  mediately  proffered.    Rev.  S.  Worcester,  of  Sa- 
I  Icm,  Mass.,  whose  father  was  the  first  Secrerarr 
j  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  die<i  a: 
I  Brainard,  Cherokee  Xation,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
I  C,  who  closed  his  eyes,  and  commir-d  duii  to 
dust,  claimed  die  privilege  of  educarin^-  one  ;  a:i 
the  others  were  kindly  educated  by  benevolent 
individuals. 


KIRBY. 

BY  CHAKLES  H.  GEATZS.  ^ 

A  TO^VNSHip  lying  in  the  easterly  ran  of 
Caledonia  County,  and  very  well  adapted  to 
agricultural  pursuits  —  the  soil  beincr  genemllv 
free  from  stone,  and  consisting  of  a  rich  grave:- v 
loam ;  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  ail  kir.'is 
of  grain  and  grass,  and  in  most  ports  to  the 
growing  of  Indian  corn  successfullv.  Fruit, 
;  also,  grows  well  here ;  there  are  some  fine  speci- 
!  mens  in  town.    The  winter  of  1S5S  was,  hoT- 
■  ever,  ratlicr  unfavorable  lor  the  apple;  the  oil 
I  growth  already  shows  signs  of  decav.    With  the 
I  exception  of  a  range  of  mountains  in  the  east- 
'  erly  part,  the  town  is  susceptible  of  ral:ira> 
Ition;  and  even  those  mountain-lors,  after  beinr 
I  cleared  of  their  heavy  growth  of  timber.  pn> 
I  ducc  the  best  of  pasturage.    Indeed,  there  is 
i  very  little  wa^^te  land  in  town.    The  low  lands. 
I  tliat  in  tho  early  seLclenie-nt  were  considered  too 
j  Wet  ami  swampy  for  cultivation,  arc  cow  the 
:  nnxr  produeiivo  and  valuaWe.    Tho  tovsTiship  is 
I  well  wateroil  witli  Springs  and  brooks  t:,a:  ri.se 
'  among  tho  hills,  and  wind  their  wav  through  the 
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valleys  to  the  Possumpsic  and  Moose  Rivers,  tlie 
LiMor  of  whifh  passes  tlirouixh  a  corner  of  the 
tKwn.  Alon^i^  its  borders  aro  a  few  excellent 
f.inns,  but  no  sire-;  for  mills.  Xear  tlie  ccnKrc  of 
the  town  there  i-i  quire  a  niountuin-ridu'o  wliieh 
somewhat  divides  the  business  of  the  town, 
llerc  is  also  a  small  pond,  from  which  is-ues 
Pond  Brook,  on  v/hich  aro  erected  2  suw-mills 
and  1  starch  fa to rr,  which  do  jrood  bu.-.inoss; 
there  arc  also  2  other  saw-mills  iu  town  in 
successful  operation  a  part  of  the  year.  In  the 
easterly  part  of  the  township  is  an  excellent 
quarry  of  granite,  known  as  tho  "  Evans  quarrv," 
which,  for  beaury  and  feasibility,  excels  any- 
thing of  the  kind  yet  found  in  this  section,  and 
will,  doubtless,  at  some  future  day,  be  exten- 
sively used  for  building  purposes.  The  town 
did  not  settle  very  rapidly,  and  has  never  num- 
bered much  more  than  500  inhabitant?.  There 
was  nothing  unusual  or  remarkable  in  the  events 


vcnient  and  successful  house-building.  Pnto  this 
rude  structure,  and  while  his  gablc-cnds  wero 
still  open,  ho  removed  his  funily,  consisting  of  a 
wife  and  two  small  children.  Addressing  him- 
self now  to  clearing  away  the  fore>,t  about  him, 
and  preparing  the  soil  for  cuhivation,  he  suc- 
ceeded the  first  year  in  rai.^ing  a  sunicient  amount 
of  grain  to  meet  the  wants  of  his  family.  By 
another  year,  without  the  aid  of  a  loam,  ho  had 
subdued  enough  of  the  forest  to  garlicr  in  150 
bushels  of  wheat.  By  the  third  year,  he  had  put 
up  a  framed  barn— tho  building  in  wiiich  ho 
thinks  was  taught  the  Hrst  school  and  held 
tho  first  religious  meeting  in  town  (A.D.  lSO-1). 
That  barn  is  still  standing,  and  is  in  a  good  con- 
dition. The  first  saw-mill  iu  town,  moreover, 
was  built  by  :Mr.  Junathan  Leach. 

The  town  charter  was  granted  Oct.  20,  17SG, 
and  chartered  Oct.  27,  1790,  to  Ptoswell  Hop- 
kins, by  the  name  of  Ilopkinsvillc,  containing 

527  acres  wero 


connected  with  the  early  settlement.  Iu  com- !  ii,2Sl  acres.  Subscqucmlv  '^5'' 
men  with  the  early  settlers  of  the  rest  of  this  j  added  from  the  town  of  Bmic,  known  as  Burko 
region,_the  first  irhabitants  of  Ku-by  sulForcd  |  Tongue,  and  the  name  of  the  township  altered 
much  mconvenicnce  and  many  hardships -hv- 1  by  an  act  of  Legislature,  in  1803,  to  Ivirbv  The 
ing  as  they  did  in  a  wilderness  country,  far  from  \  town  was  or-anizcd  on  the  8th  of  Au-us't  1807 
any  market  or  source  of  supplies,  and  destitute  ;  and  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  the  firsJ 
m  almost  every  instance  of  a  team.  j  town-meeting  was  called  to  elect  town  officers. 

The  exact  date  of  the  first  permanent  settle- 1  Seiah  IIowc  was  chosen  Moderator,  Jonathan 
ment  made  here  is  not  known.  Theophiius  .  LcNvis,  Town  Clerk,  which  office  he  held  17 
Grant  and  Pluneas  Page  removed  thitlier  about .  years.  B.>njamia  Estabrooks,  Joel  Whipple  Ar- 
1792,  locating  near  the  town  line  adjacent  to  St.  |  unah  Burt,  first  Selectmen  ;  Philomcn  Brmvn 
Johnsbury.  In  1800,  Jonathan  Leach  came  into  -  first  Constable;  Josiah  Joshn,  first  Town  Eepre- 
the  north  part  of  the  tovm,  then  called  Burke  ,  scntativc. 

Tongue,  and  cut  his  first  tree.  lie  was  soon  |  Dr.  Abncr  ilills  removed  into  to^^Ti  about 
joined  by  Josiah  Joslin,  Jude  TYhitc,  Jonathan  |  1810,  practising  medicine  in  this  and  adjoinino- 
Lewis,  Ebcnczer  Damon,  Asahcl  Burr,  Antipas  |  towns  ;  but  did  not  remain  long,  with  the  cxcep" 
Ilamngton,  and  others,  mostly  from  ^lassachu- ;  lion  of  the  year  181.3,  when  tho  prevailing  cpi- 
sctts  and  Xew  Hampslure.  Jonathan  Leach  |  demic  proved  very  mortal  here,  there  bein"-  21 
and  Avife  are  still  living  upon  the  same  f^rm  j  deaths  in  town,  and  mostly  of  adults.  Thcpco- 
_  upon  which  he  first  settled,  and  arc  tlic  only  sur- 1  pie  have  ever  enjoved  a  vciy  good  de-rec  of 
vivors  of  the  first  company  of  settlers.  They ,  health.  The  oidcst  person  deceased  in  town 
stdl  enjoy  comfortable  health,  and  their  mental  I  appoars,  from  the  record,  to  have  been  Zcbulon 
faculties  arc  as  yet  very  httl_e_  impairc<I.    The  |  Burroughs,  aged  8-i.    The  first  birth  (June  2d, 

ISOl )  was  that  of  Lavina  Ilarriu-ton.   The  first 


age  of  Mr.  Leach  is  85  ;  of  Mrs.  Leach,  SS  or 
89.  He  was  a  native  of  Bridgewatcr,  Mass.  lie 
made  his  first  "  pitch in  thc'town  of  Burke  — 
purchasing  a  lot  of  land  near  the  centre  of  that 
town.  While  absent,  however,  engaged  in  remov- 
ing Ids  family  from  Massachusetts  to  tlieir  new 
home,  the  proprietors  obtained  a  new  drauglit  of 
the  town,  bringing  his  number  some  five  miles 


marriage  celebrated  was  that  of  Nathaniel  Becd 
and  Sukey  Sweat,  Feb.  8,  ISOi.  The  first 
death  was  that  of  Ileniy  White,  Sept.  3,  1S03. 

There  are  now  seven  organized  school  districts 
in  town. 

In  1812,  there  was  a  Congregational  Church 
organized,  consisting  of  11  memlKTS.  Timothy 


to  the  southward  of  tho  spot  where  he  had  com-  j  Locke  was  chosen  first  deacon,  whicli  office  ho 
menced  clearing,  in  an  unbroken  v.  ilderness.  j  held  until  Ins  death  in  1850.  This  church  has  never 
Procuring,  on  his  return,  the  av.i.f.tnec  of  a  !  had  a  pastor  ordained  over  it  ;  !)ut  has  been  im- 

I  proved  a  part  of  tho  time  by  itinerant  ministers 
!  from  abroad.  In  1?24,  Rev.  Luflicr  AVood  united 


neighbor  as  a  guide,  started  out  in  quest  of  hi 
number,  which,  after  some  dillieiiltv,  lie  stu' 


la  this  new  location  lie  com- 1  with  this  churcli,  and  eontinu'  d  to  preach  a  por- 


ceedcd  in  findiiu 
meneed  his  labors,  in  the  t;io 
He  ere.'led  at  oueo  a  1(>  : 
reader  may  readily  Ima-  oie,  ' 
inasmuch  as  he  was  d.Miiute  \..>\h  of  .hi,.,^;.-:  and 
b():u-([.-j,  not  to  menilon  iiunirum;!  otluT  anicies 
usually  deemed  indispensable  in  order  to  cou- 


th of  Aiirll,  ISi-Kl. 
1  <•,  til.  a:.ii.  :!s  ih- 
in;dcr  ilii'ilcnltie  ■.* 


tion  of  the  tlm.\ 
ties  of  acre,  he  v.ms  no 
l<>ral  diili.v;.      Iu  1; 


;.c>M!:iit  v.i  \\v'  iiilirnil- 
■ci-  able  to  {.erlorm  pas- 
the  church  erected  a 


('omloriaM':  liou,  e  of  v.  orship,  in  which  thev  con- 
tinued to  meet  until  about  is  id,  at  which  time 
tho  church  numbered  45  members.    About  tho 
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\t:rmon't  iiistouical  mag.vztxe. 


same  ycur  a  lu-w  cluirch  was  f(.niv,'<l  ut  Ea<t  St. 
Jolmsbury.    In  <'i"(^^f      ^'^'J^y  r'"'^ '1^ 

ami  ai-comiu<>aation>  tluui  wluit  they  had  hii  V-rto 
been  al>!o  to,  a  ponioii  of  the  K'ul.y  Cluuvh 
asked  aiul  obtaiucd  disniissioa  froia  tlic  latter  ^ 
with  a  view  to  unltinij;  with  tlic  t'ormcr.  '^"lii^  | 
exodus  from  the  old  fhiirch  left  it  iu  -^uch  a  foe- 
blc  condition  tluit  it  was  uo  longer  able  to  mis-' 
tain  stated  preaching.  In  consequence,  most  ()f  ; 
the  members  have  taken  letters  to  cliurehes  iu 
adjoining  towns.  ! 

There  was  a  :Methodi3t  Society  established  here 
as  early  as  1S04,  the  class  being  formed  under, 
the  supervision  of  the  Kcv.  :.Ir.  Tcck,  of  the : 
Lyndon  charge.  They  were  for  a  long  time 
supplied  with  preaching  from  adjoining  tov.-ns. 
At  present,  however,  this  society  is  in  a  flouri-^h- 
iug  condition,  about  25  having  been  audc<l  the 
palt  year.  They  now  number  about  7.3  meuroers, 
and  enjoy  stated  preaching,  —  Tvcv.  iMr.  Bullard, 
pastor. 

REV.  LUTHER  WOOD. 
Father  Wood,  as  ho  was   more  famillarly 
called,  was  born  in  Lebanon,  X.  II.    Iu  ISOO  he 
removed  to  St.  Johnsbury,         He  obtained  a 
license  to  preach  about  1804.    I  think  he  was 
never  ordained  over  any  ohurcli.    His  early  his- 
tory was  marked  with  atlhetiou,  privations,  and 
losses,  —  having  been  burnt  out  once  or  twice, 
and  thrown  upon  the  charities  of  tiic  world  with  | 
a  large  family  of  small  cliildrcn  to  sustain.   His  | 
motto,  however,  was  ever  onward  and  upward,  j 
At  an  early  day  he  purchuscd  a  farm,  an.l  re- ' 
moved  his  family  to  this  town.    About  1S24,  he,  j 
with  his  wife  and  some  of  his  cliiUU-eu,  united  ^ 
with  the  Congregational  Church  here,  which  at ; 
that  time  was  very  feeble,  and  the  timely  aid 
which  tins  connection  afiurdcd  was  j..ytully  re- j 
ceived  by  its  members.    He  coutimK-i  to  paarh 
to  them  at  intcr\'als  until  he  was  called  to  his 
reward.    Although  he  never  possessed  -o  much 
pulpit  eloquence  as  many,  yet  his  serniwus  were 
deep  and  impressive,  and  full  of  goq)d  truth. 
They  were  more  deeply  impros^d  ou  iho  mrad 
by  the  fact  that  they  came  from  a  warm  :md  tVel- 
ing  heart,  without  any  atVectation  of  ov.  r-!ieatc<l 
imagination,    lie  lived  to  the  a<lvaurcd  n'..-e  of 
79,  and  retained  his  mental  facuUie-^  al-n)~t  to 
the  cud  of  life.     Of  him  it  was  cmi-liarirully 
trac,  he  was  a  faitliful  servant  of  his  M^tcr. 
In  his  death  the  church  and  comnuiuity  su.  tain 
no  ordinaiy  loss.     In  his  will  lie  bvciucatued 
$1800  to  carry  forward  mi.-'ion.iry  t•lltcrpr^-<^ 

HON.  ALBERT  WK.<I.KV  BrKIlOUGlI-^. 
Judge  Burrou-hs,  son  of  Srth  and  Olive  Hur. 


the  town.  Not  only  was  he  disposed  to  succeed, 
but  was  ca-cr  to  excel  iu  all  his  y)ursuits.  At 
tli(>.  age  of  v.),  lie'  was  appointed  county  surveyor, 
and  after  that  did  most  of  the  surveying  in  thi  < 
viciuirv.  Ho  entered  the  militia  company,  and 
was  in' due  time  placed  at  the  head  of  the  same. 
In  he  was  elected  Representative  to  tho 

General  As.-embly;  in  1850  and '51  elected  one 
of  t!io  xVs.-istaut  Judges  of  the  County  Court  for 
this  county  ;  and,  although  ho  was  a  practical 
i  farmer  ami  never  entered  the  school  of  law,  yet 
his  know  l.'dgc  of  the  science  was  quite  extensive, 
and  his  practice  considerable.  His  opinions, 
;  indeed,  were  often  sought,  and  his  decisions  con- 
'  sidered  very  reliable,  scarcely  less  so  than  the 
I  majority  of  the  bar.  His  death  occurred  on  tho 
1  3d  day  of  September,  1858. 
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LYNDON. 

BY  HON.  GEO.  C.  CAHOON. 

Lyndon  is  a  six  miles  square  township,  situa- 
ted a  little  north  of  tho  centre  of  Caledonia 
County,  in  tho  valley  of  the  Passumpsic,  the 
natural  northern  terminus  of  the  beautiful  valley 
of  the  Connecticut.    It  is  bounded  S.  by  St. 
Johnsbury,  cornering  on  the  S.  W.  by  Dan- 
ville, W.  ly  Wheelock,  N.  by  Sutton  and  Burke, 
and  E.  by  Burke  and  Kirby,  and  lies  in  latitude 
44  deg.  32  min.  N.,  and  in  long.  4  dcg.  54  miu. 
E.  Its  surface  is  uneven,  interspersed  with  hills 
and  valleys,  carved  out  by  the  many  tributaries 
of  tho  Passumpsic,  flowing  from  other  towns, 
and  uniting  in  tliis,  and  forming  one  beautiful 
river.    Its  waters  are  uncommonly  cold  and 
pure.    These  rivulets  divide  the  town  into  a  fair 
proportion  of  meadow  and  upland.    The  soil  is 
a  rich  loam,  easy  of  cultivation,  rnd  very  pro- 
ductive.   There  is  scarcely  any  barren  or  w^aste 
laud  in  the  towm,  and  the  highest  hills  are  ara- 
ble to  their  summits,  and  arc  usually  as  fertile 
and  productive  i\s  the  low  lands,  and  will  yield 
abundant  harvests  of  any  crop  the  farmer  may 
clioose  to  cultivate ;  and  they  also  atford  excel- 
lent grazing  for  neat  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses. 
The  intervales,  which  arc  overflowed,  by  the 
;  spring'  and  fall  freshets,  and  sometimes  —  un- 
luckilv  for  the  growing  crops  in  the  summer  — 
arc  siilHcicntly  enriched  by  the  alluvial  deposit 
'  thus  triven  them,  as  not  to  rcrpiiro  the  manure- 
\  dres.-,ings  which  uplands  need  to  restore  the  ex- 
!  hausti»»us  of  frcfjuent  harvests.    In  addition  to 
!  theser  benefits,  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  is  greatly 
I  enhanced  by  the  variety  of  hill  and  dale  pro- 
1  duced  by  tliese  various  streamlets.    Several  sites 
i  of  cxceilent  water-power  for  mills  and  machin- 
'  crv  are  loeat^'d  in  the  town.    The  nmst  noted  of 
',l',.>  a:v  rh-  "  Great  Falls"  and  the  "Little 
I'.'.ll-  "  l  oih  being  on  t!ie  main  branch  of  Pa-^- 
-:iuni'>-H>  Kiver.  aral  the  ( ire;U  Falls  on  tlie  entire 
ri'.er  as  it  iea\es  lo^sai  ;  l'.ie>  h.ead  of  the  Vails, 
over  whi.'h  the  railroa<l  pa>-es,  being  some  lU) 
rods  north  of  tho  S(uUh  line  of  the  town,  and 
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luiviui;  a  doscent,  in  about  aO  ro<ls,  of  C5  toct. 
Tlio  Little  Falls  are  cue  mile  above,  havini;  a  ilc- 
scont  from  the  bcil  of  the  rivcv  of  about  liO  foot. 

Both  sites  of  Falls  liaviii^j;  rock  betls,  aiul  rock- 
bounil  shores,  atibrd  .ijoocl  facilities  fur  the  erec- 
tion of  factories,  mills,  and  machinery  of  any 
kind  —  the  river  being  of  sutlicient  breadth, 
depth,  and  capacity  for  dl  needed  practical  pur- 
poses. The  Great  Falls  have  a  capacity  of  oper- 
t^ing  an  almost  unlimited  amount  of  mai:hin<Ty. 
The  Connecticut  and  Passumpsic  liivers  Rail- 
road, which  runs  through  the  town  north  and 
south  near  its  centre,  passes  near  both  those 
Falls,  and  affords  ready  transportation  for  the 
manufactured  or  raw  material. 

The  town  was  located  in  the  summer  of  17S0, 
by  Hon.  Jonathan  iVrnold,  Daniel  Gaboon,  and 
Daniel  Owen,  of  Providence,  R.  I,  an  Explor- 
ing Committee  of  an  association  of  about  fifty 
of  the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  that  city  and  i 
its  vicinity,  to  select  angranted  territory  for  a 
township  in  which  to  settle  a  colony  in  tlie  ne^v 
State  of  Vermont  — then  famed  for  its  beauty 
and  fertility—  and  to  procure  its  charter.  Baruet, 
Peacham,  and  Eyegate  were  the  only  towns 
then  chartered  in  the  present  Hmits  of  Caledonia 
County.    The  approach  of  the  committee  to  the 
ungranted  territory  was  by  way  of  the  Connec- 
ticut River  Valley;  and,  as  a  natural  continua- 
tion of  the  same  valley,  they  followed  up  the 
Passumpsic  River  to  its  Great  and  Little  Falls, 
and  its  extensive  meadows  on  the  main  river, 
and  its  many  tributaries;  and  made  such  further 
reconuoissances  as  they  deemed  necessary,  to  be 
sure  that  they  were  right.    They  then,  from  the 
summit  of  the  high  conical  hill  south-oast  of  the 
"  Comer  Village,"  with  the  eye  fixed  the  out- 
lines now  forming  the  boundaries  of  the  to\vn  of 
Lyndon,  as  best  comporting  with  the  interests  of 
their  mission;  and  all  will  agree  that  it  was 
a  very  judicious  selection.    Before  its  charter- 
grant,  the  territory  thus  selected  was  call:  d  Best- 
bury.  The  author  of  the  name  is  unknown,  but  it 
is  indicative  of  the  same  sentiment  in  the  sojourn- 
ers in  the  wilderness,  which  has  been  entertained 
by  its  settlers  —  that  it  is  the  better  land  fur  an 
earthly  habitation.    It  appears  to  have  been  the 
hunting  and  fishing-ground  of  the  native  Ameri- 
can ;  and  many  arrow-points  of  flint,  and  other 
implements  —  made  and  used  by  Indians— of 
stone,  were  found  by  the  eariy  settlers  about  the 
Falls,  in  the  river,  and  on  the  late  Gen.  Gaboon's 
farm,  indicating  that  those  pleasant  fields,  which 
have  been  the  chosen  grounds  fv)r  military  pa- 
rades and  mock-lights,  in  mod-a-n  times,  wer(> 
also  the  battle-grounds  of  the  aborigines  at  an 
earlier  ])eriod. 

The  St.  Francis  Indian^  were  the  last  knovrn 
to  occui.v  this  parr  ..i'  \  -iin.>iU.  and  M'arcely  a 
year  passes  without  K.iae  of  the  descendants  of 
tliat  trihe  come  out  of  CmkmI.i  in  f.nnilies,  and 
select  some  favorite  -rove  to  encamp  in,  to  make 
and  peddle  basket.s  and  nick-nacks  pcculiai'  to 


their  race  ;  and  they  make  themselves  quite  at 
home,  and  if  R'minded  by  the  owner  of  the  prem- 
ises that  they  are  too  free-and-cnsy  with  the  land.^ 
and  property  of  others,  they  adroitly  set  up  prior 
right  by  priority  of  possession,  saying,  "  Indians 
were  here  before  white  men."  AVith  such  squat- 
ter sovereigns  to  contend  with,  a  few  presents  to 
the  matrons  of  the  trihe,  with  an  intimation  that 
you  wi.-h  them  to  leave,  is  the  most  effective  way 
for  their  removal. 

The  town  v.-as  granted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Vennont,  Nov.  2,  1780,  to  Jonathan  Ar- 
nold and  his  associates  —  in  all  :)3,  inclusive  of 
the  Governors  of  Vermont  and  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  Rev.  James  .Manning,  DJ).,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  others,  mostly  his  parishioners, 
uniting  the  interests  of  church  and  state  in  favor 
I  of  the  adventurers.     The  r:amc  Lyndon  was 
i  given  it  in  honor  of  the  oldest  son  of  the  first 
'.grantee,  Doct.  Arnold,  whoso  name  was  Josias 
Lyndon.    Historically  it  was  chartered  Nov,  20, 
1780;  but  that  recorded  in  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  bears  date  Juno  27,  1781,  after  its  survey, 
and  confers  on  the  township  the  usual  privileges 
and  immunities  of  corporate  towns,  dividing  the 
proprietary  sluircs  into  seventieth  parts,  and  re- 
serving six  for  public  uses,  viz.  College,  County 
Grammar  Seliools,  To\\ti  Schools,  minister's 
settlement,  minister's  support,  and  mill-right, 
and  9  1-7  acres  of  each  share  for  roads ;  a  whole 
ri-lit  containing  029  1-7  acres.    xUso,  reserving 
,  that  each  share  have  a  settlement,  with  a  house 


!  IS  tect  s-inare  on  it,  in  four  years,  or  so  soon 
i  after  the  w;!r  as  safety  will  allow.    Josias  Lyn- 
j  don  Anioltl  was  a  native  of  Providence,  liber- 
I  ally  educated,  and  professionally  a  lawyer,  and 
1  also  a  pcK't.    lie  settled  at  St.  Johnsbury  at  an 
1  early  dav,  Imt  it  is  said  that  his  social  and  edu- 
I  cational  tastes  did  not  perfectly  haimonize  ^-iih 
i  backwoods   life.     He  was  probably  the  first 
i  lawver  settled  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
I  couiity.    He  .lied  in  1792.  and  left  a  widow  and 
1  dauLditer.    The  widow  afterwards  man-icd  the 
•  I  lion.  Gharies  Marsh,  of  Woodstock,  and  was 
mother  of  the  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  the  pres- 
ent ^Vmorican  Minister  to  Sardinia.    The  Hon. 
Jonathan  Arnold,  first   grantee  of  tlio  town, 
bavin-  at^terwards  obtained  the  charters  of  BiUy- 
mead^tmi  St.  Johu^l'ury.  and  settled  in  the  last 
town,  died  therein  in  179.b 

The  natural  productions  of  groin  arc  wheat, 
t-ye,  oats,  barlev,  corn,  potatoes,  and  the  usual 
culinarv  ve-etaMes  of  the  State;   these  aro 
,..rown"for  liomo  consumpti<m,  and  some  for 
I  market.    More  oats  are  mi^Ml  tlian  all  other 
n-riins  as  tbev  furni.h  good  foniL'c  both  by  the 
!  "rain  and  the  straw,  ar.d  tlu  y  tind  a  more  ready 
i  market,  and  are  a  ver}'  sure  civ.p.    Wheat  used 
M)        ■••;o\vn  in  -reat  abundanec,  uiid  formed 
'ipiite  an  ar'tble  of  traffic,  and  the  soil  is  well 
!  •idapted  to  its  culture  nt  the  present  time  ;  but 
Uhc  weevil  has  been  its  great  enemy,  and  the 
I  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  crop  for  years;  but 


340 


\t:rmoxt  historical  magazine. 


manv  farms  have  n'Ccutly  succossfiilly  tried  tlic  '  snm[)tuously  tliau  such  adventurers  would  now. 
crop'au-ain,  aiul  utiicrs  will  do  well  to  tjllow  the  !  His  lirst  exp-rioncc  in  housekeeping  was  in  a 
example.  Potatovs  have  <:iveu  <;ood  prutits  for  j  eanip  of  huu-!:s ;  and  then  in  one  covered  with 
their  cultivation  f»)r  tcvcral  years,  and  partie- 1  Laik  peeled  from  the  trees  in  hir-o  sheets,  and 
uhirly  since  the  con>trneti..n  of  the  railroad  j  aftcnvards  in  the  lo'j;  house,  covered  with  tlio 
through  the  town  fur  ex[iurtaiion,  and  wore  he- j  samo  material,  keeping  bacliclor's  hall.  After 
fore  that  much  grown  for  starch,  as  at  a  previous  i  his  beginning,  others  followed  in  his  Avakc,  and 
period  for  the  making  uf  whiskey.  P.ye  and  l)ar-  j  sliortly  many  a  now  opening  was  made  in  tho 
ley  were  formerly  grown  here  for  nuilt  and  dis-  !  forest,  and  mc.ny  a  smoke,  rolling  upward,  indi- 
tiflation;  but  the  vrorm  of  the  ^-iill  has  long  !  cated  that  human  habitations  were  there  in  pi (t- 
sinco  ceased  to  devour  cither  the  potatoes,  the  !  grcss  of  construction.  Jonathan  Davis,  Jonas 
rye  or  the  barley,  and  tliey  are  all  much  more  j  Si)raguc,  Natknn  llincs,  and  Daniel  Hall,  were 
used  for  tlio  feeding  cf  cattle  than  formerly.  j  of  the  number.  They  did  not  attempt  a  winter's 
The  growing  of  grain  is  not  always  so  ready  I  residence,  but  retired  to  their  friends  for  more 
paying  as  the  raising  of  near-cattle,  slicep,  and  j  comfortable  quarters ;  and,  after  rest  and  social 
horses.  In  all  tbcse,  Lyndon  holds  a  prominent !  enjoyment,  and  obtaining  supplies  of  necessaries, 
position.  The  Shearman,  the  Root,  and  the  Be- 
miss  Morgans,  have  enjoyed  a  world-wide  reputa- 


thc  former  adventurers  returned  the  next  spring, 
17 S3,  invigorated  and  v;ith  new  zeal  in  their  en- 
tion.    About  a  year  since,  a  purchaser  frosa  the  ■  teiprises, —  and  one  at  least  with  a  new  stimulant 
State  of  Georgia  came  here  to  buy  a  eoU  at  a  price  |  to  action,  —  and  that  was  Davis,  with  his  wife, 


of  one  thousand  dollars.  For  symmeny  oi  form, 
and  for  beauty  of  action,  and  for  speed,  they  are 
unrivalled.  Vermont  horses  rank  high,  and 
L\-ndon  horses  rank  with  the  I.ighest.  And  so 
as  to  ncat-cattlc  and  sheep.  Lyit'lon  furnishes 
her  full  share  of  good  oxen  and  good  co'vs,  and 
stock  of  every  description,  and  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  Vermont  butter  found  in  market  comes 
from  this  quarter;  and  many  beef  cattle,  >]ieep, 
lambs,  and  calves,  arc  marketed  from  this  same 
region.  Another  rich  product  of  the  town  is 
maple  sugar,  relieving  the  Xonh  from  subser- 
viency to  the  South  for  the  sweets  of  lif-\ 

The  native  fore st-trees  are  white  pine,  spruce, 


the  first  female  settler  of  the  town,  they  making 
it  their  home  h\  Islv.  Gaboon's  new  log  house. 
This  year,  most  of  the  beginners  of  the  previous 
vcar,  v/ith  several  others,  moved  their  famiUes 
into  town ;  and  this  year  and  the  next  were  so 
well  prospered  and  inci-eased,  that  in  1791,  so 
many  had  conamenced  settlements  in  different 
l)arts  of  the  town,  that  it  became  desirable  to 
have  it  organizE-d  for  tlie  making  and  repa^*  :ing 
roads  and  bridges,  and  the  better  managing  tho 
prudential  affairs  of  the  community ;  and  with 
the  patriotic  purpose  of  duly  honoring  the  4th  of 
July,  they  fixed -on  that  day  for  its  organization  ; 
Abraham  2^Iorrill,  Esq.,  of  Wheclock,  warning 


hemlock,  fir,  and  cedar,  of  evergreens,  and  of  j  the  meeting,  arA  presiding  until  it  was  effected 
annual  foliage  the  sugar-maple  is  predominant ;  |  by  tlie  clioicc  of  Elder  rhilemon  Ilines,  Modera- 
bcech,  birch,  bass-wood,  butternut,  cim,  a,-h,  aad  j  tor.  DaniclCaIiOon,Jr.,was  elected  ToAvn  Clerk; 
tamarack,  interspersed  wIili  a  variety  cf  tre-s  of !  James  Spooncr,  Daniel  RcnilT,  and  Daniel  Ca- 
smallcr  growth,  both  ornammtal  and  n^'fal,  a.sllioon,  Jr.,  Sclccimcn  and  Listers;  Kehemiah 
the  cherry,  the  moosciui-sa,  tiie  ra -pi/en-y,  and  |  Tucker,  Treastixfr,  and  Nathan  Hincs,  Consta- 
blackberry  —  the  two  latter,  with  the  delirious  i  blc  and  CoUeewr.  There  Avere,  at  the  time  of 
strawbeiTy  of  the  hay-field,  yieldin-^  rich  nutri-  ■  t.-.king  rl:c  census  this  year,  59  inhabitants, 
tivefniit,  contributing  much  to  L'ood  livi:;g.  |  It  was  Vored  to  have  the  Selectmen  divide 
The  grant  cf  the  tounship  beln-^  to  ciii/ens  of  |  r!ic  town  into  six  highway  districts,  to  convene 
Rhode  Island,  so  mo«t  of  its  early  settlers  came  |  the  inhabitants  in  working  on  the  highways  near 
from  that  State  and  its  vieinLy,  Scrkonk  and  j  home,"  and  sur*cyors  were  chosen;  then  voted 
Ixehol)Oth,  Mass.  Others  came  fn-sn  tiie  interior  j  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  August  1st. 
"of  Massachusetts,  and  the  vall  y  t.f  ih.e  Conner- i  At  the  adjoitmed  meeting,  as  expressed  by 
tieut  River  in  lMassaehn>  'tt<,  Vermont,  and  New  ;  tlie  record,  "  Tlanking  it  nceessaiy,  and  higlily 
Hampshire;  and  some  tVom  t!v"  ininior  of  Xt  w  I  conducive  to  tlic  settlement  of  the  town,  that 

i  measures  be  taken  to  open  new  roads,  and  erect 
i  bridircs  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants 
I  of  this  and  oiker  towns,  where  the  roads  are 
!  almost  impa.-saldo,"  and  declaring  the  inability 


Hampshire,  —  San'lv.  irh,  and  it^  ni'i.'hborhood. 

The  first  settlement  was  (oinmeneed  l>y  l).in- 
iel  Gaboon,  Jr.,  a  native  of  I'r.n  iilenee,  R.  I., 


then  comin-^  from  \Vi:e  lu-^r 
a  few  chosen  men,  vo-n]-.).  ; 
Right  No.  3,  allotted  to  I.i 
proprietor,  in  April,  17-:--. 
devoted  to  cleaiin^'  Lr;.l  a: 
house,  and  gi'owiug  ,sea:i-y 
ions;  he  having-  the  lion<.i- 
tree  f()r  the  s.ntlt  nu nt.  A> 


r. 


II. 

evd  a  cl. 
.  lathe.-,  a^ 
ri,e 

;1  hni'dlii: 


lie.  with 
arinir  on 

(>■  i  J  iied 
a^oii  was 
•  lie'  !o  ' 
if  p'o\-i.i- 

tlie  fi:-t 
v.>  i-e  full 


of  tho  inhabitaf?.ts  of  tho  town  to  do  it  —  Voted 
r!iat  the  Town  Clerk  make  and  forward  a  pcti- 
tiv>u  to  the  next  General  Assenibly,  for  a  tax  of 
i\v()  pence  on  c.\c\i  acre  of  land  in  town  for  the 
piiri.ose.  And  voted  to  purchase  the  Statute 
L'lw;  and  5ui;a'  record  lu.ok.^  for  the  towm,  and 
l  ai-rd  mi^eev  I'V  -il'-cripta.Mi,  on  the  credit  of  tho 


of  game,  and  the  river  of  trout,  they  fan^l  more  j  town,  to  pay  for  said  hooki' 
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needful  ailv!mta<;es  lor  home  comfort  and 
for  coinnioa  school  and  acudeuuc  education 
and  reli-oous  worship,  with  a  competency  of 
property,  liimself  haviuji;  sustained  meekly 
Jill  the  ottices  of  honor,  profit  and  trust  in 
town,  county,  and  state,  which  lie  could  de- 
sire, and  the  last  four  years  of  his  life  re- 
presented the  state  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States. 

In  May,  1703,  Daniel  Cahoon,  Sen.,  one  | 
of  the  locating  committee   and  a  charter 
grantee  of  the  township,  moved  his  family 
into  town,  occupying  a  portion  of  the  lug 
house  erected  by  his  son  in  1788,  which  had 
been  essentially  enlarged  and  otherwise  im- 
proved for  comfort.    He  was  the  only  one 
of  the  original  proprietors  who  settled  in  i 
town.    His  transition  from  the  wharves  and  ! 
storehouses  of  the  importing  merchant,  and; 
the  councils  of  the  city,  and  the  counting; 
room  of  the  forge  and  furnace,  in  which  he  | 
had  spent  the  vigor  of  his  manhood,  to  this 
backwoods  settlement,  was  very  great;  but 
such  as  the  devastations  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  occasioned  to  him  as  to  many 
others.    He  did  not  possess  physical  strength 
sufficient  io  eiulure  the  rugged  labor  of  the 
farmer,  but  he  had  the  mental  ability  and 
ready  tact  to  render  himself  very  useful  in 
the  management  of  the  financial  and  pru- 
dential affairs  of  the  community,  and  on  the 
death  of  his  son  Daniel,  he  was  immediately 
chosen  to  fill  the  town  offices  thus  made 
vacant,  and  performing  their  duties  accept- 
ably, he  was  re-elected  thereto  many  years: 
having  been  town  representative  8  years, 
selectman  11,  and  town  clerk  1>  in  succes- 
sion, to  which  offices  his  son  William  suc- 
ceeded on  his  retirement,  aud  heid  the  lat- 
ter office  21  years  in  succession,  resigning 
it  in  1829,  on  being  elected  to  congress.  In 
1808,  when  Daniel  Cahoon  retired  from  the 
office,  he  received  high  commendation  from  a 
special  committee  appointed  to  report  in  the 
premises,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the 
town  for  the  faithful  and  satisfartory  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  performed  the  duties  of 
the  various  town  offices  which  he  had  held, 
and  particularly  of  town  clerk,  which  is  of 
record.    He  died  September  13th,  1811,  age.l 
74  years,  being  gored  by  a  bull  not  known 
to  be  vicious,  when  passing  through  a  barn- 
yard, and  not  on  his  guard.    The  concour>e  j  occurre* 
at  his  funeral  was  much  the  largest  that  had 
then  ever  assembled  in  the  town  on  su.,h  an 
occasion,  numbering  eight  or  nine  hundred, 
and  many  from  otber  towns. 

In  17U3,  4;;  weie  listed,  one  aeceas<Ml  be- 
ing omitted,  showing  an  increase  during  the 


year  of  14,  some  of  whom  were  young  men 
arriving  at  manhood,  otherw  were  from  im. 
migration;   in   which  latter  class  we  tiii-l 
Daniel  Cahoon,  Sen.,  Widow  Cynthia  JcuUh. 
and  her   two  sons,  Nehemiah  and  lirDwn 
.lenks,  Calvin  and  Jesse  Doolittle,  .John  and 
Roswell  Johnson,  Joel    Fletcher,  Kphraim 
Hubbard,  Job  Olney,  Samuel  Winslow,  and 
others,  active,  useful  citizens.    The  amount 
of  the  list  was  £470  personal  property,  :;t 
oxen,  35  cows,  cattle  2  years  old  G,  cattle 
of  1  year  10,  and  8  horses,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  i52  neat  cattle.    John  Johnson  was 
the  first  merchant  in  town.     In  1794,  50 
were  listed.    Its  amount  was  £583,  the  in- 
crease in  neat  cattle  was  8,  of  horses  t). 
Joel  Ross,  Simeon  Smith,  Peter  Tibbets,  Ben- 
jamin Bucklin,  Jonathan  Parks,  Jonathan 
Robinson  and  others,  moved  into  town.  Mr. 
Robinson  at  an  early  day  moved  into  Barton. 
During  the  current  year  from  June,  '93  to 
June,  "91,  the  settlers  though  well  prospered 
in  their  agricultural  pursuits  were  sorely 
afflicted  by  the  sickness  and  sudden  death 
of  several  of  their  members  ;  first,  of  Daniel 
Cahoon,  Jr.,  as  already  noticed,  in  June  '93, 
and,  in  the  same  month,  of  a  son  aged  12 
years  of  Samuel  Winslow,  by  a  falling  tree  ; 
in  May  '94,  of  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Hall  of 
canker-rash,  aged  12  years  ;  on  the  4th  June, 
•94,  of  Philemon  Hines,  a   Baptist  elder 
of  estimable  character,  by  suicide  —  verdict 
of  jury  of  inquest,  cause  insanity  —  and  Pith 
August,  of  W^idow  Cynthia  Jenks,  of  lock- 
jaw.   Mrs.  Jenks  commenced  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  Corner  village,  occupying  ihe 
grounds  where  the  Fletcher  buildings  stand, 
now  owned  by  E.  A.  Cahoon.     After  her 
death  her  log  house  became  noted  as  the 
temporary  residence  of  many  a  new  settler 
entering  town,  and  as  the  first  school-house, 
being  first  occupied  as  such  by  Abel  Carpen- 
ter, Esq.,  and  afterwards  by  Dr.  Abner  Jones, 
who  then  was  or  subsequently  became  a 
Baptist  preacher.    This  year  was  also  nota- 
ble for  the  one  in  which  they  began  to  marry 
in  the  settlement,  and  the  first  transpiring 
was  that  of  Jeremiah  Washburn  and  Hannah 
Orcutt.  June  lOth.   Mr.  Washburn  previously 
living  in  Lyndon,  and  the  ceremony  having 
been  performed  by  Daniel  Cahoon,  Esq.,  it 
has  been  reputed  to  have  been  the  first  that 
I  in  town,  but  the  bride's  father  re- 
sided in  Billy  mead  (now  Sutton)  and  the 
wetldingwas  at  her  home,  and  the  first  mar- 
ringe  in  Lymlon  was  of  Roswell  Johnson  and 
j  Naomi   Bartlett    by  the   same  magistrate, 
I  Oct.  5.  1791. 

1     17U5,  at  a  freemen's  meeting  in  February, 
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to  elect  member  to  oongreHs,  W'ni.  Cahoon 
and  three  others  were  admitted  freemen, 
Daniel  Buck  had  11  votes*,  and  Nathaniel 
Niles  4.  At  March  meeting.  Daniel  Cahoon. 
Jesse  Doolittle  and  Nehemiah  Tucker  were 
elected  selectmen  and  listers.  The  number 
of  lists  were  05,  and  the  aniounk  of  the  list 
£732,  or  $2440,  an  increase  of  nearly  S')00, 
arising  from  immigration,  internal  improve- 
ments, and  increase  of  cattle  and  horses,  of 
the  former  30  and  the  latter  10,  Joel  and 
Wait  Bemiss,  John  and  Josiah  Brown,  Caleb 
Parker,  Wm.  Ruggles  and  Ziba  TuLe.  all  good 


captain  in  reference  to  his  military  proclivi- 
ties, was  a  lieutenant  and  commissary  in  the 
llliode  Island  line  in  the  army  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, carrying  in  his  person,  as  an  evidence 
of  his  val«>r.  one  of  the  enemy's  bullets  re- 
ceived in  battle,  for  which  he  received  im- 
mediately an  invalid  pension  of  small 
amount,  and  afterwards  a  more  munificent 
pension  under  the  general  pension  laws,  com- 
mensurate with  his  official  position  in  the 
army  ;  wliich  were  in  this  case  meritoriously 
bestowed,  a?'  he  was  a  brave  man  and  good 
officer.  He  used  facetiously  to  call  his  invalid 


citizens,  moved  into  town  this  year,  and  others  i  pension  his  short  staff  and  his  I'evolutionary 
also.  Some  of  the  notable  occurrences  of  |  pension  his  long  staff,  saying  t  hat  Uncle  Sam 
the  year,  were  the  building  of  the  first  j  made  better  provision  for  him  w  hen  old  than 
framed  hotlse  by  Nathaniel  Jenks.  Esq.,  a  w'hen  he  was  young;  he  was  thankful  for 
scientific  and  practical  surveyor  w  ho  about  j  what  he  coald  get.  It  so  occurred  that  he 
this  time  moved  into  town,  and  a  Mr.  Arnold  I  did  not,  when  living,  receive  the  pension  that 


he  should  as  commissary.  By  a  new  con- 
struction of  the  law  his  children  obtained  it 
after  his  decease.  At  the  time  he  moved  into 
Lyndon  he  possessed  a  good  practical  busi- 

oflicial 


put  up  some  imperfect  mills  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Kimball's  planing  mill,  on 
the  branch  near  the  Corner,  with  a  view 
to  acquire  the  mill  right,  but  the  town  not 

accepting  them,  voted  said  mill  right  to  j  ness  education,  acquired  in  part  by  h 
William  Cahoon,  if  he  would  build  thereon  '  services  in  the  army,  and  having  an  aptitude 
suitable  mills,  which  he  did  to  acceptance,  j  to  turn  the  *ame  to  account,  and  also  to  im- 
Mr.  Ziba  Tute,  who  some  years  after  removed  I  part  it  to  odiers,  be  soon  became  the  first 
to  Windsor,  was  a  man  stout  and  athletic,  |  school  master  in  town,  and  a  principal  officer 
and  of  noble  daring,  as  is  shoAvn  by  an  occur- 1  to  manage  the  town  affairs  for  some  20  years, 
rence  at  the  burning  of  the  Tontine  building  in  various  ntpaeities.  Capt.  Bemiss  was  also 
at  Windsor.  The  building  had  many  occu-  a  promii\ent  man.  as  also  his  sons,  two  of 
pants,  merchants  and  others;  when  the  fire  \  whom.  Elia-  4nd  Welcome,  were  state  sena- 
was  raging  and  no  hopes  of  saving  tlie  build-  \  tors.  A  military  company  was  organized 
ing,  it  was  told  that  in  one  of  the  rooms,  this  year  of  about  50  persons,  and  soon  in- 
in  an  upper  story  there  was  a  quantity  of  !  creased  to  7^>. 

powder  stored,  which  if  not  removed  w  ould  ;  In  1707.  Ilaniel  Cahoon,  Nathaniel  Jenks 
soon  explode  and  imperil  the  lives  of  many.  I  and  Abel  Carpenter  were  elected  selectmen 
and  spread  the  fire.  The  avenues  to  the  !  and  listers.  They  were  also  the  principal 
powder  were  all  closed  except  by  a  long  lad-  i  trial  justices  for  several  years;  and  integrity 

<ler  Mr.  Tute  had  no  personal  interest  in  !  of  purpose  ^eems  to  have  characterized  the 

the  matter,  but  seeing  others  unwilling  to  |  courts  of  that  day,  for  an  early  lawyer  is 
run  the  risk,  dashed  forward  and  promptly  |  reported  to  have  said  of  the  first,  that  if  he 
ascended  the  ladder,  opened  the  window  and  |  had  a  bad  cause,  he  would  be  the  last  man 
entered  the  almost  suffocating  room,  seized  \  in  the  world  he  would  have  try  it.  but  if  he 
thepowdercaskwithitshoopsonfiro.  clutch-  had  a  good  one,  the  very  first.  The  same 
ed  it  under  his  arm,  and  descended  the  lad- 1  might  have  been  said  of  the  others.  Mr. 


der  with  it  but  little  singed,  extinguisiie<l  its 
burning  hoops,  and  put  it  in  a  safe  deposit- 
ory, much  to  his  own  comfort,  and  the  great 
joy  of  all  others. 

In  1796  Wm.  W.  McC.affoy  was  elected  se- 
lectman and  lister  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Doolittle. 
The  lists  were  73,  neat  cattle,  20'.t,  au  increase  were 
of  74  ;  amount  of  list.  ,eiU')t.l5  or  S:1.")15.S3  ; 
and  Abel  Carpenter,  Esq.,  Capt.  Elias  Be- 
miss, S.  Smith  Matthewson,  (Jains  i'eck,  Ely 
Dickerrnan,  Joseph  Harris.  Velog  Hix  and 
others  came  to  reside  in  town.  l^stpiirc 
Carpenter,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  or 


Cahoon  was  the  favorite  justice  in  the  court 
of  matrimony,  usually  receivii\g  his  fees,  if 
paid  at  all,  in  the  currency  of  the  times— 
change  of  works"  with  the  swain  in  his 
peculiar  vocation  or  calling,  the  contrast 
sometimes  rendering  it  amusing.  There 
lis!^.  amounting  to  ^f:!71.50,  ex- 
ceeding the  list  of  lust  year  .<^'.S.);7.  Neat 
cattle,  220,  and  31  horses.  Tiuiothy  Ide, 
two  families  of  Houghton-,  two  of  Evans 
and  two  of  Norris.  Caleb  Parker  and  three 
or  four  ofhrr  f.tinilic-  movod  into  town.  In 
17'JS,  the  .-auie  were  electetl  selectmen  and 
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listers.    There  were  85  lists,  204  neat  cattle 
and  43  horses— increase  of  neat  cattle,  o'); 
of  horses,  12.    Total  lists,  S-.l^f.;  increase 
of  the  year,  $T-')1. •')(). 
had  quite  an  ingress 

of  whom  were  Leonard   and    Uvwvy  Wat- 


In  ISOl,  Daniel  Cahoon,  Nathaniel  Jenks 
and  Isaiah  Fisk  were  selectmen  and  listers. 
The  number  of  lists  were  133  ;  there  being 
Thetow„',his  year  i4:;'.»  neat  cattle,  and  103  horses  and  colts- 
of  valuable  citi^Vns,  |  whole  amount,  $8ti08.    Of  those  who  moved 

this  yctir,  were  James  Ayer,  Joel 


son,  Eben  Peck  1st.  Levi  Locklin-,  Jacob 
Houghton,  Elijah  Ross,  Zerah  Evans.  Jude 
Kimball,  John  Woodman,  Nathan  Parker, 
Benjamin  Walker,  and   Nathan  Hubbard. 


into  town  —  ^ 

Remiss,  Abel  Rrown,  Oliver  Chaftee,  Ira 
Evans.'wm.  Houghton  the  tanner,  Samuel 
Park  Job  Randall,  Abraliam  Smith,  James 
ShearnKin  and  Aaron  Walker.    :\lr.  Randall 

the 


than  Woodman,  a  popular  Freewill  Baptist 

preacher.  , 

In  1799,  selectmen  and  listers  same  as  tlie 

three  years  preceding.    The  lists  were  luo; 

neat  cattle,  33G,  and  horses,  03— increase  of 

neat  cattle,  72;  of  horses,  32.  Total  list, 
$6609.25;  increase,  S1543.25.  A  number 
of  good  citizens  moved  into  town  this  year, 
of  whom  were  Isaiah  Fisk,  the  father  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Wilbur  Fisk,  late  president  of  the 


town  and  held  various  offices.  Mr.  Randall 
still  lives,  in  a  vigorous  old  age,  much  re- 
spected, and  is  probably  now  the  oldest  per- 
son living  in  town.  Mr.  Shearman  obtained 
a  celebrity  for  good  horses. 

In  I8t)2,  ten  years  from  taking  the  first 
grand  list,  Daniel  Gaboon,  AVm.  Winsor  and 
Isaiah  Fisk  were  the  selectmen,  and  William 
Calioon,  Abraham  Smith  and  Nehemiah  Jenks, 
listers.   The  lists  were  147  ;  neat  cattle,  450; 


WeVlevln  Univ^'rs'ity  at  Miilletown,  Conn.,  |  horses,  75;  and  sheep,  420;  amounting,  in 
v!h:Tthar^^^^^  .ix  or  seven  years  I  elusive  of  the  valuation  of  improved  real 


old,  came  with  the  family,  and  remained 
here  until  he  commenced  his  academic  edu- 
cation, some  ten  or  more  years  afterwards; 
also  the  Hoffmans,  the  Sheldons,  the  Win- 
sors,  Bacons;  Dr.  Abner  Jones,  who  was 
also  a  preacher:  Eleazer  Peck  and  Josiah 


estate  — as  is  to  be  considered  in  alt  the 
li.^ts— to  $9118.75  ;  thus  giving  the  progress 
of  events  in  town  for  the  first  decenary 
after  its  organization,  its  gradual  increase 
and  means,  and  the  basis  of  its  taxation. 
.\t  this  period,  the  settlement  had  got  under 


Sally,  became  the  good  wives  of  Elijah  Ross 
Eliphas  Graves  and  David  McGatl'ey;  Mrs. 
Lucy  Graves  marrying  Capt.  Elias  Remiss 
for  her  second  husband  and  his  second  wife. 
Mr.  Job  Sheldon,  though  he  resided  in  town 
but  a  short  time,  left  behind  him  the  lasting 
remembrance  of  the  generosity  of  the  sailor, 
by  his  donation  to  the  town  of  ton  acres  of 


goodness  of  the  soil,  and  the  charter  pro- 
vision that  settlements  should  be  made  on 
each  right,  to  prevent  forfeiture,  "as  soon 
as  safety  would  allow  after  the  war,"  50 
acres  being  accorded  by  common  consent  to 
such  settler;  and  being  thus  obtained  scot 
free,  the  settlements  became  very  general 
and   nearly  simultaneous  on  each  right 


Viv  his  donation  to  me  lowu  ui        ..v.v,.,      .....v.   j    -  ^-  ti. 

Xble  lnd,  near  i,s  co.ro,  ..r  a  pu.Uc  ™d,  were  opened  ^o  .^^J  ^^^:  wh  h 

■  town,  encouraging  others  to  loiiow,  Avnicu 


'Tr8yt~"i,oo„,  ^Vinl,>a,  Win^orKh;- dra";api"d^"rso  .b»t  soon  the  ,own  be- 
/l  Fi!k  tre  oleced  selectmen  and  ;  eante  populous.     Like  greganous  an.mals, 

ind  77  Lor/es-increase.  .1  cau.e  and  14  |  grouping  together  -  clus.er_s_c„nung_froor 
horses. 


,oT.cp.j  —  increase,  ii  c.im^  »•  t>'""t'—te 

TZunt  of  li<t  ^71^'K5(U_increase,  i  the  . same  locality,  state,  or  territory,  so  far 
Amount  ot  li^t,    .iv  .  ,     .„i<i  ollnw  which  Dhase 


$517.25.  The  town  received  a  good  recruit 
of  new  settlers  this  year,  of  whom  were  the 
Blys,  Browns,  Wilmarihs.  Alphs.  Fletcher, 


as  circumstances  would  allow,  which  phase 
is  not  entirely  obliterated;  but  many  of  the 
old  landmarks  are  removed  by  time,  and  a 


V  1  ,     TM,.  r.Ues  the  miller:  llaskell  the  i  denser  population  succeeding,  with  the  amal- 
er  the  Sc^^^^^^^^  R  1  lev,  -d  others.  Tl>ere  gamation  of  the  second  and  third  generations 
clothier,  of  this  by  marriage,  it  is  less  noticeable, 

as  incorporated  into  the  '  ^^^^^       ^^li.^.a  that  the  old  folks 

:^x!:r irr  acres  Of  ^ 

^i^-^^^uJ-rrrr^a"  nolW,    Mount    Hunger,  Hard 


ciety's  tendering  such  settlement  to  Elder 
Stephen  Place,  understood  to  have  been  a 
Baptist,  who  did  not  accept  the  offer. 


Scrabble.  Hog  Street,  Shanticut,  Musquito 
District,  the  W  hak'-s  Rack.  Owlsboro',  Egypt, 
and  Pleasant  Street,  from  being  the  residence 
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Z(Z>me  fair  lailien  ;  and  mo.«.t  of  these  names  !  an<l  the  whole  new  iminted  ami  papered, 
are  yet  familiarly  known,  hut  not  c*mfessod  :  Since  that  i)oriod  the  TonKre-ational  Meeting 
to  bo  truthfully  descriptive  of  the  present  ,  House,  which  was  built  in  li^litW,  at  the 
condition  of  those  localities.  A  -ood  dcKMce  '  Corner,  has  been  new  modeled  ^^'^^^^S^- 
of  shrewdness  characterized  the  inhabitants,  jly  fitted  up  inside  and  out.  In  184»  tUe 
and  being  frugal  and  industrious,  they  made  !  Freewill  HaptiMs,  built  a  neat  church  at  the 
themselves  comfortable  with  what  they  had  |  Centre.  The  L  niversalists  built  another  of 
and  could  ac»iuire,  and  happy  in  the  antici- j  the  same  dimensions  soon  after.  The  last 
pation  of  poj-sessing  a  competency  for  onli-  ;  is  noticeable  for  its  singular  vunc— an  angel 
nary  gratification,  and  obtaining  an  addi-  |  in  the  act  of  blowing  his  trumpet.  The 
tional  store  lor  the  evening  of  life,  and  if  !  academy  was  built  in  is:]l,  and  was  incorpo- 
they  have  not  succeeded  to  their  utmost  |  rated  that  year  by  the  name  of  "  Caledonia 
wishes,  it  should  not  be  attributed  to  want  |  County  (Jrammar  School  at  Lyndon,"  and 
of  calculation  and  forethought,  so  much  as  i  subsequently  endowed  by  an  act  of  the  Gene- 
to  unforeseen  events.  !  ral  Assembly  of  the  state  Aviih  a  portion  of 

'  About  this  time  the  town  canvassed  the  \  the  Grammar  School  lands  lying  in  the 
matter  of  putting  up  a  building  to  answer  i  county  of  Caledonia  reserved  by  the  ciiarters 
the  double  purpose  of  a  town  hall  and  meet-  !  of  the  towns  for  the  use  of  county  grammar 
ing  house,  and  fixed  its  location  at  the  Cen- 1  schools  within,  and  throughout  the  state,  and 
tre,  but  deferred  the  enterprise.  It  was  |  to  be  under  the  control  of  said  General  As- 
finally  erected  in  1809,  but  the  expense  ex-  !  scmbly  for  ever,  "subject  to  the  opinion  of 
ceeding  the  estimate  afier  an  expendituve  by  i  the  Supreme  Court  as  to  the  validity  of  said 
the  town  in  its  corporate  character  of  over  |  act  against  an  act  establishing  a  County 
$1000,  it  \vas  left  unfinished,  and  occupied  i  Grammar  School  at  Peacham,"  wliich  decis- 
with  temporary  seats  and  desks  for  several  |  ion  was  that  said  lands  were  irrevocably 
years,  being  finally  completed  by  the  sale  of  \  granted  to  the  Teacham  corporation,  and  that 
pews  to  be  occupied  bv  the  different  denomi-  ;  the  corporation  of  the  Lyndon  School  could 
nations  in  proportion  to  ownership,  reserving  ;  take  nothing  by  their  grant,  which  decision, 
to  the  town  its  use  for  town  meetings.  But  |  iu  view  of  the  charter  reservations,  and  the 
other  appropriate  churches,  needful  for  wor- !  evident  intent  of  the  legislature  making 


ship  having  been  built,  the  old  house  by  com-  '  those  reservations,  and  the  spirit  ot  tht 
mon  consent,  was  yielded  up  to  the  town,  and  '  vernmeni  itself  to  confer  equal  privileges  on 
the  same  has  recently  been  remodeled  and  :  all,  was  never  relished  as  good  law  by  the 
renovated  exclusively  for  a  town  hall.  |  Lyndonenses.  compelling  them  individually 

In  1812,  by  the  concurrent  voles  of  the  i  to  raise  funds  which  they  believed  should 
town  and'arelidous  society  associated  for  i  emanate  fn.m  another  source.  Henry 
the  purpose,  Elder  Phinchas  Peck,  a  Method-  !  Chase.  Esq.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and 
ist  minister  who  had  preached  in  town  some  i  his  sister,  Miss  Ada  Chase,  a  lady  highly 
years  before,  was  permanently  settled  as  the  i  educated,  and  a  graduate  of  Mount  llolyoke 
fir«t  minister  of  the  town,  and  in  considera-  Seminary,  are  present  principals  and  worthy 
tion  thereof  the  selectmen,  by  vote  of  the  i  of  good  patronage.  The  churches  and  aca- 
town,  conveyed  to  him  a  lot  of  land,  being  \  demy  have  each  a  cupola,  and  all  have  good 
a  third  of  the  right  reserved  for  minister's  jhells.  excepting  the  Universulist.  The  reli- 
settlement.  Mr.  Peck  continued  to  officiate  |  gious  community  who  keep  up  public  wor- 
as  such  until  about  W-l  acceptably  and  i  ship  are  divided  into  four  congregations,  two 
with  good  success:  when  his  health  failing,  I  at  the  Corner,  the  Methodist  and  Congrc- 
he  ceased  from  his  labors  here,  and  his  Rationalists,  and  two  at  the  Centre  the 
charge  in  1820  was  supplied,  in  the  person!  Freewill  Baptists  and  the  I  n,versal,sts. 
l^Pv  Dnniel  Fillmore,  a  very  talented  Each  is  well  attended.    The  Methodists  when 

they  held  their  meetings  for  worship  at  the 
Ceiitre  were  much  the  mn<t  numerous,  and 
are  probably  so  now.  but  many  of  their 
members  were  discommoded  by  the  erection 
of  the  new  chapel  at  the  Crner,  one  and  a 
half  miles  further  from  them,  and  have  since 

attended  other  meetings  at  the  Centre,  gene- 
lS4t),  witn  a  small  ii;t;«i.-iiitin   .to. .J,  c.v^  ...   ciiii-ii'ici  „      .  IV,  f\ 

8or;„,-r,.,hcl,nu««„.ronov„,e.l,.hove.,ry  rally  .l.e  Kroow.ll  I  apnM,  wl.orehy  .1,, , 
nUrgcl  .0  .1,0  .iu-  „f  .he  h„„.e.  wi.h  „„  numlnTs  were  cnn.,.  o,.,My  ,n,.r..a«e.  . 


of  the  Rev,  Daniel  Fillm« 
man  and  able  preacher  of  the  Metho.list 
itinerant  ministry,  an.l  has  ever  since  been 
cared  for  in  the  same  manner,  the  last  2 
years  by  thePev.  Lewis  Hill,  an-l  the  present 
by  the  Rev.  P.  M.  Granger.  The  Methodists 
built  a  new  chapel  in  the  Corner  village  in 
1840,  with  a  small  basement  vestry,  and  in 
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north  part  ^'o^o'^n  i^th^rod  by  Elder  1  time  i.i  Sutton  and  liurkc  and  clsovhoro. 
Quimby  Inn  in;:         united  with  it.     It.,  desk  |  bec.uno  penuuucntly  Mettled  m  l^y"'!;;"' 
has  bein  supplied  by  very  worthy  preach-  !  ^^.  K.  Demin,  went  to  Danv:lle  to  hU  othcal 
ers    Elders   Quimbv,    Moulton,   Woo.huan.   positions  of  which  we  shall  speak  elsewhere. 
Jack.otr,  Smith,  ani  the  present,  ineumbent,  .  Mr.  K.  II.  Demin^^  after  quitting  trade  be- 
the  llev  M.  C.  Henderson.    The  Conj^ropa-  ;  came  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  removed  to 
tionalists  have  usually  been  supplied  by  able  Wisconsin,  and  has  offi<;i|^te    as  coun.^^  and 
preachers,  the  llevs.  Messrs.  Te.my.  Scales,  city  clerk  at  Kenosha;  Mr.  hela  Sh.  v,  Jr., 
ThaJerGreenleafand  Hale,  are  <.f  the  num.;  removed  .vest,   and   at   lloekford  Uhncs 
ber      And  the  Universalists  by  their  best,  held  the  oftice  of  judge  o    probate  several 
tbTRev.  Messrs.  Tabor,  Scott  and   others.  !  years.    About  .he  year  181b,  '17    qmte  a 
There  are  some  Calvinistic  Hap.ists  in  town.  ;  colony  ot"  good  citizens  -ne  ^^1;^"^^^^^ 
and  others  who  would  prefer  the  Episcopal  ,  settlers,  fronw-andw.eh  N  H.,  «^nd  it s  v - 
church  service,  but  neither  suthciently  nume-  :  cinity,  headed  by  three  brothers.  Ma  or  A a- 
rousto  maintain  the  public  worship  of  the  !  ron  and  Elders  Joseph  and  Dan.el  Qu.mby 
order.    The  writer  does  not  possess  the  pre-  |  with  their  large  tamdies.    They  were  of  the 
sent  statistical  numbers  of  any  of  the  deJ  Freewill  Baptist  denomma^<m  <^  Chns^.ans 
nominations,  having    expected    that    they  i  the  major  devoting  himself  to  farmmg,  and 
Tould  be  fu;nished  from  another  source.       i  the  elders  dividing  their  time  between  secu- 
In  180-^    '03,  '04,    Oo,  the  Graves,  Ma- ,  lar  and  ecclesiastic  pursuits,  as  they  ap- 
thewsons,"'Roots  and  Williams,  and  other  ipeared  to  have  a  call  in  either  yocatiori  ; 
farmers;  and  the  brothers  Nathaniel  and !  never  being  idle    but  always  actively  and 
Samuel  B.  Goodhue,  lawyers;  and  Doctors^  usefully   employed.     They   drew  in  then 
Hubbard  Field  and  Olney  Fuller;  and  the  |  train  the  Gilmans,  rrescM,tts,  R.ces  and  Ran- 
Cushings,  house  joiners,  cabinet  and  chair  1  dalls,  and  other.,  with  their  families.  Elder 
makers,  settled  in  the  town  ;  and  from  that ;  Joseph  left  the  town  after  a  few  years,  yet  it 
period  to  1810,   Charles   F.   H.  Goodhue,  jean  hardly  be  believed  to  return  to  Sand- 
Bela  Shaw,  Jr.,  Asa  S.  and  Alanson  and  I  wich  for  agriculmral  purposes,  for  the  com- 
George  B.  Shaw,  brothers;  and  Benjamin  j  parison  between  Lyndon  and  Sandwich  both 
F  and  Reuben  H.  Deming.  his  brother;  at  a  j  for  ease  of  culture  and  the  amount  ot  pro- 
later  period  all  the  last  engaged  in  merchan- |  duct,  must  have  been  greatly  in  favor  ot 
dise  in  stores  of  Chandler,  Bigelow     Co.  at  1  Lyndon.    After  his  departure.  Elder  Daniel 
Lyndon  and  elsewhere,  and  of  Daniel  Cham-  j  doubled  his  dili-ence,  and  mostly  at  his  own 
berlin  &  Co.  and  Chaniberiin        Deming.  |  expense  built  a  meeting  house  near  the  cen- 
Alpheus  Houghton  and  his  brother  Elijah,  i  tre  of  that  settlement,  and  not  far  from  his 
farmers,  with  their  families,  and  the  Emerys  own  house  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and 

succeeded  in  collecting  a  large  church,  which 
continuing  to  worship  there  until  1840, 
whefl  the   Methodists   having  vacated  the 


and  Bundys,  also  farmers:  Major  Elia 
Clark,  Jr.,  saddler;  Samuel  Hoyt.  Ist,  farmer, 
soon  after  his  brother  Dr.  Moses  Hoyt  ;  Dr. 
Meigs,  John  M.  Foster,  attorney;  Ephraim 
Chamberlin,  Esq.,  innkeeper,  and  after- 
Avards  mill  owner ;  James  Kuupp,  mill  wright ; 


meeting  house  at  Lyndon  Centre,  and  some 
of  the  Freewill  denomination  residing  in 
that  vicinity,  it  was  deemed  good  church 


UrUS  mm  u  »y  li^i  ,  w  'j^^'^  -  1  i  -  c-       >       -  «  ' 

Josiah  Rawson,  and  afterwar<is  his  brother  tactics  to  remove  their  place  ot  worsiiip  to 
Dr  Simeon  Rawson.  In  1811,  Isaac  Fletch- !  the  Centre,  which  was  done,  consolidating 
er  an  educated  man  and  well  reu.i  lawyer.  !  the  ditterent  memberships  in  one  communion 
came  in  town,  and  soon  after  William  and  1  at  that  place;  by  so  doing,  they  had  the  ac- 
Joseph  and  their  father  Ichabod  Ide:  Duniel  i  cession  of  the  Methodists  ai  that  locality 
Bowker,  cabinet  maker,  now  the  oldest  re- i  disaffected  by  the  building  of  their  new 
sident  at  the  Corner;  Warren  l>arker.  cloth-  i  chapel  at  the  Corner.  Their  congregation 
ier-  Jonathan  and  Nehemiah  Werk^.  tanners  i  being  very  much  enlarged,  the  effect  was  to 
and  shoemakers;  Richard  and  Naihan  Stone,  niise  the  standard  of  their  meetings  by  call- 
saddlers-  Vbel  Edgell,  Bela  Shaw.  Senr.,  :  ing  into  their  pulpit  their  best  preachers 
and  Charles  Stone,  farmers;  Ill.  hard  and  j  before  named,  and  occasioned  the  demand 
Charles  Stone,  brothers,  were  bo,h  alter- j  for  a  better  house  of  worship,  which  was 
wards  deacons;  and  not  far  trum  , he  sume  ,  built  in  1848.  There  was  no  better  man  than 
time  Josiah  C.  and  Samuel  A.  W.ll.rd,  bro-  Elder  Quimby,  but  his  severe  secular  labors 
thers,  who  came  into  the  coun.ry  at  un  early  would  not  allow  him  as  a  preacher  to  equal 
day  with  their  n.oth.r  and  ^randtut in-r.  his  worthy  bnnhers  in  the  ministry,  who  de- 
Daniel  Cahoon,  Sen.,  but  resi<led  part  of  the   voted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  gospel. 
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Folsom,  Goss,  Graves,  the  lluugli- 
rons,  lIo)'ts,  Ingalls,  Ide.  .McKoy,  McGatVey.s, 


The  descendant,  of  the  curly  settlers  ar-   miss,  Samuel  A.  WiUard,  Samuel  W.  \\.n- 
riviu- at  maturity,  uuriured  in  the  school  of  :  s(.r,   W. Ilium  Way,   Uenjamm    F.  Dem.ng, 
indus'iry  and  economy,    became  important  j  JoMah        Wilh.rd.  Uela  Shaw,  Jr.,  llalsey 
members  of  the   community.     Since   that    Riley  and  Jerry  Dickeru.an  participating  as 
period  others  have  come  from  abroad,  who,   selectmen,  or  listers,  and  the  last  five  pnnci- 
from  their  business  capabilities  or  profes- '  pally  in  the  latter  olhce,  for  a  period  of  some 
Bional  skill,  have  filled  large  spaces  in  public  1      years.    Since  then  there  has  been  more 
estimation,  of  whom  are  Gen.  K.  li.  Chase  |  change,  either  on  the  principle  of  rotation  in 
and  ilalsey  lliley,  merchants  at  an  early  |  othce,  or  taking  turns  in  doing  the  drudgery 
period.     Philip    Goss,    Es^i.,    and   Doctors  I  of  it.    New  comers  and  younger  men,  as  the 
rhineas  Spalding,  Freedom  Din^nore,  and  :  Bemisscs,    Digelow,   IJaker,    Chase,  Cham- 
Abel  Underwood,  Nicholas  I'.aylies,  Thomas  j  berlain,    Cunningham,    Chaffees,  Evanses, 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  Moses  Chase,  Henry  S.  Bartleft,  i  Fletcher: 
and  Samuel  B.  Mattocks,  lawyers  by  profes- 
sion   but  not  all  in  practice:  and  sub.sc- j  I'-i^^^^'  ^'^arl,  Pierce,  Pike,  I'rescott.  I'owers, 
quently  Doctors  Hoyt,  Carpenter,  Sanborn,  j  C.    Randall,    Kay,    Sanborns.  Spauldmgs, 
Davling,  Mattocks,  Newell.  Denison.   lUan- i  Thompsons  and  Weeks,  with  some  others, 
chard,  Scott  and  Stevens;  Doctors  Cah.um  !  alternately  being  the  ins  j.nd  outs  of  said 
and  Houghton  of  the  town  helping  to  fill  ;  offices  most  of  the  time  since  —  all,  from  first 
the  ranks  — as  a  class  distinguished  for  high  j  to  last,  tinctured  with  the  infallibility  of  town 
professional  attainments  — and  more  recent-  |  rights  and  town  prerogatives  as  against  an  in- 
ly Jonathan  W.  Colby  and  Wm.  11.  McGaffey,  j  dividual.    And  the  longer  retained  in  office, 
merchants;  L.  R.  Brown,  goldsmith;  J.  N.  i  the  more  tenacious,  apparently  on  the  prm- 
Bartlett,  silver  plater;  G.  T.  Spencer,  mar- 1  ciple  of  regal  government  that  "the  king 
ble  engraver;   Hill,  Howe,  Baker.  Welton  |  can  do  no  wrong,"  the  officer  acting  in  the 
&  Currier,   harness  makers   and   carriage  j  representative  character,  embodying  himself 
trimmers;  E.  Underwood,  merchant  tailor;  |  in  the  corporation,  arrogates  for  it  all  he 
and  the  Millers,  carriage  makers;  there  are  j  could  desire  it  to  have.    We  suspect  that 

these  sentiments  are  not  confined  to  town  cor- 
porations, but  pervade  much  larger  com- 
munities, though  justice  requires  the  admis- 
sion that  this  arises,  probably,  from  an  over* 
anxiety  to  faithfully  perform  their  official 
duties,  making  individual  rights  subservient 
to  the  public  good.  We  are  apt  to  flatter 
ourselves  that  we  possess  greater  merits  and 
virtue  than  our  neighbors,  and  may  consider 
ourselves  exemplary  and  praise 'vovthy  in 
many  particulars,  for  good  qualities  and  good 
acts  incident  to  all,  yet  in  two  things,  if 
the  Lyndonenses  do  not  excel,  they  at  least 
are  commendable  for  their  well  doing,  the 
one  is  for  their  care  for  the  poor,  the  other 


two  establishments,  one,  Miller  Trull,  very  ; 
extensive;  the  other,  C.  C.  Miller  Co,  —  ; 
both  do  excellent  work,  in  good  times  em-  ! 
ploying  about  30  men.  The  Weeks.  Quim- 
bys,  and  W.  H.  McGaffey,  merchants,  ami 
the  Cahoons,  lawyers  and  pliysiciaus,  were 
descendants  of  the  early  settlers;  and  in  all 
parts  of  the  town  there  are  those  etjually 
meritorious  in  their  places,  as  Messrs.  Bigc- 
low,  Baker,  Pearl,  Folsom,  Thompson,  In- 
galls,  Cunningham.  Chalfee.  Knapp.  Fletch- 
er, Sanborn,  Spalding  and  Wakefield,  but 
where  all  are  equal  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
criminate, and  we  have  no  space  to  enroll 
all.  The  mass  of  the  population  are  thrifty, 
well-to-do  farmers,  with  a  proper  sprinkling  |  their  liberal  expenditures,  both  publicly  and 
of  mechanics  and  professional  men  to  incul-  |  individually,  for  the  support  of  education, 
catc  good  principles,  keep  good  order  and  i  fostering  public  and  private  schools.  For 


assuage  and  alleviate  pain  and  sickness. 

Of  the  selectmen,  listers  and  other  town 
officers,  since  the  time  specifically  given,  our 
limits  will  not  allow  the  detail;  all  were  com- 
petent to  perform  those  duties,  but  the  ex- 
perienced could  do  so  with  greater  ease,  hence 
the  old  gentlemen,  Daniel  Cahoon,  William 
Winsor  and  Abraham  Smith  were  lield  in  the 
service  a  few  years  longer  ;  and  tiien  Jiulge 

Fisk  Gen.  William  Cahoon  and  Abel  Carpen-  |  than  formerly,  and  it  is  a  noticeable  tac 
ter  Esq.,  succeeded  them  in  tho^e  offices  i  many  more  young  men  in  tins  town  than 
very  many  years,  some  of  thet.i  till  KS27.  i  in  any  other  town  in  the  coua.y  or  this 
\lphcus  Houghton,  Job  llandall,  Klias  Be- i  section  of  the  state,  with  perhaps  the  ex- 


many  years  furnishing  a  throng  of  students 
to  academies  abroad,  they  have  since,  by 
private  munificence,  erected  an  academy  at 
home,  supplied  it  with  a  good  apparatus,  and 
then  without  funds,  sustained  it.  Before  this 
several  had  fitted  for  an<i  completed  their 
college  course.  Several  have  since  fitted  here 
and  elsewhere,  and  received  degrees  at  col- 
Icre,  at  a  much  less  expense  in  preparing 


that 
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ception  of  Peiiclmin.  buve  obtained  liberal 
c<l\ici:tions,  and  nmny  othorM.  not  graduates, 
with  tinishcd  ncadomic  and  professional 
educations,  have  }!;ono  tnrfh  to  »lo  honor  to 
themselves  and  their  country  in  their  appro- 
priate spheres.    The  late 

Rev.  Wilbur  Fisk.  D  D., 
the  eloquent  divine,  and  learne*!  president  of 
Wesleyan  University  at  Middletown.  ('onn., 
a  model  of  Christian  excellence  and  purity, 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  Lyndon 
graduates  in  1815  of  Brown  University,  lie 
was  son  of  the  Hon.  Isaiah  Fisk  of  this  town, 
was  born  August  31,  17'.>2,  at  Brattleboro, 
fitted  for  college  at  Peacham,  and  tirst  en- 
tered college  at  Burlington  :  but  that  institu- 
tion being  suspended  by  the  war,  lie  trans- 
ferred his  relationship  to  that  at  Providence,  i 
R.  I.,  where  he  graduated  with  distinguished 
honor.    He  entered  the  law  oflice  of  tiie  late 
Hon.  Isaac  Fletcher,  and  grasped  the  ele- 
mentary principles  with    avidity,  but  the 
practice  did  not  harmonize  with  his  views 
of  Christian  duty  and  inclination,  and  after 
a  year  or  two,  a  portion  of  whicli  was  spent 
in  Maryland  as  tutor  in  a  gentlem:tn's  family, 
he  yielded  to  his  sense  of  duty  and  became 
an   itinerant  Methodist  minister   in  1818. 
This  as  some  would  think  it,  was  not  placing 
his  light  under  a  bushel,  but  where  his  talents 
*  like  a  luminous  body  became  resplendent  and 
shone  all  around.    As  is  usual  in  the  con- 
ference, as  the  representative  body  of  the 
denomination  is  called,  he  was  stationed  here 
and  there,  where  his  experience  and  talents 
would  seem  to  indicate,  ami  to  some  places 
where  his  innate  modesty  and  intirm  health 
would  make  him,  in  anticipation,  quail,  but 
where  the  reality  fully  jusiitied  the  appoint- 
ment; he  never  failed  to  be  most  accepta- 
bly received  wherever  he  wetit.  and  there 
were  probably  but  few,  if  any.  liis  superiors 
in  his  order.    He  was  soon  appointed  prin- 
cipal  of  the  institution  at  Wilbraham,  at 
which  place  he  labored  hanl  and  successfully, 
and  was  appointed  a  bishop,  which  he  de- 
clined, and  afterwards  t^rst  pre^^ident  of  the 
Wesleyan  University  which  he  accepted,  hav- 
ing  presided  over  the  institution  at  Wilbra- 
ham 5  years,  being  elected  to  the  last  office 
in  1830,  15  years  and  4  months  utter  gradu- 
ating ;  over  this  new  institution,  in  its  com- 
mencement laboring  under  many  .iithculf ies, 
and  the  greatest  the  want  of  funds,  he  pre- 
sided with  distinguished  ability  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  abou\,      years,  dying  the  'J'Jd  of 
.February,  18:^.0.     Dtirinp  the  term  of  his 
presidency,  for  the  double  purpose  of  solicit- 


ing aid  for  the  university,  and  pronioting  his 
health  and  also  enriching  his  mind,  he  visited 
Kurope.  or  to  use  the  pinase  of  his  biographer, 
Prof.  Holdich,  "at  the  meeting  of  the  joint 
board  of  the  Wesleyan  University  it  was  re- 
solved to  give  the  president  a  commission  to 
Europe  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  benetiling 
his  health  and  advancing  the  interests  of  tlie 
institution,  particularly  having  in  view,  for 
the  university,  additions  to  its  philosophical 
apparatus  and  library.    On  the  4th  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  Rev.  Dr.  Way  land,  president  of 
Brown's  University,  officially  communicated 
to  the  Kev.  Mr.  Fisk  that  the  board  of  fellows 
of  Brown's  University  had  conferred  on  him 
iihanimously  the  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity. 
This  was  very  acceptable  from  his  alma  mater 
on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  the  tour  of 
the  east,  which  occurred  on  the  8th  day  of 
September,  1835.    His  wife  and  a  Mr.  Lane, 
afterwards  professor  in  the  university,  ac- 
companied him;  they  were  absent  over  a 
year,  making  an  interesting  and  profitable 
tour  to  the  most  important  cities  and  places 
of  Europe,  including  England,  France,  Italy, 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  returning  in  No- 
vember, 183G,  invigorated  with  health  and 
well  laden  with  very  valuable  donations  as 
desired  for  the  university.    All  were  well 
satisfied  with  the  result   of  his  mission. 
1  During  his  absence,  the  maxim,  Out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind,  was  not  true  in  regard  to  him, 
for  the  general  conference  elected  him  to  the 
office  of  a  bisiiop,  his  former  election  to  that 
office  being  in  1829,  by  the  Canada  confer- 
ence.   He  declined  this  also,  considering  his 
duties  to  the  university  paramount,  prefer- 
ring duty  to  honor,  and  also  disregarding 
great  offers  of  wealth  if  he  would  accept  that 
office,  and  continued  to  do  his  whole  duty  to 
i  the  university  as  long  as  health  would  admit, 
I  and  it  continued  to  increase  in  popularity 
I  and  numbers  under  his  administration.  His 
incidents  of  travel  in  Europe,  published  by 
request,  is  an  interesting  work  ;  he  published 
other  works  of  interest,  some  were  election 
sermons,  an<i  upon  other  occasions,  and  some 
dissertations  on  matters    of  ecclesiastical 
politv,  all  well  worthy  of  perusal.  In  placing 
the  name  of  Fisk  at  the  bead  of  the  list  of 
Lyndon  graduates,  I  have  made  a  biographical 
digression  unintended  in  this  place,  yet  per- 
haps more  appropriate  with  his  friends  than 
if  placed  elsewhere  alone  as  intended  in  some 
niche  of  our  sketch,  as  we  should  deem  it 
imperfect  without  him  ;  for  we  think  or  speak 
of  him  but  to  a-lniire  an<l  venerate.    His  last 
sickness  was  of  pulmonary  complaints,  which 
troubled  him  through  life,  and  it  is  said  were 
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in  the  last  stages  extremely  painful,  yet 
borne  with  great  fortitiule  and  meekness. 
He  died  as  the  good  man  dieth,  ageil  47^  years 
nearly. 

Oeorok  B.  Shaw,  Esq., 
Was  the  next  on  the  list  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Vermont  in  ISl'.),  aged  about 
10  years,  and  was  imme<liately  appointed 
tutor  in  the  university.  He  suhseifuently 
studied  law  in  the  offices  of  Messrs.  Oris- 
wold  and  Follett  of  Burlington,  and  of  Hon. 
I.  Fletcher  of  Lyndon;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1822,  opened  an  office  at  Danville, 
and  received  a  generous  patronage  of  the 
business  done  there,  which  was  not  great, 
acquitting  himself  handsomely  in  its  per- 
formance. By  the  influence  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Griswold,  who  formerly 
resided  in  Danville,  he  was  induced  to  move 
to  Burlington  in  1823,  where  he  remained 
some  two  years,  and  then  returned  to  Dan- 
ville; afterwards,  when  Lowell,  Mass.,  l^roke 
like  a  meteor  on  the  horizon,  he  removed 
there,  and,  after  remaining  a  year  or  two, 
removed  to  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  remained 
several  years,  and  then  returned  to  Burling- 
ton, which  he  made  his  permanent  residence 
for  life.  When  young,  Mr.  Shaw  Avas  re- 
markably precocious,  possessing  maturity  far 
beyond  his  years ;  and  in  early  manhood  was 
characterized  by  the  same  trait,  coming  for- 
ward as  the  learned  scholar  and  accomplished 
gentleman  much  earlier  than  his  youthful  as- 
sociates. He  was  an  elegant  penman,  a  good 
accountant  and  a  ready  debater ;  of  uncom- 
mon suavity  of  manners,  he  could  render 
Limself,  with  ease,  the  centre  of  any  social 
circle  in  which  he  mingled.  The  young  and 
the  old  alike  regarded  him  as  a  shining  orna- 
ment of  society.  After  his  return  to  Bur- 
lington he  became  absorbed  in  other  matters 
than  his  professional  pursuits,  in  part  rela- 
tive to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  father  of 
his  second  wife  (the  first  having  died  young, 
when  at  Danville).  And  at  this  time,  while 
residing  at  Burlington,  he  was  elected  by  the 
general  assembly,  several  years  in  succes- 
sion, reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and  afterwards  his  partner.  William 
Weston,  Esq.,  received  the'samo  appointment 
several  years.  Previously  to  this,  during  the 
administration  of  Ciovcrnor  (.'rafts,  Mr.  Shaw 
held  the  office  of  secretary  to  the  governor 
and  council,  combining  the  ]>resont  offices  of 
secretary  of  the  senate  and  secretary  of  civil 
and  military  affairs:  both  offices  of  secre- 
tary and  reporter  were  very  efticicntly  and 
acceptably  hlleil  )»y  him.  His  >otj,  Wni.  (J. 
Shaw,  Esq.,  has  since,  unilcr  Gov.  Fletcher, 


held  the  office  of  secretary  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary affairs,  and  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  supreme  court  reporter,  and  now  holds 
the  office.  The  father  died  in  1853,  of 
epilepsy. 

George  C.  Cahoon 
Graduated  at  the  University  of  Vermont  in 
1820,  and  his  name  is  under  the  head  of  the 
practicing  lawyers  in  town. 

Rev.  John  Q.  A.  Edoell 
Graduated  at  the  same  institution,  and  was 
settled  in  Massachusetts  as  a  Congregational 
clergyman,  possessing  good  talents  and  a 
genial  disposition,  and  presumed  to  be  an 
ornament  of  his  profession,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  still  living. 

Rev.  James  L.  Kimball, 
Of  the  same  order,  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  about   the  year  1823  or  '24,  and 
having  studied  divinity,  was  ordained,  and 
enjoyed  bright  prospects  of  eminence  and 
j  future  usefulness,  when  the  destroying  angel 
!  entered  the  abode  of  his  father,  Jude  Kim- 
'  ball,  Esq.,  with  the  flattering  but  insidious 
I  disease  of  consumption,  and  first  took  a 
j  beautiful  and  accomplished  sister,  Mary,  in 
I  1826,  and   in  quick  succession,  an  elder 
j  brother.  Benjamin,  and  himself.     And  the 
i  flowers  of  youth  were  faded,  and  the  early 
hopes  of  parents  and  friends  blighted. 

Edward  A.  Cahoox 
Also  graduated  at  the  University  of  Vermont 
in  1838,  and  is  in  the  list  of  Lyndon  lawyers. 

Frederick  H.  Stone 
Graduated  at  Hanover,  and  is  settled  in 
Iowa. 

William  W.  Cahoox 
Graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  184'>,  and  at  the 
Medical  College  at  Woodstock  in  1848,  and 
subsequently  at  a  medical  college  in  New 
York,  where  he  was  afterwards  connected 
with  the  institution,  under  Doctor  Mott,  as 
assistant  physician,  where  he  made  good 
progress  in  science  and  made  himself  useful 
about  a  year,  when  he  contracted  a  pesti- 
lential disease  and  died.  None  had  better 
abilities  and  higher  aspirations  for  excel- 
lence and  profi*s>^ional  usefulne-'s  than  he 
had.  Having  studied  with  able  an<l  skillful 
physicians  and  surgeons,  attended  the  best 
lectures  in  the  state,  and  received  his  diplo- 
ma, in  pursuit  of  still  higher  attainments,  he 
sought  the  fountain  heads  of  the  profession 
in  New  York,  resolved  to  never  unskillfuUy 
tamper  with  human  life  in  the  practice  of 
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his  profession,  if  adequate  knowledge  could  ates  living  in  town,  are  Moseb  Chase 


Ki- 


be att:iined.  at»d  in  his  laudable  oiuliMivors  to 
make  himself  more  useful  by  garnering  from 
the  purlieus  of  the  h«»spital,  he  became  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  The  fol- 
lowing tribute  erected  in  New  York  city  to 
him  and  thirteen  others,  speaks  for  itself: 

llxc  mea  ornamenta  sunt  (The;<e  are  my 
jewels).  ''Gorham  Beals,  William  W,  Ca- 
hoon"  and  12  others,  strangers  here,  "stu- 
dents of  the  College  of  Phy.^icians  and 
Surgeons,  died  of  pestilential  disease  while 
ecrring  in  the  Public  Hospitals  of  New  York. 
This  Tablet  is  erected  by  the  Faculty  that 
the  memory  of  these  Jfarf>/rs  of  Iltnuanihf 
may  not  die,  and  that  taught  by  their  exam- 
ple, the  graduates  of  the  College  may  never 
hesitate  to  hazard  life  in  the  performance  of  i  lection  of  the  writer  that  nearly  an  hundred 


the  Ucv.  William  Scales,  lion.  Sami  kl  15. 
Mattocks,  the  last  two  of  Middlebury;  Dr. 

KnoCH     liLANCIIAKD.      McMSrs.      CUASK  lUi.l 

llLANCtfAiiD  of  Dartmouth;  Messrs.  Isaac 
Fletcher  and  Nicholas  Baylies,  deccast'.i, 
also  being  graduates  —  and  much  is  due  to 
Mr.  Fletcher  for  his  influence  in  behalf  of  a 
liberal  education.  Others  of  the  class  uro 
probably  inadvertently  overlooked. 

Under  the  head  of  education  we  may  ap- 
propriately include  professional  teaching,  iu 
law,  medicine  and  divinity,  for  Lyndon  at 
different  periods,  and  almost  constantly,  has 
possessed  among  her  citizens  able  tutors  iu 
all  these  sciences ;  and  it  is  within  the  recol- 


professional  duty."' 

The  editor  of  the  newspaper  from  which 
the  above  is  taken,  adds:  "Many  of  our 
readers  will  remember  one  whose  name  is 
given  above  —  W.  W.  Cahoon  of  Lyndon  — 
a  young  man  of  much  promise,  whose  sun 
went  out  ere  it  had  reached  the  meridian." 
He  was  the  son  of  the  late  lion.  William  Ca- 
hoon, and  died  August  olst,  1848,  aged  23 
years  and  6  months.  He  was  a  favorite  of 
the  family,  and  wherever  known  was  ap- 
preciated. 

Charles  B.  Fletcher 
"Was  a  graduate  at  the  Catholic  College,  ^lon- 


youug  men  belonging  to  the  town,  or  coming 
from  abroad  for  the  purpose,  have  received 
their  professional  education  here,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  professions  of  lav,-  and 
medicine ;  many  have  in  this  and  in  neigh- 
boring states,  become  ornaments  in  their 
professions  and  valued  members  of  society. 
Their  numbers  being  proportioned  about  20 
theologians  to  30  medical  and  50  law  stu- 
dents. 

Of  residents  in  town,  of  gentlemen  in  these 
professions,  there  have  been  nearly  50  cler- 
gymen settled  acording  to  their  order :  oO 
Methodists,  one  settled  by  the  town  and 
preaching  8  or  10  years,  the  others  stationed 


treal,  C.  E.,  of  him  we  have  spoken  else-  i  annually  by  Conference,  and  most  of  them 
where,  he  makes  the  lifth  of  the  honored  i  continued  2  years  each,  of  whom  are  de  .d, 


dead  of  the  Lyndon  graduates. 

Hon.  Charlks  W.  Willard, 
A  lawyer  and  editor  at   Montpelier,  is  a 
graduate  at  Dartmouth,  belonging  to  Lyn- 
don. 

Henry  Chase,  by  profession  a  lawyer  in 
niinois,  at  present  principal  of  the  Aca- 
demy at  Lyndon,  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege;  Geo.  W.  Cahoon,  attorney  at  Lyndon, 
and  Charles  M.  Chase,  attorney  and  editor  in 


Messrs.  P.  Peck,  Fillmore,  Fisk,  Cahoon, 
Dow,  Perkins  and  Mann ;  8  or  10  Freewill 
Baptists,  one,  elder  Quimby,  dead  and 
.  nearly  the  same  number  of  Congregation- 
j  alists,  though  not  more  than  6  technically 
j  settled  permanently  ;  some  others  preaching 
j  for  a  limited  time  on  probation  or  otherwi.se, 
!  one,  Mr.  Kimball,  dead,*  particularly  spoken 
of  elsewhere,  and  some  1  or  5  Universalists. 
,  We  have  elsewhere  alluded  to  the  merits  of 
,  this  worthy  class  of  our  citizens. 
I     There  have  resided  in  town  over  20  diifer- 


Blinois,  were  classmates,  graduating  at  Dart-  ent  physicians,  most  of  whom  we  have  named  ; 
mouth;  Henry  S.  Bartlett,  now  a  lawyer  of  ,  some  were  eminently  skilled  and  all  of  good 
R.  I.,  was  a  graduate  of  the  same  in.^titution  ;  \  repute  for  science  as  well  as  morals.  Some 
Messrs.  George  E.  Chamuermn  and  Henry  ;  of  the  most  scientific  and  skilled  still  live,  of 
JS'ewell,  should  rightfully  bo  rla^sod  as  Lyn-  j  whom  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  remarks 
don  students,  who  have  recently  gradujited  at  |  in  any  department  other  than  general,  yet 
Dartmouth  (but  it  would  be  characteristic  of  j  it  may  not  be  deemed  invidious  to  name  as 


St.  Johnsbury  to  cl 


hfui);    Mr.  CiKonr.E  I  such,   Drs.  Spaulding  and  Newell,  who  are 


W.  QuiMUY  of  Lyndon,  is  alsu  another  recent  ;  neither  now  residents  hero,  and  Dr.  Fuller 
graduate  at  Dartmouth,  and  two  others  hold 


a  student's  relation  to  the 
Peck  and  Dknms  Dl  iiu;(;. 


i.iiiie,  W.v.  lli;.Miv 
The  other  gradu- 


j  deceased,  one  of  the  earliest,  was  a  very 
j  learned  and  skillful  man,  having  visited 
i     *  Unlf  two  dh!d  in  this  town. 
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Frartoe  to  pertect  his  o<lncntion  ;  Dr.  Fiel<l. 
a'.tfo  ticceaseil.  was  nolt'd  for  liis  j>ru<lcut  cure 
ami  good  nursing.  JSinco  its  sott  IciiiLMit  iihtMit 
l!5  practising  lawyers  and  sonic  I  or  '>  out  of 
practice,  have  lived  in  town,  'Mhc  keepers 
and  doers  of  the  law."  All  have  had  a  share 
of  patronage.  It  is  lucky  that  they  were 
not  all  here  together,  for  it  would  have  been 
dry  pickings,  and  some  might  have  obtained 
a  bad  name;  but  spreaiiing  them  over  a 
space  of  nearly  00  years,  they  all  have  had 
opportunities  to  make  themselves  useful. 
Some  look  upon  the  lawyer  as  a  sort  of  har- 
binger of  evil,  but  this  is  illiberal,  his  duty 
is  to  suppress  evil;  and  if  governed  by  prin- 
ciple, he  will  endeavor  to  do  it.  The  virtu- 
ous should  not  complain  of  him  ;  but  the 
rogue  when  caught  undoubtedly  would,  for 

"No  rogue  e'er  felt  tho  halter  drawn. 
With  good  opinion  of  the  law." 

As  a  class,  the  lawyers  of  Lyndon  have 
compared,  favorably  with  those  elsewhere, 
and  their  general  deportment  has  been  cour- 
teous, manly  and  honorable ;  but  we  do  not 
intend  to  speak  of  the  merits  of  the  living, 
bnt  to  the  dead  would  give  a  passing  tri- 
bute. 

Nathaniel  Goodhue, 
The  jBrst  of  whom  we  have  knowledge, 
coming  here  in  1804  or  'Oo,  was  a  courtly 
gentleman,  and  as  a  town  lawyer,  very  ac- 
ceptable and  efficient.  As  he  left  no  record 
of  his  legal  learning,  we  can  not  speak  of  it 
with  certainty,  not  then  being  a  correct 
judge  of  such  matters;  but  coming  from 
Windham  county,  the  old  school  for  good 
lawyers,  we  infer  that  it  was  respectable. 
He  returned  there  after  a  few  years,  and 
his  brother, 

Samuel  B.  Goodhue, 
Took  his  place,  but  was  very  unlike  him  in 
appearance,  and  eccentric  and  erratic  in  his 
movements,  a  crusty  old  bachelor,  who  was 
reported  to  have  been  soured  and  shattered 
by  an  unfortunate  amour  in  his  youth.  Like 
other  eccentric  bodies,  he  had  his  bright 
scintillations,  but  not  very  enduring.  lie 
appeared  to  be  a  harmless,  upi  i;;lit  and  con- 
scientious man,  remaining  here  till  l^ll  ; 
when  last  heard  from  he  was  in  a  lunatic 
asylum. 

John  >L  Fostkr 
Came  next.  He  had  boen  in  practice  else- 
where, and  being  naturally  bright  and  kinky, 
he  was  a  trouhlo«onie  o}>ponent  fur  om* 
bachelor  friend,  and  purl icularly  so,  when 
he  was  a  little  warmed  up  by  tlie  .y>iri(  of  the 


/ntr.    Mr.  Foster  joined  tlie  army  in  1811i, 
aiul  left    town,    probably  in    turn  having 
I  bjen  a  little  worried  by  the  ne.N,i  coming 

!  lawyer.    We  have  said  that  "in  1811 

j 

i  Isaac  Fletcher, 

An  educated  iwxn  and  a  well  read  lawyer 
I  came  to  town;"  he  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
!  chusetts,  and  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
i  lege.    After  receiving  his  diplonia.  he  taught 
i  in  the  Academv  at  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  and 
I  there  formed    an    acquaintance  with  Miss 
I  Abigail  8tone,  his  future  wife,  and  read  law 
j  with  Mr.  Vose  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Judge 
I  White  of  Putney,   Vt.     He    possessed  an 
i  ardent  temperament,  with  an  ambition  to 
I  equal,  if  not  exceil  his  competitors;  prompt, 
'  energetic  and  unremitting  in  his  eliorts  for 
his  clients,  he  soon  attained  a  good  reputa- 
tion and  an  extensive  and  lucr;itive  practice, 
competing  successfully  with  the  most  noted 
j  of  the  bar  in  the  state,  giants  of  their  time. 
I  In   doing  this,    he   overwrought   both  his 
j  bodily  and  mental  powers,  participating  in 
!  the  trial  of  almost  every  cause* in  the  su- 
;  preme  and  county  courts  in  Caledonia,  Or- 
i  leans  and  Essex  counties,  and  being  8  years 
I  in  succession  state's  attorney  of  Caledonia 
1  county,  from  early  morn  to  a  late  evening 
I  hour,  while  attending  court,  being  thronged 
j  with  clients,  or  pressed  with  business ;  and 
;  when  it  was  the  period  of  repose  for  others, 
I  it  came  his  time  for  genial  social  intercourse, 
i  which   he  greatly  relished,  endowed  with 
i  kindly  feelings,  and  grtatly  needing  relaxa- 
tion from  his  severe  labors.    In  addition  to 
,  his  ordinary  labors  was  the  care  at  different 
'  periods  of  some  oO  students,  some  of  these 
j  however  lightening  his  burdens  by  assist- 
ance in  writing  and  ordinary  otiice  business, 
j  He  also  entered  the  political  arena,  tirsL  iu 
I  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  general 
i  assembly  of  the  aisite,  to  which  he  was  elect- 
I  ed  four  times,  and  at  the  last  session  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  that  body.    He  Avas  twice 
j  elected  member  of  congress,  but  his  health 
failing  him  from  overexertion  an<l  mental 
:  and  bodily  prostration,  he  could  not  distin- 
i  guish  himself  as  he  did  in  his  profession, 
i  nor  as  his  native  talents  and  learning  w»)uld 
i  entitle  himself  and    friends   to  anticipate; 
yet  when  others  would  have  l>oen  negligent, 
he  was  constant  and  faithful  in  liisdtity  to  the 
end  of  his  term.     His  motto  seemed  to  be, 
to  do  with  all  his  might  whatever  he  had  to 
do.    He  acquired  his  military  title  by  being 
appointed  adjutant   general   in  the  statf  of 
Governor  Van  Ness.     He  died  in  October, 
1812,  the  year  after  the  close  of  his  con- 
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gressional  term,  literally  worn  out,  aged  08. 
Less  ambition  and  less  labor  would  probably 
have  saved  bini  many  Vi'ars  to  iiis  family, 
his  friends,  and  the  world,    ilis  only  son 

Charles  B.  Flktchk.u, 
A  young  man  of  brilliant  intellect,  wlio  wns 
necessarily  with  his  father  most  of  his  con- 
gressional course,  and  became  well  poste<l  in 
matters  of  state,  succeeded  to  his  father's 
business  in  the  office  with  Mr.  Barllott,  his 
late  partner,  and  remained  at  Lyndon  a  year 
or  two,  afterwards  removed  to  Nashua,  N.  H., 
and  then  to  Boston,  ?>Iass.,  to  practice  law 
with  his  father-in-law,  ^Ir.  Farley,  a  distin- 
guished lawyer  there;  but  he  returned  to 
Lyndon  in  1852,  with  consumption,  and  died 
soon  after,  aged  34. 

Hon.  Nicholas  Bayliks 
Came  to  Lyndou  to  reside  in  18'5.j.  He  was  j 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  after- 
wards a  student  and  partner  of  the  lion. 
Charles  Marsh  of  Woodstock,  and  afterwards 
of  Senator  Upham  of  Montpelier.  He  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  While  residing  at 
"Woodstock,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Professor  Ripley  of  Hanover,  and  sister  o.f 
Gen.  Eleazer  W.  and  James  W.  Ripley,  of  the 
army  of  1812.  and  since  of  congress.  He  | 
moved  to  Montpelier  in  181i>,  and  had  Judge  I 
Prentiss-  and  other  able  men  to  compete 
with;  yet,  by  industry,  besides  laboriously 
attending  to  his  office  and  large  court  busi- 
ness, he  composed  several  v(dunjes  of  Indexes 
of  Common  and  American  Law,  arrangeil 
under  appropriate  heads,  aft'i»rding  ready  re- 
ferences for  practical  use,  and  very  valuable 
to  the  profession,  three  good  sized  volumes 
of  which  were  published,  entitled  Baylies' 
Digested  Index.  Other  volumes,  written 
afterwards  as  an  a<ldcn<la.  have  not  been 
published.  He  also  published  a  treatise  on 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  considered  vahinble. 
He  was  an  able  practitioner  of  his  profession 
till  1833,  when  he  was  elected  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  ref^lecfe.l  in  IS;*,!;,  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  nt^ice  with  distin- 
guished ability.  His  wife  having  deceased, 
on  retiring  from  the  bench  be  ever  after  made 
it  his  home  with  his  only  <laiigi>ter,  Mary  R., 
Mrs.  George  C.  Cahoon :  and,  although  ad- 
vanced in  life,  yet,  pos>ie,-<>ing  good  health 
and  a  vigorous  constitution,  he  entered  into 
the  practice  of  law  again  with  the  ardor  of 
youth,  especially  of  chancery,  in  which  he 
delighted,,  and  at  his  death,  in  ISIT,  aged  7'.> 
years,  was  esteemed  one  oi"  the  tnost  learned 
lawyers  of  the  state.    His. mind  was  not  so 


much  characterized  for  brilliancy  an  for 
patient  ami  indouutable  perseverance  in 
investigation  and  in  arriving  at  correct  con- 
clusions. His  family  consisted  of  three  chil- 
dren, the  oldest  a  son,  Horatio  N.,  who  wa.<s 
a  merchant,  and  died  in  Louisiana  in  18'>-; 
and  his  y(»ungest  a  son,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  a  law- 
yer, who  resides  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The 
daughter,  Mary  Ripley,  Mrs.  George  C. 
Cahoon,  die<-l  at  Lyndou,  July  18,  1858. 

There  are  two  considerable  villages  in  the 
town,  Lyndon  Corner  and  Lyndon  Ckntuk, 
and  some  other  places  which  aspire  to  the 
name,  not  very  numerously  settled,  as  the 
Red  Village  and  East  Lyndon. 

Lyndon  Corner  is  a  centre  for  several  other 
towns  to  do  much  of  their  mercantile  and 
mechanical  business,  and  is  noted  for  being 
a  brisk  business  place.  The  villagers  having 
in  their  number  those  who  professionally  deal 
in  almost  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life,  they  transact  business  of  nearly  every 
kind  found  in  the  country,  and  there  are 
enough  of  each  trade  and  profession,  so  that 
a  person  can  have  a  fair  opportunity  to  select 
with  whom  to  deal,  and  the  subject  matter  to 
deal  about.  It  contains  2  church  edifices, 
an  academy,  and  2  school-houses;  a  public 
house,  livery  stable,  and  two  buildings  with 
large  halls  for  public  occasions ;  2  retail 
stores,  in  one  of  which  Lyndon  post  office  is 
kept;  1  merchant  tailor's  clothing  store,  1 
other  tailor's  shop,  1  extensive  tin  and  sheet- 
iron  factory  and  stove  and  variety  store;  1 
flour  and  grocery  store,  1  medical  store,  4 
shoe  stores  and  shops,  2  harness  shops  and 
2  carriage  trimmers,  2  jewellers,  1  daguev- 
rean  gallery,  1  silver  plater ;  2  extensive 
carriage  factories,  one  operated  by  steam, 
the  other  by  water,  both  making  excellent 
j  carriages ;  marble  works,  cabinet  makers, 
I  house-joiners ;  4  blacksmith  shops,  2  plan- 
i  ing-mills,  sawmills,  grain  mill,  oil  mill, 
I  plough  shop,  blind-maker,  sash  and  door 
makers,  coopers,  painters,  mason,  butcher, 
cattle  dealers ;  also  2  clergymen,  4  physi.- 
cians  and  4  lawyers.  The  private  dwelling- 
houses  are  about  120,  with  150  families  and 
from  700  to  1000  inhabitants.  This  village 
lies  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  town,  and 
derives  its  name  from  the  junction  and  course 
of  the  roada. 

Lyndon  Centre,  deriving  its  name  from  its 
locality,  is  about  two  miles  north  from  the 
Corner,  situate  in  which  are  2  church  edifices, 
I  the  town  hall  and  scho'ol-housc,  ami  a  public 
j  house.    It  ha.s  2  clergymen,  1  physician,  2 
!  merchants,  2  shoe  shops,  2  blacksmiths,  se- 
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veral  house-joiners,  1  rail  road  contractor.  1 
starch  factory,  1  sawmill,  1  tiinnory,  1  har- 
ness shop,  and  about  one-third  of  the  number 
of  houses  at  the  Corner,  and  families  and 
people  in  proportion  ;  also  a  post  otfice.  The 
cemetery  is  also  in  this  village,  and,  although 
it  may  not  possess  great  interest  to  strangers, 
yet  their  own  is  a  very  interesting  feature  to 
the  people  of  every  town  and  locality.  It  is 
situated  in  rear  of  the  town  hall,  as  now 
called,  being  for  many  years  the  only  meet- 
ing-house in  town,  and  the  ground  in  the 


It  is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  group  of  graves 
of  father,  mother,  her  mother,  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  and  two  grandsons.  A  beautiful 
bed  is  made  over  the  graves,  and  the  shaft 
of  the  monument  rests  on  appropriate  bases 
of  marble  and  granite.  The  surviving  son 
who  caused  its  erection,  Lucius  Kimball, 
Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  must  have  cultivat- 
ed his  taste  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  The 
monument  of  Dr.  Charles  B.  Darling,  of  rich 
Italian  marble,  octagonal,  tlutod  and  other- 
wise ornamented,  and  of  elegant  proportions, 


cemetery  first  used  for  burial,  is  part  of  that  is  the  most  beautiful  in  the  cemetery.  Ita 


donated  to  the  town  by  Mr.  Job  Sheldon.  It 
was  first  used  in  180:>,  by  tlie  burial  of  Lucy, 


truthful  tribute  is  "  He  was  a  good  man." 
A  few  weeks  since  his  beautiful  wife  was 


daughter  of  Capt.  Joel  Fletcher,  and  none  { laid  by  his  side,  to  claim  another  tablet  to 
other  in  town  has  been  used  since,  unless  a|  departed  worth.  The  family  monuments  of 
few  in  the  Elder  Quimby  neighburhuod,  long  i  Hon.  Isaac  Fletcher,  Capt.  Joel  Fletcher  and 
ago.  It  contains  a  large  coniregatiou  of  our  i  Josiah  C.  Willard,  Esq.,  are  as  large  and  ex- 
loved  and  honored  dead.  The  old  part  was  \  pensive,  and  some  of  them  more  so,  than  Mr. 
indiscriminately  used  without  reference  to  ;  Kimball's,  and  of  similar  materials,  but  vary 
order,  but  on  adding  the  new  part  at  the  in  form  and  finish,  to  suit  the  taste  of  the 
west,  it  was  allotted  out  as  well  as  it  could  ;  purchaser.  The  Trull,  Bemiss,  Curtis  and 
be,  and  laid  out  in  good  taste.  Another  |  Bowker,  are  also  good  ones,  but  not  so  large 
addition,  on  the  whole  length  of  the  north  j  nor  of  the  same  order.  In  proportion  to  the 
side,  was  made  a  year  or  two  ago.  Since  j  whole,  the  monuments  are  but  few,  but  there 
this  purchase,  the  whole  grounds  have  been  i  are  an  unusual  number  of  beautiful  head 
encircled  with  a  nice  new  painted  fence,  and  j  stones,  and  many  of  them  of  the  richest  Ita- 
ornamented  by  terraces  and  flower  beds ;  !  Han  marble  of  good  size  and  proportions, 
costly  family  monuments  and  a  very  large  ;  very  thick  and  highly  polished  on  all  sides, 
number  of  beautiful  head-stones  are  erected  j  and  set  in  appropriate  granite  bases, 
to  our  friends,  and  high  above  them  all,  on!  In  other  parts  of  the  town  there  are  some 
elevated  ground  at  the  west  end  of  the  centre  j  8  blacksmith  shops,  also  other  mechanics, 
avenue,  stands  a  tall  Italian  obelisk  upon  I  such  as  are  needful  and  will  make  themselves 
marble  pedestals  and  granite  base  of  appro-  ;  useful  in  every  community,  such  as  house 
priate  dimensions,  inscribed  to  the  memory  !  joiners,  chair  makers,  sash  and  blind  makers, 
of  about  twenty  Revolutionary  otticers  and  i  mill  wright,  7  or  8  saw  mills,  carding  ma- 
soldiers  who  have  died  in  town.  This  was  ;  chine,  starch  factories,  &c.,  kc,  and  at  the 
erected  under  the  superintendence  of  a  town  >  rail  road  station  a  large  wholesale  store,  be- 
committee,  with  funds  raised  by  private  and  I  si<les  the  capacious  depot  and  storage  store, 
voluntary  donation ;  an  appropriate  tribute  ,  More  with  propriety  might  be  said  of  the 
from  the  right  source  —  a  spontaneous  out- j  convenience  and  benefit  of  the  rail  road  to 
pouring  of  the  treasures  of  the  heart  to  the  |  the  town.  Freight  for  the  Lyndon  stations 
champions  of  freedom.  There  is  an  e.xpensivve  \  is  usually  deposited  in  the  depot,  but  might 

be  taken  otF  at  the  Folsom  crossing,  three 
miles  north,  where  there  is  a  side  track  con- 
venient to  East  Burke,  where  many  cars  are 
loaded  from  the  north  part  of  the  town  and 


tomb  near  the  centre  of  the  ground,  with 
hewn  granite  front  and  iron  tloovs.  erected 
by  Elder  Daniel  Quimby  for  private  family 
use,  which  has  occasionally  been  used  as  a 


receiving  tomb.  The  family  monument  of  |  Burke,  ami  from  Wheehick  and  Sheffield; 
Abel  Carpenter,  Esq..  one  of  the  Ilovolution-  but  all  those  towns  usually  take  f  lu'ir  freight 
ary  officers,  whose  name  is  familiar,  was  the  to  and  from  the  depot,  situated  about     of  a 


first  erected  here.  Its  base  was  granite,  and 
its  colun\n  white  Vermont  marble,  good  for 
its  time,  but  less  than  those  of  recent  struc- 
ture. The  next  erected,  was  to  the  family 
of  Judc  Kimball,  Ksq.  This,  f  »r  the  purposes 
intended  and  the  number  of  its  insorii)tions. 


mile  southeast  fron»  the  Corner.  Large 
numbers  of  cattle,  sheep  and  horses  are  sent 
from  here,  also  large  t|uarititi«s  of  butter, 
potatoes  ai\<l  starch,  and  of  whatever  is 
marketable:  and  a  great  number  of  carri- 
ages and  harnesses  nnnle  in  town  for  the 


is  probably  better  i.r(q)ortioned  and  more  j  sunny  south  and  California,  in  belter  days, 
symmetrical  than  any  other  in  the  cemetery,  j  to  order. 
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There  is  not  great  ornnmcntul  beauty  in 
the  locHtiori  or  .structure  of  the  buildings  ot 
the  main  village,  the  site  being  uneven  and 
lacking  compass  and  space  for  buihling  and 
pleasure  grounds ;  but  it  is  adapted  to  its 
use  of  being  a  busy  central  business  place 
not  only  of  the  town,  but  of  a  large  sur- 
rounding country.  Its  surroundings  are 
high,  but  verdant  hills  of  pasture  ground 
and  cultivated  fields,  and  if  the  mind  is 
weary  of  confinement  in  the  seeming  fast- 
nesses, the  body  has  but  to  climb  to  the 
summit,  and  there  will  be  ample  space  in 
which  to  breathe  free  and  easier,  and  for 
thought  to  soar. 

The  census  shows  the  population  to  have 
been  in  1791,  59;  in  1800,  542;  in  1810, 
1092;  in  1820,1296;  in  1830,  1750;  in  1810, 
1753;  in  1850,  1754;  and  18(;0,  number  not 
known  by  the  writer,  but  understood  to  have 
diminished  a  trifle.  For  several  years  the 
town  has  not  increased  much  in  population, 
and  probably  for  the  last  decenary  not  quite 
held  its  own.*  This  arises  from  a  variety  of 
causes,  one  of  which  is  that  the  inhabitants 
are  mostly  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  that 
there  is  but  little  unsettled  land  in  the  home 
market,  and  that  held  at  so  hijih  a  price  as  to 
be  eclipsed  by  the  large  amount  of  lands  at 
the  west  at  government  prices.  Another  is 
the  golden  bait  for  the  greedy  at  California, 
Pike's  Peak  and  Australia,  both  these  causes 
have  greatly  tended  to  deplete  this  and  other 
towns  in  the  vicinity  of  their  richest  trea- 
sures, their  enterprising  young  men  and 
women,  to  people  the  wildt'rness  or  delve  in 
the  mines.  And  many  young  men  and  wo- 
men have  gone  abroad  to  find  broader  fields 
in  which  to  disseminate  learning,  mete  out 
justice,  administer  the  potent  pill,  or  declare 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man.  It  is 
no  wonder  then,  that  our  numberH  should  de- 
crease under  such  a  process :  yet  we  have  a 
healthful  and  intelligent  population  l»-n,  with 
as  fair  prospects  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  man. 

STATE,  COUNTY  AND  TOWN  OFFICERS, 
kesidents  ok  i.ynuox. 
Town  Clerks. 
1791,  '2,  '3,  Daniel  Cahoon.  .Ir.f 
179:M808,  Daniel  Cahoon,  Sr.+ 
1808-1829,  William  Cah..on.t 
1829-1813,  Elias  Remiss.  Jr.f 
1843-1845,  Andrew  J.  Willard. 
1815-1855,  John  M.  Hoyt. 
1855,  John  McCatfey. 
•Sve  Cbnpter  Couuty  C«ii«iu  Tiiblc,  pM«e  270. 


1850,  Edward  A.  Cahoon. 

1857,  William  II.  McGattey. 

1858-1«01,  Isaac  W.  Sanborn,  incumbent. 

State  Councillors. 
1814,  Nicholas  Bayliesf  (then  of  Montpelier). 
181.W20,  William  Cahoon. f 
1820-22,  Vv'm.  Cahoon, f  Lieut.  Gov.  and  cx- 

otticio  Councillor. 
1820-32,  Benj.  F.  Deming.f 
I  1833-^34,  George  C.  Cahoon. 
'  Office  abolished  in  1836,  and  Senate  created. 
State  Senators. 
1836,  Joseph  H.  Ingalls.f 

1840,  Elias  Bemiss,  Jr.f 

1841,  '2,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr. 

1843,  '4,  George  C.  Cahoon. 

1845,  '6,  Welcome  Bemiss, 

1847,  '8,  Sam'l  B.  Mattock,  now  of  L. 

1849,  '51,  Eph.  Chamberlin. 
1856,  '7,  Edward  A.  Cahoon. 

CoiJNCiL  OF  Censors. 
1806,  Isaiah  Fisk.f 

1813,  Nicholas  Baylies.f 

RePRESENTATITES.  Years. 

1792,  Dan.  Cahoon,t       ....  1 

1793,  Josiah  Arnold,  ....  1 
1794-1802,  inclusive,  Daniel  Cahoon,  Sr.,f  8 

1802,  '5,  '8,  '9,  '10,  '11,  '12,  '25,  '26,  Wil- 
liam Cahoon, f       .       .       .  .9 

1803,  '4,  '13,  '14,  '15,  '16,  '17,  '18,  '21,  '23, 

Isaiah  Fisk,f     ....  10 

1806,  '7,  Abraham  Smith,!     .       .  .2 

1819,  '20,  '22,  '24,  Isaac  Fletcher,f  .  4 
1827-33,  Job  Randall,     ....  7 

1834,  '52,  '53,  E,  B.  Chase,         .       .  3 

1835,  George  C.  Cahoon,         .       .  .1 

1836,  '7,  Elias  Bemiss,  Jr.,f  .  .  2 
1838,  '9,  Benjamin  Walker, f  .  .  .2 
1840,  '41,  '48,  '49,  Stephen  McGaffey,  .  4 

1842,  '3,  Benaiah  Sanborn,      .       .  .2 

1844,  '5,  Asaph  Willmarth,f        .       .  2 

1846,  '7,  Lucius  Kimball,        .       .  .2 

1850,  '54,  '55,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr.,    .  3 

1851,  John  D.  Miller,       ....  1 

1 856,  Daniel  L.  Ray,    ....  1 

1857,  '8,  William  11.  McGaffey,  .  ,  2 
4859,  '60,  Sumner  S.  Thompson,  .  2 
1861,  George  Ide,  incumbent. 

Delegates  to  Constitutional  Convention. 
1793,  Josiah  Arnold. f 

1814,  '28,  William  Cahoon.f 
1822,  Isaac  Fletcher.f 
lH:{r»,  '43,  George  C.  Cahoon. 
1H50,  TjT,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr. 
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JUDOK  OF  SUPUEME  CoURT. 

'4,  Nicholas  Baylios.*  Ju(l<;c  Baylies 
formerly  resitied  at  Montpclier  but  in 
Lyndon  the  last  12  years  of  his  life. 

JCDGES  OF  THE  CoUNTY  CoURT. 
1807  (Ist),  Isaiah  Fisk.*  years. 
1822  (last),  in  all  14  years,  being  chief 

justice,   8 

1811-19,  William  Cahoon,*  .       .       .  8 

1824,  '5,  Samuel  A  Willanl,     .       ,       .  2 

18o9,  '42  '3,  Ephs.  B.  Chase,       .       .  3 

State  Attorneys. 

1820-  29,  Isaac  Fletcher,*  ...  8 
1835,  '6,  '7,  '47,  George  C.  Cahoon,  .  4 
1839,  '41,  '2,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr.,  .  .  3 
1851,  '2,  3,  Henry  S.  Bartlett,  .  .  3 
1854,  '5,  Edward  A.  Cahoon,  .  .  .2 
1860,  '1,  George  W.  Cahoon,  incumbent,  2 

Sheriffs. 

1815, '16,  Jude  Kimball,*  .  .  ..  2 
1828,  '9,  '30,  '31,  Silas  Houghton,*.  .  4 
1832,  '3,  '4,  '5,  Charles  Roberts,  .  .  4 
1851,  '2  '3,  George  Ide,  ....  3 
1854,  '5,  Horace  Evans  at  St.  Johnsbury,  2 
1856,  '7,  Orenso  P.  Wakefield, ...  2 

Mr.  Evans's  family  were  early  settlers 
of  Lyndon,  where  he  lived  many  years 
and  officiated  as  deputy  there  a  long  pe- 
riod, previously  to  his  election  as  sheritF. 

•Judges  of  Probate. 

1821-  32,  Benjamin  F.  Deming,*      .  .12 
1836  (1st),  '47  (last),  Samuel  B.  Mat- 
tocks,  9 

Registers. 

1821,  '2,  George  B.  Shaw,*     .       .       .  2 

1823,  '3,  '5,  George  C.  Cahoon,    .       .  3 

1826  (1st),  '38  (last),  Samuel  B.  Mattocks,  8 
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County  Clerks. 
1817-32,  Benj.  F.  Deming, 

Mr.  D.  was  a  merchant  at  Lyndon,  and 
relinquished  it  to  very  faithfully  perform 
his  official  oppointments. 
1837  (Ist),  '48  (last),  Samuel  B.  Mattocks,  12 

Mr.  Mattocks  formerly  resided  nt  Dan- 
ville, and  represented  that  town  ;)  years,  and  \ 
was  cashier  of  the   Bank  of  Caledonia  8, 
and  has  been  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Lyn- 
don 5  years,  and  now  holds  it. 

Members  of  Conorf.ss. 

1829-33,  William  Cahoon,*     ...  4 

1833,  '4,  Benjamin  F.  Deming,*  .       .  2 

1837-41,  Isaac  Fletcher,*        ...  4 

1851-53,  Thomas  Bartlett,  Jr.,    .       .  2 
*  Deceaml. 


Presidential  E  l  k  i-  t  o  r  s  . 
Of  President  Madison,  William  Cahoon  ;* 
of  President  Lincoln,   Kdwiird  A.  Cahoon. 
Both  were  messengers  to  Wasliington. 

Practicing  Attorneys. 
Thomas  Bartlett. 
Edward  A.  Cahoon. 
George  C.  Cahoon, 
George  W.  Cahoon,  partners. 

Physicians, 
Charles  S.  Cahoon. 
Horjice  Stevens. 
Daniel  Trull. 

Edward  Mattocks,  Allopathy. 
Chester  W.  Scott,  Homoeopathy. 

Lyndon  Centre. 
Enoch  Blanchard,  Allopathy. 

Post  Masters. 
Lyndon. 
John  M.  Weeks, 
1861,  Aug.,  Wm.  H.  McGatfey. 

Lyndon  Centre. 
Elisha  Sanborn! 

In  the  71  freemen's  meetings,  holden  since 
the  organization  of  the  town,  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  tliere  has  always  been  an  elec- 
tion of  a  representative,  and  never  but  one 
failure  of  his  attending  the  legislature,  and 
that  of  General  Cahoon  in  1810  by  reason  of 
sickness.  Farniers  have  represented  48 
years,  lawyers  0,  merchants  9,  physician  2, 
carriage-maker  1,  and  rail  road  contractor, 
2 ;  the  representatives  of  40  years  are 
known  to  be  dead,  the  others  except  one,  are 
known  to  be  living, 

CALEDONIA  COUNTY  FARMERS'  CLUB. 

BY  THE  secretary. 

A  convention  was  calle<l  at  the  Town  Hall 
in  Lyndon,  the  5th  day  of  September,  18G0, 
to  organize  an  agricultural  society  to  accom- 
modate more  particularly  the  citizens  of 
Northern  C'aledonia.  A  large  number  were 
in  attendance,  the  convention  enthusiastic 
and  harmonious.  After  a  temporary  organ- 
ization by  choosing  Hon.  E.  A.  Cahoon, 
presitlent,  and  L  W.  Sanborn,  ^ocretary,  and 
spirited  remarks  frotn  gentlemen  of  the  seve- 
ral towns  represented,  a  county  farmers' 
club  was  perujanently  organized,  with  the 
following  officers:  Elisha  Sanborn,  presid- 
ent; Sullivan  Hanney,  vice  president;  1. 
W,  Sanborn,  secretary ;  Charles  Folsom, 
treasurer. 

The  first  exhibition  was  held  «t  Lvndon 
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Centre  ou  Tiiursday,  (be  2()th  of  the  same 
month,  with  very  siitiafactory  results. 
Nearly  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  were  ex- 
hibited, including  7')2  oxen!  The  other  de- 
partments were  well  represented,  especially 
the  ladies,  or  Floral  Hall. 

At  the  second  annual  meeting,  held  Jan. 
30,  18G1,  the  same  otbcers  were  reelected  with 
an  additional  vice-president  and  secretary. 

The  second  exhibition  was  held  on  the 
same  ground,  Oct.  '2,  18G1.  The  fair  was 
very  successful. 

The  society  is  founded  upon  a  basis  in 
many  respects  dissimilar  to  any  other  in  the 
state.  Diplomas  are  awarded  instead  of  cash 
premiums,  thus  rendering  the  expenses  of 
the  society  comparatively  small,  the  neces-  ( 
sary  funds  being  raised  by  membership  sub- 
scriptions. The  results  thus  far  have  proved 
very  satisfactory. 

THE    FARMER'S  GIRL. 

A  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  SONG. 
BY  ISAAC  W.  SANBOUN. 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah,  hurrah ! 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer  s  girl ! 
Light  is  her  step  o'er  the  grassy  lawn, 
As  that  of  tlie  playful,  agile  fawn, — 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer's  girl ! 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah,  hurrah ! 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer's  girl ! 
Her  cheeks  are  tinged  with  a  roselike  hue. 
Her  lips  are  red  and  her  eyes  are  blue, — 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah ! 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah,  hurrah! 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer's  girl ! 
She's  hale  and  hearty,  noble  and  true, 
Ever  ready  for  the  work  she  hns  to  do, — 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer's  girl ! 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah,  hurrah ! 

Hurrah  for  the  farmer's  girl ! 
She's  truthful,  trusting,  generous,  kind, 
Happy  and  gleeful — just  to  your  mind, — 

For  the  farmer's  girl,  hurrah  ! 

I%xtract8  from  *'  Leiia  Lymlon  "  (Mi.->«  Siinannah  S.  Burt). 
SOMETHING  NEW. 
/ft  reply  to  an  articU-  in  The  Aurora  of 
Xov.  21,  18G0. 

We  have  found  the  prieoloss  dower, 
We've  obtained  the  littir»g  g^nn, 

And  it  sparkles  bright  this  hour, 
In  our  nation's  •iiadeiu 

Would  you  know  the  thing  selected. 
As  th<J  "something  new"  we  scan? 

'Tis  that  'Ml.'iio^t  Abt'"  "s  eb'cted 
Chani[iion  in  the  truth's  bright  van. 


'Tis  that  error  now  shall  crumble 
'Ncntii  the  power  of  justices  might, 

Truth  shall  cruel  tyrants  humble, 
Bringing  "hidden  things"  to  light. 

Now  the  fettering  curse  of  thralldom 

Shall  extend  not  with  its  sin. 
Since  our  Ruler  we've  installed  him, 

Lincoln's  rails  will  fence  it  in ! 

WEARY  NOT. 
Weary  not  tho'  each  endeavor 

Brings  not  now  success  to  thee, 
Work  in  faith  —  remember  never 

Acts  of  goodness  lost  will  be. 

Sit  not  down  with  heart  despairing, 
Weary  not  within  the  strife. 

There's  a  goal  that's  worth  the  sharing, 
Brighter  than  this  tear-dimmed  life. 


NEWARK. 

BY  J.  P.  SMITH. 

The  history  of  this  town  contains  little  to 
interest  that  class  of  readers  whose  homes 
are  among  the  thriving  towns  and  villages  of 
our  state,  surrounded  by  wealth  and  luxury, 
and  who  have  little  or  no  sympathy  for  the 
rough  backwoodsman  and  hardy  pioneer. 
Those,  however,  who  cherish  the  memory  of 
our  forefathers,  and  sympathize  Avith  those 
who  encountered  so  many  difficulties  and 
hardships  in  subduing  the  dense  forests,  and 
preparing  a  home  for  themselves  and  their 
descendants,  will  love  to  read  their  humble 
story,  and  draw  the  parallel  between  their 
own  comfortable  times,  and  those  of  their 
ancestors.  This  town  is  situated  in  the 
norih  or  northeast  part  of  the  county,  and 
was  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  square,  con- 
taining 30  square  miles.  It  was  formerly  a 
part  of  Essex  county.  It  was  chartered 
August  15,  1781,  to  William  Wall  and  others. 

The  first  land  that  was  cleared  in  its  limits 
was  near  the  boundary  of  Burke,  in  the  year 
1795.  In  September.  1707,  James  Ball 
came  with  his  family,  and  settled  upon  the 
farni  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Mr.  Pcrley 
Ball.  In  lSi)l,  Eleazer  Packer  came  and  sot- 
tied  some  two  miles  deeper  still  in  the  forest. 
Charles  Palmer  came  in  180-L  These  Avere 
the  first  settlers.  Others  came  in  soon  after, 
and  the  town  was  organized  in  ]8()'.).  These 
families  sutl'ered  n»any  privations.  The 
nearest  grist  mill  was  at  Lyndon,  12  miles 
away,  and  the  cold  summer  of  181(1  destroyed 
noiirly  all  tboir  crops.  In  thi'  co'.nst*  of  a 
few  years,  however,  large  tracts  of  forest  laml 
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were  cleared  of  their  timber,  ami  bountiful  |  a  saw  mill.  On  the  road  Irom  Newark  to 
harvests  reiniid  the  settlor  lor  hi.s  labors  and  j  l.'^hind  Pond  is  a  mineral  spring,  the  waters 
placed  his  family  in  comfortable  circum- 1  of  which  are  supposed  to  run  through  a 
stances.  The  soil  of  this  town  is  naturally  |  stratum  of  coal,  as  it  is  strongly  impregnated 
fertile  and  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  |  with  carbonic  acid.  There  are  three  large 
wheat.  40  bushels  to  the  acre  have  been  |  ponds  of  water  in  the  town,  one  of  which 
raised  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  D.  D.  Hall,  I  is  situated  exactly  in  its  centre,  and  is  called 
and  from  30  to  40  bushels  on  fields  of  from  40  j  Centre  Pond.  The  manufacture  of  lumber 
to  75  acres  on  the  farm  of  Alpheus  Stoddard.  1  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent;  there 
Uut  the  ravages  of  the  weevil  (or  midge,  as  j  are  7  saw  mills,  1  grist  mill  and  1»  star'cli  fac- 


it  is  now  called),  has  led  to  the  cultivation 
of  other  crops  to  the  almost  total  neglect  of 
whqat.    The  present  year  (18G0).  however, 


tories.  The  number  of  school  districts  is  9, 
and  the  population  is  .3G7. 

One  serious  drawback  to  the  interests  of 


the  weevil  has  not  made  its  appearance,  and  |  this  town,  has  been  its  geographical  position, 
strong  hopes  are  entertained  by  our  farmers  i  though  we  trust  the  time  will  come  when  it 
that  wheat  will  yet  be  raised  abundantly  as  ,  will  cease  to  be  felt.  It  is  divi.Ied  by  ranges 
in  ''days  of  old."  The  failure  of  the  wheat  j  of  hills  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  dinicult 
crop  turned  the  attention  of  uur  farmers  ,  to  establish  a  central  locality  where  the  citi- 
especially  to  the  raising  of  potatoes   and  j  zeus  may  meet  to  transact  their  business. 


herds  grass  seed. 


!  One  palpable  effect  of  this  is.  that  the  mer- 


The  last  named  gentleman  above  who  set-  j  chant  in  the  adjoining  towns  receive  the 
tied  here  in  1820,  has  cleared  G  JO  acres  of  i  benefit  of  our  trade.    Another  is,  that  thou^rh 


timbered  land  for  this  purpose, 
reaped  some  years  100  acres  of 


fie  has 

;rass  for 


there  are  3  religious  societies  in  town,  there 
is  no  meeting  house.    Several  attempts  have 


seed.    The  labor  of  clearing  a  heavy  growth  I  been  made  to  erect  one,  but  have  failed  by 


of  timber  from  the  soil,  is  immense 


reason  of  disputes  as  to  the  locati 


gag8  in  it  extensively  and  successfully,  re-  |  proposition  is  now  before  the  town  to  build 


a  town  hall  in  connection  with  a  church, 
which  will  probably  succeed. 

[The  meeting  house  has  been  erected  and 


quires  men  of  muscle  and  strong  constitu- 
tions. Among  the  enterprising  farmers  of 
this  town    who  have  added  much  to  it; 

wealth  in  this  way,  are  Alplieus  Stodd:ird,  i  dedicated  the  past  season— 
Henry  Dolloff,  Eleazer  Davis,  M;irshall  Stod- 
dard and  Samuel  Gray.    In  18-32,  M.  Stod- 
dard raised  8,G00  bushels  of  potatoes,  all 


Obed  Johnson 
Moved  into  Newark  from  


in  1812,  and 


upon  newly  cleared  land ;  he  has  also  reaped  began  clearing  his  land.    He  was  a  man  of 


100  acres  of  grass  seed  in  a  sin 


iiLe  vcar. 


uncommon 


energy  and  industry ;  an  excel- 


The  township  is  well  watered.    Here  the  i  lent  and  skillful  farmer.    As  a  citizen,  he 


Passumpsic  river  takes  its  rise.  The  settle- 
ment has  extended  gradually.  It  is  a  post 
town,  and  has  four  school  districts. 

This  town  is  also  celebrated  for  its  large 
productions  of  maple  sugar.  The  original 
growth  of  timber  upon  two-thir.ls  of  its 
area,  consisted  of  maple,  boeeii  and  birch, 
maple  being  in  the  excess;  many  beautiful 
groves  of  this  useful  tree  h^ve  been  cut 
down,  but  many  yet  remain.  The  eastern 
slope  of  a  mountain  which  extiMids  from  East 
Haven  to  the  centre  of  the  town  (a  <listance 
of  three  miles),  is  covered  I'or  two  miles  or 


was  obliging  and  trustworthy  ;  as  a  christian, 
he  was  of  exemplary  piety,  and  an  invalu- 
able member  of  the  church.  Practically 
benevolent,  it  was  his  custom  when  a  sub- 
scription was  in  circulation  in  behalf  of  any 
religious  enterprise  to  give  a  sum  double 
that  of  any  other  contributor,  ile  acted  as 
class  leader  in  the  Meihotlist  church  for  40 
years.    He  died  in  18-38,  aged  72. 

ADDITIONAL  FACTS. 

BY  L.   M.  SLEETKU. 

List  of  first  town  officers,  1800  —  Eleazer 


more  with  a  continuous  torest    of   sugar- 1  Packer,  James  Ball.  John  Sleeper,  select 


maple.    Many  tons  of  sugar  are  iiiaiC,'  here 


David  Pike,  treasurer ;  Miles  Coe,  con- 


annually.    Another  remarkable  feature  of  i  stable. 

the  town,  is  the  great  number  of  perennial;     First  justice  —  Eleazer  Packer.  1808,  20 
springs.    There  is  scarcely  a  farm  that  tloes  :  years;  others,  Lauren  M.  Sleeper.  I'J;  Amos 
not  contain  one,  and  some  six  or  seven.    On   Parker,   15;    Philemon  Hurtwcll,   13;  and 
the  farm  of  Mr.  A.  P.  Taft  is  a  beautiful  I  Miles  Coe,  12. 
spring  of  clear  water,  which  sends  otf  trom 
its  foujitain-head  a  .stream  sufticient  to  turn 
45 


First  representative 
1811  (1853). 


Eleazer  Pucker, 
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i\r»\  ti,.  r<  !iiiit -— J'^nu'S  Morse,  1832. 

|  lo.n'liri"  of  conimoa  school  —  Ursula 
N.v..:!.  I  MO, 

J        l.irili  —  Arnold,  son  of  James  Ball, 

^jt^l  >lo!iili  —  Kleazer  Jr.,  son  of  Eleazcr 
r.rkvr.  April  3,  1800. 

Kirst  marriage  —  Philemon  Hartwell  and 
Stlly  Hartwell,  by  Eleazer  Packer,  June  28, 
1812. 

The  oldest  person  among  the  early  settlers 
who  has  deceased,  was  Mr.  Billinnrs. 

The  oldest  now  living,  is  the  same  Eleazer 
Packer,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  second 
family  that  moved  into  town.  From  the 
organization  of  the  town  till  age  demanded 
his  retirement  from  public  services,  he  was 
among  the  first  and  foremost  in  all  business 
transactions;  he  held  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant town  offices  year  after  year,  and 
many  times  represented  this  town  in  the 
general  assembly  of  the  state;  was  justice 
of  the  peace  until  he  refused  longer  to  serve, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

[About  21  years  since,  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  Newark,  lived  Calvin  Hudson,  first 
settler  on  the  east  road  from  Burke  line  to 
Brighton,  which  was  then  only  brushed  out. 
Here  he  and  his  brother,  Kitridge  Hudson, 
had  bought  a  right  of  land,  and  Calvin  had 
built  a  log  house,  and  moved  his  family,  a 
wife  and  7  children,  in  the  fall  before.  In 
the  winter  he  made  shingles.  One  morning 
his  family  being  in  want  of  "necessaries," 
he  took  his  knapsack  and  started  for  Burke, 
Not  being  very  well,  he  <iec}ined  waiting  for 
breakfast,  ami  started  beft)re  the  family  had 
risen.  At  Burke  he  made  his  purchases,  and 
started  for  home.  A  ytonn  came  on,  and 
the  snow  fell  fast;  at  Seymour  Walton's, 
last  house  in  East  Haven,  still  'j  miles  dis- 
tant, he  stopped  to  warm,  and  again,  not  to 
be  detained,  pushed  on  homeward.  Two 
days  afterward  (I  had  the  narrative  from  the 
lips  of  his  brother^  and  give  it  from  memory), 
within  40  rods  of  home,  he  was  found  frozen 
by  the  wayside.  Coiled  up  at  his  feet  (the 
snow  melted  beneath  the  dt-voted  unimart, 
lay  his  own  faithful  little  dog.  And  after 
the  funeral  several  days  —  the  family  having 
been  removed  —  some  one  visiting  tlic  de- 
serted house,  found  this  sann^  artVctionatc 
creature  had  stayed  behind  and  crawled  be- 
neath the  blanket  that  wrappo.l  the  body  of 
his  dead  master  before  the  lun  ia!,  and  had 
been  left  upon  tlie  sliolf  in  the  entry  way; 
and  with  <liflieulty  \v;i><  he  ''oaxcd  from  the 
sacred  relic  and  solitary  ho<i.«e. — /.'</.] 


PEACIIAM. 

BY  KEV.  A.  BOUTKLLE, 

Pcacham  received  a  corporate  exi<itcnre 
charter  from  Benning  Wentworth,  trovt-rn  .r 
of  New  Hampshire,  Dec.  .'H,  17<i:5.  TL;* 
charter  made  over  to  seventy  grantees, 
habitants  of  N.  Hampshire  and  of  i)ur  otl.cr 
governments,  and  to  their  heirs  and  ass;rrp>. 
forever,"  a  tract  of  land  —  23,040  acre^i — 
"six  miles  square  and  no  more," 

A  tract  of  land  lying  between  Danville  nn-i 
Peacham,  which  afterward  received  a  t-Tv.n- 
ship  charter  under  the  name  of  Dev.  eyshiir::. 
was  by  act  of  the  legislature  divided  in  1>1'». 
j  a  part  added  to  Danville  and  a  part  to  Peaoh- 
I  am,  which  gave  it  a  territory  of  25,»J9.5  acre^. 

Peacham  is  in  the  second  range  of  town- 
ships westerly  from  Connecticut  River,  and 
its  principal  village  is  7  miles  northwesterlv 
from  its  rail  road  station  at  Barnet,  A  high 
ridge  of  land  passes  through  the  westerly 
part  of  the  town,  running  northeast  and 
southwest,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
town  running  into  Lake  Champlain,  from 
those  passing  into  Connecticut  River,  TLie 
territory  of  the  town  lies  chiefly  on  the  east- 
ern slopes  of  this  dividing  ridge,  and  though 
a  varied  surface,  has  many  excellent  farm?, 
well  adapted  for  all  kinds  of  gi-ain,  gi-ass  and 
pasturage.  We  can  say  in  truth,  both  val- 
leys and  hills  possess  a  remarkable  fertility, 
some  of  our  best  farms  being  on  high  swells 
of  land. 

From  the  summits  of  some  of  oar  high 
hills  beautiful  prospects  are  obtained.  On 
one  of  these,  called  by  way  of  legendary 
distinction.  Devil  Hill,  looking  west  and 
north,  the  eye  gazes  upon  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness,  extending  from  the  base 
of  the  hill  directly  beneath  your  feet  for 
several  miles,  Avhile  by  just  turning  around, 
without  other  change  of  position,  the  culti- 
vated farms  of  Peacham  and  Barnet,  lie 
spread  out  to  the  beholder  s  view.  From 
f.'ow  Hill,  a  still  higher  eminence,  the 
vision  is  bounded  north  and  Avest  by  the 
Green  Mountain  range  and  to  the  east  by 
the  Frahconia  and  White  mountains  in  New 
Hampshire,  Looking  west,  or  looking  east, 
the  whole  intervening  country  lies  spread 
out  in  all  its  untold  variety  of  hills,  vallevs. 
forests,  ponds,  farms  and  villages. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  town  are  several 
ponds,  or  small  lakes,  some  of  which,  en- 
vironed with  forests,  and  fed  by  mountain 
springs,  are  reinavkably  cle;ir  and  much  vi- 
sited by  those  fond  of  piscatorial  diversions. 
Onion  River  Pond — so  called  as  the  source 
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spent  tlio  winter  tofrether  in  reacham.  These 
were  the  first  white  men  who  wintered  here, 
and  may  he  called  the  fathers  of  the  town. 
But  the  few  inereasod  a  little  from  year  to 
year  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

In  October,  1777,  was  l»orn  Harvey  Elkins, 
the  first  white  male  child  horn  in  Pcachani ; 
and  next  year,  Ruth  J^keele,  the  first  female 
child  born  in  Peachani,  and  who  died  Sept. 
25,  18G0,  aged  82  years. 

In  1779,  Gen.  ilazen,  stationed  at  New- 
bury, had  orders  to  clear  a  road  from  that 
place  to  Champlain,  and  thus  pave  name  to 
the  so-called  Hazeu  Road,  which  for  a  long 
time  thereafter  was  a  great  convcnicncft  to 
the  inhabitants.  As  usual  in  those  early 
daj'S.  that  road  did  not  avoid  the  high  hills. 
In  1780  a  Capt.  Aldrich  built  a  picket  around 
James  Bailey's  liouse  for  security  iVora  the 
enemy,  and  this  was  probably  the  only  block 
house  in  the  limits  of  P.  (Jenerally  the 
people  had  to  take  care  of  themselves  as 
best  they  could,  and  seasons  of  alarm  were 
not  uhfrequent ;  though  it  is  not  known 
that  any  one  was  killed  in  the  litaits  of  the 
town  by  Briton,  Tory  or  Indi:in.  A  few 
were  taken  prisoners,  among  whom  were 
Cols.  Elkins  of  Peaciiam,  and  Johiisou  from 
Newbury  in  1781,  and  two  by  the  name  of 
Bailey,  in  1782.  Col.  Elkins  was  c:irried  to 
Quebec,  thence  to  England,  and  was  there 
exchanged  for  one  of  equal  rank.  Col. 
Johnson  returned  on  parole. 

After  the  war  closed,  population  rapidly 
increased.  It  was  a  point  of  considerable 
commercial  importance  in  Indian  trade,  and 

,'di- 


o\  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  Onion, 
..r  Winooski  River — is  in  the  westerly  part 
.»f  I  ho  town,  covering  an  area  of  about  300 
acres.  Little  Osmore  Pond,  one  mile  west 
of  Onion— a  long  sheet  of  water  wholly  sur- 
r.nmded  by  forests — has  on  its  bed  a  deposit 
o(  i/i/usorial  inarl,  much  admired  by  geolo- 
pislri  for  its  fineness  and  freedom  from  foreign 
ingredients.  Shell  marl  of  coarser  quality 
is  found  in  other  places  in  town,  from  which 
lime  in  considerable  quantities  has  been 
manufactured. 

There  are  several  streams  of  water  running 
easterly,  affording  numerous  mill  privileges, 
upon  which  are  4  sawmills,  2  gristmills,  a 
starch  factory,  a  carding  machine,  a  tannery, 
a  blind  and  sash  factory  an/i  2  wagon  shops. 

According  to  charter  prescription,  the  first 
town  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Peacham 
was  held  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  Jan.  18,  1764. 
Iladley  is  distant  from  Peacham  164  miles. 
It  is  an  honored  town,  and  Peacham  need 
never  be  ashamed  of  the  place  of  its  birth. 
There  the  machinery  of  the  town  was  put 
into  working  order,  but  the  power  to  work 
the  machinery  was  in  the  city  of  London, 
while  the  chief  overseer  had  his  dwelling  in 
Portsmouth,.  N.  II.  Affairs  slumbered,  and 
for  nearly  20  years  the  town  remained  in  al- 
most unbroken  silence. 

After  long  intervals  the  proprietors  held 
an  occasional  meeting,  and  made  some  pro- 
gress in  surveying  lots  and  running  lines 
,  around  the  toAvn.  Their  first  meeting  held 
in  Peacham,  bears  date  August  20,  1783,  6 
months  previous  to  the  first  regular  town 

meeting  of  which  there  is  any  record.  The  |  as  the  Hazen  Road  became  famous  as  a  me 
disturbed  condition  of  the  country,  arising  j  um  of  transit  across  thecountry.  the  !:in<l  ra- 
from  the  contested  claims  of  New  Hampshire  |  pidly  came  under  cultivation.  People  begun 
and  New  York,  and  the  American  Revolution  |  to  forget  past  trials  in  the  prospects  opening 
retarded  the  growth  of  the  town.  A  very  }  before  them,  and  population  became  respect- 
few  inhabitants  tried  to  carve  out  homes  for  |  able  in  numbers,  intelligence  and  ehuructer. 
themselves  and  families  as  early  as  1775.  but  !  Uy  December,  1784,  there  were  21  freemen 
lived  in  constant  peril  by  day  and  night.  |  in  the  town,  and  a  population  of  some  2(K). 


Early  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  Dca.  Jona- 
than Elkins*  came  with  a  few  others,  and 
began  cutting  down  the  forest;  but  from  fear 
of  the  eneuiy,  soon  after  returned  to  New- 
bury. In  1776  the  solitude  was  broken  by 
the  marching  of  several  companies  of  sol- 
diers along  a  line  made  by  blazed  trees  from 
Newbury  to  Champlain.  It  was  in  early 
Hpring,  and  they  marched  on  snow  shoes. 
But  upon  hearing  of  an  invasion  from  Cana- 
da, they  soon  marched  back  again.  The  few 
people  who  were  here,  fied  with  them.  Dea. 
Elkins,  however,  with  John  Skeele  and  Ar- 
ehey  McLauglilin,  returned  in  the 
•  Of  Hampton,  N.  II. 


The  census  of  17'Jl  shows  a  population  of 
365.  In  1800.  there  were  873— «»nly  371  less 
than  at  this  present  year  (l8t.iM.  Thus  in 
1784  the  town  was  fully  organized,  and  on 
that  same  year,  it  was  voted  to  raise  .->6i»  for 
preaching,  to  be  paid  in  wheat  at  f.s.  per 
bushel,  and  the  selectmen  were  the  commit- 
tee to  hire  ministers  and  appoint  places  for 
preaching. 

In  17U1,  was  agitated  the  question  of  erect- 
ing a  meeting-house.    The  vote  st.)od  on- 
Unts  33.   7wn-con(tnts  2^^.      P'Ut   the  people 
could  not  agree  on  the  place  of  building,  for 
fall  audi  even  when  they  agree.l  to  abide  the  decision 
I  of  men  appointed  from  out  uf  town,  who 
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should  "stick  the  stake,"  (hey  were  very 
reluctant  to  .^tirk  to  their  vote.  Happily  in 
179."),  their  thouirhts  were  ttirned  to  the  ques- 
tion of  erectinjj^  an  academy,  and  of  usint; 
the  same  buildiutr.  both  for  a  ;»chool  and  a 
sanctuary,  and  the  question  prevailed,  and 
Caledonia  County  Grammar  School,  located 
in  Peacham,  received  its  charter,  bearing 
date  Oct.  '11,  1705.  It  seeujs  the  question 
was  agitated  whether  the  County  Scliool 
should  be  here  or  the  Court  House  and  Jail, 
and  the  people  wisely  decided  to  have  the 
School,  and  posterity  thanks  them  for  the 
■wisdom  of  the  choice.  For  Peacham,  it  was 
a  happy  day  when  she  said,  Danville  may 
have  the  Court  House,  wo  will  have  the 
School;  and  Danville  was  satisfied,  rejoiced 
and  was  glad.  The  academy  located  here, 
drew  to  it  the  eyes  and  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  The  meeting  house  wrangle  was 
hushed.  The  men  called  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  "stick  the  stake,  '  were  not  needed. 
The  people  this  time  stuck  tlielr  own  stake, 
and  on  the  brow  of  the  noble  eminence  called 
afterward  Academy  Hill,  the  srake  was 
stuck  and  all  the  people  said  amen.  The 
town  agreed  to  supj^ort  the  principal  three 
years,  and  in  addition,  erect  a  commodius 
building.  On  the  1st  of  December,  171)7,  it 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  and 
Ezra  Carter,  P'sq.,  was  the  first  principal. 
From  that  time  to  this,  it  has  gone  its  way 
prospering,  with  an  annual  average  aggre- 
gate of  200  pupils.  It  has  had  ;{.')  ditferent 
preceptors,  of  whom  '1\  were  graduates  of 
Dartmouth,  3  of  Yale,  2  of  U.  V.  M.,  4  of 
Middlebury  and  1  of  Harvard,  .\mong  these 
.  are  the  honored  names  of  Ezra  Carter  and 
Jeremiat  Evarts,  Esqr-.,  David  i'liasseil.  D. 
B.,  David  Merrill,  Prof.  P.:irtleit,  Evarts  and 
Noah  Worcester,  Daniel  Christie,  John  Lord, 
Mellen  Chamberlin  and  C.  C.  Cbjise.  Hon. 
Thaddeus  Stevens.  Hon.  Samuel  Merrill. 
Chief  Justice  KedfieM.  Kev.  Will.vir  Fiske. 
D.  D.,  were  among  its  pupils.  Its  present 
principals  are  Lyman  S.  Watts.  .V.  \\.,  and 
Miss  Jane  E.  Chamberlin. 

RELIGIOUS  INTERESTS. 
The  people  of  the  town  hate  over  taken  a 
warm  interest  in  its  moral  and  r«'ligi<>ns 
welfare.  In  1784,  when  it  does  not  appear 
there  were  more  than  •)  freemen  in  town,  it 
•was  voted  to  raise  for  prrarliing.  und  in 
that  same  year  a  church  was  >.rgatuze(l  by 
Kev.  Mr.  Powers  of  Newbury,  consist mg  of 
18  members  of  the  I'resbyteriaii  order.  That 
church  did  uot  pr--?.p»'r,  and  ;it  Uiigth  dis- 
banded.    On  the  14fh  of  April.  17'.»l,  the 


I  present  (Congregational  Church  wan  orgnu- 
j  ized  with  12  niembers.  The  last  survivor  <.f 
j  this  number  was  Mary  Bailey,  2d,  who  di,-d 
j  in  Glover  in  1844,  aged  *J2  years.  In  tlie 
i  same  year  23  others  united  with  the  church, 
i  three  of  whom  lived  till  after  the  prcst-ut 
I  pastor  was  settled  over  the  church.  Jona- 
j  than  Elkins  and  Reuben  Miner  were  its  first 
j  deacons.  In  1800  there  were  41  members, 
!  of  whom  Kev.  Leonard  AVorcester  was  the 
I  4()th,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church, 
I  Oct.  30,  1799. 

j  Thus  we  come  down  to  1800.  Within  less 
I  than  30  years  the  w"ilderness  had  been  in- 
!  vaded,  and  before  the  sturdy  blows  of  the 
j  woodchopper  the  forest  had  rapidly  disap- 
peared, and  thei^e  now  beautiful  and  fertile 
slopes  of  land  laid  open  to  the  light  of  the 
sun,  and  bountiful  harvests  crowned  the  la- 
bors of  the  husbandman.  Substantial  dwell- 
ings took  the  place  of  log  cabins,  roads  were 
opene<l  and  graded,  an  academy  built  and  set 
agoing  under  auspicious  influences,  a  print- 
ing press  established  from  whence  for  several 
years  a  weekly  newspaper  was  issued,  a 
church  organized  and  a  pastor  settled.  The 
people  worked  —  earned  their  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  The  idle  and  shiftless 
were  not  wanted  and  were  summarily  re- 
minded they  might  return  whence  they  came. 

The  Elkinses  were  brave  men,  the  six 
gigantic  Klanchards  were  not  behind,  while 
!  William  Chamberlain  run  lines  both  for  land 
and  conduct.    Others  too,  as  the  McLaugh- 
lins, Skcele,  the  Baileys,  Minors,  Merrills, 
Martins,  made  their   mark,  and  posterity 
i  honor  their  memory.    Among  its  freemen  at 
i  that  time  were  William  Chamberlain,  after- 
i  ward  member  of  congress  and  lieutenant- 
1  govenor  of  the  state,  John  Mattocks,  for  G 
!  years  member  of  congress,  governor  of  the 
j  state  and  a  judge  in  the  supreme  court, 
i  Leonard  Worcester,  for  40  years  a  wise,  de- 
i  voted  and  successful  minister  of  the  gospel; 
}  not  to  mention  the  boys  and  girls,  who  in 
I  after  years  grew  up  sturdy  yeomanry,  bow- 
ing not,  nor  doing  reverence  to  king,  pope 
or  bishop,  abhorring  slavery,  and  titled  aris- 
j  tocracies  of  all  grades. 

j  From  1800  its  prosperity  has  been  steadily 
!  onward  to  this  day,  comparing  favorably 
i  with  any  other  town  in  a  rural  region  for 
j  health,  wealth,  enterprise,  thrift,  intelligence 
i  and  positive  religious  intluences. 
I  The  .\cademy  has  had  a  very  happy  in- 
I  fluence  on  the  resident  population  as  upon 
I  <»ther  hundreds  who  have  gone  from  us.  In 
;  1840  Mr.  Worcester  stated  in  a  published 
I  bcrmou  ;  "No  less  than  20  young  men  from 
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among  tbc  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  ob- 
tHinctl  a.  college  education,  having  been  fitted 
for  collpge  in  this  institution."  It  is  be- 
lieved this  was  the  first  acatlemy  building 
erected  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Tub    CONGUKGATtONAL    CULUCU     AND  So- 
CIKTY. 

As  before  remarked,  the  church  was  or- 
ganized in  1704.  ilev.  Leonard  Worcester 
was  ordained  as  pastor  Oct.  30,  IT'JD,  and  till 
18)0  labored  faithfully  in  the  work  of  the 
jiiiuistrj.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  right 
man  inllie  right  place,  and  in  the  memories 
of  a  grateful  people  his  words  and  deeds  arc 
still  garnered  up.  It  was  a  ministry  of  great 
prosperity,  and  generally  during  the  period  of  | 
liis  labors  the  church  occupied  a  very  com-  I 
manding  position  among  those  of  the  de- 
nomination in  the  state.  In  the  18th  year 
of  his  ministry  there  began  a  revival  of  re- 
ligion which  continued  for  two  years,  wlien 
225  were  received  to  its  membership  on  profes- 
sion of  faith.  Ag.iin  in  1801,  in  a  time  of 
great  darkness  and  no  little  alienation  among 
brethren,  the  Spirit  was  w^onderfully  poured  j 
out  from  on  high,  and  in  the  course  of  14 
months  154  were  added;  when  the  total  of 
its  membership  arose  to  370,  and  except 
Middlebury,  it  was  the  largest  church  in  the  ^ 
state.  During  Mr.  Worcester's  ministry  571  i 
were  added.  His  formal  connection  as  pas- 
tor was  not  dissolved  till  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  28,  1846.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  David  Merrill — a  native  of  Peacham, 
and  a  member  of  the  church, — who  was  in- 
stalled September  9,  1841.  Mr.  Merrill  was 
pastor  nearly  9  years,  dying  suddenly,  July 
22,  1850.  Dui-ing  his  ministry  99  were  added 
to  the  membership.  The  present  pastor.  Rev. 
A.  Boutelle,  was  installed  February  13,  1851. 
Since  his  ministry  commenced,  132  have  been 
added,  leaving  a  present  membership  of 
about  260.  Since  its  organization  in  1794, 
there  have  been  added  877. 

This  church  and  society  have  always  taken 
a  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
temperance  and  missions.    Forty  years  ago 
there  were  some  30  distilleries  in  operation 
here,  but  for  more  than  25  years  they  have 
ceased  to  be,  and  the  places  they  occupied 
will  be  known  as  such  no  more  forever.  So 
far  as  votes  are  tests  of  temperance,  this 
town  has  sometimes  been  called  the  "banner 
town  "  in  Vermont,  and  the  same  may  pro- 
bably be  said  of  the  attendance  upon  public  j 
worship  on  the  sabbath  day.     The  statistics  | 
of  contributions  i'lv  brtu'vn  cut  iiiirj><(Si'.s  in! 
the  Congregational  Church  and  Society  can  | 


be  given  only  for  10  years — from  1851  to  '61. 
These  amount  to  about  .'ji5,M  H  ;  l)eside  some 
^^22,UW  in  legacies  by  Dr.  Josiah  Shedd. 

The  first  meeting-house  of  the  (Congrega- 
tional Society  was  built  in  lh()6  on  Aca- 
demy Hill,  and  for  the  times  was  a  large 
and  beautiful  building,  and  what  was  better 
still,  usually  filled  with  hearers  from  sabbath 
to  sabbatJu  Its  cost  was  more  than  J^OjOOO, 
The  present  pastor  of  the  chQrch  is  the  third 
from  its  beginning. 

[Not  long  since  while  on  a  visit  at  the 
Peacham  parsonage,  the  present  lady  there 
(Mrs.  U.)  remarked  unto  us,  *'  This  church  can 
claim  what  probably  not  another  church  of 
its  age  can  in  the  state.  It  has  had  but  three 
pastors — Uvo  five  in  the  grave  yard  over 
there,  the  other  in  th6  parsonage  here." — 

Methodist  Episcopal  Chubch. 
by  rev.  d.  packer. 

The  M.  E.  Church  in  Peacham  was  organ- 
ized by  Rev.  D.  Field  in  1831.  There  had 
been  occasional  preaching  in  the  east  part 
of  the  town,  some  three  years  previous,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairbank,  stationed  preacher 
at  Danville,  and  Rev.  A.  Sias. 

The  following  ministers  have  been  regu- 
larly appointed  at  Peacham  : 


D.  Field, 

1831,  1 

year 

John  Currier,  . 

.    1832,  2 

do 

0.  Curtiss,  . 

1834,  1 

do 

J.  A.  Sweetland, 

.    1835,  1 

do 

C.  Lyscomb, 

1836,  1 

do 

Roswell  Putnam, 

.    1837,  1 

do 

J.  H.  Patterson,  . 

1838,  1 

do 

J.  N.  Hume,  . 

.    1839,  1 

do 

W.  Evans,  . 

1840,  1 

do 

John  Clark, 

.    1841,  1 

do 

J.  D.  Rust,  . 

1842,  2 

do 

R.  Bedford.  . 

.    1844,  2 

do 

F.T.Albee,  . 

1846.  1 

do 

H.  P.  Cushing, 

.    1847,  2 

do 

A.  G.  Button, 

1849,  2 

do 

H.  Hitchcock,  . 

.    1851,  2 

do 

D.  S.  Dexter, 

185;),  1 

do 

E.  D.  Hopkins, 

.    1854,  2 

do 

N.  W.  Aspinwall,  . 

185»;.  2 

do 

George  F.  Wells, 

.    1858.  1 

do 

D.  Packer,  . 

1859,  I 

do 

The  Society  built  a  chapel  in  1>32,  which 
was  dedicated  January  1.  1H:'>;1.  ])uring  the 
first  decade  to  iSiO  the  S.>ciety  nuinberod 
111.  including  probationers.  In  l>5t>  it 
numbered  in  lull  membership  aiul  probation- 
ers 12;'.  In  186(»  we  reported  in  full  and 
probationers  141 .  lu  1^;5'J  the  nun)l>er  was 
74  only;  but  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  blessed 
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us  wilh  ;i  p;lo\  ii)US  revival  during  our  first 
year,  nearly  100  professed  faith  in  Christ. 
We  have  expended  dnriti[i  our  two  yeai\s,  in 
repairs  in  the  chapel,  and  parsonage  ST-o. 
Well  njay  we  say,  "What  hath  Clod  wrought," 
to  Him  be  the  praise. 

[We  here  resume  Mr.  Boutelle's  MS. — Ed.'] 
Peacham  had  in  1791  the  largest  population 
of  any  town  in  the  county,  and  in  18(H)  the 
largest  except  Danville.  In  1840  it  had  1443  ; 
in  1850,  lo77  ;  in  18G0,  1257. 

INCIDENTS. 

Aloof  from  scenes  of  war,  in  whfch  the 
towns  bordering  on  Lake  Charaplain  so 
much  participated,  Ave  have  scarce  anything 
to  speak  of  as  unusual  or  marvelous. 

The  first  millstones  for  a  gristmill  in  j 
Peacham  were  drawn  from  New  bury  on  an 
ox  sled,  by  Col.  Johnson,  of  N.  He  tarried 
over  night  with  Dea.  Elkins.  Somehow,  the 
Tories  found  out  he  was  there.  They  had  a 
special  dislike  to  Col.  Johnson,  Gen,  Bailey, 
and  Rev.  Peter  Powers.  They  hated  Bailey 
for  his  influence  over  the  Indians;  they  hat- 
ed Johnson  for  his  bravery  at  the  taking  of 
Ticonderoga ;  and  Powers,  for  he  now  and 
then  preached  on  freedom  and  human  rif/h(s, 
and  that  was  preaching  politics.  Knowing 
Johnson  was  staying  with  a  defenceless 
farmer,  about  midnight  they  .surrounded  the 
house,  and  entering,  took  prisoners  whom 
they  would,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
Resistance  was  useless,  and  Johnson,  with 
Jacob  Page,  Col.  J.  Elkins  and  a  younger 
brother,  were  marched  off  before  daylight, 
prisoners  of  war.  Johnson  told  the  Tories 
the  younger  Elkins  would  not  live  to  get 
through  the  woods,  as  he  was  feeble,  *'  hav- 
ing been  drowned  when  a  little  boy,"  Und 
they  let  the  boy  return,  to  his  great  joy  and 
that  of  his  parents.  Col.  J.  found  many  old 
acquaintances  among  the  Tories,  now  bitter 
enemies.  There  were  eleven  of  theisi  under 
the  command  of  a  Capt.  Prichard.  This  atiair 
happened  March  6,  1781. 

At  another  time  during  the  war,  several 
men  were  clearing  land  not  far  from  Cow 
Hill.  One  morning,  as  they  went  for  lunch 
in  their  camp,  leaving  axes  behind,  an  In- 
dian stole  down  from  the  hill— whore  also 
were  two  Tories  and  other  Indians  —  and 
counted  and  examined  the  axes,  ftn<l  fied 
back.  The  Tories  insisted  on  goij\g  down  to 
scalp  and  massacre.  "  No,"  said  the  In<linu, 
"we  no  meet  men  who  use  such  //c;  «J"''v. 
We  want  three  Indians  to  tight  one  big  white 
man.  We  no  go."  The  Torie»  yielded,  and 
they  went  away. 


At  another  clearing,  at  P.  lilanchard'H 
place,  about  dark,  one  thouglit  he  saw  an 
Indian.  The  <log  soon  began  to  bi^rk  and 
snarl.  The  cabin  fire  was  put  out,  the  dog 
seized,  his  jaws  held  together'  to  keep  him 
still,  and  the  family  fled  into  a  slashing  of 
timber,  where  they  spent  the  night  in  dark- 
ness, taking  turns  in  confining  the  dog's 
mouth  till  light,  when  they  fled  to  the  gar- 
rison. 

One  day,  at  the  farm  of  Mr.  Aaron  Bailey, 
the  hog  made  an  outcry.  Upon  looking,  it 
was  found  a  large  bear  had  laid  hold  of  the 
porker,  resolved  on  a  good  meal.  jNIrs.  B. 
seized  a  cudgel,  and  in  the  true  grit  of  those 
early  days,  dealt  out  upon  him  blow  after 
blow,  till  Bruin  gave  up  and  fled,  and  so 
she  delivered  the  hog  out  of  the  paw  of  the 
bear. 

In  the  cold  summer  of  1816,  snow  began 
to  fall  on  the  9th  of  June  and  continued  next 
day  till  it  was  several  inches  deep.  Mr. 
Joseph  Walker,  aged  82  years,  went  to  a 
distant  pasture^  to  drive  in  some  lately 
sheared  sheep,  became  bewildered  in  the 
snow-storm,  lost  his  way,  laid  out  in  the 
woods  two  nights,  and  when  found  on  the 
third  day  was  near  perishing.  His  feet  were 
badly  frozen,  rendering  amputation  of  some 
of  the  toes  necessary.  He  was  found  on 
Sunday,  and  so  general  was  the  rally  to 
search  for  him,  that  it  is  said  only  two  men 
were  present  at  church  that  day. 

In  1811,  a  malignant  fever  swept  over  the 
town — called  the  spotted  fever — particularly 
fatal  to  children.  There  were  59  deaths  that 
year,  out  of  a  population  of  1300,  of  whom 
34  were  under  ten  years  of  age.  Almost 
every  house  was  a  house  of  mourning.  From 
1800  to  1838,  the  average  mortality  was 
1G1  per  year.  From  Jan.,  1851,  to  Jan., 
1801,  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  192,  an 
average  of  191  per  year,  the  largest  annual 
mortality  being  in  1852,  when  the  deaths 
were  33.  The  erysipelas  and  scarlet  fever 
were  very  prevalent  that  year, 

Mrs.  Ruth  Watts  was  instantly  killed  by 
lightning  July  13,  1813. 

FIRST  THINGS. 
It  is  believed  the  first  trees  felled  by  white 
men  for  clearing,  were  on  the  Dea.  Elkins 
farm,  and  the  first  log  cabin  was  on  that 
farm. 

I  The  first  religious  meeting  was  at  the 
i  house  of  Mr.  :Moody  Morse,  where  Thomas 
I  Morse  now  lives,  and  at  or  near  the  same 
j  place  was  assembled  the  first  common 
I  school. 
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Jttiuos  liailey  was  the  first  town  clerk,  the 
first  town  treasurer,  and  the  first  re[)resent- 
ative  to  the  state  legislature.  The  first 
selectmen  were  James  Bailey  and  Simeon 
Walker.  The  first  justices  were  Wm.  Cham- 
berlain and  James  Bailey. 

The  first  recorded  death  of  an  adult  was 
that  of  Gen.  John  Chandler  of  Newtown,  | 
Conn.,  father  of  Hon.  John  W.  Chandler, 
iMarch  15,  179G. 

The  first  salary  pledged  by  the  town  to 
the  principal  of  the  academy,  for  the  ensu- 
ing three  years,  beginning  with  1790,  was 
$333.33.  Tuition  free  to  the  youth  of  the 
county,  and  ticenty-Jive  cents  a  quarter  for 
pupils  residing  out  of  the  county,  j 

The  first  call  to  a  minister  to  settle  in  the  j 
town  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  was  as 
follows:  "At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Mr. 
Reuben  Miner's  Barn,  July,  1791,  Voted 
to  offer  E-ev.  Israel  Chapin  one  half  of  the 
minister's  lot  and  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds 
annually,  which  sum  be  paid  in  wheat  at 
five  shillings  a  bushel,  or  neat  cattle,  rating 
six-feet  oxen  at  twelve  pounds  per  yoke." 


The  following  are  the  names  of  the  12 
persons,  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  its  organization,  April  12,  1704: 


James  Bailey, 

died  1808, 

aged  86, 

Dea.  Jonathan  Elkins, 

do 

1808, 

do 

74, 

James  Bailey,  Jr., 

do 

1828, 

do 

7  < . 

Ephraim  Foster, 

do 

1803, 

do 

72. 

Dea.  Reuben  Miner, 

do 

1829, 

do 

93, 

William  Varnum, 

do 

1814, 

do 

08. 

James  Abbott, 

do 

1815, 

do 

Mary  Bailey, 

do 

1818, 

do 

84, 

Mary  Bailey,  2d, 

do 

1844, 

do 

92. 

Mary  Walker, 

do 

1834, 

do 

74. 

Phebe  Skeele,  \ 

do 

1830, 

do 

80. 

Anna  Bailey, 

do 

» 

do 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 
Dea.  Jonathan  Elicins, 
Born  at  Hampton,  N,  H.,  1734  :  married  Eliza- 
beth of  Chester,  N.  H,,  1750.  and  in  1700 

removed  to  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  being  among  the 
first  settlers  of  that  town,  and  coming  there  in 
very  troublous  times.  From  tlicnce  in  1770 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Pcacham. 
His  was  the  first  family  to  settle  in  town,  and 
his  house  the  first  public  house  kept  in  P. 
He  was  also  the  first  deacon  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  P.,  and  wl»cn  that  ceased  to 
be,  filled  the  s;ime  office  in  the  Congregational 
Church.  More  than  any  other  man,  he  may 
be  called  the  father  of  the  town.  .\s  a  pio- 
neer, he  was  patient,  peaceful,  persevering; 
as  a  citizen,  trusty,  woi  thy  and  huiuvst  ;  us  a 
Christian,  exemplary,  kind,  quiet,  subn)issive. 


He  loved  peace,  and  to  maintain  it,  would 
make  almost  any  sacrifice.  When  the  Tories 
took  possession  of  his  dwelling,  he  yielded 
rather  than  defend  it,  as  being  in  his  circum- 
stances the  wisest  course,  and  they  left  his 
house  standing,  and  him  with  his  family  in 
it,  excepting  his  two  sons,  and  one  of  those 
returned  ihe  day  after,  and  ilie  other  in  the 
space  of  two  years.  His  idea  was,  conquer 
by  mildness,  more  than  by  figliting;  to  per- 
suade rather  than  drive,  and  beseech  rather 
than  fret  and  threaten  ;  and  by  his  gentle, 
yielding  temperament,  may  have  averted 
trouble  and  calamity  from  the  infant  settle- 
ment. He  died  Dec.  4,  1808,  aged  74  years. 
His  wife  died  in  Peacham,  March  7,  1809, 
aged  71  years. 

CoL.  Jonathan  Elkins, 
Son  of  Dea.  E.,  born  in  Haverhill,  N.  H,, 
Oct,  23,  1701,  came  with  the  family  to 
Pcacham,  and  was  taken  captive  by  Tories 
in  his  father's  house,  March  0,  1781.  He 
was  marched  away  on  foot,  in  deep  snow, 
direct  to  Canada,  first  to  Quebec,  then  carried 
to  Ireland,  then  to  England,  from  whence  by 
exchange  of  prisoners,  he  returned  to  his 
friends  the  following  year.  He  removed 
from  P.  about  1830,  to  Albion,  N,  Y.,  where 
he  died.  He  possessed  a  soldierly  element, 
was  fearless,  hardy,  able  to  endure,  met  perils 
and  dangers  with  firmness,  and  could  mingle 
in  stirring  events  with  self-possession  and 
confidence.  His  memory  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  those  who  knew  him,  as  a  citizen 
of  Peacham  in  the  stirring  times  of  its  early 
history. 

Hon,  William  Ckamiikulain, 
Born  at  Hopkinton,  Mass.,  .Vpril  27,  1753; 
removed  with  his  father  to  Lo<idon,  X.  II., 
1773;  enlisted  a  volunteer  in  the  army  1775, 
where  he  held  the  office  of  orderly  sergeant ; 
went  with  the  army  at  the  invunion  of  Canada  ; 
i  sufi:'ered  all  sorts  of  privations  while  so  doing, 
especially  in  the  retreat,  and  was  one  out  of 
the  nine  officers  and  privates  who  remained 
of  a  company  of  70  to  take  part  in  the  battle 
of  Trenton,  N.  J,,  that  sauje  year.  At  the 
expiration  of  liis  enlistment  he  returned  to 
New  Hampshire,  but  went  forth  again  at  the 
invasion  of  Burgoyne,  as  a  volunteer,  was  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  from  wlience  he  is 
said  to  have  brought  away  some  trophies  of 
personal  contest  with  his  Hessian  enemies. 
About  1780  he  removed  to  Peacham,  being 
then  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town. 
He  was  town  clerk  12  y<  :u-.  justice  of  the 
peace  24  years,  was  a  meiuber  (»f  the  con- 
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vent  ion  lov  iVaminjr  a 
town  ropre:<ent:itive  11 
congress  from  li^O^J  to  ISO.i 


state  constitntion, 
years,  member  of 
and  from  IHUU 


March  15,  1790.  lie  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town,  was  successful  in  hii 
business  transactions,  amassed  a  large  pro- 


)tiii 


lie  died 


to  1811,  and  lieutenant  jzovernor  in  181-1,  the   perty,  and  after  tilling  many  offices  of  tiu~t 

and  honor,  died  July  1">,  l^'>'),  aged  88  yeur^». 
He  was  assistant  judge  ♦»  years,  treasurer  of 
the  (jirammar  School,  and  of  the  town  of 
Peacham  o4  years,  when  both  these  offices 
were  transferred  to  his  son,  Samuel  A. 
Chandler,  Esq.,  who  held  them  till  his  death, 
Feb.  11,  183>. 


last  of  his  public  and  civil 
Sept.  'I7y  1828. 

In  private  life  Gen.  C.  was  upright,  a 
friend  of  order,  learning  and  religion.  For 
15  years  he  was  president  <d"  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Peacham  Academy  and  held  the 
same  office  for  some  years  in  the  County 
Bible  Society.  He  lived  to  see  the  wilder- 
ness become  u  cultivated  and  populous  re- 
gion, and  as  a  matter  of  far  higher  moment 
to  himself,  closed  a  long,  useful  and  event- 
ful life  on  earth  in  humble  trust  of  a  better 
life  in  heaven. 


The  Blaxchards. 
Abiel,  Peter,  Joel,  Abel.  Pieuben  and  Simon, 
six  brothers  born  in  Hollis,  N.  II.,  came  to 
Peacham  about  178U.  Strong,  stalw-art,  fear- 
less men,  well  fitted  for  the  privations  and 
hazards  of  pioneer  life,  they  have  left  a 
numerous  posterity ;  and  while  many  are 
dispersed  abroad,  Very  many  still  bear  the  i  grandchildren 


Rev.  Leonard  Worcester, 
Born  in  Hollis,  N.  H.,  Jan.  1,  17G7 :  he  Avas 
the  third  son  of  Noah  Worcester,  and  of  the 
Gth  generation  from  Rev.  William  Worcester, 
who  came  from  England  and  was  settled 
pastor  of  the  first  church  gathered  in  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  about  1640.  The  descendants 
of  William  may  be  reckoned  by  hundreds, 
if  not  thousands,  widely  scattered  over  the 
Union.  Noah  (the  father  of  Leonard »  was 
the  father  of  16  children,  and  before  be  died, 
August,  1817,  having  nearly  completed  his 
82d  year,  had  noted  the  natal  day  of  77 
In  a  record  in  his  fiimily 


name  around  the  old  homestead.  The  child-  i  bible,  Sept.,  1798,  he  says:  "I  had  eighieen 
ren  of  these  six  brothers,  as  shown  by  the  \  children  of  my  own  and  by  marriage  ai  my 
town  records,  amount  to  44.  j  table  to-day."    In  all  he  had  95  grandchild- 

ren, and  of  these  94  were  born  to  6  sons 
Ezra  Caeteu,  Esq.,  |  and  2  daughters.    Of  his  descendants.  17 

Born  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  Feb.  15,  177:1 ;  l  have  regularly  graduated  at  college,  nearly 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College.  1797;  was  i  half  of  whom  entered  tlie  ministry.  Six 
the  same  year  appointed  first  principal  of  !  others  have  been  in  the  sacred  office, 
the  academy  in  Peacham,  which  office   he  I     The  brothers  of  Leonard  who  entered  the 
held  10  years,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1811,  aged  j  mini-stry  were  Noah  W.,  D.  D..  settled  in 


38  years. 

Though  a  lawyer  by  profession,  he  devoted 
himself  principally  to  teaching.  In  that 
vocation  he  was  strict  almost  to  sternness, 
and  in  discipline  res^ned  pretty  freely  to 
arguments  that  were  more  t^lUno  and  in>pn:'>xire 
than  words.  He  had  to  cope  with  the  rude- 
ness and  independence  of  a  forming  period 
in  society,  and  determined  to  make  heaven's 
first  law  the  motto  of  his  doings.  In  the 
early  history  of  the  town  he  filled  an  ira- 


Thornton,  N.  H.,  Thomas  W.  settled  in 
Salisbury,  N.  H.,  and  Samuel  W.,  D.  D., 
settled  in  Fitchburg,  then|in  Salem,  3Iass. 

Of  the  sons  of  Noah,  two,  Samuel  and 
Thomas,  entered  the  ministry. 

Of  the  sons  of  Jesse,  Henry  Aikin  W. 
entered  the  ministry,  while  his  2d  son, 
Joseph  Emerson  W.,  LL.  D..  devoted  him- 
self to  literary  pursuits,  noted  as  the  author 
of  gazetteers,  geographies  and  dictionaries. 
Of  the  sons  of  Samuel,  Samuel  M.,  D.  D.. 


portant  and  useful  sphere  of  action,  because  i  was  successor  of  his  father  25  years  in  the 
he  had  so  much  to  ^o  with  its  moral  and  i  ministry  at  Salem. 

mental  culture,  to  give  shape  and  tone  to  I  Leonard  of  Peacham,  was  the  father  of 
methods  of  study,  application  and  industry,  i  14  children,  of  whom  Samuel  Austin,  Evarts, 
Many  of  his  surviving  pupils.  n..w  aged  men  ;  Isaac  Rcdington  and  John  Hopkins  entered 
and  women,  though  not  foi  getting  the  dis- j  the  ministry.    Four  of  his  sons  regularly 

j  graduated  at  college,  from  which  it  will  be 
I  seen  he  well  sustained  the  ancient  character 
of  his  ancestors.    He  served  an  apprcntice- 
HoN.  John  Wi.sTunop  CtfAVDLF.R,  ship,  beginning  in  his  18th  year,  in  the 

the  s.'U  of  (ivii.  Johti  (  hand- t  printing  oilice  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  Ef  j.,  in 


ciplinc,  bear  testimony  to  his  fidelity  as  a 
teacher,  and  his  worth  as  a  niiin. 


Born  in  17t'> 


ler  of  Newtown.  C(..  who  died  at  Peacham,  '  Worcester,  Mass.,  after  which  he  was 


for 


PKACHAM. 


365 


several  years  cilitoi",  printer  and  publisher 
of  the  Massachusetts  t>py.  This  occupation 
gttve  him  great  facilities  for  reading,  and 
presented  a  stimulus  for  correct  composing, 
and  he  diligently  improved  his  opportunity. 
He  learned  grammar,  not  from  grammar 
books,  but  from  a  careful  reading  of  stand- 
ard authors,  and  there  he  learned  the  power 
of  the  English  language  and  how  to  use  it. 
In  1795  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  first 
church  in  Worcester,  of  which  Samuel 
Austin,  D.  D.,  was  pastor,  and  turning  his  at- 
tention to  tiie«rudyof  theology,  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  gospel  March  1799,  at  the 
house  of  Dr.  Emmons,  Franklin,  Mass.  He 
CJime  to  Peacham  m  June  the  same  year, 
preached  a  few  sabbaths,  and  being  unani- 
mously invited  to  settle  in  the  ministry,  was 
installed  Oct.  80,  1709.  It  was  a  prosperous 
ministry  of  40  years  ;  during  that  time  571 
were  added  to  the  church.  He  succeeded 
admirably  in  uniting  the  people  in  himself, 
and  for  more  than  31  year's  of  his  pastorate, 
his  was  the  only  organized  church  and  so- 
ciety in  Peacham,  and  when  he  closed  his 
ministry,  it  was  in  point  of  nmmbers  among 
the  foremost  in  the  state.  At  that  time  one- 
fourth  of  the  population  of  the  town  were 
professing  Christians. 

The  writer  of  these  lines  never  heard  or 
saw  Mr.  W. ;  but  he  sees  among  the  people 
the  presence  of  an  influence,  which  he  trusts 
will  not  soon  pass  away.  Few  ministers 
leave  behind  them  a  more  healthy  and  abid- 
ing impression.  His  habits  of .  punctuality, 
exactness  in  the  common  dealings  of  life,  his 
conscientious  regard  for  right  and  wrong  in 
all  public  and  private  transactions,  his  indig- 
nant rebukes  when  judgment  was  perverted 
by  men  in  power,  his  kind  and  gentle  treat- 
ment of  the  serious  and  thoughtful,  both 
young  and  old.  his  style  of  preaching,  so 
free  from  effort  at  effect  and  sensation,  so 
straightforward,  so  simple,  yet  solemn  and 
earnest,  grave,  methodical,  evangelical,  these 
gave  him  power,  and  his  memory  is  blessed. 
Such  a  ministry  of  40 years  could  hardly  fail  to 
do  a  great  and  good  work  for  the  people.  The 
town,  indeed,  owes  much  to  him  for  the  order- 
ly, moral,  religious  elements  yet  existing  in 
the  habit  of  attending  public  worship,  punc- 
tuality therein,  and  a  prevalent  bias  of  feeling 
toward  evangelical  religion.  The  house  in 
which  he  so  long  lived  still  stands,  and  his 
grave  is  among  us.  A  massive  granite 
monument  marks  the  spot  —  fitting  memorial 
of  such  a  man.  In  a  sermon  prcaclicd  on 
the  occasion  of  his  dc;itli  by  llev.  1).  Merrill 
who  knew  him  well,  he  thus  speaks: 


"  His  personal  appearance  waH  tall,  com- 
nmnding,  and  of  full  proportions  in  middle 
life,  erect  to  the  last,  strong,  conjpact,  and 
capable  of  mucli  endurance,  a  fit  habitation 
for  such  a  mind.  He  never  appeared  in  the 
pulpit  without  full  written  preparation,  and 
what  he  had  written,  he  had  written.  His 
voice  was  strong,  dear,  and  sweet,  and  his 
manner  ardent  and  energetic.  Vet  with  all 
his  resolution  and  force  of  uiind.  he  was  na- 
turally bashful,  and  easily  put  to  the  blush. 
His  defects  were  such  as  bebmg  to  his  pecu- 
liar cast  of  mind  —  an  independent  .-pirit 
could  scarcely  brook  control  or  desert  a  po- 
sition once  taken  —  a  sanguine  temperament 
that  could  hardly  conceive  itself  v. rone. 
There  was  the  honest,  Ihe  Ju.if,  and  the  yure  ; 
but  too  slight  an  admixture  of  the  lovthj  and 
the  amiable.  But  these  defects  disappeared 
in  great  measure  as  he  advanced  in  life. 
May  28,  184(j,  he  finished  his  course  and  re- 
tired to  rest,  but  his  works  live  after  him, 
not  only  in  this,  the  principal  scene  of  his 
labors,  but  wherever  the  young  peojle  of 
Peacham  are  scattered.  They  will  feel  niien 
they  learn  of  his  death,  that  a  great  aaa 
has  fallen." 

Mr.  Worcester  was  town  clerk  of  Peacham 
34  years,  a  trustee  in  the  Grammar  School 
27  years,  and  president  of  the  board  10  rear*. 
1  Several  sermons  of  his  preached  on  spec.ai 
'  occasions,  were  published. 
I     He  married  for  his  first  wife.  Elizabeth, 
'  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins.  D.  D..  -A 
I  Hadley,  Mass.,  Nov.  1,  1793;  fo;-  his  second 
i  wife,  Eunice  Woodbury  of  Salem,  Ma^s,. 
Jan.  25,  1820,  who  survived  him  only  about 
3  months. 

Rev.  David  Merrill, 
The  successor  of  Mr.  Worcester,  and  son  of 
Jesse  and   Priscilla  Merrill,   was   born  at 
Peacham,  Sept.  8,  1798.    He  was  of  the 
7th  generation  from  Nathaniel  Merrill.  »bo 
!  settled  in  Ipsw'ich,  Mass.,  in   1».:;>^.  His 
i  parents  came  to  Peacham  in  March,  17S9. 
i  Their  children,  all  born  in  Peacham,- wer« 
I  10  sons  and  3  daughters.    Three  of  their 
;  sons   have   been   members   of  Dartmouth 
i  College:    James,  the  oldest,  graduate^i  in 
I  1812  S  David  in  1821. 

j  He  made  a  profession  of  religion  in  1817, 
along  with  C9  others,  who  united  with  the 
cliurch  the  same  day.  Turning  his  attention 
to  the  work  of  the  miiiistry  lie  gra<luated  at 

'  Andover,  in  1825;  was  lieeii-.- I  to  preach 
the  gospel  the  same  year,  and  the  ycur  after 
omigratotl  to  tlie  west.     Attei-  ].r.- ici:  in  -  -n 

i  various  places  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  he 
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came  in  18J7  to  Urlmna,  U. 
over  the  I're.sbvterittu  Cliuicl 


was  installed  ;  last  sicknoHs. 
in 


He  was  a  good  man,  of  un- 
hat  town,  I  teif^ned  humility  of  spirit,  Christlike,  tender, 
and  there  reniained  14  years.  Unanimtni.sly  ,  peaceable,  conscientious,  earnest  in  his  work 
invited  to  succeed  Mr.  W.  at  reacliani,  tlie  |  and  in  his  convictions,  a  man  of  prayer,  of 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  he  was  installed  !  faith  and  love,  dying  in  calm  and  joyful 
Sept.  9,  18 H.  j  hope  of  entering  the  saints'  everlasting  rest. 

Mr.  Merrill  was  the  author  of  the  popular 


temperance  tract — Ox  Sermon.  it  was 
written  and  published  in  a  village  newsi>a- 
per  in  Urbana,  in  18;I2.  Tiie  Temperance 
Society  next  published  it  in  an  extra  news- 
paper form,  issuing  more  than  2,1KM).»X)0  co- 


Rev.  Samuel  Austin  Worcesteii, 
Born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  19,  1798;  the 
I  ;>d  son  of  Leonard  W.,  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
j  versity  of  Vermont,  1819,  and  at  Andover, 
!  1823  ;  went  as  a  missionary  to  the  Cherokee 


pies.  Next  it  was  adopted  as  a  permanent  '  Indians  in  1825 ;  was  stationed  at  Brainard, 
tract  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  who  !  East  Tennessee,  till  1827,  then  removed  to 
printed  more  than  2UO.00O  copies.  In  this  !  Georgia.  In  Sept.,  1831,  was  imprisoned  in 
way  it  has  had  an  immenj-e  circulation,  and  i  the  Georgia  Penitentiary  for  refusing  to 
no  doubt  done  great,  good.  That  sermon  '  comply  with  unjust  state  requirements, 
reveals  the  cast  of  his  mind,  as  original,  '  bearing  on  the  Indians  within  its  borders, 
shrewd,  logical,  sagacious.  One  wJio  knew  i  where  he  continued  till  Jan.  14,  1833  —  IG 
what  he  was  going  to  say.  and  having  yaid,  i  months,  when  he  was  released  and  returned 
knew  when  to  stop.  Having  taken  his  posi-  |  to  his  former  place  of  labor.  After  various 
tion,  he  was  not  easily  driven  therefrom,  j  removals,  he  finally  went  with  the  tribe  to 
He  respected   human  authorities,  but   his  !  the  Indian  Territory,  and  died  at  Park  Hill, 


convictions  were  superior  to  authorities,  the 
Bible  being  his  great  guide  in  policy  and 
theology.  As  a  preacher,  earnest,  sincere, 
awakening,  he  made  a  most  faithful  applica- 
tion of  truth  to  the  hearts  and  consciences 
of  his  hearers.  Dying  in  "  manhood  s  mid- 
dle day,"  he  still  lives,  and  will  long  live  in 
the  hearts  of  many,  both  cast  and  west.  He 
died  of  erysipelas,  after  a  short  and  distress- 
ing sickness  of  four  days,  July  22,  1800,  aged 
61  years. 

A  volume  of  his  sermons,  compiled  b^' 
Thomas  Scott   Pearson,  was  publi.><hed  in 
1855,  to  which  is  prefixed  a  short  biographi-  |  year,    and   resided   in   Hanover,  pursuing 
cal  memoir.    It  is  a  fact  of  interest  that  the  i  theological  studies  till  1836,  when  he  was 


April  20,  1858.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
wisdom,  firmness,  courage,  consistency  and 
devotedness,  eminently  fitted  for  the  post  he 
held  among  the  Indians  in  the  turbulent 
scenes  through  which  he  passed,  occasioned 
by  the  forcible  removal  of  the  Indians  from 
the  state  of  Georgia. 

Rev.  Evarts  "Worcester, 
Fourth  son  of  Leonard,  was  born  at  Peacham 
March  24,  1807;  graduated  at  Dartmouth, 
in  1830,  was  principal  of  Peacham  Academy, 
one  year,  a  tutor  in  Dartmouth  College  one 


last  sermon  in  the  volume,  from  the  text 
"What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou 
shalt  know  hereafter,"  was  never  preaclied. 
He  left  a  widow  and  10  children,  of  whom 
all  but  one  are  living  at  this  writing. 


Rev.  Ora  Pearson, 
Born  in  Chittenden,  Oct.  G,  17''7,  graduated 
at  Middlebury  College  in  I82t».  and  at  An- 
dover Theological  Seminary  in  lh24.  In 
182G  was  settled  as  pastor  at  Kinirston,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  remained  '•even  years, 
after  which  he  labored  3A  years  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  Canada  East,  and  next  settled  j  Auburndale,  Mass 
over  the  churches  of  Glover  and  Barton, 
where  he  remained  G  years.  Tiic  last  G 
years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  reacliam,  where 


ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Littleton,  N.  II.,  where  he  died  the  same 
year.  Oct.  21.  He  was  a  distinguished 
scholar,  and  had  he  lived  would  unquestion- 
ably have  attained  a  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Rev.  Isaac  R.  Worcester, 
Fifth  son  of  Leonard,  was  born  at  Peacham, 
Oct.  30,  1808.  received  a  medical  degree  at 
Dartmouth  in  1831  ;  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Littleton,  N.  11., 
LS37 ;  dismissed  1842;  now  an  assistant 
secretary  of  the  American  Board,  and  resides 


Rev.  Joun  II.  Worcester, 
Sixth  son  of  Leonard,  born  at  Peacham,  May 


he  died  July  5,  1858,  aged  f.O  years,  liereft  I  28,  1812;  graduated  at  Dartmouth,  1833; 
of  his  eye^^ight,  at  about  50  years  of  age  he  ;  tutor  at  Dartmouth  one  year,  ordained  over 
ceased  to  act  as  pastor,  though  continuing  Cuii^riogati|>nal  Church  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
to  preach  as  oj)[n)rtunity  presented  till  his  i  I8:;'.t  ;  dismissed  in  181G  ;  installed  at  Bur- 
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L(iu:i/<:rs. — Thaildeus  Stevens,  John  C. 
Blanchard,  Nathaniel  Blanchard,  William 
C.  Carter,  George  U.  ("hamller,  S.  A.  Chand- 
ler, 0.  P.  Chandler,  W  illiam  Mattocks,  James 
Merrill,  David  Gould,  A.  A.  Kix,  James 
Stuart,  John  A.  Giltillan. 

In    other    callings. — Leonard  Worcester, 
Enoch  Blanchard  Ist,  Knoch  Blanchard  2d, 
Mellen  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlain, 
teerity,  energy  and  firmness  of  character,  i  Ceorge  Mattock.,  Mose.s  Hall,  William  Var- 
e  diei  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  Sept.  4,  18ol,   num,  WiUard  Thayer,  William  Bradlee,  Wd- 
,  liam  W.  Moore,  Ephraim  hlkina,  Lyman  S 

aged  (0  years.  *^ 


lington,  1847  ;  dismissed  Oct.  11,  1854;  now 
rcaides  at  Burlington. 

Josi.\H  Shedd,  M.  D., 
Born  at  Rindge,  N.  II.,  1781.  He  received 
a  medical  diploma  at  Dartmouth  College. 
Spent  nearly  all  his  professional  life  in  this 
town;  was  regarded  as  a  skillful  practi- 
tioner, a  successful  financier,  a  man  of  in- 


HoN.  Thaddeus  Stevens. 
He  fitted  for  college  in  our  Grammar 
School,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College, 
A.  D.  1815;  for  a  time  pursued  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  John  Mattocks,  Esq.,  of 
this  town*;  and  this  town,  more  than  any 
other  place,  was  his  early  home.  Here  lived 
the  family,  and  the  graves  of  his  parents 
are  among  us.    From  Peacham  be  went  to 

Pa. 


Watts.    Total,  35. 

Public  Life  and  Chabacteb  of  Governor 
Mattocks, 
by  kev.  t.  goodwillie  of  daunet. 
Editor  of  the  Vermont  Hist.  Magazine: 

You  write  to  obtain  information  of  the 
public  life  and  character  of  Gov.  Mattocks, 
from  one  who  was  acquainted  with  him.  It 
is  true  I  was  long  acquainted  with  him,  but 
not  intimately,  till  the  last  years  of  his  life.' 


Gettysburg,  Pa.,  thence  to  Lancaster, 
He  is  at  this  time  a  member  of  congress  |  I  send  you  the  following  sketch  drawn  from 
(1861)   and  for  several  preceding  sessions  i  personal  knowledge  and  other  sources : 

Jrved  his  country  in  that  position.    He      Hon.  John  Mattocks  was  born  at  Hartford 


has  served  his  country  in  tliat  po 
has  just  been  reelected  by  a  large  majority 
to  the  next  congress. 

Hon.  John  C.  Blanchard, 
Was  born  in  Peacham,  1787,  and  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  in  1812.     After  graduating 

he  taught  in  York,  Pa.,  two  years,  reading  .         ,  ,  h- 

.  TT  .  •  .     wT?       vears  of  ao^e,  he  oponod  an  onicc 

law  at  the  same  time.    He  then  went  into  j  ^^as  -i  years  oi  a^e,  uc  i 

practice  at  Bellefont,  Pa.  Was  elected  to 
congress  fli  1844,  and  took  his  seat  in  1845. 
He  died  in  1849  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  while 
on  his  way  home  from  Washington. 


Mellen  and  William  Chamberlain, 
Sons  of  Hon.  William  Chamberlain.  Mellen, 
born  June  17,  1795,  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
in  1816;  was  in  the  practice  of  law  some 
years  in  the  state  of  Maine,  and  while  mak- 
ing the  tour  of  Europe,  drowned  in  the  river 
Danube,  May  14,  1840.  His  grave  is  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  province  of  Servia, 
empire  of  Austria. 

William,  born  May  24,  1797;  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  in  1818;  in  1820  was  elected 
professor  of  languages  in  his  alma,  mater,  and 
80  continued  till  his  death,  July  11,  1830. 


The  following  inhabitants  of  Peacham  are 
graduates  of  college : 

Clergymen. — Samuel  A.  Worcester,  Evarts 
Worcester,  John  H.  Worcester,  David  Merrill, 
Horace  Horrick,  Ephraim  W.  Cl.uk,  John 
Mattocks,  William  Walker.  Klnathan  Strong. 


Conn.,  March  4,  1777.  His  father,  who  was 
treasurer  of  the  state  of  Vermont  from  1786 
to  1801,  came  with  his  family  about  the  year 
1778  or  1779,  and  settled  in  Tinmouth,  Rut- 
land county,  Vt.  His  youngest  son  became 
the  fourteenth  governor  of  Vermont.  Hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  practice  law  before  he 

n 

'  Danville,  Caledonia  county,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1797,  but 
the  next  year  removed  to  Peachiun  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 
In  a  few  years  he  became  a  celebrated  law- 
yer, and  ultimately  a  very  popular  man,  be- 
ing elected  to  every  office  for  which  he  was 
a  candidate.  He  was  one  of  the  great  men  of 
Caledonia  county,  indeed  he  was  one  of  the 
eminent  men  of  the  state  of  Vermont.  He 
practised  law  about  50  years  the  most  of 
the  time  in  the  courts  of  four  counties.  He 
has  often  been  engaged  in  every  jury  trial 
at  a  whole  session  at  the  county  court,  and 
won  every  case.    He  represented  Peacham 
in  the  legislature  of  Vermont  in  1S()7,  and 
again  in  1815  and  1810,  and  also  in  and 
1824;  and  was  a  member  of  the  constitu- 
tional convention  of  1835,  when  the  measure 
for  a  state  senate  was  addptcd.  and  which 
he  advocated.     During  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  he  was  hrigadier-genoral  of 
militia  in  this  part  of  the  state.    He  was 
judge  of  the  supreme  ourt  of  the  state  in 
IMoJand  iy;>4,  but  declined  a  retlection  ou 
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account  of  domestic  afflictions.  He  was  a 
representative  in  congre?:*  from  Vermont  in 
18J1-182;J,  and  184l-lH4;i,  and 

was  governor  of  Vermont  in  l<S-i:J-4.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  good  judges  that  in  many  re- 
spects he  resembled  the  celebrated  lawyer. 
Jeremiah  Mason  of  New  Hampshire. 

He  did  not  receive  a  liberal  education,  l)ut 
was  a  self-educated  man.  "  My  brother,  " 
said  he,  "rode  through  college  to  the  law, 
but  I  came  up  afoot."  He  possessed  in  an 
uncommon  degree  "the  sanguine  tempera- 
mejat,"  as  piivsiologists  call  it,  being  dis- 
tinctly characterized  by  vigor,  vivacity  and 
activity  of  mind,  a  ready  and  retentive  me- 
mory, lively  feelings  and  a  humorous  disposi- 
tion. Indeed  so  strong  and  active  were  his 
mind  and  memory,  that  a  book  which  a  good 
lawyer  would  take  a  number  of  days  to 
master  thoroughly  for  practical  purposes,  he 
could  devour  and  digest  in  a  day,  storing 
its  contents  away  in  his  capacious  memory 
^feady  for  future  use.  His  wonderful  talent 
of  appropriating  the  contents  of  books  ena- 
bled him,  though  altogether  a  practical  man, 
to  obtain  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  standard 
English,  and  the  current  literature  of  the 
day,  as  well  as  a  considerable  acquaintance 
with  history.  His  style,  as  may  be  seen  in 
his  reported  judicial  opinions,  was  direct 
and  forcible,  using  few  words  to  convey  his 
thoughts.  His  concentration  of  mind  and 
power  of  analysis  and  illustration  were  so 
great  that  he  had  an  admiraVde  faculty  of 
presenting  facts  and  points  in  a  clear  and 
convincing  manner,  and  his  address  had  a 
peculiar  aptitude  to  the  case  under  consi- 
deration. 

In  stature  he  was  about  o  feet  10  inches 
high,  with  a  large  robust  frame  inclined  to 
corpulency,  but  with  a  very  healthy  appear- 
ance. Active,  energetic,  industrious  and 
prompt,  he  did  much  work,  which  was  well 
done  and  done  in  due  season.  He  had  a 
superior  way  of  examining  witnesso«».  but  his 
great  and  universally  acknowledged  power 
as  a  lawyer  was  adrocacif  bp  fore  ajurtj.  Here 
he  stood  unrivaled  among  great  lawyers. 
His  success  was  almost  certain,  especially 
when  he  had  the  closing  argument.  His 
power  as  an  advocate  was  not  owing  to  his 
eloquence  as  an  orator.  It  did  not  consist 
in  long  and  loud  speaking.  He  had  not  a 
copious  flow  of  fine  words  *'  like  flaxseed 
running  out  of  a  bag  "  to  use  one  of  his  own 
comparisons  with  respect  to  flowery  pleading 
and  preaching.  He  ciapl'>yed  n(»  rhetorical 
flourishes  or  f;uwil'ul  '•kctclic^  to  f.i-^cinato 
the  jury.     But  in  a  familiar  and  collo(iuial 


manner  he  talked  (he  whole  matter  over  with 
them  and  he  talked  his  side  of  the  case  into  them. 
In  a  manner  really  ingenious  and  artful,  but 
apparently  frank,  fair,  and  artless,  he  con- 
vinced them  that  his  client  was  in  the  right 
and  ought  to  gain  the  case.  He  seized  U{)on 
tlie  strong  points  of  his  case  with  consummate 
skill  and  ability  and  urged  hi.-i  natural  and 
simple  logic  with  such  power  and  perspicuity 
that  any  man  of  common  sense  could  easily 
comprehend  the  case.  He  excelled  also  in 
making  the  most  out  of  a  series  of  circum- 
stances, not  always  harmonious,  and  was  long 
celebrated  for  his  skill  and  tact  in  managing 
criminal  cases.  His  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture, which  was  deep  and  extensive,  he  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  his  profession.  As  a 
book  lawyer  he  was  not  so  remarkable,  for 
although  he  had  such  an  acquaintance  with 
the  books  as  readily  to  find  what  he  wanted, 
yet  his  mind  was  too  active  and  impulsive  to 
plod  patiently  among  authorities.  So  acute 
and  rapid  were  his  mental  operations  that  he 
grasped  a  knotty  point  instantly,  as  if  by  in- 
tuition, and  solved  the  legal  problem  in  some 
quick  mysterious  manner  quite  incomprehen- 
sible to  ordinary  minds.  As  a  judge  he  was 
cautious  and  upright,  desiring  to  do  justice  to 
all.  His  reported  dissenting  opinion  given  in 
the  Supreme  Court  with  respect  to  the  Christ- 
ian sabbath  agrees  with  the  word  of  God  and 
the  laws  of  the  state.  His  views  on  this  im- 
portant subject  were  sound  and  Christian. 
He  had  warm  sympathies  for  his  fellow-men, 
and  could  not  have  been  an  oppressor,  a  per- 
secutor, or  an  inquisitor,  had  he  liyed  in  the 
dark  ages  when  oppression  and  superstition 
prevailed.  Ever  ready  to  relieve  the  poor, 
his  charities  were  like  numerous  rivulets 
which  w  ater  a  wide  space.  When  a  member 
of  congress  and  governor  of  the  state  he  took 
an  early  and  decided  stand  against  human 
bondage.  In  a  speech  he  made  in  congress 
when  he  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  he 
said,  / present  this  petition  because  I  believe 
in  mi/  soul,  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought  to  be 
'/ranted,  so  as  to  free  this  land  of  libertij  from 
the  national  and  damning  sin  of  slavenj  in  this 
our  own  hailiicirk,  the  District  of  Columbia.'^ 

As  he  was  intelligent  and  social,  his  con- 
versation was  interesting  and  instructive. 
He  was  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a 
keen  and  ready  wit.  The  lightning-like  ope- 
rations of  his  mind  and  his  prompt  memory, 
always  gave  him  ready  comnumd  of  all  his 
resources,  which  were  numerous  and  diver- 
<^iHo<l.  Ilis  wit  consisted  in  comViinations  of 
these  materials  adapted  to  the  subject  and 
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occasion.    His  witty  sayings  were 
vory  pungent,  but  in  general  they  were  harm- 
less' pleasantries.    His  fund  of  anecdotes  was 
inexhaustible,  and  both  in  public  and  pri- 
vate, ho  illustrated  the  subject  with  pertinent 
anecdotes  well  told  in  few  words.     His  con- 
versation was  sprightly,  and  he  enjoyed  a 
hearty  laugh.    He  was  fond  of  joking,  even 
vrith  strangers.    One  evening  at  the  place  of 
his  residence,  he  heard  an  agent  of  the  Co- 
lonization Society  represent  its  claims  in  a 
manner  so  forcible  that  he  thought  him  a 
good  beggar  in  a  good  cause.   The  next  morn- 
ing the  agent  called  upon  the  governor  and 
in  a  general  conversation,  asked  him  ''what 
is  the  chief  business  in  this  place  at  pre- 
sent?"   ''Begging:'  quickly  replied  the  go- 
vernor, *'isno?f  the  chief  business,"  at  the 
same  time  slily  slipping  some  gold  into  the 
agent's  hand,  for  which  he  thanked  him. 
"Not  at  all,"  said  the  governor,  "/  thank 
you,  sir."    ""Why  thank  me?"  asked  the 
agent.    "Because,"  answered  the  governor, 
"yoM  let  me  off  so  easy:'    In  a  tight  pinch  he 
was  very  adroit  in  devising  ingenious  and 
prompt  expedients  for  effectiial  deliverance 
from  difficulty.    He  wrote  such  a  hasty  and 
imperfect  hand,  that  sometimes  he  could  not 
read  it  himself,  but  which,  his  brother,  a 
lawyer    in   the   country,    could  decipher. 
Going  to  trial  before  the  County  Court  on 
one  occasion  he  had  such  difficulty  to  read 
the  writ,  though  written  with  his  own  hand, 
that  the  judge  questioned  the  correctness  of 
his  reading,  when  he-instantly  gave  it  to  his 
brother,  saying,  '-You  are  college  learned, 
read  that  writ."    At  one  time  when  return- 
ing from  the  court  at  Guildhall,  h.e  lodged  on 
Saturday  night  in  the  town  of  AV.,  then  a 
new  settlement,  where  they  had  no  public  wor- 
ship.   The  next  day  he  went  home  through 
Barnet,  intending  to  worship  with  the  Pres- 
byterians in  that  town  (  whose  religious  prin- 
ciples and  practices  he  esteemed  so  highly 
as  to  refer  to  them  with  approbation  in  a  re- 
ported opinion  he  gave  from  the  bench  of 
the  Supreme  Court),  and  to  hear  their  vene- 
rable minister.  Rev.  David  Goodwillie,  whom 
he  held  in  high  estimation,  preach.  The 
next  morning  the  sheriff  from  Barnet  arrested 
him  at  his  residence  in  Peacham  and  took  j 
him  to  Barnet,  to  be  tried  upon  a  charge  of 
violating  the  law  of  the  state  by  traveling  | 
on  the  sabbath  in  prosecution  of  his  secular 


sanctity  of  the  sabbath.    Having  produced 
his  testimony,  ho  freely  admitted  that  he 
went  home  from  c<nvrt  on  the  sabbath,  but  in 
his  defence  he  said,  "  The  court  at  Guildhall 
sat  so  late  on  Saturday  1  had  not  time  to  go 
home  that  evening.    The  next   morning  I 
found  that  there  was  no  public  worship  in 
the  town  of  W.,  where  I  lodged  on  Saturday 
night.    It  being  my  custom  to  attend  church 
on  sabbath,  I   came  to  Barnet  to  worship 
with  the  Presbyterians  whom  I  know  to  be 
sound  in  tiie  faith  and  right  in  practice,  and 
to  hear  their  intelligent  and  pious  pastor 
preach.    But  I  was  disappointed,  for  when  I 
came  to  their  church  door  I  found  that  their 
worthy  minister  was  otiiciating  out  of  town 
that  day.    I  was  then  half  way  home,  and 
instead  of  returning  to  the  place  whence  I 
came  that  morning,  I  went  home,  knowing 
my  residence  was  in  a  better  place  than  the 
icicked  town  of  W,  where  thei  e  is  no  church, 
no  clergyman,  no  public  worship,  no  sabbath 
and  no  religion:''    The  court  having  heard  his 
witnesses   and    defence^  immediately  with- 
drew the  action  and  discharged  him  from 
arrest.    He  then  generously  entertained  the 
court  and  company  at  his  own  expense. 

About  the  time  he  became  governor  of  the 
state,  I  was  sent  to  him  by  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Caledonia  County  Academy  to 
procure  from  him  a  piece  of  his  land  to  cum- 
plete  the  site  for  the  new  acadoniy.  When 
shown  what  was  wanted,  he  instantly  gave 
it  as  a  donation  to  the  academy,  ahhoug'tiihe 
land  was  a  part  of  his  mansion  garden. 
After  returning  to  his  house,  wo  engaged  f  -r 
some  time  in  relating  anecdotes,  respecting 
the  folly  and  wickedness  of  dueling,  as  a 
member  of  congress  had  been  lately  mur- 
dered in  a  duel.    About  to  depart  I  related 
an  anecdote,  which  convulsed  the  governor 
with  laughter.    I  bid  him  farewell  and  left 
him  still  laughing  heartily,  but  the  next  time 
I  saw  him,  which  was  not  long  afterwards, 
oh  how  sadly  changed!    The  .-hocking  death 
of  his  youngest  son,  a  college  graduate,  then 
at  home,  produced  lamentable  <."riecis  upon 
his  mind  and  body,  which  lasted  as  long  us 
he  lived,  although  he  recovered  fnuu  them  in 
a  good  degree.    But  there  is  n-ason  to  believe 
that  a  gracious  Providence  overruled  this 
heart-rending  event  for  his  spiritual  interest 
and  eternal  welfare.    At  the  grave  of  the 
deceased,  he  said  to  the  multitude  that 


affairs.  Arraigned  before  a  sage  Scotch 
Presbyterian  justice,  he  called  for  a  jury,  and 
by  exercising  his  right  of  challenge,  he  got 
a  number  of  Trosby terians  on  the  jury, 
knowing  they  were  strict  observers  of  the 


at- 
tended the  funeral,  ''With  the  inan^'led  bo.ly 
of  my  son,  I  bury  my  ambition  and  love  of 
the  world,  and  God  grant  that  they  may 
never  revive."  llegreiting  the  errors  aiul 
delinquencies  of  his  past  life,  he  settled  his 
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worldly  affiiirs,  made  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, decline<l  a  re-election  to  the  office  of 
governor  of  the  state,  and  joined  the  Con- 
greiratumal  ('hiirch  of  Toachanj,  of  which 
he  continued  a  meinher  till  deiith.    His  creed 
was  Calvinistic.   embracing  the  fjreat  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel.    He  always  preferred 
such   sermons    as    were    deeply  doctrinal 
and    practical.    Through   life    he  refrain-  t 
ed  from    secular   affairs   on  the    sabljath,  | 
and  it  was  his  constant  practice  to  attend  ; 
church  on  that  holy  day.    He  was  never  rude  i 
nor  insolent,  but  courteous  to  all.    He  was  > 
particularly  spoken  of,  and  is  gratefully  re-  j 
membered  by  many,  for  the  assistance  and  j 
encouragement  he  almost  uniformly  gave  to  i 
young  men,  and  markedly  so  to  those  of  his  i 
own  profession.    He  always   acte<l   in  an  \ 
honorable  manner  towards  his  fellow  law-  j 
yers  and  judges,  and  his  clients  were  his  firm  j 
friends.    His   great  success   as  a   lawyer,  ! 
though  his  charges  not  were  exorbitant,  laid  | 
the  foundation  of  an  ample  fortune.    Re-  | 
sides  the  donations  bestowed  on  his  children  j 
after  he  gave  them  a  liberal  education,  his  I 
property  at  death  was  valued  at  S80,0(X).  \ 
He  died  August  14,  1847,  aged  70  years. 
His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  great  concourse 
of  people  from  different  and  distant  parts. 
Three  sons  survived  him — one  of  whom  be- 
came a  clergyman,  another  a  physician,  and 
a  third  a  lawyer. 

Thomas  Scott  Pearson, 
by  mrs.  l.  h.  kendall. 

Son  of  Rev.  Ora  and  M.  K.  Pearson,  was 
born  at  Kingston,  N.  H.,  Sept.  14,  18J8.  His 
religious  birth  dates  about  the  age  of  seven- 
teen. He  entered  Middlebury  College  in 
1847,  and  was  graduated  in  1851 ;  for  the 
year  subsequent  was  principal  of  Addison 
County  Grammar  School,  at  Middlebury,  and 
librarian  of  the  College. 

In  1852,  he  became  principal  of  Caledonia 
County  Grammar  School,  I'eaoham.  which 
position  he  filled  with  great  acceptance 
until  compelled  by  ill  health  to  resign  in 
the  spring  of  185.').  The  summer  of  1}^55  was 
passed  under  medical  care,  and  in  iravoling 
for  his  health;  the  autumn  and  winter  of  the 
same  year,  in  part,  in  completing  a  citalugui" 
of  the  library  of  :\liddlebury  Collrgo.  In 
the  spring  of  185H,  he  became  coniUH-tcd.  im 
teacher,  with  Kimball  Union  .\oMd<Miiy,  at 
Meriden,  N.  H. :  a  post,  however,  lie  was 
soon  obliged,  in  consei|Uctu'e  of  increasing 
feebleness,  to  reliuiiuish.  hi  August,  he  left 
his  home  in  Peiurlnun  to  try  fin'  <>tf<M't  of  tlu> 
western  climate  upon  his  still  failing  health; 


but  death  had  i)laced  his  seal  upon  him.  He 
died  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Nov.  10,  185(;, 

To  a  stranger,  this  is  but  a  short  and 
common-place  story ;  to  those  who  knew 
.Mr.  Pearson,  a  brief  outline  of  an  earnest, 
well-spent  life. 

As  "  the  boy  is  father  of  the  man,"  so 
there  early  appeared  in  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  those  traits  of  character  which  enno- 
bled niaturer  years.  Orderly,  conscientious, 
truthful,  eminently  persevering,  obtaining  a 
ready  mastery  of  the  rudiments  of  know- 
ledge, and  exhibiting  withal  a  marked  predi- 
lection for  the  gathering  up  and  classification 
of  facts,  he  became  early  distinguished  as  a 
reliable,  intelligent  boy,  and  in  later  years 
as  the  devoted  son  and  brother,  the  faithful 
friend,  the  trusted  pupil,  the  indefatigable 
teacher,  the  upright  citizen,  and  the  consis- 
tent Christian.  As  a  Christian,  he  was  always 
in  his  place.  His  seat  in  the  prayer-meeting 
was  seldom  vacant,  nor  his  voice  silent  there ; 
as  a  sabbath  school  teacher  and  superin- 
tendent, it  is  believed  he  accomplished  much 
good. 

Although  gifted  with  unusual  conversa- 
tional powers,  having  rare  fluency  of  utter- 
ance, an  inexhaustible  fund  of  anecdote,  and 
a  keen  perception  of  the  ludicrous,  he  rarely, 
if  ever,  indulged  in  unseemly  mirth,  or  uttered 
a  word  inconsistent  with  his  profession  as  a 
Christian.    In  religion,  as  in  every  thing 
else,  he  was  in  earnest,  doing  with  his  might 
whatsoever  his  hand  found  to  do.    His  early 
fondness  for  collecting   facts,  alluded  to, 
strengthened  with  his  years.    He  was  always 
on  the  alert  for  items  of  value,  for  all  which 
he  had  a  place  and  a  use.    "While  maintai'n- 
!  ing  a  high  rank  as  a  scholar,  and  defraying 
j  most  of  his  college  expenses  by  teaching,  he 
I  made  this  remarkable  talent  effective  in  the 
i  preparation  of  several  important  works,  viz., 
j  the  triennial  catalogues  of  Middlebury  Col- 
i  lege,  which  he  greatly  improved ;  an  elabo- 
I  rate  catalogue  of  the  college  library:  the 
i  biographical  catalogue  of  the  graduates  of 
;  Middlebury  College,  believed  to  be  the  most 
\  thorough  and  complete  work  of  the  kind 
I  ever  published  in  this  country;  obituary 
■  notices  of  deceased  members  of  the  alumni; 
the  literary  remains  and  memoir  of  Rev. 
David  Merrill.    And  in  addition  to  these,  a 
large  amount  of  unpublished  material,  which, 
had  he  lived,  might  have  been  wrought  into 
!  works  of  value.    The  remarkable  manner  in 
j  which  all  thi)*  was  accomplished,  clearly  in- 
'  dieateil  the  work  for  which  he  was  peculiarly 
atlnptod.     Hi-^  talent  was  becoming  widt'ly 
i  known  and  appreciated.     He  was  elected 
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resilient  member  of  the  N.  E.  Historic-Gene- 
ult.giciil  Society,  and  hlii  death  was  noticed 
hy  this  and  several  other  societies. 

But  there  was  another,  a  moral  trait,  as 
beautiful  as  rare,  deserving  of  especial  men- 
tion ;  it  was  filial  piety.  Loss  of  eyesight 
and  impaired  health  had  rendered  his  father 
unable  to  labor  for  the  support  of  the  family 
as  in  former  years,  and  so  this  noldc  son 
assumed  and  fully  met  the  heavy  responsi- 
bility. 

Reluctant  to  lose  even  a  day,  he  had 
resumed  his  duties  as  teacher,  after  an 
attack  of  illness,  before  health  had  become 
fully  established.  Reduced  as  he  was  previ- 
ously by  unremitting  toil,  it  was  too  much 
for  him;  and  his  system  gave  way  and  con- 
sumption began  its  insidious  work.  While 
it  was  evident  he  was  gradually  loosening 
his  hold  on  earthly  things,  still  there  was  so 
much  work  to  be  done,  he  would  make  one' 
effort  more  for  health  and  life.  Counseled 
by  physicians,  he  decided  to  try  the  west. 
He  arranges  his  study,*  sacred  to  him  by 
many  hallowed  associations,  gives  a  parting 
glance  at  his  varied  treasures  gathered  there. 
One  more  prayer  and  he  turns  the  key  upon 
the  place  dearest  to  him  on  earth.  "NVith  a 
full  heart  but  chastened  spirit,  and  a  calm, 
manly  bearing,  he  gives  to  each  member  of 
the  household  a  tender,  aflfectionate  farewell 
and  goes  forth  from  his  home  forever.  A  few 
weeks  of  weary,  fruitless  wandering  among 
strangers,  were  terminated  by  distressing 
sickness  and  death.  It  was  a  mysterious 
providence  that  led  him  from  home  only  to 
suffer  and  to  die,  away  from  the  utfectionate 
ministrations  of  his  kindred.  This  it  was, 
doubtless,  that  in  his  delirium  caused  him 
to  utter  in  vain  the  bitter  cry,  *'  My  mother  ! 
take  me  to  my  mother!"  It  was,  perhaps, 
the  last  needful  refining  process  with  which 
God  often  visits  his  children,  just  before  he 
takes  them  to  himself. 

Neighbors  and  friends  in  Peachain,  to 
whom  he  had  become  greatly  endeared, 
rested  not  until  his  remains  were  brought 
from  their  grave  in  the  distant  prairie  to 
rest  on  the  sunny  slope  of  one  of  their  own 
green  hills.  The  marble  that  marks  the 
spot  bears  the  fitting  sentence,  "Not  sloth- 
ful in  business;  fervent  in  spirit;  serving 
the  Lord." 

•  This  room  Is  kept  as  he  left  It— larRo  nroumulutidns 
of  ncw8pap«'r  files,  bcH)k;',  ninnuscript.'*.  ns  hi*  own  IihjkJs 
arraiiK<?<l,  l"  collating  Adili-on  c<nint>-  ur  U»'  *rt:fll>n; 
hl3bio.i;raphioal<atHl.->;uoof  th.-wlUu.!  hiulh-.  n  afnyorit.; 
text  b.jok.  Wo  sto<>-t  :is  iii  our  iL-ad  iini-t.  r'.s  mun— ii 
larK*".  *fll-fiilf,l.  niifi.iiiHriim  trr.i'^iir.'-r.-iMi -.luriii-  :i 
day  spt'iit  with  thb  interi.-.>tinK  family,  iu  tlic  iuuiuuT 
of  1800.- £ii. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  REV. 
MR.  WORCESTER, 

Requesting  Mr.  Merrill  to  prepare  a  Sermon  to 
be  Preached  on  the  occasion  of  his  Death. 

St.  Johnsbury,  Jan.  3,  1844. 
It  has  long  seemed  to  me  that,  in  obituary 
notices  of  Christians  and  Christian  ministers, 
in  funeral  sermons  and  in  Christian  biogra- 
phies, there  is,  much  too  commonly,  some- 
thing like  high  wrought  panegyric  —  some- 
thing which  approaches  very  near,  and  some- 
times quite  reaches  to  gross  adulation  —  to 
me,  things  of  this  nature  are  always  un- 
pleasant—  I  had  almost  said  disgusting.  In 
relation  to  myself,  I  am  sure  any  thing  of 
this  sort  would  be  utterly  out  of  place;  and 
it  is  my  earnest  desire  that,  by  every  one 
who  may  have  occasion  to  say  anything  con- 
cerning me,  after  my  decease,  it  may  be 
most  carefully  avoided.  Living  and  dying, 
my  prayer  must  be,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me 
a  sinner."  And  though  I  would  not  dictate 
as  to  the  text  for  a  sermon  at  my  funeral,  I 
do  not  think  of  one  better  adapted  to  the 
occasion  than  this  prayer  of  the  publican,  or 
the  declaration  of  Paul  to  Timothy,  which 
has  been  a  favorite  text  in  my  preaching, 
"  It  is  a  faithful,  saying  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners."  I  think  that  neither 
of  these  texts  could  legitimately  suggest  any 
inflated  eulogy  in  speaking  of  a  poor  un- 
worthy sinner. 

A  word  or  two  now  in  relation  to  my  de- 
sire that  my  remains  may  be  laid  iu  the 
grave  in  Peacham.  When  I  was  sick  at 
Littleton,  a  respected  and  beloved  brother 
of  our  church  made  me  a  visit:  and  having 
understood  that  I  had  expressed  such  a  de- 
sire, in  allusion  to  it,  remarked  that  he  had 
felt  that  it  would  be  of  no  conse(|uence 
where  he  should  be  buried :  intending  I  sup- 
pose to  intimate  that  he  thought  my  desire 
to  be,  to  say  the  least,  a  childish  one.  His 
remark  however,  produced  no  change  in  my 
feelings.  And  when  1  find  in  my  Rible,  that 
good  old  Jacob  exacted  an  oath  of  his  son 
Joseph,  that  he  would  bury  him  in  the  cave 
of  Machpelah  with  his  venerable  grand- 
parents and  parents,  and  one  of  his  deceased 
wives,  which  was  done  at  no  little  e\[>eiise: 
and  that  Joseph  himself  also  exacted  an 
oath  of  the  children  of  Israel,  that  tliey 
should  take  his  bones  with  tlieni  when  tiiey 
should  return  to  Canaan,  that  they  might  bo 
hnricd  in  the  l;ind  of  pn.nii'^e.  1  cuii  tint  hut 
ho}>e  it  need  not  be  thought  either  unrea- 
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sonable,  or  very  strange,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  tlio  case,  that  I  should  desire 
that  my  poor  reraaiiis  may  be  interred  in 
Peacham,  in  preference  to  any  other  place. 
There  for  almost  forty  years  of  my  life  I 
found  a  pleasant  home,  and  in  my  poor  way  j 
performed  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  en- 1 
deavoring  "to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  I 
of  God."    There,  too,  I  was  made  the  hum-  ' 
ble  instrument  of  gathering  a  goodly  num-  j 
ber  into  the  visible  fold  of  the  Good  Shep-  | 
herd,    no   ^mall   proportion   of    whom,    I  \ 
humbly  trust,  will  be  found  among  those  j 
on  his  right  hand,  in  the  day  of  his  appear-  j 
ing.    There  is  the  grave  of  the  beloved  wife  j 
of  my  youth,  the  mother  of  my  numerous  j 
family  of  children,  and  the  graves  of  more  | 
than  half  these  dear  children  themselves. 
Yes,  and  there  too  no  small  number  of  the 
members  of  that  beloved  church  and  society, 
to  whom  I  ministered  the  gospel  of  the  Son 
of  God  so  long,  have  been  gathered  into  the 
congregation  of  the  dead;  and  there,  no 
doubt,  many  more  of  them,  and  you  my 
dear  brother,  it  may  be,  among  them,  will 
yet  be  gathered  together  into  that  same  con- 
gregation.   There  too,  I  freely  own,  if  the 
Lord  will,  I  would  that  ray  poor  remains  may 
rest  with  them  until  "the  voice  of  the  Arch- 
angel, and  the  trump  of  God"  shall  call  us 
all  from  thence.    And  0,  that  we  may  all, 
together 

"Then  burst  the  chains  in  sweet  Kurprise, 
And  in  our  Saviours  image  ri>e," 

and  go  away  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord. 

I  add  one  item  more.  It  seems  to  me  a 
somewhat  remarkable  fact  that,  although 
thirty  ministers  have  been  ordained  or  in- 
stalled pastors  of  churches  in  Caledonia 
county,  only  seven  of  whom,  including  my- 
self, now  retain  that  relation,  and  four  of 
whom  certainly,  and  others  not  improbably, 
have  deceased,  yet  no  one  of  them  has  ever 
died,  or  found  his  grave  among  the  people 
of  his  charge  here.  One  only  (Brother 
Wright)  has  deceased,  sustaining  his  pas- 
toral relation  ;  and  he  died  and  was  burie<l, 
not  among  the  people  of  his  charge,  in 
Hardwick,  but  amonj:  his  former  charge  in 
Montpelier  village  —  my  son  Evarts  is  the 
only  minister  of  our  order  who  has  yet 
found  his  grave  in  this  county. 

Your  very  affectionate  brother 

In  the  bonds  of  the  gospel, 

LeO.VAUD  WORCEsiTER. 

Rev.  David  Morrill. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  OX  SERMON. 

BY  REV.   DAVID  MERRILL. 

Among  the  laws  given  by  the  Divine  Law- 
giver through  Moses  to  the  Jews,  was  the 
following:  *•  If  an  ox  gore  a  man  or  a  wo- 
man that  they  die,  then  the  ox  shall  bo 
stoned  —  hut  the  owner  shall  be  quit.  15ut 
if  the  ox  tcere  wont  to  push  with  his  horn  in 
time  past,  and  it  hath  been  testified  to  his 
owner,  and.  he  hath  not  kept  him  in,  but  he 
hath  killed  a  man  or  a  woman,  the  ox  shall 
be  stoned,  and  his  owner  also  shall  be  put  to 
death."— Exodus,  xxi,  28,  29. 

The  principle  of  this  law  is  a  very  plain 
one  —  and  a  very  broad  one  —  here  applied 
in  a  specific  ease,  but  extending  to  ten  thou- 
sand others.  It  is  this.  Every  man  is  re 
sponsible  to  God  for  the  evils  which  result 
from  his  selfishness,  or  his  indifference  to 
the  welfare  of  others.        *       *       *  * 

The  principle  of  this  law  is  a  principle  of 
common  sense.  *  *  *  Every  man  is  re- 
sponsible for  evils  which  result  from  his  own 
selfishness  or  indifference  to  the  lives  of  men. 
In  other  words,  to  make  a  mar^  responsible 
for  results,  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  that 
he  has  malice,  or  that  he  intended  the  re- 
sults. The  highwayman  had  no  malice 
against  him  he  robs  and  murders,  nor  does 
he  desire  his  death,  but  his  money,  and  if 
he  can  get  the  money  he  does  not  care.  And 
he  robs  and  murders  because  he  loves  him- 
self and  does  not  care  for  others ;  acting  in 
a  different  way,  but  on  the  same  selfish  prin- 
ciple with  the  owner  of  the  ox,  and  on  the 
very  same  principle  is  he  held  responsible. 

In  the  trial  of  the  owner  of  the  ox,  the 
only  questions  to  be  asked  were  these  two: 
Was  the  ox  tcont  to  push  with  his  horn  in 
time  past?  Did  the  owner  know  it  when 
he  let  him  loose?  If  both  these  questions 
were  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  owner 
was  responsible  for  all  the  consequences. 
This  is  a  rule  which  God  himself  has  esta- 
blished. 

I.  Is  Intoxicating  Liquor  wont  to  produce 
misery,  and  wretchedness,  and  death?  Has 
this  been  testified  to  those  who  make  and 
deal  in  it  as  a  beverage  ?  If  these  two 
things  can  be  established,  the  inference  is 
inevitable — they  are  responsible  on  a  prin- 
ciple perfectly  intelligible,  a  principle  recog- 
niscil  and  proclaimed,  and  acted  upon  by 
God  himself. 

Turn  then  your  attention  to  these  two 
facts : 

1.  Intoxicating  liquor  is  wont  to  pl'oduce 
misery. 


t 


PEACHAM. 


378 


2.  Those  who  make  or  traffic  in  it  know 
this. 

The  greatest  wretchedness  which  human 
nature  in  the  world  is  called  to  endure,  is 
connected  with  the  use  of  inebriating  drink. 
There  is  nothing  else  that  dogrudes  and  de- 
bases man  like  it  —  nothing  so  mean  that  a 
drunkard  will  not  stoop  to  it  —  nothing  too 
base  for  him  to  do  to  obtain  his  favorite 
drink,  Nothing  else  so  sinks  the  whole 
man  —  so  completely  destroys,  not  only  all 
moral  principle,  but  all  self-respect,  all  re- 
gard to  character,  all  shame,  all  human 
feeling.  The  drunkard  can  break  out  from 
every  kind  of  endearing  connection  and 
break  over  every  kind  of  restraint ;  so  com- 
pletely extinct  is  human  feeling,  that  he  can 
be  drunk  at  the  funeral  of  his  dearest  re- 
lative, and  call  for  drink  in  the  last  accents 
of  expiring  nature. 

Now  look  at  a  human  being,  whom  God 
has  made  for  noble  purposes  and  endowed 
with  noble  faculties,  degraded,  disgraced, 
polluted,  unfit  for  heaven,  and  a  nuisance 
on  earth.  He  is  the  centre  of  a  circle  — 
count  up  his  influence  in  his  family  and  his 
neighborhood  —  the  wretchedness  he  endures, 
and  the  wretchedness  he  causes  —  count  up 
the  tears  of  a  wretched  wife  who  curses  the 
day  of  her  espousals,  and  of  wretche<l  child- 
ren who  curse  the  day  of  their  birth.  To 
all  this  positive  evil  which  intoxicating 
liquor  has  caused,  add  the  happiness  which 
but  for  it  this  family  might  have  enjoyed 
and  communicated.  Go  through  a  neighbor- 
hood or  a  town  in  this  way,  count  up  all  the 
misery  which  foUovrs  in  the  train  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor,  and  you  will  be  ready  to  ask, 
can  the  regions  of  eternal  death  send  forth 
any  thing  more  deadly  ?  Wherever  he  goes 
the  same  cry  may  be  heard  —  lamentation, 
and  mourning,  and  wo  ;  and  whatever  things 
are  pure,  or  lovely,  or  venerable,  or  of  good 
report,  fall  before  it.  These  are  its  effects. 
Can  any  man  deny  that  "  the  ox  is  wont  to 
push  with  his  horn  ?" 

II.  Has  this  been  trsdjied  to  the  otcner  ?  or 
are  the  makers  and  venders  aware  of  its 
eflFacts?  The  effects  are  manifest,  and  they 
have  eyes,  ears  and  understandings  as  well 
as  others.  ****** 

Look  at  the  neighborhood  of  a  distillery  — 
an  influence  goes  fovtli  from  tliat  spot  which 
reaches  miles  around  —  a  kind  of  constrain- 
ing influence  that  brings  in  the  poor,  and 
wretched,  and  thirsty,  and  vicious.  Those 
who  liave  money  bring  it  — those  who  have 
none  bring  corn  —  those  who  have  neither 
4G 


bring  household  furniture  —  those  who  have 
nothing  bring  themselves  an<l  pay  in  labor. 
Now  the  maker  knows  all  these  men,  and 
knows  their  temperament,  and  probably 
knows  their  families.  He  can  calculate  ef- 
fects, and  he  sends  them  ofl",  one  to  die  by 
the  way,  another  to  abuse  his  fauiily,  and 
another  just  ready  for  any  deed  of  wicked- 
ness. Will  he  say  that  he  is  not  responsi- 
ble, and  like  Cain  ask,  "Am  1  my  l)rother'a 
keeper?"  The  ox  was  wont  to  push  with 
his  horn,  and  he  knew  it;  and  for  a  little 
paltry  gain  he  let  him  loose,  and  God  will 
support  his  law  by  holding  him  responsible 
for  the  consequences. 

But  a  common  excuse  is,  that  "very  little 
of  our  manufacture  is  used  in  the  neighbor- 
hood :  we  send  it  ofi^."    And  are  its  effects 
any  less  deadly  ?    In  this  way  you  avoid 
seeing  the  effects,  and  poison  strangers  in- 
stead of  neighbors.    What  would  you  say  to 
j  a  man  who  traded  in  clothes  infected  with 
I  the  sraall-pox  or  cholera,  and  who  would  say 
j  hy  way  of  apology,  that  he  sent  them  off",  he 
t  did  not  sell  any  in  the  neighborhood?  Good 
I  man!  he  is  willing  to  send  disease  and  death 
j  all  abroad  !  but  he  is  too  kind  hearted  to  ex- 
I  pose  his  neighbors.    Would  you  not  say  to 
;  him,  you  may  send  them  off,  but  you  can 
'  not  send  off'  the  responsibility  ?    The  eye  of 
i  God  goes  with  them,  and  all  the  misery 
i  which  they  cause  will  be  charged  to  you. 
\  So  we  say  to  the  man  who  sends  off  his 
I  intoxicating  liquor. 

1     "  But  if  I  do  not  make  it  and  traffic  in  it, 
\  somebody  else  will."    What  sin  or  crime 
I  can  not  be  excused  in  this  way  ?    I  know  of 
ja  plot  to   rob  my  neighbor;  if  I  do  not 
\  plunder  him  somebody  else  will.    Is  it  a 
j  privilege  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  sond- 
1  ing  abroad  pestilence  and  misery  and  death? 
"Our  cause  is  going  down,"  said  Judas, 
"  and  a  price  is  set  upon  the  head  of  our 
I  Master,  and  if  I  do  not  betray  him  somebody 
I  else  will.    And  why  may  not  I  as  well  pocket 
the  money  as  another?"     *       *       *  * 
Says  another,  "  I  wish  it  were  banished 
from  the  earth.    But  then  what  can  I  do?" 
What  can  you  do?    You  can  keep  one  man 
clear;  you  can  wash   your  hands  of  this 
wretched  business.     And  if  you   are  not 
willing  to  do  that,  very  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  your  good  wishes.    The  days  of 
ignorance  on  this  subject  have  passed  by; 
every  man  acts  with  his  eyes  open. 

Look  at  the  shop  and  company  of  the  re- 
tailer. There  he  stands  in  the  midst  of  dis- 
sipation, surrounded  by  the  most  degraded 
and  filthy  of   human    beings,  in   the  last 
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stages  of  earthly  wretclictiness.  His  busi- 
ness is  to  kindle  strife,  to  enoourajj;e  pro- 
fanity, to  excite  every  evil  piissiun,  to  de- 
stroy all  salutary  fears,  to  remove  every  re- 
straint, and  to  produce  a  recklessness  that 
regards  neither  God  nor  num.  And  how 
often  in  the  providence  of  God  is  he  given 
over  to  drink  his  own  poison,  and  to  become 
the  most  wretched  of  this  wretched  com- 
pany. Who  can  behold  an  instance  of  this 
kind  without  feeling  that  God  is  just.  "He 
sunk  down  into  the  pit  which  he  made,  in 
the  net  Avhich  he  hid  is  his  own  foot  taken." 

Another  will  say,  "I  neither  make  nor 
traffic  in  it."  But  you  drink  it  occasionally. 
As  far  as  your  influence  supports  it  and 
gives  it  currency,  so  far  are  you  a  partaker 
of  its  evil  deeds.  If  you  lend  your  intiuence 
to  make  the  path  of  ruin  respectable,  or  will 
not  help  to  affix  disgrace  to  that  path,  God 
will  not  hold  you  guiltless.  You  can  not 
innocently  stand  aside  and  do  nothing. 

A  deadly  poison  is  circulating  over  the 
land.  Its  victims  are  of  every  class  ;  and 
however  wide  the  difference  in  fortune,  edu- 
cation, intellect,  it  brings  them  to  the  same 
dead  level.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  stay 
the  plague,  and  a  success  surpassing  all  ex- 
pectation has  crowned  the  effort.  Still  the 
plague  rages  to  an  immense  extent.  What 
will  every  good  citizen  do?  Will  he  not 
clear  his  house,  his  shop,  his  premises  of  it  ? 
Will  he  not  take  every  precaution  to  defend 
himself  against  it,  and  use  his  intiuence  and 
his  exertions  to  diminish  its  circulation  and 
thus  diminish  human  misery  ?  If  he  fears 
God  or  regards  man,  can  ho  stop  short  at 
this?  "I  speak  as  unto  wise  men:  judge  ye 
what  I  stiy." 

ANNIVERSARY  ODE, 

Sung  at  the  Semi-Centennial  Crhhration  of  the 
Incorporation  of  the  Ctih  dunia  Countj/  Gram- 
mar School,  at  Feacham,  Juli/  1,  18 IG. 

BY  OLIVER  JOHNSON, 

Who  was  born  in  reacham  in  18(>0,  and 
servetl  an  apprenticeship  in  the  office  of  the 
Montpelier  Watchman.  Ho  was  one  of  the  i 
twelve  who  formed  Jan.  1.  IH'JJ,  the  present 
Massachusetts  Anti-SlavtM-y  Society,  and 
from  that  day  has  been  prominently  indcnti- 
fied  with  the  anti-slavery  cmi'^e;  aiding  it  as 
lecturer,  and  editing  several  of  its  leading 
papers  in  the  country.  He  was  associated 
with  Garrison  in  the  f.i'xraior,  three  years; 
an  associate  editor  of  the  At'c  l'<,r^-  Trthunr,  ^ 
four  years,  IS")".  h.i-  edited  the  Anti- 

Slavery  Standard,  New  York.  | 


When  forests  crowned  these  verdant  hills, 

Full  lifty  years  ago. 
And  ringing  through  these  fertile  vales 

Was  heard  the  axman's  blow  ; 
When  Peace  and  Thrift  came  hand  in  hand 

These  woodland  wilds  among, 
Above  the  settler's  humble  cot 

A  modest  Temple  sprung. 

In  Faith  our  fathers  reared  the  shrine 

To  Truth  and  Knowledge  given. 
And  lifted  high  a  beacon-light 

To  guide  the  soul  to  Heaven! 
That  light,  though  kindled  long  ago, 

Is  burning  brightly  still; 
Its  rays  are  now  in  beauty  shed 

O'er  valley,  plain,  and  hill. 

The  Fount  of  Knowledge  opened  here. 

From  purest  source  supplied, 
Hath  sent  afar  its  healing  streams, 

And  showered  its  blessings  wide  ; 
The  dusky  Indian  of  the  West 

Hath  felt  his  soul  reclaimed. 
And  e'en  to  heathen  isles  its  sons 

The  Gospel  have  proclaimed. 

In  honored  places  of  the  land 

Its  sons  have  served  their  age, 
And  won  for  it  a  noble  name 

On  History's  glowing  page ; 
In  Pulpit,  Court,  and  Council  Hall, 

Their  words  of  Truth  are  heard, 
And  through  the  Press  their  clarion  voice 

The  Nation's  heart  hath  stirred. 

On  this  dear  spot,  in  youth's  fair  morn. 

While  yet  our  hopes  were  bright, 
Wise  Teachers  sought  to  guide  our  feet 

In  paths  of  love  and  light ; 
And  now  we  come  in  manhood's  hour 

To  pour  our  grateful  song, 
And  offer  up  our  fervent  prayer 

Where  holiest  memories  throng. 

The  Father,  leaning  on  his  staff. 

This  day  renews  his  joy, 
And  in  the  mother's  listening  ear 

Talks  proudly  of  her  boy  ; 
The  Widow's  broken  heart  revives 

To  see  her  son  return. 
And  Friendship's  fires,  once  more  renewed. 

With  holy  fervor  burn. 

0  Father!  in  this  joyful  hour 

Our  thanks  to  Thee  wo  bring, 
And  with  united  heart  and  voice 

Thy  glorious  praises  sing; 
Thy  love  is  boundless  as  the  sea  — 

Thy  morcy  ever  sure  — 
0  may  the  shrine  our  Fathers  reared 

To  latest  time  endure ! 


(Wiill-ifY"  -^-^'^       -^iliifciittliiiiiii  'rfaiiiiii-'iiii 
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May  Education's  holy  light 

Extend  on  every  liand, 
Till  War's  foul  blot,  and  Slavery's  curso 

Be  banished  t'roin  the  land  ! 
And  0  may  Freedom's  sacred  tires 

On  every  altar  flame, 
And  Temperance,  Righteousness  and  Peace 

Exalt  our  Nation's  fame! 


EYEGATE. 

BY  EEV.  JAMES  M.  BKATTIE. 

The  town  of  Ryegate  was  chartered  by  New 
Hampshire,  to  Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  D.  D., 
Sept.  8,  1763.  In  the  winter  of  1773,  a  com- 
pany was  formed  by  a  number  of  farmers, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  fur 
settlement  in  North  America.  This  company 
was  called  the  Scotch-American  Company 
of  Farmers.  In  March  of  the  same  year, 
David  Allen  and  James  Whitelaw,  were 
commissioned  by  the  company  to  carry  out 
their  purpose.  Accordingly,  on  the  2')th  of 
March,  they  sailed  from  Greenock,  and  reach- 
ed Philadelphia,  May  24.  On  their  arrival, 
they  providentially  met  with  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon, who  was  then  president  of  New  Jersey 
College,  Princeton.  He  informed  them 
that  he  had  a  township  of  land  called  Rye- 
gate,  in  the  province  of  New  York  on  the 
Connecticut  river,  containing  about  23,fM}0 
acres,  which,  if  they  could  not  suit  them- 
selves elsewhere,  he  would  be  glad  to  sell 
to  them,  professing  at  the  same  time,  to  take 
a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  their  enter- 
prise. After  spending  five  months  in  explor- 
ing the  country,  north  and  south,  they  re- 
turned to  Dr.  AV^itherspoon,  then  in  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  and  bargained  with  him  for  one  half 
of  the  town  of  Ryegate.  On  coming  to  New 
York,  they  met  with  James  lleuderson.  a  car- 
penter, and  one  of  their  shipmates,  who  h;id 
been  sent  to  assist  them  in  their  undertaking. 
Leaving  Mr.  Henderson  to  come  in  a  sloupby 
way  of  Hartford,  with  tlieir  chests,  tools, 
and  other  necessary  articles,  they  left  New 
York,  on  the  19th  of  October,  and  arrived  in 
Newbury,  Vt.,  November  1,  where  they  were 
hospitably  entertained  by  .lno<>b  Bailey,  Msq., 
to  whom  they  had  a  letter  of  intniduction  fntm 
John  Church,  Esq.,  who  was  connected  with 
Dr.  Witherspoon  in  the  proprietorship  of 
Ryegate.  One  week  after  their  arrival, 
James  Henderson  appeared  in  a  canoe 
freighted  with  the  chests  and  tools  aforesaid. 
On  the  lOtli  of  November,  Mr.  Ciiuroh  came 
to  Newbury.    The  town  of  Ryegate  was  then 


divided.  The  softth  half  fell  to  tlie  Scotch 
American  Company.  Tliis  was  considered 
preferable  to  the  north  half  for  reasons  given 
by  Gen.  Whitelaw. 

"The  south,"  he  says  in  his  journal,  "has 
the  advantage  of  the  north  in  many  respects. 

"  1.  It  is  the  best  land  in  general. 

"2.  It  is  nearest  to  provisions  which  we 
have  in  plenty  within  three  or  four  miles,  and 
likewise  within  six  miles  of  a  grist  mill,  and 
two  miles  of  a  saw  mill,  all  which  arc  great 
advantages  to  a  new  settlement. 

"3.  "We  have  several  brooks  with  good 
seats  for  mills,  and  likewise  Wells  river  runs 
tlirough  part  of  our  purchase,  and  has  water 
enough  for  a  grist  mill  at  the  driest  season  of 
the  year,  of  which  the  north  part  is  almost 
entirely  destitute. 

"We  are  within  six  miles  uf  a  good  Pres- 
fjijterian  Mtetitif/ ;  and  there  is  no  other  mi- 
nister about  that  place." 

The  last  reason  is  particularly  worthy  of 
notice.  These  sons  of  Scotia  in  seeking  out 
a  home  for  themselves  and  others  in  the  new 
world,  were  influenced  in  their  choice  not 
merely  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  other 
natural  advantages;  but  by  considerations  of 
a  religious  character.  Noble  example! 
Worthy  the  imitation  of  all  immigrants  from 
the  old  world. 

When  they  came  to  Ryegate,  they  found 
John  Ilvnilman,  one  of  their  own  countrymen, 
who  had  wiih  his  family  moved  into  town  a 
few  months  befv)re.  He  was  engaged  in 
building  a  house.  "So,"  says  the  journal, 
"  we  helped  him  up  with  it  both  for  the  con- 
veniences of  lodging  with  him  till  we  built 
one  of  our  own,  and  also  that  he  mi£;ht  assist 
us  in  building  ours."' 

These  houses,  built  of  logs  and  covered 
with  b;irk,  were  finished  about  the  1st  of 
.January,  1774.  .John  Hyn<lman\s  house 
stood  a  little  nortlieast  of  the  present  house 
of  John  liigelow.  James  Whitelaw's  was 
situated  near  where  William  T.  Whitelaw's 
house  now  stands. 

Aaron  Hosmer  and  family  were  the  only 
persons,  and  the  shanty  in  which  ihey  lived 
about  one  mile  north  of  Samuel  More's,  was 
the  only  house  in  tovvn  previous  to  this 
time. 

The  remainder  of  the  winter  was  spent  in 
making  an  opening  in  tlje  u  ildtn  ne-'s  ;  the 
whole  of  the  town  being  coveri-d  ^vitli  trees  of 
various  kinds,  among  which  w«-ie  beech, 
maple,  hemlock,  spruce,  birch  and  pines. 
James  lleiulerson  whs  employed  part  of  the 
titne  in  munut.icturiug  w..o.ltM»  bowlu,  dishes, 
and  other  articles  for  domestic  use.  James 
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Wbitelaw  went  to  Portsmovlth  and  Newbury- 
port  for  a  sleigh  IojkI  of  such  necessuries  iis 
they  ncedoil.  In  the  month  of  April  they 
nmde  (>()  pouiuLs  of  ni.iple  sup:ir  —  a  bvisineys 
that  bus  been  folloue-l  up  in  the  town  ever 


son,  Robert  Tweedale  and  family,  and  An- 
drew and  James  Smith. 

About  tins  time,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
erect  a  house  to  accommodate  the  immigrants 
on  their  arrival,  until  they  could  build  hou-e-i 


since,  large  <iuantities  being  manufactured  ,  of  their  own. 

annually,  both  for  domestic  and  foreign  use.  j     On  the  22d  of  October,  Andrew  Smith  de- 
May,  James  Wliitelaw  commenced   the  !  parted  this  life.    This  was  the  first  death 


In 

survey  of  the  company's  half  of  the  town. 
On  the  2od  of  May.  David  Ferry,  Aloxan- 


that  occurred.  About  a  mile  south  from  the 
Corner,  a  lot  was  selected  for  a  burying 


der  Lynn  and  family.  Andrew  and  U..l.ert  i  ground,  and  here  he  was  interred.  The  re- 
Brock,  John  and  Robert  Orr.  John  WiUson,  i  mains  of  a  number  of  others  of  the  early 


John  Gray,  John  Shaw,  and  Hugh  Semple, 
came  over  from  Scotland ;  and  in  July  when 
the  survey  was  completed,  drew  their  lots, 
and  commenced  a  permanent  settlement. 
These  were  among  the  first  settlers.  They 
were  men  of  sterling  worth.  And  some  of 
their  descendants  are  among  the  most  re- 
spectable at  the  present  time. 

In  the  survey  of  the  southern  portion  of 
Ryegate,  a  lot  extending  from  the  parsonage 


settlers  lie  in  the  same  place, 
j  And  is  it  not  highly  discreditable  to  the 
town  that  that  sacred  spot  —  sacred  by  cou- 
j  taining  all  that  is  mortal  of  men,  whose 
1  memory,  on  account  of  their  toils  and  perils 
t  in  exploring  and  subduing  our  forests,  ought 
1  to  be  dear  to  us  all — should  be  unmarked  by 
i  any  monument.  As  the  trees  and  bushes 
I  have  been  recently  cleared  oiF,  why  not  pro- 
I  ceed  a  step  farther,  in  honoring  the  memory 


to  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  Ji-hn  O.  Page's,  :  of  our  worthy  ancestors,  by  erecting  upon 


was  laid  out  for  a  town.  This  was  divided 
into  small  lots.  Each  purchaser  of  a  lot  in 
any  other  part  of  the  township  received  a 


the  place  of  their  interment,  a  monument 
with  an  appropriate  inscription  ? 

In  January,  1775,  Gen.  Whitelaw  purchased 


town  lot.  It  was  the  expectation  that  a  large  |  a  lot  of  land  of  Newbury,  on  the  north  side 
town  or  city  would,  in  the  course  of  time,  |  of  that  part  of  Wells  river  which  contains 
grow  up  in  that  place.  But  time  has  rolled  1  the  great  falls,  with  the  privilege  of  one  half 
on,  and  the  city  is  still  uiibuilt.  Like  many  |  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  mills 
cities  in  the  West,  it  is  but  a  city  of  faith,  i  thereon.  Accordingly,  James  Henderson 
Whenever  the  early  settlers  had  occasion  to  j  commenced  to  prepare  materials,  and  in 
refer  to  that  part  of  the  township,  they  j  October  of  the  same  year,  a  grist  mill  was 
called  it  the  town,  although  the  only  building  |  finished,  and  put  in  operation.    In  this  same 

The  hill  at  I  mouth,  the  frame  of  a  saw  mill  was  erected. 


upon  it  was  a  small  log  h<ni 
John  O.  Page's  is  still  called  the  town  hill. 

The  company's  half  of  the  town  having 
been  surveyed  and  allotted.  David  Allen. 
James  Whitelaw's  associate,  left  for  Scot- 
land. It  was  an  afiVciing  occasion.  All  the 
inhabitants  accompanicl  him  to  Col.  Lailcy's 


but  not  completed  until  July,  1776.  These 
mills  although  in  Newbury,  were  only  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  centre  of  Rye- 
gate.  They  stood  where  Bolton's  Mills  now 
stantl. 

In  April,  1775,  the  settlement  was  enlarged 


family  in  February,  and  John  Scot  in  April. 
About  this  time  the  war  of  the  Revolution 


in  Newbury,  where  they  took  farewell  of  j  by  the  arrival  of  Archibald  Taylor  and 
him.  James  Henderson  was  unwilling  to 
part  from  him  even  then,  but  journeyc  I  with 
him  all  the  way  to  Newburyport,  before  he  i  commenced,  and,  in  consequence,  few  addi- 
took  his  leave.  These  early  isettlcrs,  far  I  tions  were  made  to  the  settlement  for  a  num- 
from  their  native  land,  and  exposed  to  danger,  i  bcr  of  years.  After  peace  was  concluded, 
both  from  the  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  were  |  the  spirit  of  emigration  revived,  and  the 


bound  together  by  strong  ties.  It  is  no 
wonder  therefore,  that  they  were  so  loth  to 
part  with  one  of  thoir  nui!tt>er,  and  especially 
as  that  one  had  been  a  leader  among  thenu 
Soon  after  the  survey  <.I'  the  s-.uth  half,  the 
north  half  was  surveyed  and  allottetl. 

In  1774,  the  settiiMuent  rojilized  another 


town  received  many  valuable  accessions  from 
Scotland.  As  a  general  rule,  the  Scotch,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
with  their  habits  of  industry  and  economy, 
their  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  their 
regiird  for  the  sabbath,  and  the  institutions 
of  religion,  are  a  blessing  to  any  community 


accession  from  Scoilund,  Johti  Waddle,  James  |  where  their  lots  may  be  cast. 
Neilson,  Thomas  McK^'ach.  Patrick  Lang  anil  |     The  town  was  organized  on  the  third  Tues- 
familv.  William    .W'll^uu  and    family,  and  |  day  of  May,  177*).    James  Whitelaw,  first 
David  Reed  and  family,  Robert  Gommil  and  I  town  clerk;  assessors,  John  Gray  and  James 
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Whitelaw;  trensurer,  An.lrew  F.rock  :  over- i  consequently  all' in  a  few  days  returned  to 
seers  of  highways,  Robert  Twectlalc  andJohn  ,  their  own  habitations. 

Orr;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Patrick  Lan- i  Ueasts  of  prey  proved  a  greater  anupvance 
and  John  Shaw;  collector,  John  Scot;  con- j  than  the  Indians.  The  latter,  by  kind  and 
stables,  Archibald  Taylor,  James  Smith,  |  hospitable  treatment  became  the  friends  of 
William  Neilson  and  David  llcid.  j  the  settlers,  but  the  wolves  and  bears  which 

The  hi-h  estimation  in  which  these  persons 'were  very  numerous,  were  not  so  easy  to 
were  held,  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  at  the  I  subdue.  For  some  time,  John  Henderson  was 
expiration  of  the  year  for  which  they  were  \  the  only  person  that  owned  a  cow.  One 
chosen,  they  were  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  i  evening  the  cow  not  returning  home  as  usual, 
continued  in  office  for  another  year.  In  this  Mrs.  Henderson,  her  husband  being  absent, 
year  James  Taylor  was  born,  the  first  male  went  in  search  of  the  cow.  Soon  after  Mr. 
fihild  borain  towiu    He  died  at  the  age  of  04  !  Henderson  came  in,  and  missing  his  wife, 

I  asked  the  children  where  their  mother  was? 
In  common  with  the  other  early  settle- |  They  replied,  -  Mother  has  gone  for  the  cow." 
ments,  the  people  of  Ryegate  were  subjected  j  It  then  being  dai^c,  it  at  once  occurred  to 
to  great  hardships  and  privations,  a  minute  ;  him  that  she  was  lost.  With  a  pine  torch  in 
account  of  which  would  fill  volumes.  Take  i  one  hand,  and  a  gun  in  the  other,  he  sallied 
the  following  as  a  specimen  :  |  forth  to  find  her.    He  fired  off  his  gun,  but 

In  the  summer  of  177G,  a  year  so  memora-  no  reply  being  given,  he  proceeded  further 
ble  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  a  into  the  woods,  and  dischargetl  his  gun  the 


message  was  received  that  St.  Johns  was 
retaken  by  the  British,  and  that  the  Indians, 
whawere  a  terror  to  all  the  early  settlers, 
would  be  sent  to  lay  waste  the  country. 
They  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  at  their  wits' 


second  time.  She  answered.  Following  the 
direction  of  her  voice,  he  found  her  lodged 
in  a  tree,  where  she  had  taken  refuge  from 
wild  beasts.  At  another  time.  George  Rey- 
nolds, on  his  way  to  pay  a  visit  to  one  of  his 


end  to  know  what  to  do.  After  some  con-  '  neighbors,  encountered,  as  he  supposed, 
sulfation,  they  concluded  the  only  course  i  very  fierce  dog.  After  a  sharp  contest  with 
was  to  remove  to  some  place  of  greater  :  the  animal,  he  succeeded  in  putting  it  to 
safety.  Accordingly  with  what  of  their  flight ;  left  however,  in  anything  but  a  good 
effects,  they  could  carry  in  their  flight,  humor,  on  arriving  at  his  neighbor's,  he  gave 
they  left  for  Newbury,  where  a  fort  had  been  \  the  good  woman  of  the  house,  a  severe  repri- 
erected,  and  soldiers  stationed,  both  to  pro-  |  mand  for  keeping  such  a  cross  dog,  and  on 
tect  the  settlers  from  the  Indians  and  Tories  |  examination  it  was  found  to  be  a  wolf, 
in  the  surrounding  country,  and  to  check  the  i  One  day  in  the  summer  of  1778,  Mrs.  John 
incursions  of  the  Indians  and  British  fronj  ;  Gray  saw  a  bear  carrying  off  a  sheep.  With 
Canada.  Before  leaving,  William  Neilson  i  a  courage  with  which  probably  few  ladies  in 
filled  a  large  Scotch  chest  with  sundry  arti-  |  this  age  are  endowed,  she'  followed  the 
cles,  and  buried  it;  and  then  to  prevent  the  ;  bear  by  his  trail,  till  she  suddenly  came  up 
suspicions  of  the  sons  of  the  wilderness,  i  within  a  few  feet  of  him.  Greatfy  terrified, 
burnt  a  pile  of  brush  upon  its  r/rare.  They  ;  she  screamed  outright,  whereupon  Bruin  not 
soon  found,  however,  that  if  they  remained  I  accustomed  to  such  noises,  dropped  his  prey 
long  at  Newbury,  a  greater  calamity,  if  possi-  ,  and  betook  himself  to  flight  :  an<l  Mrs.  Gray 
ble,  than  war,  wouLl  befall  them.  They  had  j  putting  the  sheep  on  her  shoulder,  returned 
commenced  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  land;   home  in  triumph. 

their  crops  were  in  the  ground,  and  they  j  There  was  a  long  time  before  the  bears 
must  secure  them,  or  die  of  starvation.  These  '  were  completely  destroyed,  particularly  in 
brave  men  again  held  a  council  and  all  agreed  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town.    In  1801, 


that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  return  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives.  Tradition  reports 
that  William  Neilson  preceded  the  rest.  He 
bravely  said,  "It  is  belter  to  die  by  the 


four  bears  that  had  been  making  havoc 
among  the  sheep,  were  killed  on  Robert  Dick- 
son's farm. 

Bear's  meat  was  much  used  by  the  early 


sword  than  famine;"  and  tearing  himself ;  .settlers.  The  lean  part  of  the  bear  being 
away  from  his  weei)ing  wife  and  cliildren,  ■  like  beef,  and  the  fat  like  j.ork.  it  was  a  good 
went  boldly  back,  trusting  in  Jehovah's  !  substitute  for  both.  When  salted  a  little  it 
arm  for  safety.    During  the  day  he  worked  j  was  called  corned  ])eef. 

hard,  and  slept  at  night  with  his  door  barri- j  Besiiles  the  j»erils  from  the  Indians  ami 
caded,  and  his  gnu  .it  his  [dlluw.  The  e.v- i  wild  beasts,  (here  were  i)tlu'r  ditliculties  that 
pectcd  invasion,  however,  did  not  occur,  and  i  tlie  early  settlers  had  to  surmount  to  put  their 
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dcsccn.luitH  into  the  po;*sc<sion  of  their  pre-  |  houses  until  1702,  when  the^  first  school 
sent  inhoritance.    Thore    were  no  bri.lfjcs 


and  no  ro.uls,  but  spotted  trees.  AVhen  they 
went  to  mill  which  was  in  Newbury,  10  miles 
distftut  from  the  central  part  of  the  town, 
they  carried  their  <rrisfs  on  their  backs. 


house  was  erected.  This  was  built  of  lo;r'«, 
and  stood  on  the  town  lot,  southeast  of  John 
0.  Page's. 

Previous  to  this  time,  James  Whitelaw 
had  been  appointed  surveyor  general  of  the 


This  was  also  the  mode  of  conveyance,  in  !  state  of  Vermont;  ami,  in  consequence  was 
carrying  articles  to  and  from  the  store,  which  j  under  the  necessity  of  resigning  his  office  *s 
was  also  located  in  Newbury.  There,  too,  j  agent  of  the  Scotch-American  company, 
was  their  place  of  worship.  Not  only  men,  i  Accordingly,  he  intimated  to  the  company  in 
but  women  also,  traveled  nil  that  distnncc  on  ;  Scotland,  that  they  must  appoint  some  other 
foot,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  person  to  be  their  land  agent  in  this  country, 
worshiping  the  God  of  their  fathers  in  the  i  [n  accordance  with  his  request,  they  author- 
public  congregation.  "  When  the  ladies."  i/ed  the  members  of  the  company,  residing  in 
says  Mr.  Powers,  came  to  "Wells  river  the  town  of  Ryegate,  to  call  a  meeting  for  that 
(there  being  no  canoe),* they  would  bare  i  purpose.  This  meeting  was  held  in  March, 
their  feet,  and  trip  it  along  as  nimbly  as  a  i  1703,  at  which  William  Neilson,  James  Hen- 
deer,  the  men  generally  went  barefooted,  the  ■  derson  and  Hugh  Gardner  were  appointei 
ladies  certainly,  wore  shoes."  j  managers,  and  it  was  "voted  that  James 

Money  was  a  scarce  article,  as  is  shown  i  Whiteiaw,  who  now  holds  the  deeds  of  the 
by  the  following  incident:    Gen.  Whiteiaw  |  company's  land  shall  deed  it  to  the  man \ger3 
purchased  a  corn-broom,  the  first  that  was  !  ^nd  their  successors  in  office." 
used  in  the  settlement.    His  daughter  being  j  this  date,  Gen.  Whiteiaw  hell  all 

very  much  pleased  with  it,  remarked  that  j  ^j^^,  j^^^^jg      .-^^1  tlie  land  that  had  been  sold 


she  would  never  again  be  at  the 


trouble  to 


the  south  half  of  Ryegate.    He  then  de- 


make  a  broom  of  hemlock  brush,  when  one  |  ^ivercd  them  all  up  with  the  disposal  of  all 
so  much  superior  could  be  bought  for  twenty-  j  i-mds  belonging  to  the  Scotch-American 
five  cents.  "  Marion,"  said  her  father,  "  I  ,  ^,„n,p.^ny  not  taken  up,  to  the  said  managers- 
have  seen  the  time  when  there  was  not  |  -pj^j^  „..^g  Qq^^^  Whitelaw's  last  act  as  agent 
twenty-five  cents  in  Ryegate."  (For  the  in-  !  ^{^.^^  company,  which  he  had  serve*!  so 
cidents  that  we  have  just  related,  and  for  |  j^^^^  f.^jti^fuHy  .  and  yet  all  his  ralu- 

many  other  facts  in  the^e  sketches,  we  "I'c  j  .^^jj,,  services  received  but  very  small  corn- 
indebted  to  :Mr9.  Abigail  Henderson,  daugh-  !  pensation. 

ter  of  *Gen.  Whiteiaw,  in  her  7bth  year.      jj^  t^^^-ji         divided  into  two 


school    districts.    These    were  afterwards 
subdivided  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  people. 
There  are  now  in  the  town  9  school  districts- 
1  The  school-houses  with  one  or  two  excep- 


She  is  a  pious  lady,  and  endowed  with  a  re- 
markable memory). 

January  0,  1777.  James  Henderson  was 
married  to  Agnes  Lynn,  and  -  n  the  17th  of 

the  same  month,  Robert  I'.rock  to  Elizabeth  I  ji^.^t  and  commodious.    A  growing 

Stewart.  These  were  the  tirst  marriages  in  ;  interest  is  also  taken  in  the  schools;  and  it 
Ryegate.  Mr.  Brock  moved  into  Rarnet,  and  |  j},^  determination  in  most  of  the  districts, 
settled.  Mr.  Henderson  took  up  hi^  residence  ;  Hiat  none  but  competent  te  iciicrs  shall  be 
in  Ryegate.  He  wns  the  first  ••arpenicr  in  j  employed.  The  number  of  scholars  between 
town.  Besides  being  very  uM'dul  an  a  me-  j  the  ages  of  4  and  18,  are  312. 
chanicduringtheiiif^incyofthc^.'ttl.MiH'Tit.he  I  The  attention  of  our  forefathers  was 
afterwards  served  the  town  as  reproscnta-  turned  to  the  education  of  the  heart  and 
tive,  and  in  various  town  otfi.'cs  to  uiiifii  he  j  conscience,  as  well  as  the  head.  At  one 
was  elected.  He  was  a  con-i?-trni  tneinber  ;  f  ime  they  were  under  the  impression  that 
of  the  Associate  Church.  He  died  at  the,  they  would  enjoy  the  ministrations  of  Dr. 
age  of  85  years.  His  farm  is  owned  and  Witlierspoon,  the  Rev.  proprietor.  But  dis- 
occupied  by  his  son,  William  llcn-lerson,  in  nppointci 
his  80th  year  (I son. 

While  exploring  and  subduing  the  forest." 


the  early  settlers  did  n<^i  no-b"  t  the  intel- 
lectual and  religious  culture  of  their  chiMren. 
In  the  year  1787,  the  tirst  regular  school  was 
established    in    Jarnes    Whitclaw's  hon-e. 


ui  that,  those  of  them  that  did  not 
find  it  convenient  to  attend  church  at  New- 
bury, h<dd  meetings  for  prayer  ami  Christian 
conference,  read  good  books,  and  attendcl 
particularly  to  the  religious  education  of  the 
children.  In  March,  1707,  they  "voted  to 
rai^e  fortv  bushels  of  wheat  bv  a  tax,  to 


The  first  tcaciicr  was  Jonathan  Powers.  1  support  the  gospel  in  the  town  for  the  ensu- 
The  school  continued  to  be  kept  in  private  !  ing  year."    They  then  engaged  a  part  of  the 
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services  of  Rev.  David  Goodwillic  of  the  I 
Associate  Church,  who  had  Vjcen  settled  in 
Biirnet  over  a  colony  also  from  Scotland,  j 
And  it  ma}'  be  remarked  in  parsing,  that  it  I 
was  from  the  first  ^settler-ri  of  these  two  ' 
towns,  Ryegate  and  Oariict,  that  the  county 
received  the  name  of  Caledonia. 

Another  event  of  some  importance  that 
occurred  in  1797,  was  the  erection  of  the 
frame  of  a  meeting  house  on  the  hill  west  of 
the  Corner.  It  was  soon  enclosed  and  meet- 
ings held  in  it.  But  it  was  not  finished  until 
ia  the  nreai-  1800.  This  was  the  first  meeting 
house  in  town.  Previous  to  this  time,  civil 
and  religious  meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses.  For  sixteen  years  after  the  erection 
of  the  meeting  house,  the  people  worshipped 
in  it  without  any  stove.  It  was  used  as  a 
house  of  worship  till  ISoO,  when  it  was 
abandoned  for  a  new  and  tasteful  meeting 
house,  built  at  the  Corner  south  of  the  brick 
house,  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  (old 
school)  and  Associate  congregations  of  Rye- 
gate.  Town  meetings,  however,  continued 
to  be  held  in  it  till  1855,  when  it  was  pulled 
down,  and  a  town  house  erected  in  the  same 
place. 

In  the  same  year  that  the  meeting  house 
was  finished,  Rev.  William  Gibson  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  was  settled. 
And  being  the  first  settled  minister,  he  drew 
one  right  of  land,  which  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  James  Beattie,  Esq. 

For  some  time  after,  Mr.  Gibson's  settle- 
ment, there  were  no  carriages  in  the  town. 
The  only  modes  of  locomotion  were  on  foot 
and  on  horseback.  It  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing  on  a  sabbath  morning,  t^^  see  the  wor- 
shipers, some  on  foot  and  some  on  horseback, 
flocking  to  the  house  of  God.  A  man  and 
his  wife,  each  holding  a  child,  frequently 
rode  one  horse.  And  notwithstanding  these 
diflSculties,  many  that  lived  from  4  to  C  miles 
distant  from  the  place  of  worship,  were  sel- 
dom absent  on  the  sabbath. 

From  the  time  that  Mr.  Gibson  became 
pastor  in  Ryegate,  the  town  has  been  well 
supplied  with  gospel  ordinances. 

The  professors  of  religion  in  Ryegate  are, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  Presbyterians;  and 
are  divided  into  three  denominations — the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  (old  s<hool),  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  (new  school),  and  the 
United  Presbyterian. 

About  the  time  of  Mr.  < libson's  installment, 
a  lot  of  land  consisting  of  two  acres,  south 
of  the  meeting  house,  was  purchaseil  of  An- 
drew Brock,  tor  a  burying  groun<l.  iJeiiig 
ledgy,  and  therefore  not  well  ;\d  iptcd  for  a 


place  of  interment,  another  lot  south  of  it 
has  recently  been  purchased,  by  a  company 
formed  for  that  purpose.  Some  improve- 
ments have  been  made  on  it.  When  orna- 
nvented  with  walks  and  trees,  it  will  be  a 
neat  yard.  It  is  called  the  Blue  Mountain 
Cemetery.  Besides  those  mentioned,  there 
are  two  other  burying  gro\uids  in  the  town, 
one  in  the  western  part,  and  one  near  South 
Ryegate. 

The  surface  of  this  town  is  generally 
uneven.  The  northern  and  eastern  portions 
are  hilly  and  broken.  The  only  mountain, 
called  Blue  Mountain,  is  situated  in  the 
northwest  part.  This,  though  a  bleak,  bar- 
ren mountain,  is  valuable  for  its  quarries  of 
granite,  from  which  monuments,  mill  stones, 
lice,  are  manufactured.  Its  summit  affords  a 
commanding  view  of  the  surr(mnding  coun- 
try. Indeed  Ryegate  abounds  in  picturesque 
scenery.  Limestone  is  foun<i  in  different 
parts  of  the  town. 

Connecticut  river  boun<ls  it  on  the  east, 
and  Wells  river  runs  through  the  southwest 
part  of  the  town,  affording  ample  water 
power. 

Ticklenaked  pond,  in  the  southern  part, 
discharges  its  waters  into  Wells  river,  and 
North  pond  in  the  northern  part,  empties 
itself  into  Connecticut  river.  The  whole 
town  is  well  watered  by  springs  and  small 
streams. 

The  soil  is  mostly  of  clay  and  loam.  The 
interval  land  on  the  Connecticut  and  Wells 
river,  is  level,  and  the  soil  of  an  excellent 
quality,  producing  abundantly  all  kinds  of 
garden  vegetables  and  grain.  The  other 
portions,  though  hilly,  are  also  well  adapted 
to  the  production  of  grain,  and  yield  luxuri- 
ant crops  of  grass.  The  attention  of  the 
farmers  is  chietiy  occupied  with  cattle  raising 
and  the  dairy.  This  town  has  long  beeu 
celebrated  for  its  excellout  butter. 

There  are  two  small  villages  in  town.  Rye- 
gate Corner  and  South  Ryegate,  with  a  post 
office  at  each.  Besides  the  meeting  house 
already  mentioned,  there  is  another  place  of 
worship  at  Ryeg.ite  Corner,  which  belongs  to 
the  United  Presbyterians.  Tltere  is  also  a 
Union  Church  at  South  Rye;_'nte  whero  the 
Ref.  Presbyterians  (new  school)  worship. 

There  is  no  high  school  in  town.  But  this 
is  not  felt  to  be  a  want,  as  in  eich  of  the  ad- 
joining towns  of  Peiiclwun,  Barnet  and  New- 
bury, there  is  an  excellent  :ic  i.loruy.  Hence 
the  youth  are  well  instnictc  1.  ;!iid  care  is 
taken  to  have  the  school  nttuiniiM'nf s  -ancti- 
tied  by  lessons  of  Chri-i  iaiiity.  flic  inha- 
bitants of  Ryegate,  are  a  plain,  unassuming. 
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honest,  industrious  ami  peaceable  people. 
The  I'liritan  an<l  rrcshvterian  principles  arc 
finely  blended  in  their  manners  and  char- 
acter. 

The  professional  men  that  claim  Ryegate 
as  their  birth  place,  are  Rev.  Robt'rt  (lib.son, 
for  many  years  pastor  of  the  -d  Relurmeil 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  city,  now 
deceased;    Rev.    John    Gibson,  and  Rev. 


He  was  .surveyor-general  of  the  state  of 
V  ermont,  and  not  only  surveyed  this  town, 
but  niany  of  the  town  lines  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state  were  run  by  him,  and  some 
of  the  towns  allotted,  ^his  was  done  wh«>n 
there  were  no  roads  but  dotted  trees,  and 
but  few  houses,  and  these  many  miles  distant 
from  each  other.  Hence  his  way,  in  many 
places  through  which  he  traveled,  was  ob- 


William  Gibson,  ministers  in  coimection  with  :  structed  by  logs,  rocks,  mountains,  and  other 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  soutli ;  Rev.  obstacles.  He  was  always  attended,  at  such 
A.  M.  Milligan  settled  in  New  Alexandria,  i  times,  by  three  or  four  men,  whose  business 

it  was  to  can-y  the  chain,  mark  the  trees, 
and  render  him  such  assistance  as  was  need- 
ed. They  carried  their  provisions  on  their 
backs,  in  knapsacks;  slept  at  night  in  the 
woods,  on  beds  of  hemlock  boughs ;  and  of- 
ten when  they  awoke  in  the  morning,  found 
themselves  covered  with  a  soft,  white  blank- 
et, more  than  a  foot  thick,  it  having  snowed 
during  the  night. 

Surveying  Avas  his  employment  for  12  or 


Pa.;  R«v.  S.  T.  Milligan  in  Michigan;  Rev.  ; 
Z.  K.  Milligan,  pastor  of  the  1st  Reformed  ; 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York  ;  Rev.  James  I 
M.  Dickson,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  1 
Covenanters,  Brooklyn,  Long  Island;  Rev.  | 
John  Lynn,  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  '< 
in  Maryland  ;  Dr.  William  Neilson,  a  distin-  ' 
guished  physician  and  surgeon  in  Cambridge,  i 
N.  Y.,  deceased.  '  i 

Dr.  Eli  Perry  came  to  Ryegate  in  1814.  ! 
He  was  the  first  physician  in  town,  and  is  |  14  years,  yet  during  all  this  time  there  is  no 


still  with  us,  aged  70  years. 

George  Cowles  is  at  present  town  clerk ;  ■ 
and  so  completely  does  he  enjoy  the  conti-  ; 
dence  of  all  parties  that  he  has  held  that 
office  for  18  years.  ! 

For  the  last  half  century  the  town  has  a<l-  1 
vanced  rapidly,  and  we  stand  to-day  amid  i 
fields  of  waving  grain,  and  under  trees  bend-  1 
ing  with  luscious  fruit ;  we  look  at  the  beau-  i 
tiful  green   meadows,  and  neatly    painted  ; 
farm  houses,  the  well  cultivated  gardens  and 
tasteful  yards,  the  white  school-houses,  warm  | 
and   comfortable;  we  see  from  a  distance  j 
the  church  spire;  all  this  to-day  we  see, 
where  86years  ago  was  a  wild  and  unbroken 
forest.    Thanks  to  the  strong  arms  and  brave 
hearts  of  our  forefathers  I    Thanks  to  the 
Great  Protector,  Avho  amid  all  their  toils  and 
perils,  blessed  them  with  health  anti  strength, 
to  accomplish  the  great  \\ork  which  they  had 
undertaken. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHKS. 
James  Whitklaw, 
"Who  may  be  called  the  father  of  Ryegate. 
was  born  at  New  MilN,  pari-^h  of  Olduionk- 
land,  Scotland,  February  II,  174S.    He  catue 
here  in  1773.    The  circumstances  connected 


j  record  of  his  ever  having  been  molested  by 
■  any  savage,  beast,  or  venomous  reptile.  He 
;  always  enjoyed  good  health  and  spirits,  alid 
;  submitted  to  the  trials  and  hardships  of  his 
'  occupation  with  patience,  and  even  cheerful- 
i  ness. 

i  In  the  year  179G  he  completed  a  very  cor- 
j  rect  map  of  the  state  of  Vermont.  He  after- 
i  wards  established  himself  in  a  land  office, 
;  in  which  situation  he  continued  the  residue 
of  his  life. 

He  was  three  times  married.  In  1778  he 
was  married  to  Abigail  Johnstone  of  New- 
bury, by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  sons,  who  were  useful  citi- 
zens, are  dead.  The  daughters  are  still  liv- 
ing. His  first  wife  died  July  13,  1790.  His 
second  wife,  Susanna  Rogers,  died  in  1815. 
He  married  for  his  third  wife.  Jannet  Har- 
vey, a  widow,  who  died  in  1854,  aged  88. 
She  came  from  Scotland  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  lived  to  see  the  wilderness 
blossom. 

We  will  bring  this  sketch  to  a  close,  by 
•  jtioting  from  the  communication  of  a  person 
who  had  excellent  opportunities  of  becom- 
ing acnuainted  with  Gen.  Whitelaw.  Says 
-Mrs.  A.  Henderson:  *'As  husband,  father, 
with  his  arrival  and  settlement,  have  been  j  brother,  or  friend,  he  was  not  surpassed  by 


already  stated. 


any  in  his  day.    His  townspeople  had  the 


He  certainly  v.as  the  chief  agent  in  the  t  utmost  confidence  in  him.     He  was  their 


settlement  of  the  town,  and  for  about  Ai) 
years  his  influence  was  I't-lt  in  almost  evrry 
movement.    He  built  the  first  framed  house  j  time  of  their  establishment  in  the  town. 


town  clerk  for  upwards  of  40  years;  and 
town  treasurer  and   postmaster,  from  tho 


in  the  town,  whioh  -food  where  the  late  Wm. 
Whitclaw's  house  now  stands. 


the  day  of  his  death.  He  had  always  great 
care  and  government  of  his  own  words  and 
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actions.  There  was  no  prido  or  passion  in 
his  intercourse  with  mankind,  hut  a  wonder- 
ful serenity  of  mind  and  evenness  of  temper 
were  visible  in  his  very  countenance.  His 
benevolence  and  philanthropy  were  always 
equal,  if  not  beyond  his  means.  He  was 
ready  on  all  occasions  to  administer  to  the 
necessities  of  every  one  he  saw  in  need. 
Few  men  have  been  more  beloved  in  life,  or 
more  lamented  in  death."  Jle  died  April 
29,  1820,  aged  81  years. 

John  Gray 
"Was  born  in  Ederslic,  near  Paisley,  "Renfrew- 
shire, Scotland,  in  174'.>.  At  the  age  of  23 
he  joined  the  Scotch-American  Company  of 
Farmers.  As  already  mentioned,  he  came 
with  others  to  Rycgate,  in  May.  1774.  On 
his  arrival  he  had  but  one  shilling  in  his 
pocket.  He  selected  a  lot  about  half  a  mile 
north  of  the  Corner,  on  which  he  erected  a 
log-cabin,  and  commenced  to  clear  the  land, 
but  spent  the  subsequent  winter  in  Newbury, 
ill  laboring  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 

In  1777  he  was  married  to  Jean  McFar- 
land,  by  whom  he  had  7  children,  5  of  whom 
died  in  1796  and  '97,  leaving  the  eldest 
daughter  and  one  next  the  youngest,  a  son. 
During  the  war  he  was  occasionally  molested 
by  the  Tories  and  Indians  passing  through 
this  part  of  the  country. 

He  was,  from  the  commencement  of  its 
settlement,  devoted  to  the  "mterests  of  the 
town.  Being  a  man  of  energy  and  decision 
of  character,  and  withal  generous  and  public 
spirited,  he  gained  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all,  and  occupied  a  prominent  position  in 
the  community.  Several  times  he  represent- 
ed the  town,  was  first  captain  of  the  militia, 
and  held  various  town  offices. 

He  was  an  efficient  elder  in  the  Associate 
Church,  and  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  divine 
right  of  the  Presbyterian  form  of  church 
government.  He  was  a  peace-maker.  "  He 
was,"  said  one  that  knew  him  well,  "the 
noblest  work  of  God — an  honest  man.  ' 

He  died  in  Nov.,  181t»,  leaving  a  widow,  a 
daughter  and  son — the  daughter  since  de- 
ceased. The  son,  William  Gray,  Esq.,  occu- 
pies the  homestead,  is  the  father  of  11,  and 
grandfather  of  40  children,  all  alive. 

Hrc.ii  Laiciilin 
Was  a  native  of  Irolaml.  who  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  tettlod  in  Ptvegate, 
Aug.  2,  1799.  Possessed  of  considerable  at- 
tainments, and  a  benevolent  heart,  he  soon 
rose  in  the  estimation  of  the  people.  Thrice 
he  represented  the  town,  was  many  years  a 


justice  of  the  peace,  for  a  long  time  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  bible  society,  and  a  dea- 
con in  the  Conirregational  Church.  He  died 
June  lh2t;,  in  the  »joih  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  3  children. 

Archibald  Park, 
Born  in  Scotl.md  in  1780.  came  to  Ryegate 
when  he  was  14  years  of  ape.  In  1806  he 
married  Margaret  Renfrew.  They  had  12 
children,  6  of  whom,  with  their  families, 
reside  in  town,  within  a  few  miles  of  each 
other. 

Mr.  Park  took  an  active  part  in  all  the 
public  movements  of  the  town,  was  several 
years  selectman,  many  years  justice  of  the 
peace,  an(l  at  different  times  overseer  of  the 
poor.  He  departed  this  life  Dec,  12,  1847, 
in  his  G8th  year.         .    ,        -       .  .  .. 

William  Ginsox, 
Born  in  Renfrewshire,  Scotland;  came  to 
Ryegate  with  a  family  of  9  children  (7  sons 
and  2  daughters),  in  June,  1801.  He  was  a 
quiet,  pcaceaWe,  and  useful  member  of  so- 
ciety, held  various  offices  in  the  town,  and 
1  was  also  an  exemplary  member  and  zealous 
i  office  bearer  in  the  Associate  Church,  Very 
generous  and  putdic  spirited,  he  contributed 
liberally  towar^is  the  support  of  the  gospel. 

All  his  chiMren,  except  one  son  and  a 
daughter,  settled  in  Ryegate,  and  with  one 
exception,  have  large  families.  Ilis  sons  and 
j  grandsons  are  for  the  most  part  thrifty  farm- 
i  ers,  and  honest,  upright  men. 
j  Mr.  Gibson  died  Jan.  2,  1844,  in  his  90th 
j  year.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  be- 
j  tween  50  and  ♦iO  great-grandchildren. 

James  Neilsox, 
Son  of  William  Neilson,  was  born  in  June, 
1779,  He  pos:4cssed,  in  a  high  degree,  the 
confidence  of  bis  townsmen.  He  represent- 
ed the  town  successive  years,  was  justice 
of  the  peace  many  years,  and  held  other  of- 
fices. 

In  1808  he  was  married  to  Agnes  Gibson. 
They  had  11  children.  His  son.  Dr.  William 
j  Neilson,  now  deceased,  was  an  eminent  phy- 
sician. In  early  life  he  became  a  member 
of  the  Associate  Church.  As  a  professor  he 
was  exemplary.  He  died  in  June,  1840,  in 
his  61st  year. 

John  Camfuon, 
A  native  of  Scotland,  came  to  ,\merica  and 
settled  in  Rygate  in  17'.'".     lie  purchased 
1000  acres  of  laud  in  the  western  part  of 
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the  town,  and  aflerwnrds  nt  the  Corner,  lA 
acres  of  John  Orr,  on  which  he  built  the  tirsi 
store  in  town.  The  hmd  is  now  owned  by 
his  son,  John  Cameron,  wliose  dwelling 
house  occupies  the  place  of  tlic  store.  He 
represented  the  town  nutre  than  lli  years, 
was  several  years  member  of  the  council,  a 
judge  in  1814,  and  although  a  Democrat,  he 
•was  retained  in  office  under  the  Federalists. 


the  principles  of  the  Associate  Presbyterifm 
churcli.  These  principles  he  espoiised  Home 
4()  years  since,  in  connection  with  the  A.sf«o- 
ciate  congref^ation  of  llyegate,  and  main- 
tained  them  with  an  unwavering  faith  unto 
the  last.  He  was  an  active  member  of  tiio 
congregation  in  the  weakness  of  its  early 
history,  and  in  its  struggles  of  a  later  day 
stood  firm  in  its  cause ;  was  liberal  in  his 


Judge  Cameron  was  a  man  of  large  mental  j  stipport  of  the  gospel,  and  not  only  sound 

but  strong  in  the  faith. 

He  was  ever  modest  and  humble,  but  under 
afflictive  providences,  and  in  times  of  danger, 
when  others  were  alarmed  and  disturbed, 
calm  and  peaceful  he  would  say,  "we  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  good  providence,"  and  there- 
fore neither  unduly  feared  nor  murmured. 
He  further  manifested  his  faith  by  a  truly 
Christian  deportment  in  all  his  relations  of 
life.  As  a  husband,  ever  tender  and  affec- 
tionate ;  as  a  parent,  maintaining  that  kind- 
ness and  intimacy  that  ever  endears;  as  a 
friend  and  neighbor,  peaceable  and  obliging; 
possessing  in  an  unusual  degree  that  Christ- 
ian courtesy  and  politeness  preceding  froia 
a  kind  and  generous  heart. 

Though  his  long  life  was  one  of  almost 
uninterrupted  good  health,  yet  he  had  ac- 
quired in  a  high  degree  the  patience  of  the 
saints,  which  is  usually  through  much  tribu- 
lation. This  he  ever  indicated  as  occasion 
offered,  but  especially  in  sickness,  a  severe 
attack  of  which  brought  him  near  to  the 

and 


endowments,  whose  intluence  was  not  only 
felt  in  the  community  where  he  reside<l,  but 
throughout  the  state.  He  died  in  18;;7,  aged 
76  years.  His  first  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  Stark. 

Jonathan  Cobuun, 
Was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  but  spent 
the  most  of  his  life  in  Ryegate,  his  father 
having  removed  to  Vermont  in  1780,  when 
he  was  hut  7  years  of  age.    At  the  age  of 
24,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the   Ref.    Presbyterian  church, 
becoming  satisfied  of  their  agrocablcness  to 
the  Scriptures,  he  embraced  them  by  public  ! 
profession  in  the  congregation  of  Ryegate,  | 
and  continued  an  upright  and  exemplary  { 
member  till  his  death.  January  3,  18G0.    He  j 
was  a  consistent  covenanter,  who  had  no  i 
sympathy  with  defection.    By  his  death  the  j 
church  sustained  a  great  loss,  where  as  an  j 
elder  he  was  an  active,  zealous,  and  faithful  j 
office  bearer  for  40  years,  exemplary  in  all  j 
his  attendance  upon  the  ordinances. 


I  gates  of  death  about  four  years  since, 
.       .     I  which  seemed  to  have  been  specially  designed 
He  was  moreover  a  peacemaker,  ottcn  in- ,     ^^-^^.  ^^.^^  j,-^  ^^^^        ^^^^^  preparatory 
struraental  in  removing  oflences  and  hcalmg  I     ^^.^  ^^^^  .^^^^^^^  ^^.j^.^j^      ^  ^^^^ 


divisions.  A  man  of  comjirehensive  benevo- 
lence, his  heart  was  full  of  love  to  all,  anil 
his  hand  ready  to  perform  kindness  to  any 
of  whom  he  knew  as  in  need.  He  also  look 
a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  cause  of 
missions,  sabbath  schools,  temperance,  an<l 
the  oppressed  Africans  in  our  land.  Ho  die>l 
as  he  lived.  "Let  me  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his." 
Mr.  Coburn  left  a  widow  and  several  child- 
ren. 

John  Neilson,  Es«^. 
by  bev.  jamks  m  aktkfr. 
In  Ryegate,  Sept.  tl  (is:.;??).  <licd  John 
Neilson,  Ilsq.,  in  the  7'.'th  year  of  his  age. 
Mr.  Neilson  was  born  in  the  memorable  year 


duced  the  strong  man  to  the  extremity  of 
death. 

A  few  days  before  his  death  he  remarked 
that  he  thought  he  could  say  with  another, 
that  he  would  place  all  his  good  deeds  in 
one  scale,  and  his  evil  in  another,  and  flee 
from  both  to  the  merits  of  his  Saviour.  Let 
us  then  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold 
the  upright?  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 
peace." 

James  Whitehill. 
by  rev.  james  millioan. 
The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in 
Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica about  the  year  1708,  and  was  for  many 
vears  a  rulinir  elder  in  the  Reformed  Pres- 


of  the  Declaration  of  Ameri^-an  lndej)t'nd- |  l.yterian  congregation  of  Ryegate  ;  was  cha- 


ence.  He  Avas  the  second  male  child  bora  \  ritable  to  the 
in  the  town  of  Ryegate.  aiid  iheref.>re  inti- |  of  the  gospel; 


poor,  and  liberal  in  support 
but  in  imparting  his  benefac- 


matelv  acquainted  wtih  its  »'arly  history.  ,  tions.  seemed  from  principle  to  shun  ostenta- 
He  was  born  of  rdiu^i-His  parents,  brouglit  j  tion. 

up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lt.r<l,  and  educated  in  '     His  habits  wore  those  of  industry,  sercni- 
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ty,  ami  piety.  Kvon  in  advanced  lite,  he 
was  "diligent  in  business,"  and  "fervent  in 
spirit."  His  modesty  and  dittidence  even  to 
a  fault,  was  probably  one  reason  why  he  did 
not  pursue  his  education  farther,  and  fill  a 
place  in  one  of  the  learned  professions,  for 
he  had  made  in  his  youth  considerable  pro- 
gress in  the  Latin  langua;re,  besides  having 
acquired  a  very  ample  English  education. 
He  was  well  supplied  with  religi<»us  books, 
which  he  read  with  great  care  and  spiritual 
discernment;  but  the  Bible  was  his  chief  de- 
light, especially  towards  the  close  of  his  life. 
On  his  death-bed  he  remarked  to  the  writer 
of  this,  that  in  secret  prayer,  morning  and 
evening,  he  had  great  comfort,  and  also  en- 
dured terrible  conflicts  with  the  adversary. 
"Many  a  time,"  said  he,  "the  adversary 
tried  to  drive  me  from  that  post,  but  by  the 
grace  of  God  did  not  prevail."  As  a  ruler  in 
Israel,  he  was  eminently  useful,  having  an 
extensive  knowledge  of  church  history  and 
government,  as  well  as  of  didactic  and  prac- 
tical theology.  His  attachment  to  truth  and 
ecclesiastical  order,  united  to  his  love  of 
peace,  made  his  services  invaluable.  Dur- 
ing his  last  illness  his  ejaculations  were  fre- 
quent and  transporting.  His  conver«atiotx 
became  more  and  visibly  in  heaven.  Kescrve 
was  laid  aside,  but  humility  continued,  add- 
ing weight  to  his  piety.  His  path  was  re- 
markably that  of  the  just,  which  "shineth 
more  unto  the  perfect  day."  A  short  time 
before  his  death  he  sent  for  his  pastor,  and 
requested  him  to  take  the  following  state- 
ment from  his  lips : 

**I  was  baptized  in  the  established  church 
of  Scotland,  and  before  I  was  20  years  of 
age,  renewed  the  baptismal  bans  avouching 
God  to  be  my  own  God  in  Christ.  Long  I 
felt  the  obligation  to  commemorate  Christ's 
dying  love,  but  was  afraid,  until  I  had  more 
evidence  that  I  had  passed  from  death  to 
life.  I  was  from  early  life  persuaded  that 
the  Revolution  was  not  so  pure  as  the  Re- 
formation Church,  but  delayed  joining  the 
latter  until  I  was  30  years  of  ago.    *    *  * 

"I  have  found  great  advantage  and  com- 
fort in  consecrating  and  keeping  my  birth- 
day as  a  day  of  fasting,  prayer,  an<l  self-de- 
dication. I  had  frci(uently  attended  to  this 
occasionally,  but  never  statedly,  until  about 
14  years  ago.  It  alFords  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  and  comparing  our  spiritual 
progress  from  year  to  year. 

"I  approve  of  the  American  Revolution. 
The  Colonies  had  a  right  to  be  free  from 
Great  Britain.  But  oh!  they  have  declared 
their  independence  <jf  God,  as  if  they  needed 


not  His  wisdom  to  direct,  nor  His  power  to 
protect  them.  The  nations  nee<l  to  be  taught 
their  dependence  upon  the  Lord,  and  allegi- 
ance to  the  I'rince  of  the  Kings  of  the  Earth. 
I  have  endeavored,  though  in  great  meek- 
ness, to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Cove- 
nanted Church  in  this  place.  *  *  *  * 
I  should  like  to  see  all  my  children  take  an 
active  and  growing  interest  in  the  Ueforma- 
tion  cause,  and  hope  they  will;  but  in  the 
meantime,  I  desire  to  say  with  David  — 
'though  my  house  bo  not  so  with  God,  yet 
hath  He  made  with  me  an  everlasting  cove- 
nant, ordered  in  all  things  and  sure.'  *  * 
I  have  no  desire  to  live  any  longer,  though  I 
do  not  despise  my  life.  I  think  it  lawful  to 
pray  for  an  easy  passage  throngh  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  bat  leave  it  alto- 
gether with  my  God,  who  has  been  with  me 
in  all  the  six  troubles  of  life,  and  who  will 
not  forsake  me  in  the  seventh.  *  *  ^  * 
Oh!  that  He  would  hasten  the  consumma- 
tion of  His  work,  sanctify  and  deliver  me 
from  this  body  of  sin  and  death,  and  take 
me  to  Himself,  all  through  Jesus  Christ  my 
Lord." 

CHURCH  HISTORY. 
The  Associate  Co.vgreoatiox,  now  the 
United  TREsnY.  Church  of  Ryegate. 

BY  REV.  TUOMAS  GOODWILLIE  OF  BARNET. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  period  the  Pres- 
byterian churches  of  Barnet  and  Ryegate 
were  formed,  but  they  were  organized  pre- 
vious to  177'J.  Before,  during  and  after  the 
Revolutionary  war,  several  Scotch  clergy- 
men came  and  preached  to  them  occasionally, 
and  sometimes  administered  bapti.^m.  Gen. 
Whirelaw  who  was  the  agent  of  that  com- 
pany, on  his  way  to  Ryegate  in  177;3,  called 
on  Rev.  Thomas  Clark,  a  Scutch  clergyman 
belonging  to  the  Associate  Presby.  Church, 
settled  in  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  Col.  Harvey, 
agent  of  the  Scotch  company  that  settled  in 
Barnet,  on  his  way  to  town  in  1774,  called 
also  upon  hita,  and  to  this  clergyman  John 
Gray  of  Byegate  traveled  on  foot  140  miles 
to  obtain  his  services.  He  iravc  them  a  fa- 
vorable answer  April  S.  177.">.  and  came  and 
preached  some  time  in'Barnet  and  Ryegate, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  stimmer  of  that  year. 
He  revisited  these  towns  two  or  three  times 
afterwards,  during  the  Hevolutionary  war. 

Dr.  Witherspoon,  pre>^ident  of  Princeton 
College,  N.  J.,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  a  member  of  congress, 
who  owned  lands  in  Ky<'gate.  N'rw  bi;ry  ;ui<l 
\Valdon,  and  whose  son  was  -ttiloa  iu  thu 
I  north  part  nf  Ryegate,  visited  this  part  of 
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the  country  three  times,  lirst  probably  in  '  and  settled  as  their  pastor,  June  lS:;i) 
177.'),     In  17J<2  hp  preached  in  Uyc;;iito  and   by  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  fambridi:.. 


Barnet,  and  baptized  some  children.  He 
returned  in  1780  to  this  part  of  the  country. 

Rev.  Hugh  White,  a  iScotch  clerfryman, 
preached  in  Ryegale  at  tlie  end  of  I77'J. 

Rev.  Peter  Powers,  Knalish  Presbyterian 


Mr.  Goodwillie,  their  former  pastor,  giv  ii;; 
him  the  pastoral  charge.  He  was  the  son  ui 
the  eminent  Rev.  Alexander  Pringle,  wh., 
was  for  more  than  60  years  pastor  of  the  As- 
sociate Congregation  of  Perth,  Scotland,  un<l 


clergyman,  settled  in  Newbury  from  1705  to  j  married  to  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Alexander 
1784,  preached  occasionally  in  Ryegate,  and  I  Bullions,  D.  D.,  being  the  granddaughter  of 
probably  in  Barnet  during  that  period. 

Previous  to  1779,  the  congregations  of 
Barnet  and  Ryegate  were  associated  in  joint 
endeavors  to  obtain  preachers.  In  that  year 
a  petition  Avas  sent  fronj  Ryegate  to  the 
church  in  Newbury,  to  obtain  a  share  of  the 
ministerial  labors  of  Rev.  Peter  Powers. 
Rev.  Robert  Annan  preached  in  these  tovv-ns 
in  1784,  and  returned  next  year.  Rev.  Da- 
vid Annan  preached  in  Barnet  and  Ryegate, 
in  1785.     Rev.  John  Hui^ton  was  present 


Mr.  Goodwillie.  The  greatest  number  of 
members  at  one  time  was  140.  Mr.  Pringltj 
ministered  till  1852.  The  congregation,  how- 
ever, divided  in  1840.  Rev.  James  McAr- 
thur  ministered  in  Ryegate  one-half  of  the 
time,  from  1846  till  1857,  when  he  resigned. 
The  congregation,  after  serious  difficulties, 
is  now  happily  united.  The  town  hall  and 
meeting  house,  finished  in  1800,  was  the  only 
church  edifice  in  Ryegate  till  1825,  when  the 
Associate  congregation  built  a  good  chm-ch 


with  the  session  of  Barnet,  August  i51,  1786,  i  on  a  fine  site  at  Ryegate  Corner. 


when,  the  record  says,  a  petition  was 
drawn  up  by  the  elders  of  Barnet  and  Rye- 
gate, and  preferred  to  tlie  Associate  (Ref, ) 
Presbytery,  to  sit  at  Peteri^boro*,  Sept,  27, 


May  21,  1801,  Barnet  and  Ryegate  con- 
gregations were  included  in  the  Associate 
Presbytery  of  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  to  which 
they  belonged  till  July  10,  1840,  when  they 


1786,  earnestly  desiring  one  of  their  nural)er  !  were  included-  in  the  Associate  Presbytery 


might  be  sent  to  preach,  visit,  and  catechize 
the  two  congregations,  and  ordain  elders  at 
Barnet."  Accordingly  the  Presbytery  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Huston  for  that  purpose.  In 
pursuance  thereof,  Mr.  Huston  came  in  Oc- 
tober following,  and  visited  and  catechized 
the  greater  portion  of  the  congregations.  He 
remained  till  May,  1787,  preaching  in  Bar- 
net  and  Ryegate,  and  returned  in  November, 
1788. 

In  1789  and  1790,  Rev.  Mr.  Goodwillie  of 
Barnet,  preached  occasionally  at  Ryegate. 


of  Vermont.    (See  Barnet,  p.  287.) 

The  Reformed  Pkesbyterian  Congrega- 
TioJr  (Old  School)  of  Ryegate. 

BY  rev.  JAMES  M.  BEATTIE. 

This  congregation  was  organized  in  1798 
or  1799.  About  the  time  that  Rev.  Wm. 
Gibson,  who  was  driven  from  Ireland,  be- 
cause of  his  republican  firmness,  and  parti- 
cipation with  the  United  ]Men,  emigrated  to 
this  country,  and  preached  in  Ryegate.  lu 
1800,  the  Covenanters,  then  few  and  feeble, 


And  this  church,  from  his  seitlcnieiit  in  170O:  not  numbering  more  than  8  in  full  commu- 
(see  Barnet  Ecclesiastidil  J/urfort/,   pp.  '2i)o 
and  206),  received  one-sixth  of  his  labors 
till  1822. 

For  32  years  ^Ir.  Goodwillie  was  diligent 
in  preaching,  pastoral  visitati<«n  of  familiesi, 
and  public  catechising^ 
fulfill  his  appointment 
prevented  by  sickness. 


nion,  gave  Mr.  Gib.-jon  a  call,  which  he  ac- 
cepted. He  labored  among  them  with  some 
success  until  1805,  when  his  connection  with 
them  was  dissolved. 

While  vacant,  Rev.  Jas.  Milligan  preached 
and  never  tailed  to  |  for  them  by  Presbyterial  appointment,  and 
'\cept  twice,  when  j  in  1817,  became  their  pastor.    The  number 
During  this  time,  [  of  members  at  this  time  was  80.    Mr.  Milli- 
however,  they  occasionally  ha-1  preachers  '  gan's  labors  were  very  abundant.    He  not 


sent  to  them  by  the  Presbytery.    In  1S()9, 
they  gave  Mr.  Muskat.  an<l  in  is]:;.  Mr. 
Francis  Pringle.  Jr.,  calN.  but  they  soul 
in  other  congregations.    In  l^Jli.  Rev.  Thos. 
Ferrier  was  ordained,  and  f.iiled  as  their 


their  pastor.  He  resigned  in  ISJ,").  In  18:17, 
Rev.  Thomas  Bevcridge  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  A-^-oeiate  congregation  of 
Ryegate,  but  did  not  aeeejft  tl»e  call. 


only  cultivated  his  own  field,  but  for  many 
years  he  visited  and  preaclied  to  the  congre- 
1  gat  ions  in  Topsham  and  Craft  sbury.  He 
continued  to  labor  among  the  people  in  Rye- 
gate till  1840,  when  he  received  and  accepted 
a  call  from  New  Alexandria,  Pa.  The  con- 
gregation again  became  vacant,  and  remained 
destitute  of  a  pastor  for  4  years.  It  was, 
however,  for  part  of  that  time  supplied  with 


After  being  a  coii-idei  able  ilnu.-  supplied  preac-hiug,  I)y  Presbytery,  In  the  winter  of 
by  Rev.  William  Pringle,  he  was  ord.iiued  ,  181;'.  and  '44,  James  M.  Beattie,  a  licentiate, 
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preached  to  them,  and  in  the  sprin<?  received 
a  unanimou.s  call,  which  was  by  him  accept- 
ed. In  June,  Mr.  Beat  tie  was  ordaineil  and 
installed  in  the  pastoral  char<;e  ol"  the  united 
congregations  of  Ryegate  and  Barnet.  tlie 
Barnet  congregation  having  united  with 
Ryegate  in  the  call. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Beattie's  settlement, 
these  congregations  were  in  a  somewhat 
broken  and  scattered  condition.  Owing  to 
the  troubles  that  arose  towards  the  close  of 
Mr.  Milligan's  pastorate  here,  they  had  de- 
ci'eased  in  numbers.  In  Ryegate  there  wore 
only  82  communicants,  when  .Mr.  Beattie 
took  the  spiritual  charge. 

By  the  blessing  of  God,  the  people  soon 
became  more  united,  and  a  new  impulse  was 
given  to  the  cause. 

Some  very  valuable  members  have  been 
called  to  the  congregation  of  the  upper 
sanctuary,  but  others  have  arisen  whom  we 
trust  will  fill  their  places.  The  sabbath 
school,  in  connection  with  Ryegate  congre- 
gation, promises  to  do  much  good. 

Besides  supporting  their  pastor,  the  people 
contribute  yearly  to  aid  the  funds  of  the 
foreign  and  domestic  missions,  and  of  the 


respecting  the  use  of  the  elective  franchise. 
One  party  maintaining  that  those  who  exer- 
cised the  elective  franchise  under  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Stales,  ought  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  discipline  of  the  church,  th« 
other  maintaining  that  this  should  be  made 
a  matter  of  forbearance.  Tliis  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  two  separate  synods,  each 
claiming  to  be  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  This  unhappy  division 
occurred  in  the  year  IS'V.i.  Its  intiuence  was 
soon  felt  in  the  congregation  in  Ryegate;  and 
ultimately  in  the  year  1843,  the  congregation 
were  divided  in  respect  to  this  question  of 
using  the  elective  franchise.  Those  in  the 
congregation  who  believed  that  the  exercise 
of  this  political  privilege,  ought  not  of  itself, 
to  be  regarded  as  a  sufhcieut  ground  for 
church  censMire.  gave  in  their  adherence  to 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  were  by  that  body  recog- 
nised as  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation of  Ryegate,  in  connection  with  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  North  America.  We  have 
thus  stated  (as  we  believe  impartially),  the 
ground  of  the  division  which  took  place  in 


Theological  Seminary.  Since  the  settlement  i  the  congregation,  respecting  the  elective 
of  the  present  minister  80  have  been  added  i  frt'nchise  ;  we  have  also  defined,  as  distinct- 
to  the  congregation  ;  and  notwitlistanding  1  h'  as  we  could,  the  position  occupied  by  the 
the  losses  that  have  been  sustained  in  re- i  i^ttngregat ion  with  which  we  stand  connected, 
movals  and  deaths,  there  are  at  present  120  i  I^  would  evidently  be  out  of  place  in  a  work 
members..  jlike  the  present,  to  enter  into  any  particular 

j  defence  of  the  ground  which  we  occupy  as  a 
The  Reformed  PRESBTTnRiAN  Congrega- However  willing  we  might  be 
"  TiON  OF  Ryegate,  in  co.nnectio.n  with  tiik  j  ^^^-^      ^^^^^^  circumstances,  yet  in  the 

General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Pres-  |  Pi*^scnl  connection,  as  a  matter  of  taste  and 
BYTERIAN  CuuRCH  IX  NoRTH  AMERICA.      j  courtesy,  wc  confinc  ourselves  to  a  simple 

i  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 


BY  REV.  JOHN  BOLE,  PASTOR. 


In  the  year  ISIS,  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Hill, 
•  The  origin  of  the  Reformed  Presl)yterian  |  was  onlained  pastor  over  the  congregation. 
Church  in  Ryegate,  is  nearly  coeval  with  tlie  j  Mr.  Hiil  continued  to  labor  in  Ryegate  with 
first  settlement  of  the  town  itself.  The  tirst  j  much  zeal  and  acceptance  for  upwards  of 
pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Gibson,  was  settled  in  j  three  years,  when  he  was  removed  to  another 
the  year  1798.  Mr.  Gibson  labored  faith-  |  tield  of  labor.  The  present  pastor  was  or- 
fully  and  successfully  in  building  up  a  Re- j  dained  over  the  congregation,  in  the  year 
formed  Presbyterian  congregation  uiaongst  j  18>}.  He  has  had  much  comfort  in  his  pas- 
the  early  settlers  in  Ryegate.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  James  Milligan,  who  was 
translated  fi'om  Coldinghani  to  Uyegate  in  j  sustained  all  the  time  at  South  Ryegate,  a 


I  toral  connection  with  his  people.  There  are 
I  now  i;3o  members  on  the  roll.    Preaching  is 


the  year  1817.  Mr.  Milligan  spent  a  long 
and  useful  pastorate  among-t  tlie  green  hills 
of  Vermont,  and  the  seed  which  he  sowed 
here  amid  much  toil  and  trouble  is  .«till 
bringing  forth  fruit  to  ti.'c  Ma-tcr  s  praise. 
Mr.  Milligan  removed  from  Kyetraie,  leaving 
the  congregation  vacant,  in  IS^'J.  In  the 
meantime  a  divisi(»n  had  taken  place  in  the 
Rcforme(l  Presbyterian  church  in  America, 


sabbath  school  is  in  successtul  operation, 
and  a  large  and  valuable  library  is  esta- 
blished in  connection  with  the  congregation. 
In  reviewing  our  history  there  as  a  congre- 
gation, from  the  beginning  down  to  the 
present  time,  surely  wo  have  abundant  rea- 
son to  erect  o\ir  '*  Kbenezer,"  and  inscribe 
upon  it,  "Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
us." 
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ELEGIAC  EXTRACT. 
On  Rev.  David  Goodwtllie,  who  died  Aug. 
2,  1830. 

BY  MAEY  JANE  LADGULIN. 
**I  bate  waltwi  for  thy  salvation,  0  Lord."— ^(jn.  lUX,  18. 
And  long  thou  waitedst,  venerable  man, 
While  more  than  eighty  circling  periods  ran, 
Full  fifty  years   through  many  a  dreary 
scene, 

Proclaimed  a  Saviour's  grace  with  modest 
mien, 

While  Time,  his  desolating  havoc  spread, 

Stood  at  thy  work  and  choose  still  to  remain. 

Pleased  with  God's  service  to  thy  latest  year. 

Not  long  ago,  did  I  behold  thee  stand. 
With  consecrated  symbols  in  thy  hand. 
With  hoary  head,  with  aspect  kind  and  meek. 
The  tears  fast  flowing  down  thy  aged  cheek. 
Discoursing  of  thy  Saviour's  dying  love, 
And  pointing  to  the  boundless  bliss  above, 
Like  pilgrim  past  the  dangers  of  the  way, 
Almost  at  home,  thy  looks  appeared  to  say, 
**  My  friends  no  more  will  I  partake  with 

you, 

TDl  we  in  heaven  our  intercourse  renew  " 


WHERE  ? 

BT  CAKEIE  8.  GIBSON. 

Where  can  I  look  for  peace,  to  heal 
My  weary  soul;  and  sorrow  steal 
^rom  out  my  mind,  and  heaven  reveal  ? 
In  the  Bible? 

What  Book,  unto  our  hearts  doth  bring 
Good  cheer;  and  never  leaves  a  sting; 
And  give  us  hope,  God's  praise  to  sing  ? 
The  Bible. 

SONG  OF  THE  INVALID. 

BY  CARRIE  S.  GIBSON. 


I'd  love  to  wandor  with  some  friend. 
Some  dear,  congenial,  tender  soul ; 

And  view  the  blessings  God  doth  send, 
And  watch  the  bright  waves  gleam  and  roll. 

But  ah  !  it  may  not  —  can  not  be. 

And  I  must  try  to  bow  in  love  ; 
To  leave  my  lot,  0  God,  to  thee, 

And  hope  for  happiness  above. 

MEMORIES. 

BY  MRS.  M.  S.  BEATTIE. 

Like  gleams  of  the  far-off  heavenly  — 

One  by  one  in  vision  bright, 
How  the  by-gone  memories  come, 

To  brighten  the  spirit's  night. 
I  am  kissing  now  a  dimpled  cheek, 

I  am  smoothing  golden  hair, 
I  am  thinking  now,  with  a  mother's  pride, 

My  babe  is  wond'rous  fair. 

Two  little  snow-white  arms  of  love, 

Hold  me  in  a  so'ft  embrace, 
Two  tender  eyes  of  the  sweetest  blue 

Look  up  to  my  happy  face. 

But  the  twilight  deepens  to  night, 
And  I  hear  the  wind's  low  moan; 

And  it  whispers  sad  as  it  passes  by, 
'*  Alone,  young  mother,  alone !  " 

0 !  it  is  true  that  the  sunshine  fled, 
That  lighted  our  home  so  bright ; 

0!  it  is  true  that  the  music  died. 

When  those  lips  grew  still  and  white. 


An  invalid,  we  have  been  told,  for  many 
years;  yet  the  first  one  to  send  the  Quarterly  \ 

,  ,    X.        r>  1   1     •„  ^  iTr,«Ki^  i«  I  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  St.  Johnsbury, 

a  club  from  Caledonia  county,    unable  to  '  ^ 


ST.  JOHNSBUEY. 

Lat.  44°  27^     Long.  72°  V  W. 

BY  EDWARD  T.  FAIRBANKS. 

Prior  to  the  independence  of  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  and  16  years  before  the  settle- 
ment of  St.  Johnsbury,  a  tract  of  land  on 
Passumpsic  river  was  granted  by  King 
George  III,  to  certain  of  his  "loving  sub- 
jects of  the  Province  of  New  York."  This 
tract  contained  39,000  acres — including  the 


go  out  into  the  neighborhood  around,  slie  i 
laid  the  enterprize  before  her  visitors.  Wa; 
appreciatingly  commemorate  this  fair  exam-  i 
pie  of  practical  sympathy,  and  che«.-rliilly  | 
find  a  modest  niche  in  the  department  of  her  ; 
birthtown  for  this  dear  girl :  I 

I'd  love  to  climb  the  mountains  high. 
To  wander  thro'  tlie  vulk'vs  green. 

To  look  athwart  the  azure  sky. 
And  o'er  the  hikelet's  silver  sheen. 


together  with  a  portion  of  Concord  and 
Waterford — was  granted  to  39  petitioners 
under  leadership  of  John  Woods  and  Wra. 
Swan,  an<l  formally  chartered  by  Cadwal- 
l;idcr  Colden,  who  in  1770  was  governor 
general  of  New  York.  The  charter  was 
issued  at  New  York  city  on  the  8th  August, 
1770;  and  in  lionor  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore, 
who  on  the  ll»th  October  following  was  ap- 
pointed umlcn-  his  majesty,  governor  of  the 
province,  the  new  township  received  the 
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name  of  Duninorc.  From  this  documerit, 
\vbicli  is  atill  preserved  in  the  State  Hall  at 
Albany,  the  following  sections  are  tran- 
scribed : 

**  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God — 
of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth — To  all  to 
whom  these  Presents  shall  conic.  Greeting: 

**  Whereas  our  loving  subjects  John  Woods 
and  William  Swan  in  beliulf  of  themselves 
and  their  Associates,  by  their  humble  jacta- 
tion presented  unto  our  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Cadwallader  Golden  Esquire,  our 
Lieut.  Governor,  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  our  Province  of  New  York  and  the  terri- 
tories depending  thereon  in  America — and 
read  in  our  Council  for  our  said  Province  on 
the  31st  day  of  Jan.  now  last  past — did  set 
forth  among  other  things — Thct  the  Peti- 
tioners had  discovered  a  certain  Tract  of 
vacant  Land  situate  on  the  West  Branch  of 
Connecticutt  River  in  the  County  of  Glou- 
cester, within  our  said  Province,  containing 
about  39,000  acres,  and  that  the  said  Lands 
are  not  included  in  any  grant  heretofore 
made  by  the  Gov,  of  New  Hampshire  and 
are  still  lying  vacant  and  vested  in  us. 

*•  Know  ye.  That  of  our  especial  Grace,  and 
certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  Motion,  we 
have  given,  granted,  ratified  and  confirmed, 
and  do  by  these  Presents,  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  give,  grant,  ratify  and  con- 
firm to  them,  the  aforesaid  John  Woods, 
William  Swan  and  Associates  their  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  —  All  that  Tract  of 
Land  aforesaid  set  out,  abutted,  bounded 
and  described  in  the  Manner  and  Form  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  all  and  singular  the 
Tenements,  Hereditaments,  Emoluments  and 
Appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  or  ap- 
pertaining, and  also  our  Estate,  Right, 
Title,  Interest,  Possession,  Claim  and  De- 
mand whatever  of,  in,  and  to  the  same 
lands  and  Premises,  and  every  Part  and 
Parcle  thereof.  And  the  Reversion  and 
Reversions,  Remainder  and  Remainders, 
Rents,  Issues  and  Profits  thereof,  and  of 
every  Part  and  Parcle  thereof — Except,  and 
always  reserved  out  of  this  our  present 
Grant  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  Successors 
forever.  All  Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver  and 
also  all  White  or  other  Sorts  of  Pine  Trees 
fit  for  Masts,  of  the  growth  of  24  inches 
diameter  and  upward  at  12  inches  from  the 
Earth,  for  Masts  for  the  lioyal  Navy  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  Successors — To  their  only  pro- 
per and  separate  Use  and  Behoof  respect- 
ively forever  as  Teii:iiits  in  common  and  not 
as  joint  Tenants.    Yielding,  rendering,  and 


paying  therefor  yearly  and  every  year  for- 
ever unto  us  our  heirs  and  Successors,  at 
our  Custom  House  in  our  City  of  New  York, 
unto  us,  our  or  their  Collector  or  Receiver 
General  there  for  the  time  being,  on  the 
Feast  of  Annunciation  of  the  lUessed  Virgin 
Mary,  commonly  called  Lady  Day — the 
yearly  Rent  of  two  shillings  and  Six  pence 
Sterling,  for  each  and  every  100  acres  of  the 
above  granted  lands,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  every  lesser  Quantity  thereof.  And  we 
do  by  our  especial  Grace,  and  certain  Know- 
ledge and  meer  Motion,  erect,  create,  and 
constitute  the  Tract  or  Parcle  of  Land  herein 
granted  and  every  Part  and  Parcle  thereof, 
a  Township,  forever  hereafter  to  be  and 
continue,  and  remain — and  by  the  Name  of 
DuNMORE  forever  hereafter  to  be  called  and 
known.  And  for  the  better  and  more  easily 
carrying  on  and  managing  the  public  Affairs, 
and  Business  of  the  said  Township,  our 
Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  that  there  shall 
be  forever  in  the  said  Township,  2  Assessors, 
1  Treasurer,  2  Overseers  of  Highways,  2 
Overseers  of  Poor,  1  Collector  and  4  Con- 
stables, Elected  and  chosen  out  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  said  Township,  yearly  and 
every  year  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  at 
the  most  publick  place  in  said  Township,  by 
the  majority  of  the  Freeholders  thereof, 
then  and  there  met  and  Assembled  for  that 
purpose.  In  testimony  whereof.  We  have 
caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent 
and  the  Great  Seal  of  our  Province  to  be 
hereunto  affixed.  Witness  our  said  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Cadwallader  Colden  Es- 
quire, our  said  Lieut.  Gov.  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  of  New  York, 
and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in 
America.  At  our  Fort  in  our  City  of  New 
York,  the  Eighsh  day  of  -Vug.  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy,  and  of  Our  Reign  the  Tenth. 

Signed,  &c. 
The  conditions  of  the  above  grant  were  as 
follows  :  '*That  some  or  one  of  the  grantees 
should  within  three  years  next  after  date, 
settle  on  the  tract  granted,  so  many  families 
as  should  amount  to  one  family  for  every 
1000  acres  of  land — or  plant  or  effectually 
cultivate  at  the  end  of  three  years,  at  least 
three  acres  for  every  oO  acres  of  land  grant- 
ed capable  of  cultivation."*  That  no  one 
should  <'by  their  Privity,  consent  or  Pro- 
curement, fell,  cut  down,  or  destroy  any  of 
the  Pine  Trees  suitable  for  the  Royal  Navy. 
Otherwise  the  ilrant  should  be  void,  and  the 
land  should  rtvert  to,  and  be  vested  in  iho 
Grantors." 
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Whether  any  of  the  gninteos  undertook 
the  fultillnient  of  these  ootnlitions,  we  are 
not  informed,  but  it  is  hij;hly  probable  that 
the  ditfioultics  which  .shortly  after  arose  in 
adjusting  the  claims  of  landed  i)roprietors 
in  New  Hampshire  grants,  prevented  the 
actual  settlemeut  and  tillage  of  the  Dunmore 
lands. 

Seven  years  after  the  grant  of  Dunmore, 
the  state  of  Vermont  threw  olF  her  shackles, 
and  declared  herself  an  independent  sove- 
reignty. In  the  conflict  which  thence  arose 
respecting  the  right  of  lands  granted  under 
the  seal  of  neighboring  states,  a  board  of 
commissioners  was  appointed  to  adjust  the 
claims  of  the  New  York  grantees.  These 
latter  had  the  choice  of  paying  ten  cents 
per  acre  on  their  lands,  and  retaining  them, 
or  giving  up  their  title  thereto  and  removing 
to  new  grants  in  western  New  York.  Pro- 
bably most  of  the  grantees  of  Dunmore  sold 
or  relinquished  their  claims  iu  Vermont,  and 
settled  in  other  quarters  From  records 
preserved  at  Albany,  we  learn  that  the  town- 
ship lines  had  been  surveyed  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  the  charter,  and  that  two  war- 
rants of  surveys  had  been  tikd  on  the  first 
of  January,  1770,  but  the  field  books  of  the 
surveyor  general  from  this  quarter  are  not 
found.  We  learn  further,  from  a  petition 
presented  to  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state  in  1787,  by  one  Moses  Little,  that  the 
proprietors  of  Dunmore  had  completed  the 
lotting  out  of  the  township,  and  that  this 
had  been  done  at  great  expense.  The  same 
petition  proceedeth  to  show  "that  the  Peti- 
tioner, not  in  the  least  doubting  that  the 
said  Grant  had  been  legally  made  by  the 
said  Governor  of  New  York,  had  purchased 
at  a  very  high  Price,  Ten  Thousand  Acres  of 
Land  in  the  said  Dunmore,  situate  about 
20  miles  north  of  Newbury  in  the  Co.  of 
Orange.  That  since  the  State  of  Vermont 
had  Exercised  Jurisdiction,  the  wiiole  of 
said  Tract  of  Land  had  been  granted  by  the 
said  St.  of  Vt.  to  the  Proprietors  of  St.  Johns- 
borough  and  other  towns,  whereby  the  Peti- 
tioner hath  suffered  greatly  by  the  loss  of 
his  property,  and  hath  no  redress  besides 
applying  to  the  Hon.  As-^euibly  of  the 
State."  This  comprises  all  that  c.'^n  be 
found  relative  to  the  township  of  Diitnnore. 
On  a  map  of  "His  Mnjesiit-s'  Province  of 
New  York,"  publishoil  in  London  aliout 
1779,  may  be  seen  this  town-hip,  located  ac- 
cording to  the  boundaries  dcsiL^natc  d  in  the 
grant,  on  either  side  of  the  Passumpsic  lowest 
branch  of  Connect icut  i,  and  extending  on 
the  east  nearly  to  the  bimndary  line  of  New 


Hampshire.    It  is  not  known  that  any  per- 
manent settlements  were  made  within  iti 
limits,  until  the  year  immediately  precediiij^ 
Gov.  (Miittendeu's  charter  of  St.  .Jolinsbury. 
j  It  is  certain  however,  that  the  valley  of  the 
j  Passumpsic  was  often  traversed  by  survey - 
I  ors,  hunters  and  trappers,  and  had  probably 
been  spied  out  and  examined  by  the  future 
proprietors  of  St.  Johnsbury,  sometime  be- 
I  fore  its  forests  had   been  opened  by  the 
squatter's  axe. 

i  On  the  27th  October,  178G,  Thos.  Chitten- 
1  den,  then  in  the  10th  year  of  his  service  as 
i  governor  of  Vermont,  made  an  official  grant 
I  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold  and  associates,  of  a 
j  tract. of  land  in  old  Orange  county,  to  be 
i  known  as  the  *^ Township  of  St.  Johnsbury." 
1  The  shorter  and  more  euphonious  name 
which  Cadwallader  Colden  had  bestowed  on 
this  tract  in  1770,  and  by  which  he  thought 
j  to  immortalize  the  memory  of  the  British 
j  earl,  was  now  repudiated  by  the  less  loyal 
I  mountaineers,  who  had  already  assumed  the 
i  control  of  the  state.  Among  the  French 
I  people  they  had.  found  a  man,  whose  love  of 
I  liberty,  and  di-^^iaterested  friendship  for  the 
i  Green  Mountain  State,  challenged  their  re- 
I  spect,  and  won  their  gratitude,  and  as  a 
!  most  appropriate  testimony  of  their  regard 
j  for  his  character  and  services,  the  new 
{  township  was  named  the  borough  or  town  of 
;  St.  John  de  Crevecoeur,  the  French  consul  at 
I  New  York.  This  was  done  at  the  suggestion 
;  of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  who  was  a  warm  per- 
;  sonal  friend  of  St.  John,  and  who  success- 
i  fully  advocated  the  claims  of  the  latter 
;  before  the  governor  and  council.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  addressed  by  St.  John  to  Gen. 
Allen,  evinces  in  a  striking  manner  the 
I  characteristics  of  the  man,  besides  contain- 
ing an  allusion  to  the  name  in  question : 
I  New  York,  31st  May,  A.  D.  1785. 

j     "  Gen.  Allen :    In  consequence  of  the  leave 
!  you  have  givea  me,  with  pleasure  I  will  com- 
!  municate  to   you  the   following  thoughts, 
;  earnestly  desiring  you'd  be  persuaded  that 
they  have  not  been  dictated  by  any  vanity  or 
,  foolish  presumption,  but  by  a  sincere  and 
i  honest  desire  of  being  somewhat  useful  to  a 
I  state  for  the  industry  and  energy  of  which  I 
have  a  great  respect.    I  am  an  American  by 
a  law  of  this  state  passed  in  the  year  17G8. 
I  have  lived  and  dwelled  in  it  ever  since.  I 
:  marricil  in  1770.    I  have  three  children.  X 
have  drained  :;()00  acres  of  Bog  Meadow, 
;  built  a  house,  cleared  many  acres  of  land, 
I  planted  a  great  orchard.     I  have  had  the 
:  pleasure  of  publishing  in   Europe  a  work 
!  which  has  been  well  received  by  the  public; 
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wherein  many  interesting  facts  are  recorded 
of  the  bravery,  patience  iiinl  suflerin<j;  of  the 
Americans  in  the  prosecution  of  their  lust 
war.  Such,  dear  sir,  are  the  titles  whereon 
I  presume  to  found  and  establish  the  liberty 
I  am  now  taking.  First,  I  offer  to  have  the 
seal  of  your  state  elegantly  engraven  on 
silver  by  the  king's  best  engraver,  and  to 
change  somewhat  the  devices  thereof.  I  offer 
with  pleasure  to  get  another  engraved  for 
the  college  which  tlje  state  of  Vermont 
intends  erecting,  and  I  will  take  upon 
myself  the  imagining  of  the  device  thereof. 

1  will  do  my  best  endeavors  to  procure  from 
the  king  some  marks  of  his  bounty  and  some 
useful  presents  for  the  above  college.  If  the 
general  approves  Avhat  I  told  him  formerly 
concerning  national  gratitude  and  the  simple 
though  efficacious  way  of  showing  it  to  such 
French  characters  as  have  amply  deserved 
it,  no  opportunity  can  be  so  favorable  as  the 
present,  since  new  counties  and  districts  will 
soon  be  laid  out.  If  the  general  dont  think 
it  too  presumptuous,  in  order  to  answer  what 
he  so  kindly  said  respecting  names,  I  would 
observe  that  the  name  of  *SV.  John  being  al- 
ready given  to  many  places  in  this  country, 
it  might  be  contrived  by  the  appellation  of 
St.  Johmhury.  But  the  most  flattering 
honor  that  the  citizens  of  Vermont  could 
confer  on  me  would  be,  to  be  naturalized  a 
citizen  of  that  state,  along  with  my  8  child- 
ren—  America  Francis  St.  John,  William 
Alexander  St.  John,  Philip  Lewis  St.  John. 
As  isoon  as  any  resolution  will  be  taken  to- 
wards giving  to  the  new  townships  and  dis- 
tricts, some  of  the  new  names,  I  ear»estly 
beg  the  general  would  write  the  account  of 
it,  which  I  should  beg  of  him  to  send  me  by 

2  or  3  different  ways,  so  that  I  should  not 
fail  to  have  that  part  of  it  translated  and  put 
into  the  French  newspapers  with  the  name 
of  the  general.  "Wishing  your  state  every 
prosperity,  your  good  governor  and  council 
and  yourself,  my  dear  sir.  I  take  my  sin- 
cere leave  of  you,  and  beg  you  will  lo(»k  on 
me  as  a  true  friend  and  your  very  humble 
servant,  St.  John." 

From  Allen's  reply  to  tlje  above  we  extract 
the  following : 

"Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Vermont  I 
return  you  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  j 
done  me  and  them  in  your  correspondence  1 
and  assure  you  tliat  we  esteem  it  a  great  i 
honor  to  be  noticed  by  the  Fri  nrh  mtfion,  the  j 
guarantees  of  Atnerican  indijifndtnre.  more  os-  | 
pecially  as  we  are  not  as  yet  confVderatiMl  I 
with  the  United  States,  and  we  tiatter  our- I 
solves  that  a  mutual  interchange  of  friend-! 


ship  and  good  offices  muounts  nearly  to  an 
alliance.  We  have  not  as  yet  maile  an  ac- 
curate pbm  or  map  of  the  state,  but  are  now 
doinii  it,  wliicli,  when  done,  we  will  send  to 
France,  to  be  coiupletod  by  the  king's  en- 
graver with  the  seal  of  the  state,  as  you  pro- 
posq.  With  regard  to  the  other  matters,  the 
I)eople  of  Vermont  confide  in  Mr.  St.  John, 
aud  are  his  humble  servants.  1  should  have 
written  you  much  earlier  could  1  have  ob-  ^ 
tained  an  opportunity  of  laying  the  subject 
of  your  letter  before  the  governor  and  council 
of  the  state,  which  I  iiave  since  done.  They 
readily  conceived  your  good  intentions,  and 
nothing  will  be  wanting  on  their  part  to  pro- 
mote your  laudable  requests  in  every  parti- 
j  cular. 

I     "I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  with  every 
I  sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem, 
j     "  Your  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 
i  "Ethan  Allen." 

Besides  St.  Johnsbury,  the  names  of  Dan- 
ville and  Vergennes  we're  adopted  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  St.  John. 

The  township  of  St.  Johnsbury,  which  was 
granted  to  the  petitioners  "for  the  due  en- 
couragement of  their  laudable  designs,  and 
for  other  valuable  considerations  thereunto 
moving,"  comprised  71  equally  divided  rights,  • 
each  right  including  810  acres,  1  rood,  22 
poles,  the  Avhole  being  estimated  at  21,167 
acres.  Besides  the  rights  appropriated  to 
the  several  grantees,  we  find  one  71st  part 
reserved  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  or  college, 
and  the  same  for  the  use  of  county  grammar 
schools  in  the  state.  Also  "lands  to  the 
amount  of  one  71st  part  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement  of  a  minister  or  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  said  township,  and  the  same 
amount  for  the  support  of  an  English  school 
or  schools  in  the  said  township."  The  two 
first  mentioned  reservations  were  to  be  under 
the  control  and  disposal  of  the  state  assem- 
bly, the  latter  to  be  hx'ated  '^justly  and 
equitably  or  quantity  for  (|ualiiy  "  in  such 
parts  «of  the  townshijt  as  wouKl  b  ast  incom- 
mode the  settlenu'iit  thcveol".  At  the  first 
proprietors'  meeting  it  was  determined  that 
the  college  and  grammar  school  reservations 
should  include  two  full  rights  in  tlie  extreme 
north-eastern  corner  of  t lie  town  —  the  others 
were  variously  loc.-itfd.  in  no  case  comprising 
more  than  one-third  of  the  satue  right.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  in  the  charter  for  the 
erection  of  the  first  grist  and  saw  mills  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  publTc  lands  and  9 
acres  in  each  71st  part,  and  tln>  >^;it:ic  jiro- 
portion  for  each  lesser  p:irt  vvito  so  r'  servt-d 
by  the  charter,  that  the  profits  ari-<ing  t here- 
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from  shoiiia  be  applicvl  to  tlie  coiistruction  j  society  so  much  as  a  lonlly  independence 


ol'  public  r<t:i(lH  and  liijrii ways.  The  condi- 
tioDM  and  other  rescivat i».iis  of  this  charter 
Averc  "that  each  proprietor  of  the  townsliip 
should  phiut  and'  cultivate  '>  a-jres  of  hind, 
and  build  a  house  at  least  lb  feet  s(|iiare  on 
the  floor,  or  have  one  family  settled  on  each 


around  their  loj;  cabin  firesides. 

The  names  of  the  grantees  were  as  fol- 
lows: Jonathan  Arnold,  Esq.,  Samuel  Ste- 
vens, Esq.,  John  James  Clark  and  Joseph 
Nightingale,  Joseph  Lord,  Ebenezer  Scott, 
Jr.,  David  Howell,  Thomas  Chittenden,  Et;q,, 


respective  right  in  said  township  witliiu  t he  I  John  Uridgeman,  John  C.  Arnold,  Joseph 
time  limited  by  law  of  the  state.    Also,  that  j  t'ay,  Esq.,  Ira  Allen,  Esq.,  Simeon  Cole, 


all  pine  timber  suitable  tor  a  Tiavy  be  reserv-  j 
ed  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tiie  treemen  of 
the  state."  The  penalty  of  non-tulfilluient 
•was  forfeiture  of  each  non-improved  rigiit  of 
land,  the  same  to  revert  to  the  freemen  of  the 
state,  and  by  their  representatives  be  re- 
granted  to  such  persons  as  should  after  ap- 
pear to  settle  and  cultivate  theiu. 

Thus  was  granted  the  town  of  St.  Johns- 
bury.    The  quaint  memorials  of  olden  days, 
will  hardly  be  sought  in  the  annals  of  a 
town,  whose  birth  dates  so  late  in  New 
England  history.    A  hundred  and  sixty-six 
years  had  already  passed  since  the  May- 
flower first   dropped  her  anclu.rs  in  Ply- 
mouth  Bay.    Nine  years  since  the  squatter 
sovereigns  of  New  Hampshire  Grants,  had 
declared  their  green  hills  an  independent 
territory.    Full  twice  nine  since  the  boys  of 
•the  Green  Mountains  had  firs-t  raised  the 
arm  of  resistance  against  the  tyranny  of  the 
Granite  an<l  Empire  states.    The  straight 
forward  policy  and  decision  of  the  incipient 
commonwealth  ha<l  been  felt  to  the  east  of 
the  Connecticut,  and  west  of  the  Lake,  and 
the  time  had  come  when  "tall  greruidier.-<  of 
the  King's  army,  stood  and  trembled  in  the 
day  of  her  fierce  auger."'    But  not  as  yet 
had  this  little  state  been  accepted  by  Con- 
gress, as  one  of  the  confederated  union. 
Her  repeated  applications  had  been  treated 
with  an  evasive  pttlicy  which  at  the  time 
was  regarded  as  alike  unfortunate  for  the 
State,  and  discreditable  to  Congress.  Never- 
theless, her  very  di^ap[. ointment  resulted 
eventually  *in  good  to  the  state,  hiuce  it 
served  to  develop  a  greater  <elf-rcliajiv^<.»  and 
energy  on   the  part  <f   tlie  citi/en.--,  and 
furthermore  released  tl  cm  from  the  heavy 
governmental  taxation.  vieoc«^^itated  by  the 
expenses  of  the  Uovolution.  ju^t  concluded. 
This  consideration,  logi-tlur  wiih  the  strengtli 


Benjamin  Doolittle,  Josiah  Nichols,  Jamea 
Adams,  Jona.  Adams,  J.  Callender  Adams, 
Thomas  Todd,  William  Trescott  and  Jona. 
Trescott.  Thomas  Chittenden,  the  governor, 
in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the  day  re- 
ceived one  71st  part  as  remuneration  for  his 
services  in  drawing  up  the  charter.  His 
right  was  located  on  the  cast  bank  of  I'as- 
sumpsic  river,  north  of  the  Center  village, 
Ira  Allen  of  Irasburgh,  and  Joseph  Fay  of 
Bennington,  men  of  influence  and  position  in 
the  state  were  also  non-resident  proprietors 
to  the  amount  of  four  71st  parts.  The 
principal  proprietor  was  Samuel  Stevens, 
Esq.,  who  held  18  rights  or  about  5400 
acres.  Being  a  non-resident,  however,  he 
subsequently  transferred  most  of  his  lands 
to  Dr.  Arnold  and  others  who  were  ready  to 
settle.  Arnold  at  the  date  of  the  charter 
held  3900  acres,  13  rights,  or  a  tenth  in 
amount  of  the  old  township  of  Dunmore. 
Of  the  other  grantees,  the  last  eight  in  the 
list,  obtained  the  rights  of  proprietorship, 
by  virtue  of  settlement  previous  to  the  char- 
tering of  the  town,  and  held  respectively 
one  210th  part,  or  about  100  acres. 

In  the  latter  part  of  178G,  before  the 
boundaries  of  the  township  had  been  fixed, 
!  or  its  charter  issued,  James  Adams,  Martin 
:  Adams,  James  Callender  Adams,  and  Jona- 
1  than  Adams,  came  up  the  valley  of  the 
;  Passumpsic,  to  the  meadow  south  of  Bail- 
i  road  street,  and  there  began  the  first  clear- 
;  ing  in  the  town.  About  the  same  time 
i  Simeon  Cole,  whose  old  pasture  gate  sub- 
i  sequently  swung  on  the  edge  of  Cole  Gate 
i  Hill,  established  himself  on  the  meadows 
;  south  of  Center  village.  Before  the  close 
1  of  this  year  Benj.  Doolittle,  Josiah  Nichol-- 
'  Thomas  Todd,  Jonathan  and  William  Tres- 
1  cott  had  all  obtained  the  right  of  proprietor- 
I  ship.    It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  history  of 


and  efficiency  of  the  state  ^'<)v«  rnment,  and  t  thes-e  early  pioneers,  inasmuch  as  most  of 


the  cheapness  of  lands  induced  a  larje 
immigration  of  young  and  entcrpri.sing  mo:  . 
who  came  up  to  clear  her  fnrests  and  .<<etth! 
within  her  border-.  Sucli  were  the  men 
whoso  axes  first  rang  in  the  wood  lands  of 
St.  Johnsbury.  Earnest,  hardy,  and  vigor- 
ous,  they  sought  not  the  refinements  of 


them  removed  to  other  settlements,  and  of 
those  who  renu\ined  no  very  reliable  record 
can  be  found.  The  two  Trescotts  lived  and 
died  in  this  vicinity.  Jonathan,  on  a  certain 
oi;casion,  sent  out  the  following  "/>/'<.'/;(//'/ 
.Salutdlioii : 

"Know  all  men  by  these  lines,  that  the 
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iiiulerMigner  is  expecting  to  leave  this  coun- 
trjr,  .in J  wij;hes  all  his  friends,  or  foes 
if  any,  to  call  on  him  by  the  2()ih  May 
instant,  and  he  will  endeavor  to  make  (heni 
satisfaction.  J^heritiV,  Cont>lables  and  Law- 
yers are  desired  to  make  their  demands  or 
otherwise  hold  their  peace.  Adieu  I  Wish- 
ing all,  God's  blessing  here  on  earth,  and 
eternal  life  hereafter,  when  I  hope  to  meet 
you  all  again.  Jonathan  Trkscott." 

He  died  at  the  age  of  8<S,  and  from  the 
rough  hewn  stone  which  marks  liis  resting 
ing  plac*  in  the  cemetery,  we  learn  that 
"  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  town, 
being  the  seventh  inhabitant."  His  brother 
"William  died  in  a  kind  of  subterranean  ha- 
bitation near  Joe's  pond  in  Danville.  lie 
was  something  of  a  hero  in  his  day  as  we 
shall  find  in, a  subsequent  part  of  this  nar- 
rative. 

A  winter  of  primitive  simplicity  was  that 
of  1786-7  in  St.  Johnsbury.  A  great  set- 
tlement had  not  as  yet  sprung  up  on  the 
ruins  of  Dunmore.  To  the  few  and  scauered 
families  who  braved  out  the  first  winter  in 
this  wilderness,  the  distant  stores  and  grist 
mills  of  Barnet,  furnished  rum,  sugar  and 
flour.  No  bridge  had  been  erected,  no  roads 
established,  and  the  lines  of  travel  were  as 
yet  but  rough  cut  sled  paths  through  the 
"forest  primeval." 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1787,  came  Jona- 
than Arnold,  Joseph  Lord,  and  Barnabas 
Barker,  with  14  others.   Dr.  Arnold,  the  prin- 
cipal proprietor  of  the  three  towns  Lyndon, 
Billymead  and  St.  Johnsbury,  was  much  the 
most  efficient  and  enterprising  man  among 
the  settlers  of  this  vicinity.    He  was  now  in 
his  46th  year,  and  had  already  seen  much 
of  public  life  both  in  state  and  national 
assemblies.     For  several  years  he  was  a 
member  of  congress  from  Rhode  Island,  and 
while  serving  in  this  capacit  v,  he  was  sus- 
pected by  many  of  being  over  frieiidlN  to 
the  interests  of  Vermont,  and  in  particular,  j 
of  communicating  to  men  in  this  state  cer- 
tain   doings  of  the    continental  cojigress 
"while  in  secret  session.    The  following  ex- 
tracts from  a  letter  addre-<sed  to  Hon.  Daniel 
Cahoon  of  New  Il.niipshire  (afterwards  a  | 
a  resident  of  Lyndon),  indicate  the  position  i 
of  Dr.  Arnold,    respecting  the  affairs  of  j 
Vermont;  but  whether  he  advocates  the  in- I 
dependence  of  the  state  solely  as  a  safety  j 
.measure  for  New  Ilampsliirc.  may  be  doubt-  | 
ed.    He  says,  writing  from  Philadelphia:  j 

"Congress  has  bo<Mi  on  the  atfair  of  Ver-  ; 
mont  for  several  tia\s,  and  up'tti  the  whole,! 
it  appears  that  the  jiresent  members  will  I 


do  nothing  to  its  advantage.  I  have  it  from 
the  friends  of  New  York,  that  a  new  state 
will  proba})ly  be  formed  on  Connecticut 
River,  having  for  its  western  line  the  Green 
mountains,  and  its  eastern  they  care  not 
where-.  I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  to 
suggest  to  the  frieiuls  of  New  Hampshire, 
that  New  Vork  policy  will  pi-ol)ably  set  such 
a  project  on  foot  (if  Vermont  is  not  sup- 
ported in  her  present  claims),  in  order  to 
secure  the  land  west  of  the  mountains  and 
on  the  lake  to  themselves  at  Hampshire's 
expense — and  that  as  the  only  sure  means 
of  preventing  such  an  event,  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  latter  to  concede  in  the  clearest  and 
most  decided  manner  to  Vermont's  intlepend- 
ence.  Propositi(tns,  I  doubt  not,  have 
passed  between  some  individuals  of  your 
state  and  Now  York  to  divide  Vermont  be- 
tween them  by  the  height  of  land,  but  from 
what  I  can  discover,  it  will  be  dangerous  for 
New  Hampshire  to  depend  on  such  a  di- 
vision :  and  if  New  Y'ork  agrees  to  it,  I 
think  it  must  be  with  a  view  to  eliect  a 
future  division  of  your  state.  I  am  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  senti- 
ments discoverable  in  the  persons  lately 
banished  from  Vermont,  viz  :  Phelps  and  his 
companion,  wlio  are  now  in  this  city,  and 
I  who  are  daily  and  nightly  propagating  every 
false  and  scandalous  rumor  that  malice  can 
invent  to  injure  the  people  of  that  country, 
who  have  no  agent  or  other  person  to  con- 
tradict them,  I  must  therefore  again  repeat, 
that  New  Hampshire  can  only  be  safe  in 
holding  jurisdiction  to  the  river — by  leaving 
Vermont  to  its  present  limits,  Ind pendent/'' 

If  Dr.  Arnold  anticipated  at  this  time 
a  future  settlement  in  Vermont,  lie  was  well 
aware  that  liis  own  interest  would  be  fur- 
thered by  the  independence  of  the  state, 
without  regard  to  the  policy  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  but  it  is  more  probalde  that  as  a  true 
patriot  and  a  disintere>ied  observer  of  the 
struggles  which  he  here  wiine-sed  for  free- 
dom, he  threw  his  influence  ami  sympathies 
in  favor  of  the  oppressed.  .  It  was  shortly 
after  the  close  of  his  term  in  congress  that 
Dr.  Arnold  immigrated  to  :<t.  Johnsbury. 
He  had  served  as  a  sergeant  and  surgeon  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  and  received  his  com- 
pensation in  continental  money,  which  he 
desired  to  invest  in  landed  property.  We 
learn  however,  that  a  few  years  after  his 
removal  here,  the  state  effected  a  trade  with 
Arnold,  according  to  w  hicii  he  was  to  supply 
the  medical  chest  of  the  state  which  was 
kept  at  Bennington,  and  receive  in  com- 
peiisation  his  charter  fees.    The  value  of 
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these  cliurter  foes  may  be  determined  from  a 
resolution  passed  in  council  ut  Rutland, 
Oct.  27,  1780,  in  which  it  is  declared  that 
the  "  grant  of  land  made  to  .lonailnui  Arnold 
and  associates,  be  under  the  follow  in |^  terms, 
viz:  That  each  proi)rietor  a^icealilo  "to  the 
grant,  pay  for  each  right  in  said  grant,  nine 
pounds  hard  money,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  in  order  to  be  appropriat- 
ed to  the  exigencTes  of  the  state."  Subse- 
quently, the  sum  of  £537  1^.*.  7'/.  was  dis- 
counted on  the  charter  fees  of  St.  Johnshuiy 
and  Danville,  being  due  bills  given  by  Sur- 
veyor General  Whitelaw  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  town  surveys.  The  survey  of 
the  lot  lines  and  the  division  of  the  town- 
ship into  rights,  was  not  completed  until  the 
summer  of  1787,  as  we  learn  from  a  cull  for 
proprietors'  meeting,  published  in  the  Ben- 
nington Gazette^  and  also  from  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  Dr.  Arnold  to  Esquire  Whit  claw, 
the  surveyor.  This  letter  which  was  dated 
at  Bennington  March  8th,  1787,  runs  as  fol- 
lows : 

James  Whitelaw,  Esq.  : 

Sir — The  surveyor  general  has  appointed 
me  to  look  out,  cut  and  make  a  road  from 
the  west  line  of  -St.  Johnsb'ury,  beginning 
where  Capt.  Leavenworth  ends  the  road  he 
is  to  make  through  Danville,  ami.  thence 
crossing  the  Passumpsic  river  at  (or  as  near 
as  the  land  will  suit),  the  best  falls  in  tlie 


your  aup[)lie:<  for  surveying  that  quarter.  I 
enclose  a  sketch  of  the  manner  which  I  tliink 
will  lay  the  lots  to  best  advantage  in  ."^'t. 
Johnsbury — if  you  can  better  it,  you  will.  I 
am  tho  less  anxious  about  nuitters  there, 
from  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  your 
ability,  will  and  friendship.  Desiring  you 
to  make  my  compliments  agreeable  to  all 
friends  in  that  quarter,  lam  sir,  with  esteem, 
your  assured  friend  and  humble  servant. 

JoNA.  Arnold. 

Squire  Whitelaw  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed surveyor  general,  and  from  his  Field 
Book  of  Surveys  of  Toxcn  Lines  in  St.  Johnsburi/ 
we  extract  the  foUowijig  as  a  specimen  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  filled  some  forty  or  fifty 
pages  of  the  journal  while  surveying  in  this 
quarter  : 

"  Began  the  W  line  of  St.  J.  at  NW  being 
Birch  tree  marked  Lyndon  SW  corner  Nov. 
16,  1786,  and  ran  8*^6°,  20^  E.  At  18  Ch. 
brook  10  links  wide  runs  SW.  At  63  Cli. 
little  brook  runs  W.  1  Jlile,  on  W.  branch 
of  brook  10  links  w-ide  running  S.  Easterly 
by  an  Alder  marked  M.  1,  1787,  and  an  alder 
meadow  (m)  2  Miles,  a  stake  12  links  S.  40° 
W.  fr.  a  fir  tree  on  land  descending  east  (g) 
the  wood  elm,  fir,  beech,  ash  and  .maple,  ex- 
cellent land  for  grass.  At  8  Ch.  a  stream  3 
rods  wide  runs  NE.  -5^  *  *  7  Miles,  a  stake 
8  links  westerly  fr.  a  little  birch  on  the  south 
side  of  a  hill  (g)  —  this  mile  chiefly  uneven  — 


said  river,  which  I  suppose  is  between  Tole's  the  wood  beech  and  maple,  good  for  grain 


and  Adams  [now  Paddock's  village],  thence  | 
on  a  course  which  will  bring  it  through  j 
some  part  of  the  gore  east  of  Lyndon,  to  the  | 
west  line  of  Lunenburg — which  road  will  | 
not  only  be  necessary  for  facilitating  the  j 
transport  of  provisions  for  the  surveyors  j 
and  their  parties,  but  will  serve  valual.ie  | 
purposes  for  general  roads  in  that  i-art  of  j 
the  state.  The  surveyor  general  having  also  j 
consented  that  you  should  complete  the  out-  } 
lines  of  St.  Johnsbury,  and  lay  the  ."^ame  ; 
into  lots  of  300  acres  each  before  you  enter  j 
upon  the  general  survey,  I  am  to  do-<ire  ' 
you  to  get  Josiah  Nichols  and  Martin  Adams  | 
to  assist  you  to  make  the  snnie,  which  I  I 
would  wish  to  be  done  phiin  and  distiitrt ;  and  ^ 
if  Mr.  Adams  or  Nichols  can  tiot  atron<l  to; 
that  service,  the  old  gonilciu;in.  or  Mr.  | 
Simeon  Cole  maybe  applie-l  to.  althougli  Ij 
hope  and  expect  that  .Mr.  fnlc  will  be  other-  ' 
wise  engaged  for  me  at  that  time.  You  will  i 
please  call  on  :\Ir.  E.  R.  Chanilierlin  for  p<»rk  j 
and  flour  for  this  service,  and  get  some  rum  j 
from  Col.  Thos.  JohnstiMi.  I  hope  to  ho  with  j 
you  early  in  Mjvv,  and  fix  tho  tnagazinc  for  I 


and  pasture;  at  51  Ch.  Barnet  Corner  at  a 
hemlock  tree  marked  Barnet  Cor.  March  23, 
1784,  standing  on  flat  land  on  the  edge  of 
brook  running  SE.  wood  chiefly  hemlock  (g) 
A  lot  in  St.  J,  310  A.  1  R.  22  P." 

Under  a  later  date,  and  after  the  surveys 
of  town  and  lot  lines  had  been  completed,  we 
find  the  account  of  James  Whitelaw  against 
the  state  as  presented  to  the  treasurer  for 
settlement :  from  a  portion  of  this  account  we 
(juote  as  follows : 
To  Provision,*  and  assistance  fur- 
nished by  Dr.  Jona.  Arnold,  . 
To  1  Quart  of  Rum, 
To  7  Males'  Victuals  at  lOd, 
To  10  Days  surveying.  ... 
To  2  Days  settling  acc'ts  with 

Jona.  Arnold,  Esq., 
To  a  man  and  horse  1  Day,  . 
To  2  Camp  Kettles,  . 
To  1  Quart  West  India  Rum,  . 
To  3  nuvles'  victuals  at  lOd, 
To  Entertainment  (?)  for  Hands, 
To  2  ]>ags  worn  out  in  the  Sur- 
veys, 
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To  Dr.  Arnold's  Account,  .  i;il8  5  Ok 
To  7  lbs.  Silk  Pork  of  Ciipt.  Colt 

and  2  Galls.  Rum,  .       .       ,      0  17  0 
To  35  Days  Surveying,  .        .        210  0 
To  4  Days  milking  Plan  to  lay 
before     Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  locate  the  Flying 
(irahts,  .       .       .       .  .280 
A  single  tradition  in  connection  with  the 
surveys  of  this  town,  although  it  occurred  at 
a  later  date,  is  perhaps  worthy  of  mention. 
Dr.  Arnold  was  in  town  at  the  time,  and  in 
company  with  Squire  Whitclaw  and  others, 
was  laying  out  certain  lines  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sleeper's  River,  then   known   as  West 
Branch.    The   provisions   and  equipments 
of  the  party  were  left  in  charge  of  Thomas 
Todd,  who  was  instructed  to  keep  a  careful 
watch  over  the  same,  while  the  others  pe- 
netrated into  the  forest  to  finish  their  sur- 
veys.   Meantime  Todd  removed  his  effects 
from  the  bushes  to  the  river  bank,  and  on 
the  return  of  the  party  was  found  rolled  up 
against  a  log  and  fast  asleep.  "Hencefow^ard.  ' 
said  Dr.  Arnold,  "let  the  West  Branch  be 
know^n  as  Sleeper's  River,'-  and  to  this  day 
its  waters  flow  along  the  sandy  bed  whose 
name  recalls  this  legend  of  our  "  Sleepy  Hol- 
low." 

After  the  settlement  and  before  the  organ- 
ization of  the  town  in  1790,  all  matters  of 
township  business  were  transacted  in  pro- 
prietor's meetings  held  at  some  one  of  the 
houses  in  the  town.  In  the  Bennington  Gazette, 
vol.  4,  No.  182,  we  find  an  advertisement 
signed  by  Isaac  Tichenor,  afterwards  go- 
vernor of  the  state,  in  which  the  Proprie- 
tors of  St.  Johnsbury  are  warned  and  notified 
to  meet  on  the  eighth  Feb.,  1787,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  committees  to  complete 
the  division  of  lands  then  undivided  in  the 
township  —  to  hear  report  of  committee  ap- 
pointed to  settle  with  new  residents  in  town- 
ship—  to  make  provision  for  erecting  mills 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer  —  to 
take  measures  for  the  furtherance  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  transact  other  bu.'^iness  deemed 
necessary."  It  is  doubtful  whether  this 
meeting  was  ever  called  to  order,  and  if  it 
was,  probably  no  business  of  importance  was 
transacted,  as  no  record  of  proceedings  can 
be  found.  Another  meeting  was  called  in 
the  June  following,  and  in  the  meantime  Dr. 
Arnold  had  removed  to  the  township  and 
erected  a  house,  as  we  infer  fnuu  the  follow- 
ing minutes,  taken  from  the  first  page  of  the 
town  records : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  PrMpri<'ti)rs  of  the 
Township  of  St.  Johnsb\iry  heM  at  the  House 


of  Jonathan  Arnold,  Esq.,  in  the  said  Town- 
ship, in  the  Co.  of  Orange,  on  the  18th  Day 
of  June,  A.  1).  1787,  Alex.  Harvey,  Esq.,  was 
chosen  .Moderator.  Dr.  Joseph  Lord,  Pro- 
prietors' Clerk.  Voted,  that  the  several 
rights  in  said  Township  (exclusive  of  two 
Lots  of  One-Third  Right  each  to  the  10  per- 
sons who  had  entore<l  the  town  in  1786  and 
who  were  adnurtcd  us  Proprietors  by  reason 
of  actual  settlement  —  also  one  Full  right  for 
building  mills  in  said  Township  and  Five 
public  Rights,  all  which  said  Rights  are  lo- 
cated and  designated  on  the  said  Plan)  be 
noAv  drafted  for.  ' 

Thereupon  Alex.  Harvey,  Jos.  Lord  and 
Enos  Stevens.^  %vere  authorized  to  prepare 
lots  with  numbers  affixed,  the  same  to  be 
shufiied  and  drawn  against  each  proprietor's 
name.  Dan  l  Cahoon,  Jr.,  and  William  Tres- 
cott  "in  presence  of  and  under  superintend- 
ance  of  the  Assembly,  made  draft  of  the  lots, 
and  in  the  said  draft  the  lots  came  out  to 
each  proprietor's  name"  in  the  order  record- 
ed in  the  proprietors'  record  book. 

The  "one  full  right"  Avhich  was  reserved 
according  to  charter  for  building  mills,  Avas 
located  on  the  Passumpsic  at  the  most  avail- 
able place  for  vvater-power,  just  above  the 
mouth  of  Moose  River.    This  property  in- 
cluding about  three  hundred  acres  was  as- 
signed to  Dr.  Arnold,  and  during  the  spring 
of  '87  he  put  up  a  saw  mill.    The  following 
year  a  grist  mill  was  erected,  and  the  busi- 
ness importance  of  the  settlement  largely 
increased.    These  were  days  when  our  mo- 
dern Paddock  village  w'as  known  as  "Ar- 
i  nold's  Mills,"  and  before  the  "big  moose" 
i  which  was  aftervrards  victimized  on  the  bank 
j  of  East  Branch,  had  left  to  that  dashing 
j  stream  a  more  historic  name.    The  house  of 
!  Dr.  Arnold  was  located  in  the  wood  lands  at 
I  the  northern  extremity  of  the  plain,  just,  above 
j  the  park  which  still  bears  the  family  name, 
i  The  erection  of  this  house  began  the  settle- 
I  ment  of  the  plain,  and  within  its  walls,  dur- 
I  ing  succeeding   generations,  no  less  than 
seven  several  families  found  a  home,  and  last 
of  all  the  owl  and  the  bat.    We  could  wish 
that  the  "boys'"  who  in  181-  brought  down 
its  old  timbers  with  fire,  to  the  ground,  had 
reserved  their  torches  until  some  artist  could 
have  sketched  the  "rough  exterior"  of  the 
first  frame  house  erected  in  St.  .Tolm  -^bury. 

To  this  house  it  was  tliat  Dr.  Arnold  car- 
ried home  his  rhird  wife,  (\viithia  Hastings, 
Now  the  way  in  which  Cynthia  «"ame  to  be 
the  wife  of  the  »locti>r  was  as  fellows:    On  a 
j  certain  occasi^-n  the  laittM*  was  jvxiriioy ing 
i  down  the  rivor,  and  (quartered  fur  the  night 


394 


VERMONT  IIISTORTCAL  MAGAZINE. 


with  one  Enos  Sievtms  of  liiiriiet.  In  the 
course  of  the  evoiiiii;;  it  was  do:erniinc(l  with 


land  in  184-1-12,  member  of  governor's  coun- 
cil diirinjT  the  Dorr  rehcllion,  memhcr  .  f 


groat  unimimity  of  ti  oliiii;  that  their  con<li- I  conjircsH  in  1H40-47,  and  died  at  Kin^" 


lion  bore  ii  forlorn  r('>eiMl)lance  to  that  of  the 
old  Romans  before  the  visit  of  the  Sabines  — 
pioneers  in  a  new  settleinenf  and  hopelessly 


.lunc  liTth,  1S.',"J.  We  learn  from  the  }).  !:- 
tical  journals  of  the  day  that  Mr.  Arnold  u,y}i 
with  some  opposition  while  a  candidate  t.-r 


destitute  of  wives.  Nothintr  cuuld  be  done  I  the  office  of  governor.  "  Durin;:^  the  canvass 
to  remedy  the  matter  in  this  in-rtiiern  wilder-  j  and  in  the  heart  of  the  electioneering  c-ini- 
ness ;  accordingly  an  expedition  to  ( 'harle-- i  pai-rn  conducted  upon  the  high  j)res-ure 
ton  ''No.  4"  (N.  II.)  was  immediately  plan-  1  principle,  a  zealous  Jackson  man  lustily  uc- 
ned,  to  take  effect  on  the  morrow,  the  object  cused  Mr.  Arnold  of  the  enormous  crime  of 
being  to  spy  out  the  available  daughters  of  i  having  been  born  in  Vermont!'^  Thereupon 
the  land.  Arrived  in  Charleston  they  called  I 
on  Samuel  Stevens,  Esq.,  and  mailc  known 
their  wishes.  After  some  consultation  in- 
vitations were  issued  to  Cynthia  Hastings 
and  Sophy  Grout  requesting  their  company 


question  arose,  as  to  whether  a  man  culd 
be  held  accountable  for  being  born  in  any 
particular  age  or  country.  This  kind  of  ac- 
countability was  hardly  recognized  in  the 
political  creed  of  the  Green  Mountain  boys. 


at  tea,  it  being  understood  by  the  C(uitrivers  [  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sanctioned 


of  this  plot,  that  the  two  strangers  from  Ver- 
mont should  accompany  them  back  to  their 
homes.  In  anticipation  of  a  possible  emer- 
gency it  was  judged  advisable  that  MrS. 
Squire  West  should  also  be  in  attendance  to 
play  the  part  of  umpire  in  case  both  gentle- 
men should  claim  the  same  ladv.    Tea  time 


by  the  sons  of  Khode  Island,  for  Mr.  .Arnold, 
notwithstanding  he  was  born  "  way  up  in 
Vermont,"  was  elected  by  a  decided  majo- 
rity, and  did  honor  both  to  the  state  of  his 
birth  and  the  state  of  his  adoption. 

After  the  mills  were  established,  the  rights 
assigned,  and  the  settlement  of  the  town 


arrived,  and  so  did  the  unsuspecting  maidens,  j  fairly  under  way,  the  population  increased 
The  evening  passed,  but  when  the  liour  of  |  rapidly  by  immigration   from   the  south. 


departure  came,  Cynthia  Hastings  seemed  to 
be  in  double  demand.  The  ladies  still  re- 
mained, in  blissful  itrnorance  of  the  consinra- 


Most  of  the  new  comers  were  citizens  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  or  Rh'><ie 
Island.    No  regular  record  of  marriages. 


cy.  Mrs.  Squire  West  was  called  for,  and  j  births  and  deaths  was  kept,  until  after  the 
constituted  referee.  She  very  sagely  argued  j  organization  of  the  town,  in  1790.  The 
that  Sophy  Grout  was  admirably  adapted  to  j  marriage  service  was  commonly  performed 
be  the  cbmpanion  of  a  pirwer  (.Mr.  Stevens  i  by  Dr.  Arnold,  the  first  on  record  being  that 
was  a  tiller  of  the  soiVt,  but  as  for  Cynthia  it  j  of  Eneas  Harvey  and  Rhoda  Hamlet,  who 
was  much  more  suitable  that  she  should  be  j  *•  were  married  17th  Jany.,  1793,  by  Jonathan 
attended  by  a  professinnal  man.  This  wise  i  Arnold,  Esquire,  in  presence  of  several  wit- 
decision  of  Mrs.  S'luire  Wot  (especially  j  nesses."  The  earliest  recorded  births  are 
grateful  to  Dr.  Arnold  i,  prevailcl.  and  before  !  those  of  Polly,  daughter  of  David  Doolittle, 


separating  that  night  each  of  the  gentlemen 
from  the  north  made  known  to  parties  most 


Dec.  14,  1789  ;  and  Polly,  daughter  of  JoLa 
McGaffey,  Aug.  28,  1788.    About  this  time 


concerned  tl:^e  special  object  of  their  visit  to  j  a  tax  was  imposed  on  the  township  to  raise 
Charleston.  Sophy  Gr<>nt  sullered  somewhat  i  funds  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  record 
from  paternal  interference,  grounded  on  tlie  ;  book,  wherein  such  interesting  events  might 
fact  that  Stevens  was  a  tory,  but  she  was  |  sub.scquently  be  preserved.    Something  of 


finally  told  that  if  she  frould  marry  an  old 
tory  she  viight,  only  she  should  carry  nothing 
from  the  ancestral  domain  but  hrr^t)/  and  a 
cow.  A  few  days  later  the  alllicted  Grout 
family  witnessed  the  dej  arture  of  Sojdjy  and 
the  old  cow  with  a  fi>ry.  The  doctur  expe- 
riencing less  dithculty  in  prolimitiary  ur- 


the  condition  of  the  town  in  the  third  year 
of  its  existence,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  petition  presented  to  the  general 
assembly  by  Dr.  Arnold,  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  state  department  at  Mont- 
pelier : 

*'  To  the  Hon.  Gen.  Assemblv  of  the  State 


rangements,  went  f.-ward  to  Rhode  Island  !  of  Vt.,  convened  Oct.  1789.  The  subscriber 
"where  he  remained  a  f»'W  days,  and  on  his  i  liuniVdy  showeth — That  he  hath  with  great 
return  was  accompanied  to  St.  .lolm-bury  by  |  difticulry  and  expense  begun  a  settlement  in 
the  aforesaid  Cynthia  of  Charh  -ton.  She  j  the  northern  part  of  this  state.  That  he 
became  the  mother  nf  Lemuel  Hastings  .\r-  I  hath  since  the  2oth  xVpril,  1787,  introduced 
nold,  who  was  bfi  n  at  .^t.  J()!iii>bury,  u- ^  "iiuire  t han  Fifty  Industrious  men  as  settb'ri 
cated  at  Providence,  govirnor  of  Rhode  Is-  I  (which    number  would    have    liecti  much 


ST.  JOFINSBUIIY. 


395 


greater,  but  for  tlio  scarcity  of  Provisions 
in  that  Country),  and  .some  of  wlioni  have 
families  now  tiiere.  That  a  principal  diffi- 
culty we  have  had  to  encounter,  liath  ori-rin- 
ated  from  the  want  of  pas>al>le  roads  to  the 
Townships  by  which  we  are  planted,  and 
which  we  have  had  no  means  of  procurinp; 
to  be  made.  And  this  ditficiilty  is  still  like- 
ly to  continue,  unless  by  the  interposition 
of  your  Honors  we  are  relieved," 

The  location  of  the  contemplated  roads  is 
then  described,  the  principal  one  being 
through  Barnet,  corner  of  VVaterford,  St. 
Johnsbury,  Lyndon,  &c.,  which  is  now  the 
regular  river  road. . 

Doubtless  the  scarcity  of  provisions  al- 
Itided  to.  in  tlie  above  petition,  resulted 
cliiefly  from  the  want  of  roads  and  suitable 
conveyances;  and  this  indeed  might  have 
heen  expected  in  days  when  men  carried  the 
necessaries  of  afe  on  their  backs  for  miles 
through  the  forest. 

It  is  said  that  the  old  pioneer,  who  was 
afterwards  elected  first  representative  to  the 
state  assembly,  used  to  make  periodic  jour- 
neys on  foot  to  Barnet,  and  return  with  a 
tvro  bushel  bag  of  grain  on  his  back,  and  a 
galllon  of  rum  in  his  hand.  Of  course  the 
measurement  of  the  latter  was  taken  at 
Barnet.  Another  illustrative  tale  is  told  of 
a  certain  eccentric  individual,  who  bouglit 
a  bag  of  potatoes  "  down  below,"  and  hav- 
ing with  the  assistance  of  two  or  three  able 
bodied  men,  secureci  the  same  upon  his  back, 
set  out  for  St.  Johnsbury.  Unfortunately 
and  greatly  to  his  dismay,  a  small  rent  in 
the  corner  of  the  bag,  became  so  enlarged 
in  the  course  of  the  homeward  trip,  as  to 
permit  the  escape  of  one  of  the  esculents, 
and  how  to  recover  this  was  a  problem 
■which  gave  ample  scope  to  his  available 
eccentricity.  Fearing  to  stoop,  lest  the 
"weight  of  the  bag  should  prevent  his  subse- 
quent perpendicularity,  and  unwilling  to 
lose  so  dainty  a  morsel,  he  proceeded  to 
tnflict  upon  the  said  potato  suntlry  well-di- 
rected kicks,  which  in  due  time  propelled  it 
with  variable  velocities  to  the  tloor  of  his 
kitchen,  whence  it  met  its  appropriate  fate. 
For  the  authenticity  of  the  above  we  arc 
incompetent  to  vouch,  but  we  accept  it  as  a 
practical  treatise  on  the  times.  Probably 
very  few* of  the  early  settlers  were  burdened 
with  a  surplus  of  hard  money.  Wild  meat, 
grain  and  furs  were  the  legal  tender.  A 
letter  has  been  found,  written  by  one  Mer- 
ritt,  who  lived  in  the  south  part  of  the  town 
a  year  or  two  al'ier  (he  st-t tlctnont  was 
bc"-un.    It  seems  that  he  had  l)een  dunned 


by  Capt.  Lovell  for  a  debt,  llis  reply  states 
"that  he  had  just  hocH  in  three  acres  of 
wlieat,  a  few  potatoes  and  some  barley, 
whicli  was  all  the  property  he  had  in  the 
world,  save  Hint,  powder  and  gun.  He  pro- 
poses to  set  out  on  a  hunt  the  following  day, 
and  if  Pr()vi<lence  is  pleased  to  give  him 
usual  success,  he  pledges  witliin  a  limited 
time  to  redeem  his  credit  with  furs." 

For  many  years  moose  were  abundant, 
and  contributed  much  toward  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  settlers.  How  Daniel  Hall,  in 
17".>;],  gat  for  himself  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  the  nanie  of  a  mighty  hunter,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  notes,  inserted 
;is  they  were  taken  from  the  narrator: 

"  Hall  had  grant  of  land  from  Dr.  Ar- 
nold— hundred  acres — I'n  S.t.  Johnsbury — 
west  of  Passumpsic — above  Plain — by  mis- 
take, deed  not  given  —  next  year  Doctor 
dies — alarming  apprehensions — Hall  applies 
to  Josias  Lyndon  —  son  of  Doctor  —  J.  L. 
gives  him  htindred  acres — up  in  Lyndon — 
Hall  satisfied  —  next  morning  up  early  — 
packs  wife  an<l  goods  on  hand  sled — travels 
to  Lyndon — on  crust  —  unpacks  wife  and 
goods — builds  fire — sets  up  wigwam — moves 
in  wife  and  goods — all  settled — sundown — 
Next  morning,  nothing  to  eat — takes  gun — 
sallies  into  forest  —  tracks  a  moose  —  big 
one — shoots  moose — skins  thigh — cuts  out 
steak — carries  home — wife  delighted — heard 
gun  go  otf — thought  breakfast  coming  — 
roasts  meat  on  forked  stick — eats — no  but- 
ter, pepper,  salt — alter  breakfast  calls  up 
all  neighbors — they  skin  moose — each  takes 
a  piece — Hall  gets  out  hand  sled — loads  on 
moose  meat  and  pelt — goes  to  St.  Johns- 
bury—  trades  —  get.s  three  peeks  potatoes, 
half  bushel  meal,  peck  salt — carries  home 
to  wife — wife  delighted — sundown." 

In  the  year  IT'JO,  the  first  town  meeting 
was  held  at  Dr.  Arnold  s  house,  and  the 
organization  of  the  town  effected.  The  re- 
cord of  this  meeting  stands  as  follows: 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Inliabitants  of  the 
Township  of  St.  Johnsbury,  legally  warned 
and  holden  at  the  Dwelling  house  of  Jona- 
than Arnold  Esquire,  in  the  said  township, 
on  Monday  the  21st  day  of  June,  Anno 
Dom,  17'.H>.  being  the  first  town  meeting 
ever  held  in  the  said  Town. 

Jonathan  Arnold,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Mode- 
rator ;  Jonathan  Arnold.  Town  Clerk;  Jona- 
than Adams,  Town  Treasurer;  Asa  Daggett, 
Constable;  Asa  Daggett,  Collector  of  Taxes; 
.Jonathan  Arnold,  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
i  Measures:  Joel  H.-bort<.  .)..M  j.h  l..>rd.  Mnr- 
i  tin  Adams,  Selectmen;  Tlie  Srlf(.tinen,  List- 
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ers  !ind  Assessors  ;  narnabas  Barker  and 
Four  others.  Surveyors  of  Highways  and 
Fence  Viewers.    Meeting  Dissolved. 

JoNA.  -VuNOLi),  Town  Clerk. 

The  selectmen  imnu-diately  proceeded  with 
the  duties  of  tlieir  olhce,  and  sent  up  to  the 
assembly  an  urgent  petition  for  roads,  in 
which  it  is  ^ 

•'Humbly  shewn — that  they  suffer  under 
great  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  Koa<i8 
and  Bridges  in  the  Township  of  St.  Johns- 
bury,  and  although  the  Inhabitants  have 
exerted  themselves  equal  at  least  to  those  of 
any  new  Settlement,  and  have  also  had  the 
Assistance  of  a  small  Proprietor's  tax;  the 
whole  is  utterly  inadequate  to  what  is  absc- 
lutely  necessary  for  their  convenience,  the 
advantage  of  Landowners,  and  the  Interest 
of  the  State.  For  the  circumstances  of  the 
Town  is  such  as  requires  much  more  to  be 
expended  for  such  purposes  than  falls  to  the 
Lot  of  such  .Townships  in  General,  it  being 
so  Situate  as  to  be  the  Key  to  a  very  fertile 
Coiintry  northwardj.,.,ajid  the  only  practica- 
ble and  nearest  communication  between  the 
t<5wns  on  and  about  the  Onion  River,  to 
those  on  the  Connecticutt  at  the  Upper  Co6s; 
which  render  necessary  an  extent  of  about 
35  miles  of  Roads  for  general  purposes,  be- 
sides many  others  for  more  private  and  par- 
ticular uses  therein.  And  the  said  Town- 
ship having  nearly  through  its  center  from 
North  to  South  the  Passumpsick.  a  River 
about  12  rods  wide,  and  on  the  East  part  the 
Moose  River  about  0  rods  wide,  and  runs 
therein  an  extent  of  nhout  -')  miles,  and  on 
the  "West  part  the  Sleepers  River  about  4 
rods  -wide,  and  runs  therein  an  extent  of 
about  7  miles — requires  a  large  number  of 
Bridges,  two  at  least  on  the  Passumpsick, 
one  near  the  ^lills,  and  the  other  near  the 
North  line  of  the  said  Township  ;  two  on 
Moose  River,  and  three  at  least  on  Sleepers 
River.  Wherefore  your  Petitii>iiers  humbly 
pray  Your  Honors  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Tax  of  4  pence  per  acre  on  the  lands  in  St. 
J.  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  as  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  respectfully  pray." 

Signed,  &c..  by  Selectmen. 

To  this  petition  were  also  allixed  the  signa- 
tures of  Jonathan  .\rnoM.  Jnseph  Fay,  Enos 
Stevens  and  Thomas  (Miittenden,  as  pro- 
prietors, to  the  amount  of  rights,  joining 
in  the  prayer  of  the  petition  :  and  upon  the 
30th  June  following.  \ve  find  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  logi-ilature  fol'  laying 
out  and  making  thc-e  roads  in  St.  Johns- 
bury,  "allowed  i;'.<t  fir  Bridge  over  the 
Pass.  River  at  (he   Mills —  £20  for  ditto 


across  the  East  Branch  or  MoDse  Uiver  near 
its  mouth,  antl  six  pence  per  rod  for  com- 
pleting a  roati  (1  rod  wide)  from  one  bridge 
to  the  other."    Jonathan  Arnold  undertook 
the  job,  and  in  building  the  first  bridj^-e, 
"  tradition  says  that  his  inflexible  will  com- 
pelleil  the  workmen  to  commence  the  plank- 
ing at  the  opposite  end   from  which  the 
plank  were,  so  that  they  were  compelled  to 
convey  all  the  plank  across  the  river  as  best 
I  they  might,  instead  of  laying  them  down  in 
J  advance  of  their  own  steps. ^'    During  this 
I  year.  1790,  the  plain  was  mostly  cleared  of 
I  its  forests,  and  contained  three  habitations : 
I  Dr.  Arnold's  at  the  northern  extremity,  Jo- 
seph Lord's  log  hut  at  the  southern,  and  a 
rude  cabin  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
St.  Johnsbury  House.     A   road  was  cut 
across  the   plain,  corresponding  to  Main 
street  as  it  now  lies — charred  stumps  on 
either  side  and  dense  woods   beyond.  A 
ravine  about  20  feet  deep  ran  across  the 
street  near  the   corner  of  Church  street, 
which  was  afterwards  spanned  by  a  dry 
bridge.    TSy  especial  vote,  and  at  expense 
of  the  township,  a  guide-post   had  been 
erected.    The  population  of  the  town  was 
143  ;  grand  list,  $590  ;  first  freeman's  meet- 
ing was  held  Sept.  26th,  1791,  and  Joel 
Roberts  was  elected  representative  of  the 
town  in  state  assembly.     His  certificate, 
which   is   preserved   in   the   secretary  of 
state's  office,  runs  as  follows : 
I     *'  This  certifies  that  at.the  Freeman's  Meet- 
I  ing  in  St.  Johnsbury  on  the  day  assigned  by 
j  law,  Mr.  Joel  Roberts  was  Chosen  to  Repre- 
j  sent  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
I  of  Vt.  for  the  year  thence  ensuing,  the  Town 
i  of  St.  Johnsbury  aforesaid, 
j    ."Attest,         Asa  Daggett,  Constable. 
I     "St.  J.,  Sept.  26,  1791." 
j     The  first  freemen's  oaths  taken   in  St, 
I  Johnsbury  were  administered  on  the  2d  Sept. 
i  1794.    Only  one  of  the  eleven  young  men 
':  who  on  that  day  first  exercised  their  elective 
j  tVanchiSe,  is  still  living,  and  he,  through  the 
j  infirmities  of  three  score  and  thirty  years, 
j  but  faintly  recalls  the  scene.    On  the  same 
j  hills  where,  in  1791,  he  began  his  clearings, 
I  Mr.  Goss,  our  oldest  citizen,  is  still  residing. 
I  and  the  beatitiful  valley  which  his  axe  first 
j  opene<l  along  the  upper  waters  of  Sleeper's 
j  River,  preserves  the  memory  of  his'  labors  in 
j  the  name  of  "Goss  Hollow."    The  freemen's 
i  oaths  alluded  to  were  taken  by  John  Barker, 
j  Jeriah  Hawkins,  P.  Gardner,  Moses  Mclvin, 
I  David  Goss,    Wm.    Hawkins,    B.  Bradley, 
!  Steph.    Houghton.    Nath.    Daggett,  Daul. 
I  Smith  and  Nath.  H.  Bishop.    On  the  same 
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day,  was  held  the  first  recorded  election  lor 
governor,  with  the  foUowiiij;^  result: 

For  Governor. — Nath.iniel  Mies  had  10 
votes,  Thonaa  Chittendeu  8  votes,  Isaac 
Tichenor  6  votes. 

For  Lieut,  (iovcrnor. — Jona.  Hunt,  had  oO 
votes,  Nath.  Niles  }  vote. 

For  Treasurer. — Saml.  Mattocks,  had  23 
votes. 

In  the  state  election  for  this  year,  Thomas 
Chittenden  was  for  the  17th  time  elected 
Governor,  Jonathan  Hunt  Lieut.  Governor, 
And  Samuel  Mattocks  Treasurer. 

The  first  hog  constables  in  the  town  were 
James  Thurber,  James  Wheaton,  Martin 
Wheeler,  Eneas  Harve}'  and  Alpheus  Hough- 
ton, elected  on  the  first  Monday  of  March, 
1793,  and  as  record  declares  "  all  married 
within  the  year  last  past."  The  first  mer- 
chant in  St.  Johnsbury  was  a  Mr.  Sumner, 
who,  about  1704  or  '5  opened  a  store  in  the 
house  of  Jonathan  Trescott,  which  stood  on 
the  road  to  Passumpsic,  just  beloAv  the 
county  fair  grounds.  Afterwards  Stephen 
Hawkins  and  Reuben  Alexander  came  from 
Winchester,  and  commenced-  trade  about 
1798.  Hawkins  married  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Arnold  the  miller.  This  Arnold  was  an  old 
sea  captain,  a  brother  of  I)r.  Jonathan,  and 
was  the  first  person  employed  to  tend  the 
gristmill.  His  successor  was  Daniel  Bowen, 
who  lived  in  a  rude  hut  by  the  corner  of  tlie 
bridge  at  the  rail  road  crossing,  which  was 
the  first  house  built  in  that  village.  The 
first  store  kept  on  the  Plain  was  opened  by 
Fred.  Phelps  as  early  as  the  year  1800,  at 
the  north  end  of  the  street.  He  carried  on  a 
potash  factory  near  the  mills,  which  was  af- 
terwards converted  into  a  distillery  of  whis- 
key. Amaziah  D.  Barber  kept  a  store  some- 
what later  near  the  "head  of  Maple  street, 
which  was  subsequently  occupied  by  Cham- 
berlin  &  Paddock,  afterwards  fitted  up  as  a 
house  of  worship  for  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church,  then  in  its  infancy,  and  fi- 
nally moved  to  its  present  location  nearly 
opposite  the  post  oliice,  where  it  is  still 
occupied  as  a  dwelling  hotise.  The  first 
public  house  or  tavern  was  opened  by  Dr. 
Lord  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  town, 
at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Plain.  In 
1709,  the  building  now  occupied  as  a  bakery 
was  built  and  openevl  as  a  tavern  by  Maj. 
Thomas  Peck.  It  is  said  tliat  Dr.  Lord,  after 
he  had  erected  his  great  two  story  red  liouse, 
distinguished  himself  and  astonislied  his 
neighbors  by  importin;^  from  Montreal  ;\n 
enormous  metallic  struci  iii-c.  known  as  the 
first  cooking  stove  brought  into  town.     It  is 


I  reported  to  have  been  cast  in  Scotland.  The 
!  first  clock  in  St.  Johnsbury  was  purchased 
i  before  IMOO,  by  N.ith.  Kdson  in  Danville,  for 
I  $7'"),  and  is  still  to  be  seen  in  running  order 
j  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  J.  Clark  on  the  Plain. 
It  is  one  of  those  lofty  relics  of  antiquity 
[  which  used  to  stand  guard  in  the  corners  of 
old  kitchens,  surmounted  with  brazen  balls, 
and  the  moon's  disc.    It  was  on  the  lawn 
fronting  Edson's  house  (now  Mr.  Uutler's), 
that  the  first  public  muster  an<l  training  was 
held.    A  few  years  after  when  Edson  was 
preparing  to  remove  to  the  west,  he  expe- 
rienced some  difficulty  in  making  his  exit 
from  the  town.    His  Avagon  was  packed  up 
I  with  moveable  property,  ready  for  an  early 
j  start  on  a  certain  morning,  ])ut  during  the 
j  night  some  mischievous  person  purloined 
i  one  of  the  wagon  wheels,  rendering  it  im- 
j  possible  to  proceed.    The  vexation  of  the 
Edson  family  was  great,  for  it  was  not  until 
I  two  or  three  days  had  passed  that  the  wheel 
I  was  found,  buried  in  a  thistle  bed  half  a 
mile  from  the  house  ;  and  this  vexation  was 
greatly  increased  when  it  was  discovered 
that  a  vast  multitude  of  spectators  had  assem- 
bled on  the  Plain  to  witness  the  progress  of 
a  wagon  that  had  gained  so  much  notoriety. 
This  same  man  subscribed  in  company  with 
one  of  his  neighbors  for  Spooner's  Vermont 
Journal,  which  was  the  first  paper  that  cir- 
culated in  this  part  of  the  state.    As  one  of 
them  lived  away  from  the  main  road,  it  was 
proposed   that  all   the   papers   be  left  at 
Edson's  house  until  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
then   equally   divided   between    the  two. 
Among  the  earliest  lawyers  in  St.  Johnsbury 
were  Lyndon  Arnold,  Goodhue,  Bissel,  Dorr, 
and  Gov.  William  A.  Palmer.    The  row  of 
maple  trees  front  of  the  court  house  and 
along  the  east  side  of  the  street  were  set  out 
by  Gov.  Palmer,  who  brought  them  all  out 
of  the  woods  on  his  back  as  early  as  1805. 
He  died  in  Danville,  December,  1800.  Hon, 
Ephraim  Paddock  is  the  first  lawyer  that  can 
be  said  to  have  had  a  permanent  residence 
in  St.  Johnsbury.  .  Very  soon  after  the  "et- 
tlement  of  the  town.  Joel  Hol>erts.  Gardiner 
Wheeler,  Ariel  AMrich  and  Martin  Wheeler, 
each  purchased  a  100-acre  lot.  n!)out  two 
:  miles  north  west  of  the  Plain.    They  com- 
j  menced  clearing  at  the  same  point  which 
j  was  the  common  corner  of  the  four  lots,  and 
in  process  of  time  the  title  •*  Fmir  Cnrncrs,'' 
i  which  was  at  first  applied  to  this  clearing 
i  siinply,  came  to  oinbr;ice  the  whole  region 
now  known  by  that  name,  and  where  the 
dcsoondaiits  of  the  original  pr-'iuictors  are 
i  still  residiiihg. 
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About  three  years  after  its  organization, 
the  town  wft><  deprived  of  its  most  efficient 
leader  in  tlie  death  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold. 
He  had  risen  rapidly  in  puhlic  estimation.  | 
and  was  regartled  by  all  as  one  of  the  most  i 
able  men  in  this  section  of  the  state.    The  j 
following  notice  of  Dr.   Arnold  s  death  is  ' 
quoted  from  a  series  of  letters  published  in  ! 
London,  about  IT'.'T.    *•  The  first  principal  : 
inhabitant  and  proprietor  of  J<t.  Johnsbury,  i 
Vt,,  was  the  tiuly  patriotic  and  learned  Dr.  , 
Jonathan  Arnold,  who  is  now  no  ujore.    The  i 
Doctor  emigrated  from  Providence  in  the  ; 
state  of  Rhode  Island.    How  sincerely  his  ' 
death  is.  lamented,  those  only  who  had  the' 
happiness  of  knowing  him  can  tell.    His  son  j 
(Josias  Lyndon)  was  bred  to  the  law,  to  I 
which  profession  he  does  honor.    His  attain-  | 
ments   are   great.     ^Vith   the   Greek   and  | 
Roman  authors  he  is  familiar,  and  however  j 
strange  it  may  appear,  perhaps  Mr.  Arnold  j 
is  the  only  person  in  Vermont  who  is  perfect  j 
master  of  the  French  language,  and  who  j 
speaks  it  in  its  utmost  purity.    Jsaint  Johns- 
bury  lies  on  the  Passumpsic  river,  and  to 
this  town  is  attached  some  of  the  best  land 
in  the  whole  state,"    From  one  who  was  for 
more  than  half  a  century  an  active  citizen  of 
the  town,  we  learn  that  the  Doctor  was  a 
strong  minded  independent  man.    Yet  acces- 
sible and  companionable,  but  in  St.  Johns- 
bury  always  maintaining  a  complete  ascend- 
ancy over  all  about  him.    He  was  a  member 
of  the  governor's  council  at  the  lime  of  his 
death.    On  a  marble  slab  in  the  cemetery 
overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Passunipsic  and 
the  beautiful  village  he  founded,  we  read  the 
simple  inscription  :  "  Hon.  Jonathan  Arnold, 
died  Feb.  1st,  171)3,  Aged  52." 

After  the  death  of  the  Doctor,  his  eldest 
son  Josias  Lyndon,  referred  to  in  the  above  j 
quotation,  removed  from  Khode  Island  and  | 
settled  in  St.  Johnsbury.    His  career  was  | 
short,    although    uncommonly  brilliant    in  i 
prospect.    He  was  giaduated  at  Dartnjouth  ' 
College  with  high  honors  in  the  class  of  IT^M.  j 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ithode  Island — elected  j 
a  tutor  in  Brown  University — receiveil  in  ''.»1 
the  degree  of  A.  M.,  from  Brown,  and  was 
admitted  nd  pundcm  at  Dartntouth  and  Vale. 
He  removed  to  Vermont  in  17'.>o,  married 
Miss  Susan  Perkins  of  IMaintleld,  Ct.,  and  \ 
died  June  7,  17%,  age<l  -S.    The  year  fol-  j 
lowing  Arnold's  death  a  small  volume  was  i 
published  in   Providonco.   entitled,    I'aftn.s  j 
by  the  late  Josias  Lyndon  Anudd,  J-.'.u^.,  of  { 
S(.  Johns/iuri/,  V.rmnnt.     From  the  preface  j 
to  this  volume  we  make  the  following  ex- j 
tract:  "  Mr.  .\riiold.  before  leaning  college,  j 


had  given  splendid  proofs  of  hiw  practir.-\l 
talents,  antl  acquired  the  reputation  of  un- 
common attainments  in  all  tiie  ornauu'ntal 
and  useful  branches  of  literature.  His  f\c- 
({uaintance  with  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics 
and  the  best  English  writers  in  history  urid 
belles-letters  was  intimatQ  ;  \vitli  the  vernu<t- 
ular  and  learned  languages  he  was  familiar 
and  critical.  With  an  imagination  bold  au'i 
fruitful,  he  possessed  an  understanding  cool 
and  discriminating;  and  while  indulging  tho 
fanciful  flights  of  the  muse,  he' was  equal  to 
the  calm  discussions  of  reason.  No  man  was 
better  calculated  to  command  the  voice  of 
popular  applause.  No  one  of  his  age  re- 
ceived more  flattering  proofs  of  public  appro- 
probation.  He  was  an  early  candidate  for 
fame.  His  political  prospects  were  bright 
and  promising,  and  few  had  stronger  rea- 
sons for  attachment  to  life ;  but  alas !  the 
strength  of  his  constitution  was  unequal  to 
the  vigor  of  his  mind."  As  representative 
of  Mr.  Arnold's  versification,  we  quote  the 
following 

Lines  on  a  Young  Lady  embarking  for  a  Sea 
Voyage. 

Ye  winds  be  hushed  —  forbear  to  roar 
Ye  waves,  nor  proudly  lash  the  shore; 

Be  hush'd,  ye  storms,  in  silence  sleep, 
Nor  rage  destructive  o'er  the  deep. 

AsPAStA  sails  —  and  at  her  side,  • 

The  Beauties  on  the  ocean  ride. 

Rise,  Neptune,  from  thy  coral  bed, 
And  lift  on  bigh  thy  peaceful  head ; 

Calm  with  thy  rod  the  raging  main, 
Or  bid  the  billows  rage  in  vain. 

AsPASi.A.  sails  —  and  at  her  side 

The  Graces  on  the  ocean  ride.  " 

Attendants  of  the  vatery  god, 

Ye  Tritons,  leave  your  green  abode  ; 

Ye  Nereids,  with  your  flowing  hair. 
Arise,  and  make  the  nymph  your  care. 

Astasia  sails  —  and  at  her  side 

The  Muses  on  the  ocean  ride. 

Thou  sea-born  Venus,  from  thine  isle, 
Propitious  on  this  voyage  smile; 

Already  anxious  for  the  fair. 

Thy  winged  son  prefers  his  prayer. 

Astasia  sails  —  and  at  her  side 

The  Loi:ts  upon  the  ocean  ride. 

Let  all  attend  —  and  bid  the  breeze 
lilow  softly  —  bid  the  swelling  sens 

Swell  gently  —  for  such  worth  before. 
The  ocean's  bosom  never  bore. 

Astasia  sails  —  and  at  her  side 

Tlie  Virtues  on  the  ocean  ride. 
July  2J,  17'J1. 
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The  followini;  linos  have  perhaps  more 
local  interest,  than  intrinsic  merit,  being  a 
brict'  extract  from 

An  Ode   Written  on  the  Jiank.t  of  Pas- 
su mpsic  River,  in  Scpttinher  1700. 
Passumpsick,  hail!  who  glid  st  along 
Unknown  to  melody  and  .^ong, 

Reflecting  in  thy  watery  glass 
Wide  spreading  elms,    .        •        •  • 
And  pines  that  kiss  the  ambient  sky. 
Thy  stream  which  runs  like  Fancy's  child, 
Irregtilar  and  sweetly  wild, 
Oft  on  its  margin  has  beheld, 
The  Sachem  and  his  tawny  train, 
Roll  the  red  eye  in  vengeful  ire, 
And  lead  the  captive  to  the  tire. 
Now,  fairer  scenes  thy  banks  adorn ; 
Yellow  wheat  and  waving  corn 
Bend  in  gratitude  profound, 
As  yielding  homage  to  the  ground. 
Passumpsick,  hail !  who  glid'st  along, 
The  theme  of  many  a  future  song, 
Had'st  thou  a  wish,  that  wish  would  be 
Still  on  thy  banks  such  scenes  to  see. 
Where  innocence  and  peace  are  found, 
While  yice  and  tumult  fill  the  earth 
around. 

Mr.  Arnold  at  the  date  of  his  death  held 
the  offices  of  town  clerk  and  town  repre- 
sentative. ■  His  widow,  Mrs,  Susan  P.  Ar- 
nold, afterwards  re-married,  and  was  the 
mother  of  the  Hon.  Geo.  P.  Marsh  of  this 
state. 

An  old  chronicler,  who  half  a  century  ago 
was  recording  passing  events,  makes  the 
following  allusion  to  the  death  of  the  Ar- 
nolds :  . 

«*The  father  had  chosen  for  hi^  family 
seat,  a  plain  near  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
The  son  occupied  the  same.  They  looked  to 
that  spot  as  the  seat  of  the  future  village. 
Every  thing  was  favorable.  The  leading 
roads  almost  unavoidably  centered  there. 
The  situation  was  favorable  for  building.. 
On  its  border  were  excellent  seats  for  mills, 
and  all  kinds  of  machinery  rcijuiring  the  aid 
of  water.  The  short  life  of  the  father,  and 
still  shorter  of  the  son  blasted  all  tiie^e  pro- 
spects, and  destroyed  the  <losign  of  the  Doc- 
tor, which  was  to  build  up  a  city  around 
him." 

It  is  further  stated  that  Dr.  Arnold  in- 
tended to  have  parceled  out  the  Plain  lands 
into  ♦'small  lots,  sutliciently  large  for  gar- 
den and  necessary  buildiMir'^.  '  allowing  no 
one  more  than  one  or  two  lot><,  and  thus  to 


have  controlled  and  superintended  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  village. 

In  turning  over  the  early  records  of  our 
town  clerks,  we  tind  the  business  transac- 
tions of  town  and  freemen's  meetings  to 
have  partaken  largely  of  the  miscellaneous. 
Tiiese  meetings  were  commonly  held  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  Dr.  Arnold  until  his  death, 
after  which  they  were  "held  around." 
Sometimes  they  convened  at  Nathaniel  Kd- 
son's  barn,  and  sometimes  in  the  new  dwell- 
ing house  of  the  said  Kdson.  In  ITOH,  it 
was  unanimously  '•voted,  that  the  town  will 
agree  to  hold  their  meetings  at  Asijuire 
Edson's  house  in  future."  Apprehending 
certain  contingencies  however,  it  was  judged 
advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  "  to  enquire 
of  the  said  Edson  for  liberty  of  the  use  of 
his  house."  This  committee  after  a  confer- 
ence with  said  Edson,  reported  "  that  the 
said  Nath,  Edson  gives  his  consent  that  the 
town  shall  hold  a  meeting  at  his  House  on 
March  next  and  not  thereafter."  The  house 
in  question  is  the  same  now  occupied  by 
Mr,  Beaumon  Batler  south  of  Center  vil- 
lage. 

In  1702  it  w^a.s  "Voted,  that  a  Bounty  of 
$10,  be  paid  to  any  Inhabitant  of  this 
Township  who  shall  take  track  of  a  Wolf 
in  town  and  kill  the  same  in  any  part  of  the 
state," 

In  1705  "Voted,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  procure  powder  and  lead  if 
necessary. 

Voted,  that  the  town  be  districted  for 
schools,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  com- 
mittee for  the  said  purpose." 

170<i,  "Voted,  that  Surveyors  of  Highways 
shall  see  that  Canada  thistles  are  cut  in  the 
season  directed  or  complain. 

"Voted,  that  th*  Selectmen  shall  take  in- 
voice of  ye  rateable  properties  by  going  to 
their  several  dvrellings." 

1707,  "  Voted,  that  Henry  Iloflfman  have 
the  Improvement  of  the  Burial  Vard  in  the 
South  Parish  in  St.  Johnsbury  (Plain),  pro- 
vided he  clear  tke  same,  and  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  use  heretofore  made  thereof, 
until  such  time  as  the  said  town  shall  put 
the  said  land  to  some  other  use." 

1708.  "Voted,  to  dispense  with  such  part 
of  the  fine  imposed  on  John  K — t  for  theft, 
as  belongs  to  the  town  of  St.  .Johnsbury." 

1700,  "Voted,  that  Nath.  Kdson  receive 
from  the  town  $70  in  grain,  for  the  use  and 
trouble  of  his  hotf-ff/' 

1800,  "Voted,  that  Hogs  shall  not  run  at 
;  large  during  tiro  ensuitig  year." 
I     Sheep,  cattle  and  swine  hud  for  the  most 
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part,  been  suflercd  to  iimible  ut  large.  So 
long  ns  thiy  was  the  case,  it  became  neces- 
sary tor  each  animal  to  .submit  to  the  process 
of  markitig,  which  operation  generally  in- 
volv-cd  the  mutilation  of  one  or  both  ears. 
We  tind  the  following  "cattle  marks"  re- 
corded in  IT'J.").-  '"The  niiirk  of  Josias  L. 
Arnold,  Esq.,  is  a  swallow  s  tail  in  the  end 
of  the  right,  ear,  and  a  crop  oti"  the  left  ear, 
being  formerly  the  mark  of  J  omit  ban  .Vrnold 
his  father.  The  mark  of  llarnabu;^  Darker  is 
a  hole  through  the  left  oar  (simplex  mun- 
ditiis).  The  mark  of  Nathaniel  Edson  is  a 
hole  through  the  right  ear  and  a  slit  in  the 
same.  The  mark  of  Joseph  Lord  is  a  cut  of 
half  an  inch  on  the  top  of  the  right  ear  and 
about  the  middle  thereof,  and  a  half  penny 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  left  ear  near  the 
head.  Recorded  March  2,  17'JO,  J.  L. 
Arnold,  T.  Clerk." 

Before  the  XVIIIth  century  clo.^ed  St. 
Johnsbury  had  grown  to  be  a  thriving  town, 
and  was  fast  increasing  in  population  and 
wealth.  In  1800  the  town  numbered  OG.']  in- 
habitants, and  the  grand  li-t  was  tigured  at 
$8628.  The  tabic  from  which  this  list  was  i 
made  out  is  here  inserted;  probably  the  ten  l 
houses  mentioned  did  not  include  the  log 
cabins  in  which  most  of  the  settlers  were 
quartered : 

Town  of  St.  Johnshriry,  County/  of  Orange. 

Grand  List,  A.  D.  IHH). 
No.  of  Polls,    .    124  ;  Assesirmcnt, 
No.  a.  imp.  land,  lO'jVt ;  •< 
No.  of  Houses,       10;  " 
Other  property  to  value  of,    .  . 


$10,148.25  I 


Deduct  76  Militia  Polls,  assessed  at 
do     Horses  of  Cavalry,  none. 


1,520.00 


Bal.,  or  true  list  for  State  Taxes,    $8028.25  j 

To  show  the  comparative  increase  of  pro-  i 
perty  in  the  town,  a  table  of  jrand  lists  is 
here  quoted  from  the  date  of  organisation  | 
down  to  the  year  1800: 

1790,  .    .  $4(18.10    170r..  .  $1415.10 

1791,  .    .     590. (M)    17'.  17.  .    .  0295.  L'5 

1792,  .    .    8t;:i.l5    179S,  .    .  728ti..-,0 

1793,  .  .  lOoo.  15  17H0,  .  .  7201.75 
•1794,  .    .  1200.0<)    18(M.),  .    .  8028.25 

1795,  .    .  15(K>.<X)  . 

In  the  year  1797,  St.  Johnsb\iry  was  set 
off  from  Orange  county,  and  with  eighteen 
others  united  to  form  the  new  county  of  Ca-  \ 
ledonia.    This  your  we  notice  an  incr«'ase  in  j 
the  grand  list  over  pi-eccding  years  of  nearly  ' 
$5000,    The  increase  of  population  by  births  i 


and  in>n»igiation  for  the  lirat  five  years  utifr 
settlement  of  the  town  was  not  far  from  5o 
a  year  or  250  in  all.  The  exact  number  '\s 
not  known. 

As  yet  no  established  post  roads  had  boon 
constructed,  and  the  arrangements  for  carry- 
ing mails  were  every  way  inadequate  to  thu 
wants  of  the  settlers.  All  the  southern 
mails  were  conveyed  from  Barnet  to  St. 
Johnsbury,  over  the  hill  road  through 
I'cacham  and  Danville.  The  post  riders 
made  their  periodic  circuits  on  horseback, 
fully  equipped  with  saddle  bags  and  tin 
horns.  Prominent  among  these  public  func- 
tionaries, and  well  known  for  his  daring, 
was  the  man  William  Trescott.  He  had  been 
endowed  by  nature  with  a  versatile  genius. 
His  attainments  in  astronomy  and  capacity 
for  ardent  spirits  were  aiike  immense,  and 
his  genius  was  especially  exercised  in  the 
construction  of  almanacs  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  bears.  He  it  was,  who  encountered 
and  vanquished  Bruin  on  the  edge  of  the 
gravel  bank  south  of  the  Plain.  It  happened 
on  this  wise:  Trescott  had  been  employed  in 
clearing  and  burning  over  the  tract  of  hill 
land  to  the  south  of  Dr.  Lord's  house.  The 
fires  which  required  '"tucking  up  "  in  the 
evening,  had  excited  the  curiosity  of  a  cer- 
tain bear,  who  after  dark,  prowled  out  of  the 
woods  to  investigate  proceedings.  In  the 
course  of  their  wanderings  over  the  hill-side 
Trescott  and  Bruin  most  unadvisedly  met, 
each  being  astonished  at  seeing  in  the  dark- 
ness an  undefined  phenomenon  standing  on 
two  feet.  No  very  considerable  space  of  time 
elapsed  before  an  acquaintance  was  effected, 
and  warmly  embracing  each  other,  the  two 
rolled  in  alternate  victory  and  defeat  down 
the  hill-side,  until  cradled  in  the  hollow  of 
an  uprooted  stump.  Trescott  was  now  un- 
derneath, uninjured  and  unterrified.  His 
right  hand  was  free,  with  which  he  straight- 
way produced  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  and 
after  opening  the  blade  of  the  same  with  his 
teeth,  applied  it  with  fatal  effect  to  the  jugu- 
lar vein  of  the  (juadruped.  Thus  ended  the 
trageily  :  -but  the  bear  meantime  hadsutfeVcd 
untold  agonies  from  the  incessant  worrying 
and  yelping  of  TrescotCs  dog,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  personal  comfort  of  both  combat- 
ants had  been  seriously  endangered  by  the 
showers  of  fire  brands  that  came  blazing 
down  the  hill-side  at  the  instigation  of  a  cer- 
tain terrified  youth  above.  Now  in  giving 
the  minor  particulars  of  this  transaction, 
authorities  somewhat  differ,  but  as  to  the 
t.-f^cnfial  facts,  that  Eill  Trescott  met.  huggoJ 
and  rolled  down  hill  with  a  hear,  and  there- 
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upon    instituted    a  courae   of  proceedings 
biglily  disgusting  to  the  Intter,  all  agree. 

Several  years  after  the  ahove  adventurg, 
and  indeed  within  the  recollection  of  many 
eye  witnesses  still  living,  a  movement  was 
made  which  evinced  a  unanimous  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  citizens,  to  wage  a 
war  of   extermination   against   the  bears. 
The  fact  that  the  latter  hail  greatly  multi- 
plied in  the  land,  and  had  long  waxed  cor- 
pulent over  the  plundered  cornticlds  of  the 
settlers,  was  regarded  as  ample  provocation 
for  this  belligerent  movement,    in  due  time 
Dr.  Calvin  Jewett  as  commander-in-chief,  I 
mustered  all  the  effective  forces  of  St.  .Johns-  | 
bury,  who  took  up  their  fowling-pieces  and  j 
followed  him  into  the  haunts  of  the  taciturn  j 
offenders.    An  ample  range  of  forests  was  I 
enclosed  by  the  encompassing  hosts,  and  the  ! 
point  of  convergence  determined  upon,  was  | 
the  steep  bluff  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Pas-  ! 
sumpsic,  opposite  the  bend  in  the  river  road.  ! 
midway  between  Center  village  and  the  Plain.  \ 
Hither  in  course  of  time,  vrere  gathered  nine  ' 
distracted  bears.    Furthermore  it  is  a  very  i 
suggestive  fact,  that  shortly  after  the  advent  \ 
of  these  bears  over  the  hill-top,  nine  black  ' 
pelts  might  have  been  seen,  spread  out  on  i 
the  grass  plat   front   of  Edson's   tavern.  ' 
Equally  suggestive  is  the  fact  that  these  | 
nine  pelts  were  "  all  sold  off  for  the  ncces-  j 
saries  of  life  —  rum,  bread  and  butter."  ! 

Previous  to  the  year  1800,  vigorous  and  j 
repeated  efforts  had  been  made  by  various  ; 
citizens  of  the  town  to  establish  a  place  of  i 
public  worship,  or  some  building  lo  answer  j 
the  two  fold  purpose  of  a  church  and  town  i 
house.  It  was  not  however  until  the  year! 
1802,  that  the  town  voted  an  appropriation  < 
for  this  purpose.  On  the  'Jnd  September  of  ■ 
this  year,  a  meeting  was  called  "  by  request 
of  18  substantial  freeholders,"  to  consider 
the  question  of  building  a  town  house. 

<' Met  at  the  house  of  Lieut.  Pierce,  and 
made  Choise  of  Alexander  Gilchrist  Mode- 
rator. On  motion,  voted  to  raise  .S8oO,  Pay- 
able in  good  wheat  at  the  market  Prise,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  house  for  holding 
town  meetings  —  one  half  to  be  paid  in  the 
To'.vn  treasury  by  the  first  of  January  next, 
viz:  $4il5  at  each  payment.  On  njotion, 
voted  to  erect  said  house  on  a  certain  Peace 
of  Land  given  by  Lieut.  Thomas  Pierce  for 
Publick  use  near  his  house  in  said  Town. 
On  motion,  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of 
three  to  superintend  biiilding  said  House, 
and  that  Joel  Roberts,  As<[uire  Aid  rich,  and 
Thomas  Pierce,  Ksq.,  be  the  Coiutwiiioe.  who 
ecceptedthe  appointment.    On  motion,  voted 


that  said  Committee  have  Liberty  to  Dispose 
of  the  lioors  of  the  house  to  individuals,  in 
such  a  manner  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall 
Judge  best,  the  avails  of  which  to  be  appro- 
priated in  order  to  finish  said  house  Sutible 
and  Convenent  to  attend  I'ublict  Worship  in, 
and  for  a  Town  House.  On  motion,  voted, 
that  the  said  Committee  prosead  as  soon  as 
may  be,  in  the  line  of  their  appointment. 
On  motion,  vpted  to  dissolve  said  meeting. 
Attest,  Nath.  Edson,  T.  Clerk." 

During  the  following  year  $80  more  were 
appropriated  to  the  same  object,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  180i,  the  building  was  raised. 
At  this  raising  all  the  able  bodied  men  and 
boys  in  town  were  assembled.  After  the 
frame  had  been  erected,  a  gymnastic  enter- 
tainment was  executed  by  Zibe  Tute,  who 
about  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  ascended 
one  of  the  rafters,  stood  on  his  head  at  the 
end  of  the  ridge  pole,  and  thence,  after 
emptying  the  contents  of  his  flask,  descended 
with  head  downwards  to  the  ground.  The 
temperance  reform  had  not  yet  began. 
Tradition  tells  us  that  all  the  shingles  used  on 
this  building  Avere  taken  from  a  single  tree. 
The  floor  of  the  house  was  divided  up  into 
the  square  pews  which  were  characteristic 
of  olden  days,  51  being  placed  on  the  lower 
floor  and  25  in  the  galleries.  This  building, 
which  stood  foi;  more  than  20  years  the  only 
meeting  house  in  town,  Avas  built  on  the  high 
hill  west  of  Center  Village,  in  the  central 
right  of  the  township,  which  had  been  ori- 
ginally alloted  to  Ebenezer  Scott,  and  by 
him  deeded  to  Lieut.  Pierce,  with  a  special 
reservation  of  2  acres  for  the  use  of  the 
town.  From  its  high  and  bleak  location,  it 
overlooked  the  valley  of  the  Passumpsic, 
from  Lyndon  Falls,  past  the  mouth  of 
Moose  river  and  Arnold's  Mills  to  the  mea- 
dows at  the  mouth  of  the  Sleeper.  Within 
its  spacious  walls  it  received  on  town  days 
the  representatives  of  every  family,  and  on 
the  sabbath  the  worshipers  of  every  denomi- 
nation. For  41  years  its  brown  old  timbers 
stood  on  the  hill  top.  until  in  lh2.>  it  was 
removed  to  its  present  U)cation  in  the  (\»nter 
village,  and  as  late  as  lh')r>  the  lower  floor 
was  used  for  the  accommodation  of  town 
meetings.  The  former  site  is  now  a  green 
sward,  with  no  relic  of  former  years,  save 
the  projecting  end  of  ledge  which  was  known 
as  "  Whig  Kock  "  in  the  day-i  when  it  was 
used  as  a  rostrum  for  j>oliticHl  hur  iiiguers. 
The  first  town  meeting  held  in  this  house 
was  on  September  1,  iSnl.  Respecting  this 
buibling  tlie  following  action  was  subse- 
quently taken  by  the  town  : 
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"Voted,  that  Capt.  Johu  Barney  bo  em- 
ployed to  keep  the  Meeting  House  clean,  and 
that  he  sweep  it  ai  least  twice  during  the 
year. 

♦*  Voted,  that  no  person  or  persona  be  al- 
owed  to  enter  the  Pulpit  on  town  meeting 
Days,  unles  speshely  Directed  by  the  town. 

Voted,  that  Five  per;;on.H  be  appointed 
to  Expel  dogs  from  the  Meeting  House  on 
Sundays,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to 
take  such  measures  as  they  think  proper, 
and  that  the  town  will  indemnify  them  for 
so  doio^." 

Gea.  Joel  Roberts,  Capt,  John  Barney, 
Gen.  R.  W.  Fenton,  Simeon  Cobb  and  Abel 
Shorey,  were  appointed  dog  comuiiitee,  and 
accepted  the  responsibilities  of  ti»e  otlice. 
One  of  the  ways  in  which  expen-ics  of  public 
worship  were  met  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  note,  in  which  the  subscriber  pro- 
mises to  pay  "  three  midling  likely  ewe  sheep 
as  to  age,  size  and  quality,  on  demand,  and 
to  keep  the  said  three  sheep  live  years,  free 
from  expence  to  the  said  Society,  and  to  pay 
the  Wooll  to  the  committee  in  June,  and  the 
lambs  on  or  Before  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber yearly.  All  the  Wooll  and  all  the  lambs 
and  all  the  proffits  arising  from  the  said 
Sheep,  to  be  laid  out  yearly  for  Congrega- 
tional Preaching." 

The  first  district  school  house  built  by  the 
town  has  led  a  more  restless  career  than  its 
predecessor  the  meeting  house.  No  less  than 
six  distinct  localities  on  Main  street  have 
sustained  this  classic  edifice.  Originally  it 
stood  on  Main  street,  corner  of  Winter  ;  thence 
it  was  moved  southward  to  a  place  opposite 
the  Bank  ;  thence  northward  to  the  foot  of 
Mt.  Pleasant ;  thence  southward  to  the  corner 
of  Church  street  ;  thence  northward  over 
against  ^ Arnold  park;  thence  southward  a 
short  distance  to  its  present  locution,  a  few 
hundred  yards  north  of  its  original  site. 
The  first  school  in  this  building  which  is 
now  attached  to  a  dwelling  huuse,  was  kejit 
by  Miss  Rhoda  Smith,  llev.  Dr.  (Joodi-ll  of 
Constantinople  was  also  at  one  tin>ea  teacher 
on  the  Plain.  A  few  years  later  a  >niall 
building  was  erected  on  the  south  side  of 
Moose  river,  and  was  known  as  the  Branch 
Bridge  school  house.  In  tliis  house  a  party 
of  soldiers  returning  frinii  ilie  war  of  IHTJ, 
were  quartered  for  a  night,  making  use  of 
the  hemlock  fire  wood  for  pillows,  and  the 
handkerchief  of  the  mistress  for  ))andages. 
No  record  of  dates  i"  \'>>nud  to  indicate  the 
time  when  the  ditfcrt-at  school  houses  in 
town  were-erectod.  Tlif  j  rc-ont  luimlu'r  (if 
school  districts  is  17,  the  number  of  schools 


and  the  amount  expended  for  their  hu^>- 
port  per  annuni,  about  -SoUOO. 

it  must  have  been  after  the  erection  of  thn 
meeting  house  and  the  establishment  of  tl.e 
first  school  on  the  Plain,  that  a  petition  was 
sent  in  to  the  legislature  by  the  land  owiKr>t 
and  settlers  in  the  west  part  of  Littlotua 
(now  Waterford),  praying  to  be  set  off  from 
that  town  and  united  to  St.  Johnsbury.  For 
in  this  petition  "  it  is  humbly  shewn  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  St.  Johnsbury  being  Organ- 
ized, and  amongst  whom  Law  is  known,  and 
Order  is  duly  observed,  and  having  begun  to 
provide   for    the   introduction    of  regular 
Schools,  and  the  Preaching  of  the  Gospel; 
for  these  reasons  in  an  especial  manner,  as 
well  as  others,  we  are  desirous  to  be  united 
with  them  that  we  and  our  Children  may  as 
Citizens  and  Christians  enjoy  those  valuable 
\  advantages  as  early  as  may  be,  and  which 
I  without  such  Union  we  cannot  expect  to  do, 
j  if  ever,  for  many  years."    It  would  seem 
j  that  the  Governor  was  not  opposed  to  such  a 
■  change,  for  he  states  in  a  foot  note  to  the 
I  petition  that  "in  ease  the  foregoing  facts 
I  are  truly  stated,  he  has  no  objection  to  the 
j  prayer  of  the  petitioners  being  granted." 
j     St.  Johnsbury  at  this  time  was  rapidly 
j  improving.    The  publici^tion  of  its  weekly 
j  paper,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  its 
,  churches,  and  the  subsequent  establishment 
!  of  the  Academies,  tended  much  to  elevate 
!  the  character  and  influence  of  the  pkice. 
i     On  the  3d  of  July,  1828,  was  issued  at  St. 
j  Johnsbury  Plain,  the  first  number  of  The 
j  Farmer  s  Herald,   a  weekly  Whig  journal. 
I  edited  by  Dr.  Luther  Jewett.    This  publica- 
I  tion  was  continued  about  four  years,  when 
I  the  failing  health  of  the  editor  caused  its 
temporary  abandonment.    In  July  of  1832, 
i  however,  it  was  revived  by  Samuel  Eaton, 
j  Jr.,  under  the  name  of  The  Weekly  31essengcr, 
j  or  Connecticut  and  Fassximpsic  Valley  Adver- 
\  tiser.    In  the  course  of  the  following  year^ 
j  the  establishment  passed  into  the  hands  of 
\  A.  G.  Chadwick,  Esq.,  who  commenced  in 
!  August,  1837,  and  for  18  years  continued  the 
publication  of  Tlie  Caledunian.    Since  18oo, 
I  this  paper  has  been  under  the  management 
j  of  Rand  iS:  Stone  and  Stone     Co.,  has  nearly 
1  reached  its  XXVth  volume,  and  attained  a 
I  circulation  of  about  1900  copies. 

1  Dr,  Luthek  Jewett, 

!  Whose  enterprise  established  and  whose  lite- 
i  rary  talent  ably  sustained  the  first  paper 
j  in  S^.  Johnsbury,  was  for  many  years  an 
i  active  and  honored  citizen  of  this  town.  He 
1  was  born  in  (\uiterbury,  Ct.,  1772 — gradu- 
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ated  at  Dartmouth  Collepe,  class  of  1 


ihe  hall  of  the  brick  house  built  by 


ed  to  St.  Johiisbury  in  IHtJO,  ana  iinnie- I  Ciipt.  Martin,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still 


rcniov 

diately  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
In  1817  he  represented  t ho  north-east  di.strict 
of  Vermont  in  Conjrress,  and  took  his  seat 
by  the  side  of  Daniel  Webster,  then  iu  his 
second  term.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
year  following  by  the  Coos  Association,  and 
supplied  the  pulpits  of  Newbury  and  other 
towns  in  this  vicinity  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.    His  varied  acquirements,  and  expe 


standing  near  the  Union  school  house. 
Owing  to  the  want  of  suihcieut  funds,  no 
organization  under  the  charter  was  etlected, 
b\it  for  several  years  the  seminary  was  sus- 
tained with  much  success,  until  after  the 
grant  of  St.  Johnsbury  Academy  18  years 
later,  when  it  was  given  up  and  merged  into 
the  latter  institution.  The  persons  employed 
as  teachers  iu  this  seminary  were  8  iu  num- 


rience  in  public  life  especially  titled  him  for  i  ber,  extending  their  instructions  over  a 
the  post  of  a  journalist,  and  in  the  editorial '  period  of  nearly  seventeen  years,  viz:  Miss 
management  of  the  Herald,  he  displayed  !  Trowbridge  of  Worcester,  Miss  Giles  of  Wal- 
much  practical  tact  and  ability.  He  was  ;  pole,  Miss  Nevvcomb  of  Keene,  Miss  Almira 
honest  and  straightforward  in  every  expres-  j  Taylor  of  Derry,  Misses  Susan  and  Catha- 

-Irine  Clark  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Miss  Bradley 


sion  of  opinion,  and  no  less  firm  in  his  sup-  j 


port  of  justice  and  right,  than  unsparing  in 
his  rebuke  of  existing  evils.  Slavery,  in- 
temperance and  anti-masonry,  he  denounced 

in  the  most  fearless  manner,  and  to  combat '  One  of  the  originators  and  warmest  sup- 


of  Peacham,  aad  Miss  Hobart  of  Berlin. 
Hon.  Ephraim  Paddock, 


the  ultraism  of  the  latter,  he  issued  during 
the  year  1827,  a  weekly  sheet  entitled  The 


porters  of  this  Seminary,  was  a  strong- 
minded,  self-educated  man,  and  well-known 


Friend,  whose  columns  were  entirely  devoted  |  t'>i-  many  years  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 


to  the  discussion  of  this  and  kindred  sub- 
jects. A  late  member  of  Congress  from 
Massachusetts,  and  intimate  frieud  of  the 
Doctor,  writes  as  follows  :  "  To  us,  the  name 
of  Luther  Jewett  will  always  recall  some  of 
the  most  pleasant  memories  of  life.  He  was 
eminently  good,  and  scrupulously  just  in  all 
his  ways.  In  a  delightful  village,  unsur- 
passed for  its  picturesque  beauty  by  any  in 
New  England,  his  bright  example  has  con- 
tributed largely  for  half  a  century  in  the 
development  of  its  character  for  enterprise 


in  this  part  of  the  state.  His  early  educa- 
I  tion  was  that  of  the  common  school  only, 
j  bur  in  this  he  made  such  proficiency  that  on 
I  removing  to  this  state  from  Massachusetts, 
j  he  was  for  two  or  three  years  employed  as 
i  an  instructor  in  Peacham  Academy,  then  the 
i  only  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 
'  His  opportunities  for  professional  studies 
'\  were  very  limited,  and  the  stand^ird  of  legal 
,  actiuirements  at  the  time  was  by  no  means  a 
higli  one ;  yet  after  he  had  commenced  prac- 
;  tice  in  St.  .Johnsbury,  he  applied  himself 


as  well  as  for  moral  and  intellectual  eleva- i  w'ith  such  diligence  to  judicial  investigation, 
tion.  On  revisiting  the  town  a  few  years  i  tbat  he  was  quickly  enabled  to  take  rank 
since,  we  sought  out  the  venerable  old  man  \  with  the  most  learned  lawyers  of  the  state." 


at  his  retired  house,  and  found  him  so  feeble 
that  he  scarcely  ventured  from  his  door. 
His  snowy  locks  and  patriarchal  mein  lent 
impressiveness  to  his  words  as  he  conversed 


He  always  maintained  a  high  position  as  a 
lawyer,  and  did  much  to  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  the  legal  profession  in  this  vicinity. 
We  find  the  following  record  of  his  public 


of  current  events  with  the  zest  of  one  who  '  services  :    "He  was  representative  of  St. 


was  never  content  to  be  a  mere  spectator  of 
the  world's  progress.  It  was  our  last  meet- 
ing.   We  left  him 

*  in  a  preen  old  ace. 

And  lookioK  like  the  oak.  worn,  l-ut  ^till  steady 
Amidst  the  eU-nients,  w  hite  j-ouu«i.t  trt-fs 
Fell  fast  around  him.'" 
He  died  in  18G0,  aged  87. 


St.  Johnsbury  Femalk  Seminvry. 
On  the  27th  November,  1S24,  was  incorpo- 
rated the  St.  Johnsbury  Female  Seminary. 
This  institution  owed  its  existence  to  the 
eflorts  of  Judge  Paddock  and  Deacon  I.uther 

Clark,  bv  whom  the  charter  was  ul'tained,  !  interested  in  the  ca\ist' 


Johnsbury  in  the  state  legislature  from  1821 
to  '2G,  inclusive  —  a  member  of  the  consti- 
tutional convetition  in  1828 — one  of  the 
council  of  censors  in  1841  —  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  from  1828  to  ol.  In  1847  he 
retired  from  professional  duties,  having  well 
earned  a  quiet  old  age  by  a  long  life  of  act- 
ivity and  usefulness."  He  died  July  27, 
1859,  aged  79. 


St.  Johnsbi:ky  Academy. 
Early  in  the  year  1842  a  movement  wns 
made  by  several  i>ersous  who  were  warndy 
>f  education,  to  esta- 


and  a  small  school  opened  the  year  follow-  \  blish  on  a  penrument  and  liberal  basis  a  high 
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school  or  academy  on  the  IMiiin.  This  move- 
ment resultcti  in  tljc  esCablishnient  of  (he  St. 
Johiisbury  Acudt'iiiy,  uii  institution,  whicii 
from  a  tumuli  and  unpretentious  beginnin;^ 
has  grown  to  beconio  one  of  the  moHt  flour- 
ishing of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
A  constant  and  efficient  relijxious  intiucnce, 
systematic  thoroughness  in  everything  un- 
dertaken, and  cultivation  of  the  mental 
faculties  rather  than  mere  accunmlatiou  of 
knowledge,  were  the  objects  specially  aimed 
at  in  the  establishment  of  this  institution, 
and  by  which  it  was  thought  that  a  fotinda- 
tion  might  be  laid  for  a  consistent,  sound, 
and  useful  character.  The  first  session  o*f 
this  academy  was  opened  on  a  small  scale  in 
the  fall  of  1842,  and  during  the  following 
year  a  building  of  ample  accommodations 
was  erected  at  the  south  end  of  tlie  Plain. 
The  subsequent  growth  of  the  town  and  in- 
creasing demands  of  the  school,  have  re- 
quired a  more  appropriate  and  commodious 
building.  From  the  commencement,  with 
exception  of  a  short  interval,  the  scho<»l  has 
been  under  charge  of  the  same  principal, 
who  is  still  at  its  head.  There  have  been 
connected  with  the  instructing  department 
of  the  institution,  21  male  and  17  female 
teachers  assistant,  and  nearly  18(XJ  different 
names  are  recorded  on  the  18  catalogues 
which  have  already  been  issued.  The  rate 
of  increase  for  the  first  five  years  may  be 
seen  from  tile  following  enumeration  :  Num- 
ber of  scholars  during  first  year,  101;  second 
year,  164;  third,  IDti ;  fourth,  200;  fifth, 
257.  Greatest  number  in  any  one  year  sub- 
sequent to  1847,  223 ;  James  K.  Colby,  prin- 
cipal; J.  C.  Cutler,  principal  in  18.')(>-7. 
The  springing  up  of  other  similur  institutions 
in  this  yicinity.  has  withdrawn  somewhat 
from  the  patronage  which  it  formerly  re- 
ceived, but  it  is  believed  that  the  hi;jrh  stand- 
ard, and  well  earned  reputation  of  St. 
Johnsbury  Academy,  will  still  give  it  that 
favor  and  influence  in  the  community  to 
which  its  antecedents  so  justly  entitle  it. 

We  would  not  in  this  connection,  omit  the 
name  of  one,  who  but  a  few  years  since,  was 
actively  identified  with  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion, education,  and  social  progress  in  this 
community,  and  whose  memory  is  yet  warm- 
ly cherished  in  the  hearts  of  those  wiio  knew 
him.  In  early  manhooil  and  ihe  full  tide  of 
usefulness,  he  passed  fronj  earth,  but  not 
until  by  an  earnest,  benevolent  an<l  guanled 
Christian  character,  he  had  faithfully  accom- 
plished "life's  great  end."*  Another's  {)en. 
if  any.  should  eul-vj-iz*'.  but  oiir-^  i-^  the  f)rivi- 
legc  to  make  grateful  mention  of  an  honored 


parent,  a  liberal  and  worthy  man  —  Josehu 

P.  FAfUBAXKH. 


.CHURCHES. 

Nearly  8  years  were  numbered  after  the 
seitlement  of  the  town,   before  any  active 
movement  was  made   to   establish  pul)lic 
divine  worship.    Not  a  large  proportion  of 
the  first  settlers  were  religious  men,  und 
after  the  rough  labors  of  the  week  Averc 
closed,  the  sabbath  seems  to  have  been  re- 
garded rather  as  a  day  of  physical  relaxation 
than  religious  observances.    We   are  told 
that  in  those  days  they  were  wont  to  spend 
the  sabbath  in  rambling  the  fields,  visiting 
each    other's   homes,    and   planning  tho.se 
labors  whicii  called  for  the  public  arm,  and 
aimed  at  the  public  good.    The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  in  1790,  but  not  till  1794 
was  the  question  put,  "  Will  the  town  raise 
money  by  tax  to  pay  for  preaching  of  the 
gospel?"    It  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  during  the  following  year,  J.  L. 
Arnold,  Joseph  Lord,  Stephen  Dexter,  John 
Ladd  and  Jona.  Adams,  were  chosen  com- 
mittee to  dra.w  up  a  subscription  paper  with 
the  same  object  in  yiew.    No  record  of  their 
labors  is  found,  and  in  September,  1797,  it 
was  voted  that  a  minister  be  hired  at  the 
expense  of  the  town.    Before  the  close  of  the 
meeting  however,  this  vote  was  recalled,  and 
a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  find  how 
much  money  could  be  raised  for  this  purpose 
by  voluntary  contributions.    What  success 
attended  their  labors  we  are  not  informed, 
but  at  the  next  March  meeting  in  1798,  we 
find  that  the  town  voted  to  raise  $80,  paya- 
ble in  grain  within  the  year  for  the  support 
of  preaching-    It  was  also  voted  "that  the 
town  build  a  house  for  public  use  or  a  town 
house,  to  be  framed,  enclosed  with  rough 
boards,  and  shingled  by  Nov.  1st,  1799;  to 
i  be  50  by  46  f^et  square  on  the  ground,  and 
j  to  be  located  wherever  a   committee  ap- 
j  pointed  for  the  purpose  should  designate." 
j  On  the  18th  day  of  June  following,  a  meeting 
i  was  called,  in  which  the  last  mentioned  vote 
j  respecting  the  town  house  was  revoked,  and 
j.it  was  then  and  there  determined  that  the 
j  town  shoulil  not  build  a   meeting  house. 
I  The  month  following  a  meeting  was  called 
j  to  consider  the  question  of  hiring  a  minister, 
j  Committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  con- 
I  sider  the  subject,   and  report  within  one 
i  hour.    According  to  the  records,  they  re- 
i  ported  it  as  their  opinion  "  that  tho  town 
!  owiht  to  hire  fj  minister,  and  therefore  to  raise 
j  $2oO,  payable  in  wheat,  rye,  corn,  pork  and 
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beef,  for  his  yearly  siilary.  Also  that  said 
minister  preach  one  half  the  time  on  the 
Plain,  and  the  other  half  at  the  most  con- 
venient place  toward  the  north  end  of  the 
town.  On  motion,  voted  to  hire  a  minister, 
A  minister  was  acconlinjrly  engaged,  who 


braces  all  who  have  been  settled  over  the 
church  : 

Pa.«tors.  InfitAllwl.  Dismi^-ed. 

Pearson  Thurston,  Oct.  li,'),  1815,  Oct.  17, '17. 
JoHiah.Morse.M.I).,  Feb.  l!l,  183:5.  May  3,  '43. 
James  P.  Stone,      Sep.  2'>,  184G,  Sep.  23,  '50. 


probably  remained  a  few  weeks  only,  for  in  j  U.  Wellington.  Jan.  4,  18.')  ),  Oct.  25,  'GO. 
September  of  the  same  ye;ir  ♦*  it  was  put  to 
vote  to  see  if  the  town  would  raise  mo?iey  to 
pay  for  further  preaching  and  determined  in 
the  negative.  But.  voted  to  raise  Si 5  to  pay 
expense  of  preaching  already  incurred." 
Oaejear  later.  September,  1709,  amotion 

to  hire  a  minister  by  the  town  was  again  i  •  ,    n    .       ^        •  .o.- 
negatived.    On  the  20.h  of  Mav.  1801.  it  was  I        C-'-  "^'-S^'.  -  ^^  -^^  an.  LK-a,.! 
"voted,  to  raise  $100.  payable  in  ^rain  hv  !  "*       ""f'"  .S™""^-    About  lo  jears  after 
the  1st  of  Feb.  next,  to  pay  for  preac-l.in.    i  '>^<=  ^Tst  Church,  m  con- 


George  H.  Clarke,  Jan.  15, 18i;j. 

During  the  2  years'  mini.stry  of  the  first 
pastor,  52  members  were  added  to  the  church, 
and  during  the  7  years  of  the  thir'I,  »>1 
This  church  still  worships  in  the  old  meet- 
ing house,  Avhich  was  moved  from  the  hill 

t 


the  grain  and 


sequence  of  the  scattering  of  the  families 


The  first  of  February  came- 
the  minister  came  not. 

On  the  2d  September,  1802,  one  more,  and 
finally  successful  effort  was  made  by  the  , 
town  to  erect  a  church  edifice,  and 'esta- '^^  *  colony  from  the  first,  and 

blish  at  last  a  place  for  the  observance  of  i  ^^^e  7th  April,  1825.    It  is  a 


and  the  increase  of  population  in  town, 
The  Second  Congregational  Church 


meetinir. 


noticeable  coincidence  that  this  church  also 
was  established  with  19  members,  of  wiiom 
six  were  mules  and  thirteen  females.  They 
wore  set  off  by  their  own  request,  and  with 
full  consent  of  the  church  then  existing,  and 
401.  A  large  and  commodious  building  was  j  *^'-^"P^^^^  same  Confession  of  Faith  and 
erected  in  the  fall  of  18u4,  and  so  finished  !  ^'^venant.  This  church  worshiped  on  the 
off  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  town  and  '  ''"'^  "^'^  following  list 

meeting  house,  although  it  was  some  years 
before  the  formation  of  any  church  body. 


sabbath  worship.  Record  of  this 
which  is  one  of  interest  [and  somewhat  ano- 
malous, as  the  town  subsequently  seemed  to 
abide  by  its  action],  ha.s  been  tran.«cribed, 
and  inserted  in  a  previous  section,  page 


The  First  Congregational  Chi  rch, 
Was  organized  Nov.  21st,  1809,  fifteen  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  five 
after  the  raising  of  the  meeting  house.  Fiev. 
Leonard  Worcester  of  Peacham,  i'ev.  John 


of  pastors,  settled  and  dismissed: 

■Pai?tor8.  Installed.  Dismissed. 

James  Johnson,  Feb.  28,  1827,  May  3,  "38. 
Johnll. Worcester,  Sep.  5,  1839,  Nov.  6, '46. 
William  B.  Bond.  Oct.  14,  1847,  June  29,  '5S. 
Ephraim  C.  Cum- 

mings,     .     .    May  10,  1860. 

The  church  was  very  much  enlarged  dur- 


Fitch  of  Danville,  and  Rev.  Asa  Carpenter  j  ing  the  ministrations  of  its  tw^o  first  pastors, 
of  Waterford,  constituted  the  ecclesiastical  j  and  especially  during  the  revivals  of  ]v^27, 
council.  The  little  band  of  nineteen  whose  I  1831  and  1832.  The  additions  emV»raced  a 
names  constitute  the  first  church  roil  of  the  !  ^arge  number  who  resided  in  and  near  the 
town,  formed  the  nucleus  of  four  large  Con-  |  Kast  village  of  St.  J(dinsbnry,  and  in  acoord- 
gregational  churches  which  now  stand  in  its  ance  with  their  wish,  to  be  set  off  in  a  sepa- 
place.  Six  were  males,  and  thirteen  females,  rate  body, 
Hubbard  Lawrence  was  cliosen  moderator 
and  David  Stowell  clerk,  both  of  whom  were 
subsequently  appointed  dear.ms,  ancl  both 
of  whom  were  recorded  as  *-good  men  and 
true." 

Six  years  passed  away  before  (he  church 
obtained  a  pastor,  but  public  wi>r<hip  is 
said  to  have  been  uniformly  mairuained, 
sometimes  with,  and  often  without  iirenching. 
The  sisters  of  the  church  frcijuontly  walked 
from  three  to  six  iiiih's  in  mid-winter  to 
attend  worship,  and  >;it.  in  ii.  cold  rtwnn 
through  the  service,  Tlie  following  list  em- 
48 


The  Third  Congregation.^l  Church 
Was  organized,  Nov.  25th,  1810.  A  meeting 
house  was  erected  for  their  accommodation 
in  the  East  village,  and  the  church  at  the 
date  of  its  organization,  consisted  of  2»t  in- 
dividuals from  neighboring  churches,  to  wit, 
two  fnim  the  First  and  eleven  from  the  Se- 
cond in  St.  Johnsbury  ;  five  fr-'in  the  church 
in  Kirby  ;  and  two  from  the  church  in  Lyn- 
don. This  chureh  snb>e<]uently  received 
large  additions  uu-liu-  ihe  ininistrauons  of 
its  successive  pastors,  as  follows  : 
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Pastors.  luMtallwl.  bisniLs.-'ed. 

Rufiis  Case,  Miiy   4,  Feb.  '!(>,  oO. 

J.  JI.  Guinej,  Feb.  27,  '55. 

John  Howeis,  Feb.    4,  1858. 

The  Second  Church,  located  on  tlio  IMain, 
by  reason  of  the  increase  of  its  conjri'ega- 
tion,  found  it  necessary  to  erect  a  new  hou«e 
of  larger  dimensions,  which  was  couipletod 
in  1817,  standing  on  the  corner  of  Church 
and  Main  streets.  But  the  population  of  the 
parish  still  continued  to  increase.  The  new 
house  was  found  insufficieiit  to  accommodate 
all  who  wished  to  attend  public  worship  ; 
and  in  the  spring  of  1851,  it  was  determined, 
after  mature  deliberation,  that  the  interests 
of  religion  rendered  expedient  the  formatiun 
of  a  new  church,  and  the  erection  of  a  new 
house  of  worship  on  the  Plain.  Accord- 
ingly a 

Fourth  Congregational  Cariicu 
Was  organized  Oct.  23,  1851,  consisting  of 
65  members — it  having  been  previously  voted 
that  not  less  than  one-quarter,  nor  more 
than  one-third  of  the  members  of  the  Second 
or  North  Church  should  be  designated  to  the 
new  organization.  The  church  edifice,  lo- 
cated near  the  academy  at  the  south  end  of 
the  Plain,  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the 
whole  society,  and  became  the  property  of 
the  new  church,  its  rents  being  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  their  own  pnstor,  and  other 
expenses  of  public  worship.  After  th6  es- 
tablishment of  this  colony,  the  t^vo  churches 
on  the  Plain,  Second  and  Fourth  became 
known  as  the  North  and  Soutli  Congrega- 
tional churches  of  St.  Johnsbury.  Pastors 
of  the  South  Church  have  been  as  follows  : 

Pastors.  In.<talIoiJ.  Di.-mi.-,-e»l. 

S.  G.  Clapp,  Jan.  l;5,  18.')2,  Jan.  IM.  '55. 
Geo.  N.  Webber,  Dec.  4.  1855,  Sep.  13,  '59. 
Lewis  0.  Brastow,  Jan.  10,  18t;0. 

Respecting  churches  of  other  denomina- 
tions, our  records  are  incomplete.  The 
Universalist  Church  at  Center  village,  was 
built  about  the  year  18;)0:  the  Methodist  in 
the  same  village,  a  few  years  later.  Of  the 
other  two  Methodist  churches  in  St.  .Johns- 
bury,  one  is  located  at  the  Ka'^t  village,  the 
other  on  Central  street,  at  the  Plain,  whi(;h 
latter  was  completed  in  185S.  }in<l  is  at  pre- 
sent supplied  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Worthen.  Kai  ly 
in  1850,  an  association  w.is  oreani/.ed  for  the 
purpose  of  sustaining  Kpi-copal  worship, 
but  as  yet  no  church  has  been  built,  or 
permanent  preacher  obtained.  The  corner 
stone  of  a  Catholic  oiiurch  wms  iaiil  in 
the  summer  of  ISOO,  and  when  completed, 


titere  will  bo  numbered  in  St.  Johnsbiu-v 
U  church  editices — two  at  the  EuHt,  mi,l 
three  at  Center  village,  and  four  on  the 
Plain.  Yet,  less  than  4(J  years  ago,  not  a 
church  spire  was  to  be  seen  iu  either  of  the 
villages. 

The  intiuence  of  the  strong  religious  ele- 
ment, which  after  the  formation  of  the  tir>t 
church,  began  to  prevail  over  the  immorali- 
ties of  former  years,  has  been  great.  It  is 
said  that  few  towns  have  at  diflerent  periods 
of  their  history,  developed  such  marked 
changes  of  character  as  this.  Originally  the 
standard  of  morality  was  low ;  in  a  few 
years,  with  the  influx  of  a  mixed  population, 
it  became  still  lower ;  but  by  degrees  the 
influence  of  good  men,  and  the  increasing 
facilities  for  religious  and  intellectual  culti- 
vation, imparted  a  more  salutary  tone  to 
society,  and  elevated  the  social  condition  of 
the  place  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  soon  ac- 
quired, and  has  for  many  years  retained,  a 
high  character  for  morality,  industry  and 
intelligence;  And  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
mention,  that  at  the  present  time  (1861),  the 
heads  of  both  the  executive  and  judiciarv  of 

this  state,  are  residents  of  St.  Johnsbury  

Gov.  E.  Fairbanks,  and  Chief  Justice  L.  P. 
Poland. 

The  relative  increase  of  population  in  the 
town  since  1800,  may  be  seen  by  comparing 
the  following  tables  quoted  from  the  census 
reports:  1800,  063;  1810,  1334;  1820,  1404; 
1830,  1592;  1840,  1887  ;  1850,  2758;  1860, 
3470.  In  1857,  the  first  registration  report 
was  made,  recording  for  that  year  114  births, 
50  deaths,  10  marriages.  The  increase  in 
post  oflice  business  has  been  great.  Thirty 
years  ago  there  was  but  one  office,  the  com- 
l)ensation  of  the  post  master  being  about 
^■>0.  Now,  of  the  three  independent  offices 
located  at  the  Plain,  East  and  Center  villages, 
a  single  one  receives  twenty  times  the  com- 
pensation which  was  paid  in  1830.  Within^ 
the  last  decade,  the  town  has  made  its  most 
rapid  growth  and  internal  development.  The 
opening  of  the  rail  road  —  chartering  of  the 
bank  —  removal  of  county  buildings,  and  the 
extensive  manufacturing  and  rail  road  in- 
terests here  established,  have  all  tended  to 
increase  the  importance  of  the  place  as  a 
l)usiness  center.  Passumpsic  Bank  was  in- 
corporated in  1840  — capital,  $100,000.  :Mt. 
Pleasant  Cemetery  was  laid  out  and  dedicated 
in  the  summer  of  1852,  and  is  probably  un- 
i  surpassed  in  natural  beauty  and  location  by 
I  any  other  in  the  state.  Caledonia  County 
j  ('uurt  House  wits  l)uilt  in  1S55,  at  an  expense 
I  of  $15,000.    Of  this  amount,  $3,000  was 
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raised  by  the  town  for  furnishing  a  hall, 
$1,770  p;iitl  as  sliare  of  county  tax,  and 
$1,000  by  voluntary  subscription  in  tlic 
village,  making  a  total  of  Sr),770,  or  about 
t\vo-tiftb.s  the  whole  expense.  The  ground 
occupied  by  the  Court  House,  was  originally 
granted  to  the  town  by  Jonathan  Arnold  for 
a  burial  yard,  and  was  used  for  this  purpose 
until  the  new  cemetery  was  opened  in  1S')2. 
The  Union  School  House  on  Suinuicr  street, 
was  built  in  1804,  providing  for  the  j)riiiiary, 
intermediate  and  high  school  departments  in 
the  same  building.  Caledonia  County  Fair 
Grounds  were  first  opened  south  of  the  Plain 
in  the  autumn  of  1858. 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  St.  Johns- 
bury  are  varied  and  extensive,  embracing 
almost  every  variety  of  wooden  and  inetalic 
wares,  machinery,  agricultural  and  house- 
hold implements.  The  business  villages 
which  have  sprung  up  on  the  banks  of  each 
of  the  rivers,  witness  to  the  natural  endow- 
ments of  the  town,  and  these  all  with  a  single 
exception  are  of  modern  date.  In  1821,  be- 
fore Center  village  had  ceased  to  be  known 
as  Sanger's  Mills,  not  a  single  dwelling 
Louse  had  been  erected  ot^  the  marshes 
which  then  covered  that  region.  As  late  as 
1848,  the  only  building  on  the  flat  now  in- 
tersected by  rail  way  tracks,  was  the  little 
farmhouse  which  still  stands  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  Rail  road  village.  Arnold's 
Mills,  built  in  1787,  give  to  Paddock  village 
the  right  of  priority  in  settlement,  but  before 
Huxum  Paddock  had  built  his  foundries  and 
revived  the  importance  of  the  village  which 
has  since  then  borne  his  name,  grist  and  saw 
mills  had  been  put  up  on  the  banks  of 
Sleeper's  river,  by  a  man  from  Brimficld, 
whose  descendants  have  originated  and  de- 
veloped on  the  same  water  privilege  the 
manufacture  of  "weights  and  balances." 
By  request  of  the  publishers,  more  particu- 
lar details  of  this  manufacture  are  hero  in- 
serted. 

THE  FAIRBANKS  SCALES. 
About  the  year  18o0,  a  ])usint'ss  company- 
was  established  at  St.  Johnsljury,  for  the  j 
purpose  of  cleaning  hemp,  and  }>reparing 
the  fibre  for  market.  The  location  of  this 
business  was  in  Moose  river  valley,  on  the 
site  of  the  large  red  mill,  which  was  burned 
in  the  sumtncr  of  18(ji).  After  commencing 
operations,  it  was  found  that  a  niacliine  or 
scale  was  very  much  nertU-il  to  facilitate  the 
operation  of  weighing  the  hemp.  This  ne- 
cessity led  to  an  iiivc-i  i;,',!)  ion  <.f  tfif  princi- 
ple of  levers  as  combined  in  a  weighing 


machine,  a!id  resulted  ultimately  in  the  in- 
vention and  development  of  the  platform 
scale,  by  Mr.  Thaddeus  p'airbanks.  The 
invention  of  this  machine — the  first  grand 
idea  which  has  resulted  in  profit  not  only  to 
the  manufacturers,  but  to  almost  every 
branch  of  human  industry  —  was  by  no 
means  an  accident;  and  yet,  hardly  less 
mental  ingenuity  was  required  to  originate 
the  idea,  than  in  after  years  to  perfect  the 
manufacture,  a  work  to  which  tlie  skillful 
mechanical  genius  of  the  inventor  has  been 
constantly  and  most  successfully  directed. 
Labor-saving  machinery,  and  all  the  appli- 
ances which  years  of  stiidy  can  develop,  are 
emplo^'ed  to  facilitate  the  work;  and  the 
delicate  accuracy,  strength  and  unchanging 
quality  of  the  scales  are  di  e  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  minor  improvements  succes- 
sively introduced.  The  success  of  the  esta- 
blishment has  been  a  natural  sequence  of 
skill  in  construction,  care  in  management, 
and  increasing  demand  for  the  article  manu- 
factured. The  limited  resources  of  Sleci)er's 
river,  have  proved  utterly  insufiicient  to  sup- 
ply the  power  required  for  driving  the  thou- 
sand machinery  wheels  of  the  factory.  And 
even  since  the  employment  of  steam,  one 
engine  after  anotiier  has  been  removed  to 
make  room  for  others  of  higher  power.  The 
works  at  jtresent  eusploy  an  average  of  300 
men,  on  wage-  of"  about  SloO,OuO  annually — 
consume  25(10  tons  pig  iron,  200  tons  bar 
iron,  o8  tons  stei.'!,  20  tons  copper,  oO(.)  tons 
anthracite  coal,  I00,(M«)  bushels  charcoal  dnd 
1.000,000  feet  of  lumber.  The  annual  pro- 
<luct  of  scales  amounts  to  S">(»0,00<).  Up  to 
January  1st.  ISOI,  there  ha<l  been  made 
00,058  portable  scales;  8.872  hay  and  track 
scales,  and  94,712  couiiter  ami  even-bal- 
ances; making  an  aggregate  of  n^jre  than 
190,000  in  all,  including  a  hundred  dilTerent 
modifications,  ami  a  range  of  capacity  from 
half  an  ounce  of  tiie  evm-balance  to  five 
hundred  tons  of  the  can^l  scale. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  press, 
after  visiting  this  mannt'actory.  remarks: 
"There  is  no  business  wortliy  of  New  Eng- 
land, but  will  atlonl  cmpl'»\ ment  for  all  the 
skill  and  care  whicii  can  lie  cimruandr-il,  but 
the  scale  manufacture  seems  in  an  esi>ecial 
degree  to  require  experienced  and  intel- 
lectual labor.  Thetlirce  hoiidred  workmen 
employed  in  the  scale  works  m  Sr.  Jt-hns- 
bury  are  une(|ualed  by  any  like  nuiiO  er  of 
operatives  collected  togetlier  in  the  world. 

"This  is  due  partly  to  the  uaiure  of  tlieir 
Oi'.iployiiKMit.  tiicir  iM.lilcd  m;  i;  il  i.iii.  thi;  iii- 
ttuouoo  of  emp!oyer.s,  but  more  than  all,  no 
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doubt  to  the  traits  of  cbanicter  inherent  in 
the  people  of  this  section.  The  villajre  is 
purely  New  Eiif^IunJ — the  ]>roverbi:il  air  of 
freshnes*s,  neatness  and  iiidu!«try,  beinj;  no 
■where  more  strongly  marked  than  in  this 
locality." 

Well  does  the  author  of  ihe  above  allude 
to  the  prosperity  and  thrilt  of  the  eni- 
ployees  in  this  manufactory,  and  justly 
may  our  community  congrjitulate  itself  on 
the  general  intelligence,  public  .spirit  an<l 
energy  whichi  characterize  this  class  of  its 
citizens.  From  their  daily  \vnrk>'hops.  where 
indeed  "  thought  is  embodied  in  iron  and 
brass,"  tlie  delicate  emblems  of  Astrea  have 
gone  out  to  every  quarter  of  the  gb'be,  and 
in  distant  resting  places  their  quick  re- 
sponses have  silently  witnessed  to  the  in<lus- 
try  and  skill  of  this  Green  Mountain  town. 

THE  ABOrJGIXKS. 

In  closing  this  imperfect  reconi  of  his- 
torical sketches,  it  is  tit  that  a  passing  men- 
tion he  made  of  our  lost  Aboricrines.  and  of 
the  traces  which  they  have  Ictt  to  us  of  a 
sovereignty  here,  anterior  to  the  date  of 
even  most  of  the  traditional  history. 

The  records  of  early  adventurers,  and  the 
comparative  scarcity  of  Indian  relics,  in- 
duces the  belief,  that  in  this  immediate 
vicinity  the  numbers  of  the  warlike  red  men 
were  few.  Not,  indeed,  because  nature  here 
refused  them  ample  means  of  sub^i-tence, 
for  within  the  memory  of  men  now  living, 
game  was  abundant  — ■  numberless  (nuu 
leaped  in  our  brooks,  and  rotund  bears 
rioted  through  tlie  forest.  But  this  was 
contested  land.  The  powerful  and  dreailcl 
tribes  of  the  Iroquois  on  Lake  Chamjilain. 
and  the  Abonaquis  or  ('nos!-ucks,  who  ranged 
the  Connecticut  valley  and  the  forests  of 
Canada,  each  laid  claim  to  the  fair  hunting 
grounds  ()f  Northern  Vortuitnt,  and  this 
being  border  lanil  bet  wren  theuj,  never  be- 
came permanently  . set t led  or  abundantly 
stocked  with  their  rough-hewn  relics.  Vet 
now  and  then,  even  at  the  {)re<ont  time, 
there  is  found  some  rudely  tasiiioned  imple- 
ment of  savage  days.  Arrow  p.*ints  are 
turned  up  from  time  to  time  in  the  furrows 
of  the  plow.  And  within  the  year  la-t  piist, 
a  more  formidable  object — a  veritable  stone 
battle  axe  was  di^ouvered  *>n  the  jiastnre 
ground  south  of  the  j'lain.  This  Indian 
axe  head  is  verily  an  object  of  interest,  a 
grim  old  reminder  tiiose  taciturn  tribes, 
who  stalked  of  yore  ahuig  our  thorou:;li- 
farcs.  It  bears  a  rou^'h  and  veriei- able  l.i..k, 
as  characteristic  of  those  davs  "  when  the 


rank  thistle  nodded  in  the  wind,  and  the 
wild  fo.\  dug  his  hole  unscared  " — when  the 
hand  of  some  patient  squaw  chipped  it  into 
fashion,  and  the  stout  arm  of  an  .Mgotiquin 
brave  sent  it  crashing  on  its  fatal  errand. 
Its  granite  edge  seems  to  tell  of  tracts  away 
to  the  east  of  Connecticut  river,  and  how  of 
old  the  tierce  Coossucks 

"Armed  themselves  with  all  their  vrur  Rear, 
Sang  their  war-song  wild  and  ■woful." 

i  and  journeyed  hitherward  on  their  way  to- 
ward the  hunting  gi'ounds  of  the  mighty 
Iroquois. 

But  a  few  years  have  passed  since  our 
Aborigines  took  up  their  farewell  marches. 

AVhen  Lord  Cornwallis  surrendered  his 
sword,  not  a  white  habitation  had  been  seen 
within  the  boundary  lines  of  St.  Johnsbury, 
Scarce  fifty  years  have  gono  since  old  Joe, 
the  "  last  of  the  Coossucks  "  passed  away  to 
the  "  kingdom  of  Ponemah,"  and  oul}-  a 
hundred  since  Major  Rogers  sacked  the 
!  Indian  villages  of  St.  Francis,  and  saw  his 
j  brave  rangers  on  their  return  stai^ving  on 
the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Passurapsic 
river.  Strange  and  sad,  that  in  these  re- 
gions, over  w^ch  contesting  tribes  of  In- 
dians roamed  and  hunted  and  fought,  the 
traces  of  their  existence  should  have  been 
so  quickly  and  thoroughly  obliterated.  We 
might  almost  think  to  tind  their  lodge  poles 
undecayed,  and  shelving  rocks  still  black- 
ened with  the  smoke  of  their  camp  fires. 

A^o/^. — For  facts  and  valuable  assistance 
in  compiling  the  above  sketches,  especial 
acknowledgments  are  due  to  Henry  Stevens, 
antiquarian,  whose  abundant  resources  were 
readily  tendered  to  the  writer.    The  pre- 
pariiftion  of  the  narrative  has  involved  many 
ditliculties,  in  combining  at  the  same  time 
:  the  requisites  of  a  readable  article  for  the 
Quar/erh/,  and  a  faithful  record  of  the  town 
history;  and  if  inaccuracies  have  crept  into 
the  text,  or  too  much  incoherence  character- 
ises the  whole,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
I  the  limited  space  and  the  nature  of  the  case, 
I  forbid  a  thorough  and  systematic  treatment 
I  of  the  almost  endless  variety  of  subjects  in- 
i  troduced. 

{     Saint  Johnsbury,  Dec.  31st,  18G0. 

I  EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS. 

!  Thk  Catholic  CnuBCir. 

Until  the  erection  of  Burlington  into  au 
episcopal  see.  in  185;],  St.  Johnsbury  had 
received  occasional  visits  from  missionary 
]M  irsts  of  Canada,  and  Ilev.  II.  Drolct,  who 

1  was  then  stationed  at  Montpelier. 
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Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  oblate  fathers 
at  lJurlington,  they  were  aj)p(.itite<l  to  attend 
St.  Johnsbury,  and  one  of  them,  Kev.  R. 
iMaloney,  visited  there  once  every  month  on 
Sunday,  until  the  fall  of  The  lot  on 

wiiich  stands  (he  present  church  was  brought 
at  his  suggestion. 


stand  ever  afterward  by  its  sacred  standard, 
lie  held  several  town  offices  in  his  day;  was 
deputy  sheriff  from  IHd't  a  number  of  years  ; 
also  justice  of  the  peace  several  years;  and 
was  known  as  a  townsman  always  one  of  the 
first  in  all  patriotic,  enterprising  and  bene- 
volent movements.    I  have  often  heard  my 


Rev  R.  Maloney  ofiiciatod  for  the  congre- |  parents  narrate  various  incidents  connected 
gation  in  a  public  hall,  hired  fur  that  pur- !  with  their  habits  of  living,  social,  moral  and 
pose,  and  service  coutinue.l  to  be  held  there  j  physical.  True,  1  fin-l  as  I  dwell  upon  them 
until  lately,  when  the  church  was  far  enough  |  none  of  the  superfluities  an<I  elegancies  of 
completed  to  allow  it  to  be  used  for  worship.  |  life  that  constitute  the  luxuries  of  the  pre- 

ent,  but  1  find  instead,  a  h(.mely  but  hearty 


Rev.  Charles  O  Keilley  of  Bellows  Falls, 
attended  the  congregation  after  Rev.  R.  Ma- 
loney, until  July,  18-38,  when  Rev.  Stanis- 
laus Danielou  was  appointed  resident  pastor 
of  the  place.    To  his  exertions  is  due  the 


sufficiency,  with  frugality  and  cleanliness 
withal,  and  a  home  ever  made  desirable  and 
appreciated.  A  characteristic  picture  of 
their  sociality  was  the  winter  evening  visit: 


erection  of  the  handsome  church  of  St.  i  Some  long  and  pleasant  Dec.nnbcr  or  January 
Johnsbury,  named  Our  Lady  of  Victories,  '  evening,    the   noble   yoke  of 


after  a  celebrated  church  in  Paris,  situated 
on  the  Place  des  Pet  its  Peres. 

Rev.  Stanislaus  Danielou  purchased  also  a 
-  lot  for  a  cemetery,  which  he  laid  out  with 
great  taste. 

The  Catholics  of  St.  Johnsbury  and  vici- 
nity number  about  eighty  families." 

Captaix  John  Barney, 
Said  The  Caledonian,  in  an  obituary  notice, 
*'  was  one  of  our  oldest  citizens ;  had  been  a 
resident  of  this  town  50  years  or  upwards, 
was  widely  known  and  much  respected." 
Mrs.  Curtis,  his  daughter,  who  resides  at  St. 
Johnsbury,  thus  writes: 

**Your  kind  offer  to  insert  something  in 
the  St.  Johnsbury  chapter,  if  1  would  fur- 
nish it,  of  my  father,  stirs  me  up  to  attempt. 
I  shall  fail  to  write  an  article  that  will  road 
well  —  would  that  I  could  borrow  some  able 
pen  to  write  a  history  of  that  lovely  man  — 
but  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  a  few  facts. 
From  the  large  family  Bible  (bcquearlied  to 
me),  I  find  in  the  record,  'John  Barney, 
born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Jan.  4th,  ITTo; 
married  in  St.  Johnsbury.  Vt..  July  17,  1802, 
to  Betsy  Carlton.'  lie  resi<lcd  in  his  native 
place  till  about  21  years  of  age.  After  his 
settlement  in  St,  Johnsbury  he  became  the 
captain  of  a  military  company,  which  office  he 
acceptably  filled  several  years.  He  built  the 
second  public  house  of  entertainment  on  the 
Plain.    A  part  of  the  building  n(tw  remains. 


oxen  were 
'whoa'd'  and  'gee'd'  to  the  kitchen  door, 
hitched  to  the  sled,  and  the  first  family 
started  ;  callihg  for  the  next  family  and  the 
next,  on  the  way,  till  the  last  family  on  the 
road  joined  the  party.  Arrived  at  their 
destination  —  as  our  old  fashioned  surprise 
party  came  steadily  up  to  the  log  mansion, 
and  shaking  off  their  'buffalo  of  hay,'  the 
sleds  were  unloaded  upon  the  great  stone 
door  step— r the  welcomings  and  greetings 
were  sometimes  so  hearty  as  to  be  almost 
deafening.  The  well  fatted  turkey  must  be 
prepared  for  the  spit,  and  pies  and  puddings 
well  flavored,  placed  for  baking;  iiieanwhile 
a  mug  of  hot  flip  came  not  amiss  after  their 
cold  ride  of  eight  or  ten  miles.  A  good 
supper,  joviality  and  sincere  good  will 
crowned  the  hour,  1  could  dwell  at  much 
length  on  many  adventures  of  tLese  early 
settlers,  deer  huntings,  \c.,  but  others  will 
recount  for  you  .similar  narrations.  And  of 
my  father's  Christian  character  I  would 
speak  more  fully.    In  or  about  1827,  ho 

made  a  profession  of  the  (  hrivi ian  religion  

a  public  profession,  ajul  erect t»d  a  family 
altar,  where  from  thenceforth  prayer  went 
up  daily  from  a  iKvirt  overtbtwiug-  Kvcn 
now  I  seem  to  hear  the  kindne>s  that  lin- 
gered in  his  voice  as  lie  r(»pro\(M|  child- 
ish follies,  or  see  the  patient,  beaming  srailo, 
as  he  encourageil  our  feeble  etlorts  to  lio  the 
right.  Thus  a  sainted  f.ither's  heavenly 
influences  still  shine-*  out  sweetly  atxl  clear 

iin; 


connected  with  the  St.  Johnsbury  House.  |  upon  the  path  of  his  child 
This  house  he  kept  for  many  years,  and  as 
was  custonmry  in  those  days,  it  iiad  its  fiar, 
but  when  the  temperance  cause  awoke  in 
Vermont,  and  came  uj>  like  a  banii(>red  host 
from  the  wildeiiiess,  he  \vas  one  of  the  liist 
to  enlist  in  this  great  moral  reform,  ami 


r.  like  .a 

beacon  star  to  right  purpo'.cs  —  a(M\ity, 
])atience  here,  and  tlie  iiope  of  fh(>  beyond. 
It  is  an  inestimahb-  ble->iiig  to  l,:ive  sueh  a 

father.     .\nd  f"         Iiim   .     1>iit   1  write 

of  the  deail,  and  would  no!  wrong  the  mes- 
sencrcr  that  ;^  ithered  back  the  breath. 
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'  For  hifl  toui  h  was  like  the  angel's, 

Who  con)i>s  at  i-lo.-<e  of  duy. 
To  lull  the  wiliiiii;  Ilowors  nuleep. 
Until  llu-  iiiornint;  niy.' 

♦'He  died  Oct.  1:2,  IStlO.  suddenly,  of  heart 
disease,  at  the  house  of  hi:^  daughter  in  Lan- 
caster, N.  II.,  aged  Tti.    At  las  funeral,  one  of 
the  deacons  of  the  church  arose  after  the 
sermon,  and  aniid  the  tearful  congregation, 
spoke  at  some  length  of  the  power  of  holy 
example.    '  I  know,'  said  he,  '  it  is  not  ac- 
cording to  our  custom  to  thus  speak  in  thej 
funerals  of  our  dead,  but  a  good  man  has  j 
departed,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  this  just 
tribute.'  [This  deacon  was  Gov.  Fairbanks.]  j 
Our  aged  mother,  who  has  already  seen  S). 
summers,  resides  in  her  old  home  with  her 
son  George.    Her  children  are  all  living,  four 
in  number." 

A  niece  of  the  departed,  from  Connecticut, 
present  upon  the  funeral  occasion,  published 
at  the  time,  a  poem,  in  The  Caledonian,  from 
which  we  extract : 

A  Good  Man  has  Departed. 
'Twas  a  solemn  gathering.    A  day 
Long  to  be  treasured  in  the  kindliest  hearts 
That  worshiped  in  thai  temple.    An  aged 
man, 

A  man  whom  all  had  known  for. many  years, 
A  friend,  a  Christian,  honest  and  sincere. 
Had  by  that  shaft,  which  nothing  can  resist. 
Been  called  to  part  with  earth  and  earthly 
scenes. 

"A  good  man  h;id  departed"  — full  of  years 
'Tis  true,  and  ready  for  his  sudden  change; 
But  happy  in  his  love  of  brotherhood, 
His  old  familiar  friends,  his  kindred  ties, 
And  ripening  for  his  imnmrtaMty. 
An  aged  man,  of  whiten'd  locks,  he  stood 
Whene'er  the  sabbath  came,  in  his  own  pew, 
To  show  his  reverence  for  the  sacred  word, 
And  love  for  holy  thinj;s.    I  see  him  now 
With  form  erect,  and  noble  brow,  as  o'er 
The  sacred  hymns  he  pondered  <itt.    .  . 
Within  this  temple  now  —  silent  tin.-een, 
His  spirit  hovers  o'er  that  chosen  jiew, 
And  bids  them  look  above,  with  faith's  clear 


eye. 

Above  the  cares  of  earth 

scenes. 
To  purer  joys  


these  sordid 


Eleazer  J?ANGEn, 
Born  in  Keene,  N.   H.,    married  Sabrina 
Whitney  of  Winrhc^ier.  Mass.,  and  settled 
in  St.  Johnsbury  at  t!io  F(-ur  Corners,  about 
1790.     Mrs.  Kovan;i  ."cnj  -.  a  daujrhter  of  Mr. 


says  her  parents  came   immediaiely   aii*  r 
their  miirriage  to  St.  Johnsbury.  inoviji;:  in 
on  an  ox  sled,   and  shS  thinks   her  i;itfi.r 
was,  after  ^Ir.  Cole,   one  of  the  first  five 
settlers   in   town.     Here  his   12  chiMr.n 
were  born  and  he  lived,  till  his  death  alt.ut 
17  years  since,   and  died  aged  nearly 
being  insane  some  18  years  before  his  death. 
Dr.  Arnold,  Gen.  Roberts,  Martin  and  Car- 
diner  Wheeler,  and  Mr.  ii^nger,  all  settled  at 
the  Four  Corners.    Three  of  the  families,  ih^ 
Roberts  and  Wheelers,  have  always  lived 
j  there.    Mr.   Sanger  soon  removed  to  the 
1  Centre,  where  he  was  the  first  settler,  and 
owned  the  land  upon  which   the  Centre 
village  now  stands  —  some  200  acres.  Here 
he  built  a  large  "hopper-roofed"  house  for 
his  family,  and  though  he  never  opened  a 
public  house,  yet,   as  he  was  himself  a 
teamster,  the  teamsters  and  so  many  others 
put  up  with  him,  that  he  kept  about  as 
many  travelers  as  the  tavern.    After  his 
death,  the  ample  old  house  was  rented  at- 
one  time  to  some  five  families;  it  may  stiil 
be  seen  standing  near  the  Methodist  chapel. 
He  also  built  several  other  houses  to  rent, 
and  the  first  saw  and  grist-mill  at  the  Centre. 
After  many  years  these  mill  privileges  were 
sold  to  Reuben  Spaulding  from  Cavendish, 
who  built  new  mills  on  the  old  sites.  Ezra, 
Mr.  Sanger's  son,  kept  the  first  store  at  the 
Centre.    Mr.  Sanger  never  coveted  any  pari 
or  lot  in  town  offices,  but  appears  to  have 
been  a  prominent  business  man,  helping  well 
toward  first  building  up  the  Centre  Village. 
He  was,  moreover,  one  of  the  first  free 
masons  of  St.  Johnsbury  —  to  whose  lodge 
also  belonged   General  Roberts,  Gardiner 
Wheeler,  Capt.  Barney  and  Gen.  Fenttn. 
who  moved  in  somewhat  later,  and  carrie^i 
on  the  manufacture  of  earthen  ware,  which 
business  his  son  Leander,  has  since  fol- 
lowed.   In  those  pleasant  olden  days,  town 
meeting  was  a  great  day;   the  farmers  for 
miles  around  were  accustomed  to  bring  their 
I  wives  into  the  village  for  a  visit.    For  years 
!  at  St.  Johnsbury  Centre,  Mr.  Sanger's  was 
a  general  rendezvous  where  the  men  leit 
their  wives  to  visit  while  they  went  to  the 
meeting,  and  then  came  back  to  supper. 
Speaking  of  suppers  —  we  are  told  Mrs. 
Sanger  kept  the  first  anniversary  of  her 
birthday  in  St.  Johnsbury  with  a  supper, 
to   which  Dr.    Arnold,   Gen.   Roberts,  the 
Wheelers,  and  the  wives  of  all  were  invited, 
and  cMine  —  and  "all  went  merry  as  a  mar- 
riage bell."    The  pine  table  was  loaded, 
and  the  jovial  guests  around  —  wiien  s-iu- 


Sanger,  from  whom  we  have  the  account,  i  denly  the  tluor,  unsupported  by  crossbeams 
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or  props   (tliey  lived   in  llie  littlo   log  liut  I 
at  the  Corners  then.)    began  to  slide  and  j 
cave  and  tunnel  cellarward  —  down   went  | 
the  table,   pewter,  tiirkej-,   gravy,  Doet(jr, 
General,  host,  ladies,  floor  and  all.    Great  | 
was  the  smash,   the  scare  and  the  laugh, 
after  the  party  had  all  crept  sate  from  the 
hole  —  for  cellars  were   but  holes  in  those 
primitive  huts,   and  men  and  women  both 
could  laugh  heartily  over  little  mishaps  — 
the  pewter  plj^tes   were  not  broken,  the 
floor  could  be  relaid. 

Mrs.  Sanger  died  about  3  years  after  her 
■husband,  while  on  a  visit  to  a  daughter  in 
the  west,  None  of  the  family  reside  now 
in  St.  Johnsbury.  But  three  of  the  child- 
ren survive,  a  son  and  a  daughter  in  Ohio, 
and  Mrs.  Sears,  now  a  resident  of  Ludlow, 
before  alluded  to.  ''At  St.  Johnsbury  Plain," 
says  Mrs.  S.,  "43  years  ago,  old  Dr.  Lord 
lived  in  a  large  two  story  house  at  the 
lower  end  of  street ;  Dr.  Calvin  Jewett 
about  the  middle  of  the  Plain ;  his  bro- 
ther, Dr.  Luther  Jewett,  who  was  the  old-  j 
est,  lived  just  opposite,  and  old  ]Mr.  West, 
a  '  dreadful  good '  old  ma,n,  lived  next 
door  to  Dr.  Luther,  and  John  Clark  kept 
store  with  his  brother  at  the  north  end  of 
the  village." 

*  ' 
St.  Johnsbury  Plain. 
August,  1S60. 
The  railway  hugging  close  the  river-land 
as  we  come  up  the  Passumpsic  valley,  gives 
no  hint  of  the  handsome  village  we  are  ap- 
proaching till  we  are  there,  landed  at  the 
convenient  and  respectable  depot  under  the 
hill  — nor  indeed,  then  and  there,  the  village 
proper  is  on  the  plain  over  above.    Only  a 
few  sightly  residences  like  light-houses  at 
sea,  hang  off"  the  hill.    Winding  up  the  as- 
cent to  the  village  —  rather  steep  for  an 
invalid   or   the   aged  —  though  pleasantly 
assuring  the  hearty  they  are  getting  up  in 
the  world  —  arrived  at    the  street  of  the 
Plain  which  runs  nortli  and  south,  if  you 
turn  to  the  right  and  go  up,  you  pass  pre- 
sently offices,  shops,  stores,  «S:c.,  while  a  con- 
spicuous block  over  the  left  labeled  in  gilt, 
the    "St.    Johnsbury    ll(»use  "    (the  standi 
where  old  Captain    I>ai  noy  used    to  keep  I 
tavern),  looks  over  to  you.  and  you  to  that.  | 
Anon  you  come  t'>  dwellings  — ]>leasant  resi-  j 
dences  with   pleasant  yards,   till  you  have  ! 
passed    up  —  I  can  not.  measure   distance  i 
safely  by  memwiy  two  years  back  —  it  is! 
18G2  now  —  but  till  you  have  gone  a  long! 
way   up  the  slmt  —  illl  ilie   la>t    lioii>e  is 
left — and  the  village  passed  in  this  direction,  i 


A  little  furtlier  on.  through  an  entrance 
way,  about  which  there  is  notliing  remarka- 
ble, a  new  road  leads  by  a  gradual  curve 
downward,  and  around  the  hill.-ide,  away  at 
once  from  all  sight  and  sound  of  the  other. 
Vou  stand  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  St. 
Johnsbury,  a  broken  landscuju'.  more  hillside 
than  dell;  in  sacred  seclusiveness,  so  holily 
shut  away  from  the  world,  you  feel  you 
would  love  to  be  buried  here.  Each  piciur- 
esque  site  has  its  headstone  and  grave,  and 
a  good  carriage  way  winds  through  the 
handsome  grounds.  Here  you  stand  by 
the  monument  of  Joseph  P.  Fairbanks, 
whom  you  will  remember  as  the  benefactor 
of  Middlebury  College,*  tlie  liberal  patron 
of  education  and  works  of  worthy  promise. 
Let  his  memory  be  blessed  :  and  let  espe- 
cially ihe  history  of  the  just  and  liberal  man 
be  written.  And  here  is  the  monument  and 
grave  of  .Judge  Paddock.  I'ut  turn  with  me 
and  search  now  for  the  grave  of  Josiah  L. 
Arnold,  the  poet  of  St.  Johnsbury.  The  St. 
Johnsbury  cemetery  is  indeed  the  most  beau- 
tiful yard  of  burial  we  have  found  in  the 
state. 

Returning  to  the  head  of  Eastern  avenue, 
if  you  take  the  left,  hand  and  go  down  the 
main  street  southwar<l.  you  dir'ecily  pass  the 
handsome  court  house  and  county  buildings, 
churches,  academy,  A:c.,  and  soon  arrive  at 
the  terminus  of  the  village  ;  and  at  the  natural 
head  of  this  street,  fronting  the  street,  com- 
manding an  extensive  view  down  through 
the  street,  stands  the  residence  of  the  same 
late  Joseph  P.  Eairb;ink>*.  by  whose  tomb  ive 
stood  in, the  cemetery.  The  boauriful,  under 
the  hand  of  elegant  culture,  begins  to  de- 
velop more  markedly  here  in  the  parterre  of 
shrubs  and  flowers  fronting  the  pleasanc 
porches.  Crossing  the  street  to  the  risrht- 
ward,  on  the  road  leading  toward  Danville, 
the  house  and  flower  grounds  ujh.ji  the  right, 
of  Horace  Fairbanks,  may  no;  be  passed 
without  receiving  a  full  tithe  of  admiration. 
You  recognize  the  place  at  onee.  having  been 
told  he  has  this  sumuier  the  iii.»yt  beautiful 
garden  in  St.  Johnsbury.  It  can  not  be 
other  than  this.  Tlu"  b.  d*  in  tln'ir  arrange- 
ment are  markcily  imiij^ue  —  tlie  flowers  in 
their  glory  of  bloom.  .\s  you  go  down  yet 
farther  into  Fairbanksville.  tlie  lo  id  winding 
through  a  natural  glen  or  n  trrow  detile  in 
the  hills,  one  hou-e  in  j^ar:  ieuiar.  upon  the 
hillside  leftwanl.  from  its  several  lerraces 
of  earth,  verdant  and  \elvt'ty  snouiih.  looms 
u]>  like  the  oldi-n  t'lwers  on  a  r^ck,  lookinsr 
dow  n  upon  you  a-  you  j  ■i--'.  Hut  \^h<.ae  ail 
♦See  pngo  iifi.  No.  1. 
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is  beiiutiful,  who  may  with  just  delicacy 
designule?  We  will  indiviilu.ilizc  but  one 
other.  At  the  foot  of  iho  -villajre  on  your 
right  —  up  and  away  from  the  street  beneath 
■where  3'ou  only  catch  .1  partial  view  of  a 
pillared  porch — you  ascend  a  marble  Hight, 
where  upon  the  'topmost  stair,  from  within 
a  natural  recess  in  the  hills,  the  mansion, 
with  its  quietly  perceptive  swell  of  graded 
ground  between,  serenely  develops.  The 
bills  hang  over  and  above  and  half  around. 
At  the  westward  or  right  wing  of  the  l)uiltl- 
iflg,  knots  of  flowers  spread  away,  an<l  over 
beyond  the  flower  plat,  lies  a  miniature  lake 
beneath.  This  is  the  home  and  family  seat 
of  Governor  Faii-banks. 

St.  Johnsbury  has  grown  very  much,  we 
are  told,  within  a  few  years.  It  is  now,  in- 
deed, one  of  the  handsomest  villages  of  the 
state.  Nature  made  it  beautiful  at  first,  and 
architecture  and  horticulture  have  lavished 
upon  it  since.  Several  fine  views  of  the 
place,  and  especially  of  Fairbanksville,  by 
B.  F.  Gage,  the  artist  of  St.  Johnsbury, 
decorate  the  picture  saloons  of  some  of  the 
first  artists  in  New  York. 

THE  DOOMED  WILLOW. 
Tfiie  sun  had  set, 
And  night's  black  shadows  hung  once  more. 
O'er  Saint  Helena's  distant  shore; 
The  god  of  storms  o'er  lan<i  and  tide. 
Had  flung  the  banner  of  his  pride. 
And  mustered  all  his  legions  there, 
To  battle  in  the  midnight  air, 
Or  revel  in  their  reckless  mirth, 
And  scatter  ruin  o'er  the  earth. 

The  storm  grew  wild  — 
The  guarded  Exile  heard  the  soutnl, 
That  shook  the  midnight  air  around. 
Anon  he  saw  the  lightning  s  flash. 
And  started  at  the  thunder's  crash, 
As  if  he  deemed  he  heard  once  more 
The  music  of  the  battle's  roar  ; 
Yet  as  the  tempest  raved  and  moaned, 
Low  on  his  couch  he  raved  and  groinied 

In  mortal  pain. 

Gasping,  he  spake 
In  accents  low — "  Ye  know  the  tree 
That  waves  beside  the  distant  sea. 
Where  I  have  loved  to  sit  all  day. 
And  watch  the  billows  in  their  pi  ly. 
There  ye  shall  lay  me  down  to  rest. 
And  heap  h\iQ  turf  above  my  lireast. 
And  long  its  drooping  bough  shall  wave, 
Above  my  low  and  lonely  grave. 
"Wild  birds  their  nu'unittil  !ay«  ^h;ill  we-ive. 
And  nature  o'er  my  ashes  grieve, 


j  And  all  earth's  nations  yet  shall  weep, 
Where  the  great  hero  lies  asleep, 
And  curse  the  foul  deceit  and  hate, 
That  gave  him  to  the  arms  of  Fate, 
That  crushed  his  heart  and  closed  the  strife, 
E're  waned  the  glorious  noon  of  life." 

Night  rolled  away. 
The  sun  returned  with  quiet  smile, 
!  To  Saint  Helena's  lonely  isle, 
!  But  that  sweet  smile  came  not  to  him, 
j  The  mighty  chief  whose  eye  was  dim, 
j  Whose  iron  frame  and  royal  brow, 
j  In  death  were  cold  and  pallid  now. 
!  Sweet  sounds  the  murm'ring  breezes  bore, 
j  And  balmy  scents  were  in  the  air; 
j  The  glad  waves  rippled  on  the  shore, 
j  And  wild  birds  carol'd  gaily  there ; 
j  Yet  the  proud  chieftain's  t'avorite  tree, 
!  W^aved  not  besides  the  solemn  sea, 
Torn  by  the  fury  of  the  blast, 
And  on  the  shore  in  fragments  cast, 
The  tree  lay  dead  I 

B.  T.  OACa. 


"  SHEFFIELD. 

BY  ALFKED  3.  LAMB. 

Several  years  elapsed  after  the  settlement 
of  the  southern  portions  of  the  county  before 
settlers  were  willing  to  locate  within  the 
wilds  of  the  more  northern  towns.  Hence 
so  late  as  1793,  .the  dense  forests  of  this 
town  were  still  standing  wholly  unharmed 
by  the  woodman's  axe. 

In  this  year,  October  25,  the  town  was 
chartered  by  the  legislature  of  Vermont  to 
Stephen  Kingsbury  and  associates,  with  five 
rights  for  public  purposes. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  following  winter 
several  families  from  New  Hampshire  came 
on  and  commenced  a  settlement  in  the  south- 
ern part.  The  town  was  organized  the  25th 
of  March,  1796.  Moses  Foss,  moderator; 
Archelaus  Miles,  Jr.,  first  town  clerk,  an 
office  which  he  held  12  years  in  succession; 
Stephen  Drown,  Archelaus  Miles,  Jr.,  and 
Isaac  Kenaston,  selectmen;  Jonathan  Gray, 
constable.     The   first   reprosenlative,  .was 

i  Stephen  Drown  in  1806;  first  physician,  

•  Mitchell;  antl  first  merchant,  John  Green; 
no  lawyer  ever  yet  resided  in  town.  The 
first  settlement  Avas  made  in  the  spring  of 
1794,  by  .lohu  ami  Richard  .Jenness,  and 
.James  and  Jonathan  Gray  with  their  fami- 
lio-^. 

I     It  is  inipossible  at  this  day  to  form  a  just 
conception  of  the  hardships  encountered  by 
i  early  settlers,  leaving  the  comforts  and  con- 
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veniences  of  lui  older  country,  movinf;  to  a 
distant  wilderness  into  dwellings  insufticient 
to  protect  them  t'rt)m  the  wintry  blast,  and 
with  but  scanty  fai'e ;  yet  with  unremiting 
toil  they  souglit  to  clear  them  up  a  home. 
The  tirst  year  proved  favorable  for  the 
growth  of  grain,  and  as  early  as  the  28th  of 
July,  they  had  wheat  harvested  and  at  the 
mill.  At  no  time  since,  has  wheat  been 
harvested  in  town  so  early^ 

And  yet  with  all  their  industry  and  fru- 
gality, for  the  lirst  few  years  they  were  un- 
able to  raise  sutRcient  provisions  to  subsist 
upon.  Their  corn  had  to  be  brought  from 
the  river  towns  upon  horses,  a  great  part 
of  the  distance  through  the  forest,  guided 
by  marked  trees.  At  one  time  being  out 
of  provisions  Jonathan  Gray  and  a  neighbor 
started  for  the  Connecticut  valley  in  quest 
of  corn.  Not  being  able  to  find  any  upon 
this  side  of  the  river  they  resolved  to  cross 
to  the  New  Hampshire  side.  No  boat  was 
near  and  although  late  in  the  evening  they 
mounted  their  horses  and  attempted  to  swim 
them  to  the  other  shore,  but  the  darkness 
was  so  great  that  they  reached  the  shore  at 
a  considerable  distance  below  the  landing 
place,  w^here  a  steep  bank  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  bushes  prevented  their 
horses  from  obtaining  a  footing.  A  few 
lusty  halloes,  however,  brought  a  sturdy 
farmer  to  the  bank  who  exclaimed  with  a 
strong  Scotch  accent;  "Hoot,  mon,  what 
do  ye  here?"  A  few  words  sufficed  to  ex- 
plain to  him  their  situation  and  with  the 
assistance  of  himself  and  sons  they  were 
soon  upon  terra  firma  once  more,  where  wet 
and  benumbed  with  cold  they  glad!}"  availed 
themselves  of  the  invitation  extended  to 
them  by  the  hospitable  Scotchman  tn  spend 
the  night  at  his  house.  The  following  morn- 
ing having  procured  their  corn,  they  crossed 
the  river  by  means  of  a  boat  and  proceeded 
homeward. 

The  first  buildings  erected  by  the  settlers 
■were  rudely  constructed  log  cabins,  \\  ith  a 
bark  roof  and  stone  chimney  outride  the 
house.  The  floors  were  of  short,  thick  plank 
split  from  the  bass,  sometimes  from  other 
trees,  and  confined  with  wooden  pins,  in 
place  of  nails.  The  dours  were  formed  in 
the  same  rude  manner,  and  all  combined  to 
give  the  cabins  a  unique  and  5;haL'gy  appear- 
ance. If  they  couM  secure  a  few  panes  of 
glass  and  a  pound  or  two  of  nails,  they  con- 
sidered themselves  provided  with  a  very 
convenient  and  tasty  <lwelling. 

While  the  men  wero  lubuvitig  in  the  tielil, 
their  wives  with  cotumcndable   zeal  were 


ytriving,  wiiat  time  tlicy  could  well  spare 
from  other  <luties,  to  improve  the  condition 
of  their  cabins.  The  wife  of  Richard  Jen- 
ness,  unwilling  longer  to  perform  her  cook- 
ing upon  the  hearthstone,  with  her  own 
hanils  constructed  an  oven  of  stone,  daubing 
it  well  with  mud  in  lieu  of  mortar,  and  in 
this  for  several  years  she  performed  the 
baking  for  her  family. 

Although  good  croprt  of  grain  were  raised 
the  first  year,  yet  they  found  it  hard  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  fodder  to  winter  their  stock. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  English  grass 
nearer  than  North  Danville,  but  they  for- 
tunately discovered  a  beaver  meadow  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town  covered  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  wild  gras4,  wliicii  they  cut 
and  stacked,  drawing  it  the  following  winter 
upon  handsleds,  four  miles,  through  a  dense 
forest,  and  thus  were  enabled  to  supply 
their  cows  with  food  through  the  rigors  of 
a  Vermont  winter. 

John  Jenness  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
tanner  for  several  years,  in  the  early  se'ttle- 
ment  of  the  town,  using  for  a  vat  a  large 
trough  dug  from  a  tree  with  his  axe,  and 
pounding  his  bark  for  tanning  purposes  by 
hand.  He  built  the  first  framed  house  in 
town.  * 

The  following  year  Deacon  Stephen  Drown 
and  wife  moved  in.  Mrs.  Drown  is  still 
living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  H->  years.  Her 
mental  faculties  are  yet  good,  and  she  recol- 
lects incidents  which  occurred  in  tlio  early 
settlement  of  the  town  distitictly.  She  says 
that  when  she  first  came  into  town  the  only 
covering  to  their  cabin  consisted  of  strips  of 
bark  confined  to  the  roof  by  nieai;*  of  largo 
timbers  placed  at  right  angles.  A  lew  plank 
were  split  out,  upon  which  was  placed  their 
bed  ;  while  two  more  pinned  together  served 
them  for  a  door;  and  in  such  a  dwelling, 
surrounded  by  wild  beasts,  and  oxfK.scd  to 
the  vicissitudes  of  a  New  I'.niilund  climate, 
they  lived  and  labored.  No  hsrd^hip  so 
great,  no  labor  so  severe,  no  undertaking  so 
hazardous,  as  to  daunt  their  spirits  or  cause 
them  to  waver  from  their  tinu  determination 
to  build  them  up  a  honie:  hut  true  to  their 
purpose  they  struggleilon  again-^t  difficulties, 
still  laboring  for  that  "  better  time w  hich 
they  could  then  but  faintly  di-rcrn  in  the 
I  distance,  yet  afterwards  so  happily  rralizod. 

The  first  nuile  child  l)orn  in  town,  was 
William  Clray.  July  "JS.  17!»l.  He  ^tiU  re- 
sides in  town.  The  tirst  ffinale,  Iliinnah 
Jenness,  born  Oct.  I'',  of  the  -i!m««  year — 
her  death  occurred  April  4.  1^'  l  lie  first 
marriage  in  town  was  that  of  ('apt.  Samuel 
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Twomhly.  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gray.  Oldest 
person  deceased  in  town,  Samuel  Drown, 
aged  0()  years.  Oldest  person  now  livin<^  in 
town.  Ward  Bra.llcy,  Esq.,  aged  88.  The 
tirst  death  in  town,  was  that  of  a  child  of 
Richard  Jenness,  cau>-ed  by  catin<;  pieces  of 
isinu;lass.  First  school-house  built  in  18t)'>, 
on  land  now  owned  by  Sylvester  Hall  — 
Stephen  Drown  was  the  first  teacher;  pre- 
sent number  of  districts,  nine.  Three  con-  |  that  tlow  into  the. Barton  river 
yenient  school-houses  have  been  erected  j  portion  of  the  town  lies  upon  the  western 
quite  recently.    The  remainder  are  wholiy 


and  rounded  summits  heavily  wooded  to  the 
very  top. 

The  town  is  watered  by  several  brooks, 
which  rising  upon  the  mountains,  unite  )i 
short  distance  north  of  the  village  and  form 
a  considerable  stream,  which  llowing  onward 
empties  into  the  Passumpsic  at  Lyndon. 

That  portion  of  the  town  upon  the  other 
slope  of  the  mountain  is  watered  by  streams 

But  a  small 


unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
intended. 

Heretofore  there  has  been  too  liitle  inte- 
rest manifested  in  educational  matters  ;  but 
for  the  few  past  years  the  prospect  has 
looked  more  cheering;  public  feeling  has 
been  roused  somewhat  to  the  inip-»rt;i!ice  of 


side,  and  consequently  no  good  mill  privi- 
leges are  found  ;  but  in  the  southern  and 
central  portions,  water  power  is  abundant. 

In  this  town  are  several  ponds  romantic- 
ally situated  among  our  green-clad  hills. 
At  the  outlet  of  one  of  these,  years  ago, 
when  the  country  in  that  vicinity  was  all  a 
wilderness,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bruce 


the  subject,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  j  attempted  to  build  a   saw-mill,  but  after 


that  this  feeling  will  continue  to  be  strength  ^ 
ened,  until  a  subject  of  such  vital  import-  j 
ance  shall  receive  that  attention  which  it 
demands  from  every  enlightened  commu- 
nity. 

The  town  was  first  surveyed  by  Jesse 
Gilbert,  a  man  well  fitted  to  perform  the 
arduous  duties  of  a  surveyor.    A  beautiful 


erecting  the  frame  and  getting  his  mill  in 
running  order,  he  suddenly  abandoned  his 
project,  removed  the  machinery,  and  left  the 
country.  The  ruins  of  the  mill  are  still  to 
be  seen,  a  part  of  the  timbers  still  standing. 
From  this  circumstance  the  body  of  water 
received  the  name  of  Bruce  pond.  Another 
pond,  called  "Duck  pond,"  from  its  having 


tract  of  land  situated  in  this  town,  consist-  |  been  a  favorite  resort  for  wild  ducks,  has  the 
ing  of  about  1000  acres,  was  named  in  honor  |  appearance  of  once  having  covered  a  much 


of  this  surveyor,  Gilbert  Square,  an  appel- i  greater  surface  than  now,  the  position  of 
lation  which  it  still  retains.  |  the  land  and  growth  of  timber  denoting  the 

The  soil  of  this  town  is  mostly  of  a  loamy  i  place  it  once  occupied.  It  appears  gradu- 
nature  ;  some  portions  are  quite  stony,  while  j  ally  to  be  growing  less  ;  what  occasions  this 


others  5.re  entirely  free  from  stone. 

The  town  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of 
stock,  and  our  farmers  are  beginning  to  see 
the  importance  of  an  improved  system  of 
farming. 

This  town  remained  as  it  was  originally 


dimunition  of  its  waters  is  a  mystery. 

One  feature  of  the  town  is  the  abundance 
of  excellent  springs  which  every  where 
abound.  Upon  nearly  every  hill  side, 
gushes  forth  the  pure,  limpid  stream.  The 
climate  is  healthful,  although  our  winters 


chartered  until  Nov.  2:5,  l^OS,  when  a  corner  |  are  more  rignrous  than  in  towns  situated 
consistino-  of  SoOO  ucrcs  was  annexed  to  the  |  upon  large  streams.    There  is  one  limestone 


ledge  in  the  extreme  western  portion  of  the 
town,  which  has  been  Avorked  but  little. 

Bears  were  numerous  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  the  town,  and  often  disturbed  the 
settlers  by  their  nocturnal  visits.    At  one 
time,  Hiram  Jenness,  then  a  lad  of  12  years, 
1  Si.  Lawrence,  tlie  alti-  |  was  sent  by  his  father  to  a  bear  trap  which 


town  of  Barton.  A  mountain  range  passes 
through  the  northern  and  w.'s-eru  portions 
of  the  town,  which  separuies  the  waters  of 
the  Passumpsic  and  Barton  rivers.  Not- 
withstanding this  eleviilion  is  a  continuance 
of  the  "water  shed  '  between  the  valleys  of 
the  Connecticut  an 

tude  is  not  sufficient  to  i  ro.luce  sterility  of 
soil  or  failure  of  crops.     I  p-.u  the  very  sum- 


he  had  placed  in  the  forest  adjacent  to  his 
clearing.    Not  finding  the  trap  sprung,  the 
mit  the  soil  is  fertile,  i>roduclng  well  all  |  lad  sauntered  leisurely  along  through  the 
usually  raised  in  this  section,  \  forest,  musket  in  hand,  in  search  of  game. 

I  Wandering  on  anu)ng  the  ihickly  wooded 
hills,  he  at  last  found  himself  several  miles 


kinds  of  grain 
excepting  corn. 

This  elevation  of  land,  unlike  most  moun- 
tain ranges,  dors  iioi  >eem  to  penetrate  (he 
distant  sky,  nor  is  it  rh  iraet >  ri/ed  by  cr  ig«ry 
dirt's,  abrupt  pi  ipivo-^.  or  ..h  irj. ly  poiMO'l 
peaks,  but  rather  by  gently  sloping  sides, 


from  home,  and  nearly  to  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  range  which  runs  through  the 
wosteiu  portion  of  the  town.  ll;ilting  to 
view  the  scenery  around,  he  espied  a  large 
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bcnr  lying  beside  a  log  quietly  gnawing  a 
bone.  As  he  stepped  forward  to  reconnoiter, 
the  bear,  evidently  cnnsiilering  this  as  an 
intrusion  upon  hia  rights,  rose  upon  his  hind 
legs  and  growled  defiance  at  the  invader. 
The  boy,  nothing  daunted,  cooly  leveled  his 
musket  and  laid  the  beast  dead  at  his  feet. 
The  bear  weighed  upwards  of  400  pounds. 

In  conversing  a  few  da^'s  since  with  Mr. 
Haines,  an  aged  man,  who  resides  a  short 
distance  from  the  writer,  he  related  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance,  which  so  strikingly 
exhibits  the  dangers  to  which  early  settlers 
were  subjected  that  we  are  inclined  to  give 
it  place  in  our  columns,  nearly  verbatim,  as 
related  to  us  at  the  time. 

He  was  then  a  young  man  just  commenc- 
ing in  life.  His  family  consisted  of  a  wife 
and  one  child..  They  lived  at  the  time  in  a 
rude  log  house,  the  door  of  which  was  with- 
out suitable  fastenings.  One  night,  weary 
with  the  labors  of  the  day,  they  had  retired 
to  rest:  when  about  midnight  thej''  were 
awakened  by  something  traveling  upon  the 
outside  of  the  bed. 

They  at  first  supposed  it  to  be  a  dog,  but 
upon  looking  up,  they  at  once  discovered 
that  their  visitant  was  in  fact  a  full  grown 
bear.  They  were  terribly  frightened,  but 
Mr.  Haines  quickly  springing  upon  his  feet 
caught  him  by  the  hind  leg,  and  endeavored 
lo  piill  him  from  the  bed,  but  Bruin,  it 
seems,  was  as  much  frightened  as  the  rest, 
for  quickly  extricating  his  foot  from  the 
grasp,  he  sprang  from  the  bed,  leaned  for 
the  door,  and  put  for  the  forest  with  all 
speed.  Our  mountain  streams  were  former- 
ly a  favorite  resort  for  the  beaver  tribe. 
There  are  several  meadows  in  town  wliich 
were  formed  by  these  industrious  little  crea- 
tures, all  of  which  produce  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  grass,  and  which  from  the  earli- 
est settlement  of  the  town,  until  these  lots 
were  taken  up  and  settled,  was  yearly  cut, 
stacked  and  drawn  to  the  barns  upon  sleds 
the  ensuing  winter. 

Some  of  their  dams  still  remain  almost 
entire,  but  the  greater  part  of  them  have 
been  leveled  by  the  plough  of  the  farmer. 
#  Previous  to  the  extension  of  the  Passump- 
sic  rail  road  fnnn  St.  Johnsbury  to  Barton, 
stages  ran  regularly  throi\!rh  the  town,  giv- 
ing us  a  daily  communiration  with  other 
.parts  of  the  country;  but  since  tho  building 
of  the  rail  road  we  are  obliged  to  content 
ourselves  with  a  semi-weekly  mail.  In  1851), 
an  accident  of  a  scricui^  miture  occurred 
upon  this  line  of  sta-jin^s  by  which  a  Dr. 
Flanders  of  N.  H.  was  instantly  killed,  and 


several  other  passengers  were  more  or  less 
injured.  The  accident  was  occasioned  by 
the'upsetting  of  a  coach  within  the  limits  of 
this  town.  Blame  was  attached  to  the  town 
at  the  time  for  not  keeping  a  suitable  railing 
beside  the  road  at  this  place,  and  also  to  the 
driver  for  not  exercising  suitable  caution; 
the  night  in  question  being  extremely  dark 
and  foggy.  Probably  both  parties  were  some- 
what to  blame,  and  a  compromise  should 
have  been  etfeoted,  and  a  settlement  made 
with  the  friends  of  the  deceased  ;  but  bitter 
feeling  was  engendered,  and  an  expensive 
litigation  entered  into,  which  for  intensity 
of  feeling  manifested  has  rarely  been  ex- 
celled in  our  courts. 

Dense  forests  yet  cover  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  mountain  range  which  passes 
through  the  town ;  and  encircled  by  these 
timbered  hills,  lie  several  beautiful  sheets 
of  water.  Tiny  ponds  half  a  mile  in  length, 
and  perhaps  half  that  distance  in  width, 
with  their  clear,  sparkling  waters  now  glis- 
tening in  the  sunbeams,  then  flowing  in 
graceful  ripples  along  the  wooded  shore. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleasing  to  the  student 
of  nature,  than  to  roam  through  these  grand 
old  woods  and  behold  the  diversity  of  scene- 
ry so  wild  and  picturesque  everywhere  un- 
folded to  view.  It  was  a  lovely  morning  in 
autumn,  accompanied  by  a  friend,  we  started 
upon  such  excursion.  Not  a  cloud  obscured 
the  clear,  blue  sky,  as  the  bright  beams  of 
the  sun  began  to  tinge  every  hill-top  with  a 
golden  light,  richly  in  contrast  with  the 
deep  gloom  of  the  vales  below. 

Moving  leisurely  along,  we  at  last  reached 
the  confines  of  the  most  remote  clearing,  and 
climbing  the  brush  fence  which  ran  along 
its  border,  at  once  entered  tlie  forest  wilds. 
Not  a  sound  disturbed  the  surrounding  still- 
ness, save  the  joyous  carol  of  some  warbler 
as  perched  upon  a  slender  twig,  he  poured 
forth  his  song  of  praise,  or  the  merry  chitter 
of  the  bright-eyed  squirrel  as  he  nimbly 
sprang  from  tree  to  free,  or  peered  forth 
from  his  sly  retreat  far  up  among  the 
branches.  All  v.as  lovely,  and  everything 
seemed  fresh  with  the  iinpross  of  Divinity. 

Beauty,  utility,  and  porf.-.-; ion,  exist  in 
nature's  laboratiMy.  She  brings  forth  no- 
thing but  what  is  perffcf.  Now  pausing  to 
enjoy  the  romantic  wlldiir-<  of  the  scene. 
th«n  pursuing  a  tortuous  course  through 
some  winding  vale,  covered  with  its  tangled 
growth  of  alder-^.  and  anon  climbing  some 
thickly  wi^oiUmI  hill  side,  wc,  at  lust,  reached 
!  one  of  tliost^  iiiiinic  lakes  uhioli  lie  euibosom- 
i  cd  among  theso  gre^'u  hills. 
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At  cfi.'^tein  extremity  lies  a  tract  of 
several  acres,  destitute  of  tiuiher,  covered 
with  a  rank  growtli  of  brakes  and  wild  grass 
For  a  considerable  distance  around  extends 
one  unbroken  wilderness.  Standitifj  upon  a 
slight  eminence  near  the  center  of  this  little 
clearing,  we  have  a  fine  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery.  lUdow  lies  the  niininturc 
pond  witli  its  pel)bly  shores  and  irleaming 
waters,  while  around  far  as  vision  sweeps,  ex- 
tend the  huge  forest  trees  that  raise  their 
Leads  reverently  toward  Heaven,  and  wave 
in  silent  praise,  their  bright  foliage  in  the 
gentle  breeze.  We  stood  upon  that  gentle 
eminence,  we  looked  down  upon  those  limpid 
waters  and  beheld  the  dancing  rij>ples  as 
they  broke  upon  the  solitary  sliore.  A  thou- 
sand new  beauties  everywhere  spread  around 
us,  we  almost  imagined  ourselves  in  the  pri- 
mitive Eden,  and  coitld  hut  wonder  if  any 
could  be  found  so  insensible  to  the  iniiueiices 
of  these  exhibitions  of  beauty  and  grandeur 
as  not  to  be  led  from  this  contemplation  of 
nature  to  look  away  to  nature's  God. 

This  little  tract  of  land  was  cleared  by 
nature,  in  1800,  by  a  tornado  passing 
through  this  section  of  country.  Trior  to 
this  time,  a  road  had  been  cut  through  the 
•wilderness,  now^  known  as  the  Duck  Pond 
road,  to  accommodate  travelei-s  passing  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  portion  of 
the  state.  It  was  barely  passable  for  wagons 
and  a  journey  from  the  settlements  of  this 
town  to  Barton  was  consi<lered  ([uite  tedious. 
At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  a 
gentleman  and  his  wife  were  pas-ing  through 
the  forest  in  the  vicinity  of  Duck  Pond;  they 
heard  the  roar  of  the  rushing  Mast,  and  its 
nearing  approach,  b\it  c-c;i{.h'  was  iui}ui-^si})le. 
The  tornado  burst  upon  them  in  all  its  fury. 
The  huge  forest  trees  came  crashing  around 
in  confused  and  tangled  heaps,  here  piled 
and  crossed  in  multitudinous  confusion, 
there  broken  and  crushed  in  one  shattered 
mass;  yet  strange  to  narrate,  our  travelers, 
although  80  completely  henunrd  in  by  fallen 
timbers  that  it  required  con-iderable  time, 
with  all  the  assistance  w  hich  ould  be  pro- 
cured to  extricate  tlieir  team  from  the 
tangled  mass,  were  wholly  unharmed.  Put 
we  have  wandered  with  our  sttiry.  Let 
us  return  to  the  little  eminence  where 
we  stood.  We  soon  left  this  posifi.ni  and 
followed  down  the  western  shore  of  t  he  pond, 
across  a  tract  of  land,  dry,  free  from  stone 
and  apparently  well  c  ilviilated  to  reuard 
thclabors  of  the  hu-bandman  ;  and  we  venture 
to  predict  that  ai  no  very  >listant  <lay  we 
shall  find  in  this  .-jeclion,  a  district  of  well 


I  cultivated  farms.   Following  the  little  strour  i 
i  which  forms  an  outlet  to  tiie  pond  which  wi- 
,  had  left  behind,  we  soon  reached  unotln  r 
sheet  of  water  somewhat  snuiUer  and  . 
;  cupying  a  much  lower  position,  yet  Mir- 
1  rounded  hy  the  same  wild  beauty  wl.ic!, 
i  characterized    the    former.      This  pon.l 
i  situated  less  than  a  mile  from  the  main  road. 
I  and  is  not  far  distant  from  the  dividing  lin,. 
j  between  this  town  and  Glover.    But  all  d.iv  H 
1  have  their  end,  and  we  reached  home  as  th.' 
i  gray  shadows  of  twilight  were  fast  deept-n- 
ing  into  night,  feeling  ourselves  am{)ly  re- 
paid for  the  toils  and  fatigues  of  the  day. 

All  the  wild  land  in  this  town  is  now 
taken  up,  yet  there  are  several  lots  that 
have  not  yet  been  settled. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  state  before 
closing  this  cursory  sketch,  that  General 
Hull  once  owned  a  large  portion  of  the 
town,  but  previous  to  his  disgraceful  con- 
duct in  the  war  of  1812,  he  exchanged  with 
Isaac  McLellan,  Esq.,  for  lands  in  Newbury- 
port,  Mass.  Lumber  has  for  several  years 
formed  quite  an  article  of  export,  and  six 
saw-mills  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  find 
abundant  occupation  during  the  sawing  sea- 
son. 

Our  little  village  is  situated  about  one 
mile  from   the  southern  boundary  of  the 
town,  in  a  pleasant  and  fertile  valley  through 
which  flows  a  small   creek  designated  as 
I  Millers   run,  which  furnishes  to  the  peo- 
j  pie  all  necessary  water  power,  and  adds 
j  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  place.  The 
I  first  trees  were  felled  in  this  place  by  Jona- 
Lthan  Gray  and  Samuel  Daniels,  in  1794,  near 
!  where  the  school-house  now  stands,  on  land 
then  owned  by  Deacon  Wm.  Hawkins.  The 
first  house  was  built  by  Deacon  Hawkins  in 
j  1704.    In  1797  he  also  bixilt  a  saw  and  grist- 
j  mill,  upOn  the  above  mentioned  stream,  near 
1  where -the  mills  now  stand.    The  clothing 
mill  was  built  by  James  Townsend,  in  1822  : 
j  the  first  hotel  in  the  village,  by  Sewall  Brad- 
j  ley,  in  1832 ;  though  there  were  taverns 
j  kept  in  town  as  early  as  1800 ;  the  first 
j  church  in  town  was  erected  by  the  Freewill 

Baptist  society,  A.  D.  1829;  one  store,  onc> 
I  church,  a  school-house  and  several  dwelling 
I  houses  have  been  added  quite  recently.  Old 
:\nti«iuated  buildings  have  been  repaired,  or 
,  have  given  place  to  more  elegant  structures, 
and  a  spirit  of  improvement  which  is  really 
commendable,  seems  at  present  to  be  mani- 
;  tested  among  our  citizens.    The  village  has 
'  2  churches,  2  stores,  1  grocery,  1  saw-mill,  1 
I  shoe  shop,  1  starch  factory,  1  carding  mill, 
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1  hotel,  2  blacksmith  shops,  1  school  house, 
1  town  hall,  and  "Jl  dwelling  houses. 

ECCLESIASTICAL. 
The  early  settlers  of  this  town  were  mostly 
of  the  Freewill  Baptist  persuasion,  and  they 
early  began  to  hold  religious  meetings  upon 
the  sabbath.  In  1800,  six  years  after  the 
town  was  tirst  settled,  the  Baptists  of  this 
town  and  Wheelock  united,  and  the  first 
church  was  organized.  The  first  monthly 
meeting  was  held  October  G  of  that  year. 
The  church  at  that  time,  couniing  the  mem- 
bers from  both  towns,  consisted  ot»  77  mem- 
bers. Although  destitute  of  a  pastor,  and 
with  no  suitable  place  to  meet  for  public 
worship,  yet  they  continued  their  meetings, 
preserved  their  discipline,  and  enjoyed  fre- 
quent religious  revivals,  as  the  fruit  of  their 
labors,  until  1829,  when  a  church  was  built 
at  the  village,  where  they  afterwards  met 
for  worship.  They  had  occasional  preach- 
ing, but  no  steady  pastor  until  March  9, 
18B6,  when  they  organized  anew — the  mem- 
bers of  the  dilFerent  towns  having  become 
sufficiently  numerous  to  render  a  separate 
organization  expedient.  The  Rev.  Zebina 
Young  was  this  year  installed  pastor,  being 
the  first  settled  minister  in  town.  To  him 
consequently  fell  the  right  of  land  granted 
by  the  state  at  the  time  of  the  original 
charter.  Since  his  removal,  the  church  has 
enjoyed  the  labors  of  several  different  cler- 
gymen. 

In  1850,  Rev.  Jonathan  Woodman,  the 
present  pastor,  was  installed.  He  has  the 
pastoral  care  of  two  churches,  preaching 
alternately  at  this  place  and  Wheelock.  The 
society  originally  built  their  house  without 
a  steeple  ;  but  during  the  past  season,  they 
have  caused  some  repairs  to  be  made.  The 
long  wished  for  belfry  has  been  added,  and 
an  excellent  bell  procured  and  placed  therein. 

The  society  now  consists  of  51  njembers. 

Second  Baptist  CitrurH. 
We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  sta- 
tistical facts  in  connection  with  this  church, 
but  will  here  insert  what  infonnation  we 
have  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  clnuch 
was  organized  soon  after  the  great  revival 
of  18;>0,  and  made  up  mostly  of  people  re- 
siding in  the  eastern  jiart  <>f  tlie  ti>wn.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Bugby  was  tlieir  first  pastor.  For 
several  years  they  lieM  relijiinus  int-ei injjs  at 
a  school  hoivee  in  that  part  of  the  town,  but 
about  1850,  erected  a  cuiivcuieut  hon^o  fur 
public  worship,  and  are  now  in  a  prospcr- 


o\is  condition.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  is  their 
present  pastor.  Number  of  members  about 
25. 

WESLEYAN  METHODISM  IN  SHEF- 
FIELD. 

BY  REV,  JOUN  DOLPH. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  a 
Wesleyan  Methodist  minister,  who  was  then 
stationed  on  Albany  and  Glover  circuit, 
came  into  this  town  and  commenced  laboring 
among  the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Gilbert 
Square.  There  were  soon  such  an  interest 
manifested,  and  such  an  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  Wesleyan  Methodism  displayed, 
that  Mr.  Hall  deemed  it  best  to  organize  a 
small  class  as  a  branch  of  the  Glover  church. 
This  may  be  considered  as  the  commence- 
ment of  Wesleyan  Methodism  here,  although 
there  had  been  previous  to  this  time,  a  few 
lectures  by  We.^leyan  ministers,  who  pre- 
ceded Mr.  Hall  on  the  charge  above  men- 
tioned. In  the  spring  of.  185G,  the  Rev. 
Dyer  Willis  succeeded  Mr.  Hall,  and  during 
his  stay  of  two  years  he  held  a  few  evening 
meetings.  Mr.  Willis  was  succeeded  in  the 
spring  of  1858  by  the  Rev.  John  Croker. 

During  Mr.  Croker's  stay  of  one  year,  he 
held  a  few  meetings  in  this  town.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  he  preached  a  few 
times  in  the  school-house  on  what  is  called 
Glover  road,  four  miles  from  Sheffield  vil- 
lage. Some  interest  was  manifested  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  they  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  regular  preaching  among  them:  ac- 
cordingly, a  regular  appointment  for  preach- 
ing every  fourth  Salibsith  was  established. 
In  May,  1859,  Mr.  Croker  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  John  Dolph,  the  present  pastor,  who 
took  up  his  residence  in  Shetfield.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Dolph  conimcnctnl  his  labors,  it 
became  apparent  that  a  church  organization 
in  this  town  would  be  beneficial  to  the  cause 
of  religion;  acov»rdingly  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1819,  the  friends  of  the  cause  met  and  or- 
ganized a  church  of  about  10  niembers. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  although 
they  have  met  with  strong  oppusitit»n.  which 
grew  out  of  prejiulice,  the  Wcsleyans  have 
gradually  increased  in  numhcrs  at\ii  in- 
fiuence.  Prejudice  is.  liowever.  dying  away, 
opposition  has  partially  ceased,  iind  they 
are  now  in  a  nrosperous  cuuilit ion.  and 
number,  at  pre-^ent.  about  <iO  members. 
During  the  pa.-t  summer  (  iS'lli).  they  have 
erected  a  convenient  atiii  tasty  chapel  for 
reli"-ious  worship,  at  ShciVu'M  village,  which 
vvas'^  dedicated  the  LMdhor  Ovr..  l^i'.O. 
I  Rev.  r.  A.  Fiebi  of  Shelhurn  uthciaiing. 
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We  would  here  retvirn  our  thiiiiks  to  imli- 
viduals  who  have  furnished  us  with  items  of 
facts  pcrtiiiuing  to  the  eiuly  history  of  the 
town,  and  es^pecially  are  our  thanks  due  to 
the  Hon.  John  P.  Ingalls  and  Dr.  A.  M. 
Ward,  by  whose  etforts  much  of  the  material 
for  this  sketch  has  been  collected. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 
This  town  has  never  been  prolific  in  what 
the  world  denominates  great  nieu,  yet  many 
are  deserving  of  an  honorable  moniion. 

James  Gray, 
One  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  was 
born  in  Barrington,  N.  H.  He  married 
Hannah  Burrill  of  the  same  place,  and 
moved,  to  this  town  with-  his  family  in  the 
spring  of  1794.  There  being  no  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Wheelock  at  the  time, 
they  crossed  upon  the  dum,  and  passed  on  to 
their  claim  which  was  upon  lot  'M>,  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Holmes.  Mrs.  Gray  was  the 
first  white  woman  that  ever  came  into  this 
town.  The  following  year  Mr.  Gray  moved, 
and.  commenced  anew  upon  the  lot  where 
Isaac  Pearl  now  resides.  Here  he  lived 
until  a  year  before  his  death,  when  feeble  in 
health,  and  bowed  down  with  hard  labor 
and  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  left  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  h\9  life  with  his  son  George, 
upon  the  place  now  owned  by  his  grandson. 
L.  M.  M.  Gray,  Esq.,  and  h^re  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death.  His  son  Jonathan 
also  came  the  same  year  with  hi.s  father. 
To  him  belongs  the  honor  of  havaig  felled 
the  first  tree  in  town. 

The  hardships  incident  to  early  ge( tiers 
bore  heavily  upuu  Mr.  Gray.  At  this  time 
there  was  no  gristmill  near,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  take  his  grain  sometitues  even  to 
Newbury  to  be  ground,  and  often  for  the 
want  of  a  horse,  he  carried  it  upon  his  own 
back.  Yet  with  all  hi.s  labor  uii  i  llard.>^hips 
he  was  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  lived  to 
the  good  old  age  of  80  years. 

Sa.muel  Duowv, 
Was  born  at  Rochester,  N.  H.  He  c  une  into 
this  town  in  17'.^").  He  was  an  old  revolu- 
.  tionary  soldier,  having  been  attached  iluriiig 
some  part  of  the  war  to  an  artillery  cor|is. 
His  grandehlMrrn  have  often  heard  him 
relate  inci<lents  of  ditlVrent  battles  in  which 
he  had  been  eiigag'-d,  an<l  of  the  dithevilties 
they  sometimes  encountered  in  drawing  their 
pieces  into  battery  in  plaet's  imu'ces-'ilde  iur 
horses.    He  was  first  engaged  in  the  battle 


of  iJunker  Hill,  and  served  his  count rv 
faithfully  for  several  years  afterwar<ls.  H,. 
died  at  tiie  advanced  age  of  W  years,  being 
the  oldest  person  deceased  in  town. 


Deacox  Stephen  Drown, 
Son  of  Samuel  Drown  above  mentioned,  was 
born  in  Rochester,  N.  H.,  September  17th, 
1770,  was  married  at  the  age  of  21,  to  Sarah 
Gray,  daughter  of  James  Gray,  a  brief 
sketch  of  whom  we  have  before  given.  They 
moved  to  this  town  in  179-5,  four  years  after 
their  marriage,  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Elisha  Davis,  Esq.,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  6,  1841.  His  wife  siu-- 
vived  him,  and  is  no\^  living  with  her  sou 
Horace,  and  is  the  oldest  female  now  resid- 
ing in  town,  and  but  so  short  a  distance  is 
she  now  removed  from  the  scenes  of  her 
earlier  years,  th^t  she  can  sit  at  her  window 
and  look  upon  the  farm  where  she  and  her 
husband  first  commenced  their  labors,  and 
for  nearly  50  years  lived  and  toiled  together. 
They  commenced  in  town  poor,  and  often 
suffered  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  For 
some  time  during  the  first  year,  they  sub- 
sisted entirely  upon  the  milk  of  one  cow. 
In  the  spring  they  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
pot;itoes  for  seed,  but  had  planted  a  few 
parings  given  them  for  the  purpose,  which 
had  sprouted  and  grown  and  Avere  now  iu 
full  blossom.  To  this  field  the  wife  turned 
her  footsteps,  when  she  could  no  longer  be- 
hold her  husband  exhausted  with  the  labors 
of  the  day,  and  no  suitable  food  to  prepare 
for  the  evening  repast.  Having  dug  a  hall- 
pint  of  potatoes  of  diminutive  size  and  killed 
a  small  chicken,  she  prepared  a  meal  which 
may  well  be  called  the  first  product  of  the 
farm. 

But  they  did  not  long  remain  in  such 
circumstances.      Industry     and  economy 
worked  wonders  in  their  case,  and  they  were 
soon  surrounded  with  plenty.    Mr.  Drown 
represented  the  town  for  several  years  in  the 
j  legislature  of  the  state,  was  2-  years  town 
j  clerk,  and  taught  the  first  school  in  town. 
I  He  experienced  religion  in  1800,  was  the  first 
I  convert,  and  ever  after  one  of  the  main  pil- 
lars of  the  church.    To  him  the  people  were 
indebted  as  to  a  pastor  for  visiting  the  sick, 
!  attending  funerals,  holding  meetings,  bap- 
I  ti/.ing  converts,    and  performing  all  other 
pastoral  thities  which   devolved  upon  him. 
;  lie  lived  an  exemj)lary  life,  s»4staining  his 
i  Christian  profe-^sion  unblemished  until  death 
i  closed  his  labors. 
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Capt.  Staplks, 
Served  in  the  w:ir  of  18 iL'.  It  is  said  that 
in  one  engagement  he  slew  witii  his  own 
hand  three  British  soldiers  that  had  attacked 
him,  and  afterwards  joined  his  company  in 
safety.  lie  continued  in  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  moved  into  this 
town  and  labored  for  several  years  at  his 
trade,  being  the  first  blacksmith  in  town. 

Hox.  Joseph  H.  Ixgalls, 
Father  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Ingalls  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  ^ladbury,  Mass.,  A.  D. 
1774.  Came  into  Wheelock  about  the  year 
1797,  where  he  married  Comfort  "Weeks, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Joshua  Weeks  of  that 
town,  and  continued  tp  live  in  Wheelock 
until  1806,  when  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  Sheffield,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
He  came  into  Wheelock  with  little  or  no  pro- 
perty, but  by  industry  and  strict  attention 
to  business  became  a  wealthy  man. 

At  one  time  he  owned  nearly  all  the  land  i 
where  our  village  is  now  situated.    He  was 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  in  the 
place,  and  for  a  long  series  of  years  held 
responsible  offices  in  town. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Legis- 
lature 13  years,  and  of  the  senate  one  year. 
As  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  thorough 
business  habits,  he  probably  never  had  a 
superior  in  town.  His  decease  occurred 
June  14,  1850,  aged  76  years. 

Elder  Moses  Cheney. 

BY  S.  p.  CHEXEY. 

Moses  Cheney  was  born  in  Haverhill, 
Mass.,  December  15,  177G.  in  an  old  garri- 
son house  "  still  standing. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Dustin,  famous  in  our  hi^torv 
for  having  killed  the  ten  In<lians  that  cap- 
tured and  carried  her  from  Haverhill  up  the 
Merrimac  river  to  where  Concord.  N.  H., 
now  is,  was  his  great  grandmother. 

When  he  was  5  years  old,  the  family 
moved  to  Sanbornton,  N.  H.,  where  his 
father  purchased  GO  acres  of  wild  land,  and 
with  much  hard  labor  reared  a  family  of  9 
children. 

Moses  was  the  second  child,  a  weakly  bov  ; 
kept  in  doors  pretty  much  in  childhood.  He 
sat  on  the  split  basswood  tlour  by  liie  side  of 
his  mother,  and  learned  t )  read  of  ]\cv  while  I 
she  spun  linen.     Their  lil<rary  consi-itod  of  | 
the    English  Primer,    Wutts'    l*,-ahus    and  j 
Hymns,  and  the  liible.    Tlie  first  he  com-  j 
mitted  to  niomory   and   much  df  the  Xcw  I 
Testament,  which  he  retained  through  life.  1 


The  family  was  emp/iafica/li/  poor.  Moses 
never  had  clothes  pro|)er  to  wear  from  home 
till  after  he  was  thirteen.  That  spring,  in 
imitation  of  his  father  and  brother  who  were 
making  sugar,  he  split  troughs  and  dug  them 
out,  tapped  several  trees,  obtained  sap,  and 
after  the  others  were  done  boiling  and  retired 
to  rest,  and  he  could  have  the  kettles,  in  the 
dead  hours  of  the  night,  boiled  his  sap  alone. 
He  made  wooden  "clappers"  for  shoes, 
drove  nails  through  the  bottoms  to  keep 
them  from  slipping  on  the  crust,  and  with 
some  rags  wound  about  his  feet  for  stockings 
and  tiie  clappers  on,  he  was  able  to  brush 
about  and  do  his  work.  With  his  sugar  he 
bought  8  yard^  of  tow  cloth,  which  was 
colored  black  with  white  maple  bark,  all  but 
enough  for  a  shirt,  which  ^vas  bleached  as 
white  as  snow,  and  made  up  by  his  mother, 
who  also  made  his  whole  suit  ;  and  when  it 
was  completed  he  put  it  on,  and  went  into 
the  field  to  show  his  father  and  Daniel. 
When  his  father  saw  him  coming  he  ex- 
claimed, "  There  comes  our  clergyman  ;  see 
there,  Daniel,  I  guess  our  Moses  will  make  a 
minister."  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
only  clergj-men  wore  black  in  those  days. 

Now,  then,  he  would  go  to  church,  and  for 
the  first  time,  lie  had  even  then,  as  ever 
after,  a  great  taste  for  sabbath  day  meetings. 
He  went  to  school  a  few  days  at  different 
times,  but  it  all  amounted  to  pretty  nearly 
nothing. 

At  the  age  of  17,  when  he  had  grown  tall 
and  had  l)etter  health,  his  faflier  gave  him 
his  time,  and  he  went  out  to  work  on  a  farm. 
At  20,  he  went  to  learn  the  joiners  trade; 
and  the  next  year,  attended  school  during 
the  winter,  kept  by  Elder  John  Drew,  as 
also  to  singing  school,  by  Mr.  William 
Fenney  of  GotTstown,  N.  H.  At  the  close  of 
these  two  schools,  his  teachers  give  him 
the  credit  of  having  done  vcri/  well;  and  the 
latter,  as  was  his  custom,  to  his  best  scho- 
lar, at  the  close  of  a  winter's  school.  *'gave 
Moses  Cheney  his  pitch-pipe  and  singing 
book." 

He  was  now  a  healthy  aiid  powerful  man, 
stood  6  feet  and  an  inch  in  his  hoots,  broad- 
shouldered,  with  long  and  strong  arms.  He 
was  a  great  chopper,  and  at  one  time,  felled 
two  acres  of  tree^  of  heavy  j^rovvth  in  two 
days,  finishing  the  '^econd  day  when  tiie  s«in 
was  two  hours  high.  Moreover,  he  was  not^ 
only  strong,  but  reiuarkahly  i/mrf:,  und 
could  leap  a  line  that  he  could  walk  erectly 
under  with  his  liaf  on. 

At  the  :ige  of  'J  I  he  iiiHrricd  Abi.:ail  I.ca- 
vitt,  eldest  daughter  of  Moses  Leavitt  of 
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Sanbornton,  N.  H.,  and  pursued  bis  trade 
with  much  ambit ioa.  Uut  at  the  close  of 
about  three  years  of  excessive  labor,  his 
health  was  gone,  and  in  addition  to  this, 
within  six  months,  they  lost  their  two  little 
children.  In  his  own  words,  "he  was  at 
that  time  brought  to  a  childless  state  —  a 
healthless  state — a  comfortless  state  —  a 
hopeless  state  —  a  sinful  state  —  and  a  state 
of  condemnation."  He  also  adds,  "When 
the  breath  left  the  body  of  our  little  boy,  I 
lifted  my  right  hand  and  said,  I  have  now 
done  with  the  happiness  of  this  world,  unless 
I  find  it  in  God." 

He  suffered  much  for  about  four  weeks, 
when  he  was  urged  to  go  into  social  com- 
pany;  and  he  was  inclined  so  to  do;  but  a 
voice  said  to  him,  "What  did  you  promise? 
It  will  be  four  weeks  to-morrow,  at  9  o'clock, 
since  you  made  that  promise — waitl  "  And 
he  did.  The  morning  came,  and  as  the  hour 
drew  near  he  was  impressed  to  go  to  a  cer- 
tain wood  ;  he  went  and  there  sat  as  he  felt 
directed,  and  took  from  his  pocket  a  leaf  of 
of  the  Bible,  which  he  had  secretly  put 
there,  and  read:  "  This  shall  be  written  for 
the  generation  to  come,  and  tlu'y  shall  praise 
the  Lord."  In  an  instant  his  sorrows  were 
all  gone,  and  he  was  leaping  and  praising 
God.  He  hastened  honie  and  told  his  wife 
of  his  happiness.  Kan  to  neighbor  Copp, 
who  was  mowing  close  by,  and  told  him. 
He  dropped  his  scythe  and  met  him,  and 
both  rejoiced  with  great  joy. 

♦♦After  th^  turn  about  in  my  mind,"  he 
writes,  "I  applied  niys*»if  to  the  BiVde,  being 
unable  to  do  any  work.  The  word  of  God 
became  ray  meat  and  drink  ;  I  really  thought 
I  loved  God's  law.  I  thought  1  loved  to 
pray.  I  thought  I  loved  to  praise.  I  thought 
I  loved  to  speak,  and  I  thought  I  loved  to 
hear.    I  thought  I  luved  to  mourn  and  to 


ture.  followed  him  day  and  night  for  one  year 
till  he  "did  preach"  from  it,  and  then  it 
was  gone;  but  another  took  its  place,  and 
so  on.  He  tliought  he  could  not  preach,  and 
after  trying  a  few  times,  declared  he  would 
not.  Then  came  terrible  trials  and  tempta- 
tions, all  the  while  growing  worse  and 
worse,  till  a  certain  time,  concerning  which, 
let  him  speak  for  himself: 

"  It  came  to  pass  one  day,  as  I  was  on  the 
way  to  school,  crossing  a  pasture,  in  a  deep 
hollow,  out  of  sight  of  all  flesh,  I  came  to  a 
sudden  stop,  and  stood  still.  I  could  not  so 
much  as  turn  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  nor 
could  I  go  forward  a  single  step,  till  the 
great  question  was  decided  about  preaching. 
I  stood,  I  know  not  how  long;  at  length  I 
began  to  repeat  the  following  words  :  '  Lord, 
open  doors  and  provide  places  for  me  to 
preach  in — open  ears  to  hear  me,  and  give 
me  food  and  raiment  convenient  for  myself 
and  family,  and  I  am  thy  servant  forever.' 
Never  was  there  an  agreement  more  tho- 
roughly ratified.  I  believe  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  the  editor  on  my  tongue  to  print  a  word 
at  a  time  until  the  whole  was  finished." 

The  next  sabbath  he  preached,  and  from 
that  time  forward  he  continued  to  preach 
until  his  death.  The  fiirst  few  years  of  his 
ministry  he  was  with  the  Freewill  Baptists: 
but  a  most  singular  vision  caused  him  to 
leave  them,  and  join  the  Calvinistic  Baptists, 
to  the  principal  doctrines  of  which  sect  he 
adhered  through  life. 

We  can  not  follow  him  through  his  long 
ministry ;  but  it  must  be  said  that  probably 
no  man  ever  preached,  prayed  and  sung 
more  for  30  years  than  "  Old  Elder  Cheney." 
He  was  a  great  Bible  student,  prepared  his 
sermons  well,  but  never  wrote  them.  He 
was  a  natural,  spirited,  and  gifted  orator, 
always  so  plainly  setting  forth  his  ideas, 


ik  I 


rejoice— in  a  word,  that  1  loved  all  that  Trod  |  that  all  who  heard  understood  and  were 
loved,  and  hated  all  He  hated.  I  attended  j  pleased.  His  large,  white  head,  and  pro- 
portionately large  Roman  nose,  gave  him  a 
most  dignified  look.  His  voice  was  a  pure 
tenor,  and  whether  you  heard  him  sing  or 
{)reach,  you  could  but  feel  that  he  possessed 
great  vitality,  and  capability  of  most  pro- 


all  the  meetings  that  I  could,  and  I  tli 
always  had  something  given  me  to  say.  " 

The  loss  of  his  health  brought  hiiu  to 
think  of  the  study  of  nuxlicine.  and  the  next 
spring  he  coinmenco<l  it  with  Dr.  D.miel 


Jacobs  of  Gihnant()i»  Corners.  At  the  -^ame  j  iraetetl  vocal  effort, 
time  he  entered  the  iu:.i«iemy  fur  one  f«-rm, 
and  it  was  said  he  went  ahead  in  botli.  lie 
also  taught  a  singing  school  in  the  ara.lemy. 
After  that  he  taught  town  >.ehools.  atui  pur- 
sued the  medical  study  for  a  wliile  :  but  ;it 


length  gave  that  up  ^^nd  taught  summer  and 
winter  for  four  year-. 

But  all  this  tiine  he  liiid  "  iinpre^sion-J  " 
that  he  imiKt  }>r,  urh,  and  one  jms^ng,-  uj  Srrij>- 


He  was  a  man  capable  of  the  most  deeply 
solemn  feelings  and  looks;  but  he  enjoyed  a 
little  fun  at  proper  times,  as  well  as  any 
other  man,  and  was  capable  of  using  sharp 
\vord>^,  and  was  sometimes  sarcastic,  but 
never  bitter.  He  used  to  say  he  was  "sorry 
to  have  people  laugh  under  his  preaching, 
but  they  «•">//(/ sometimes."  Yet  (e;irs  were 
as  common  as  smiles.    A  stranger  to  him 
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For  20  or  more  of  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  he  was  free  from  all  sectarianism  ;  and 
ceased  to  be  interested  in  (he  new  move- 
ments of  the  15apti^ts,  or  to  attend  tlieir 
a,ss()ciati(nis.  While  he  was  living  in  San- 
hornton,  the  Moridith  Association  to  which 
ho  had  heldnjTod,  iield  a  mectinrr  at  New 
Hampton,  which  was  close  hy  him.  The 
association  appointed  a  committee  "to  go 
Fatiior  (^heney,  ami  ascertain 
whore  be  was."  They  called  on  him  and 
made  their  business  known.  He  told  them, 
very  pleasantly,  that  they  might  return  to 
the  association,  and  tell  them  that  Old 
Father  Cheney  was  away  back  behind,  rtffht 


once  told  it  about  right,   when  she  said, 

Father  Cheney,  I  heard  you  preach  once, 
and  I  never  laughed  and  cried  so  much  in 
07ie  sermon." 

He  was  a  most  intense  lover  of  music,  and 
his  musical  talents  were  of  great  service  to  i 
him.    He  imparted  them  to  his  children,  all  ' 
of  whom  could  sing  before  they  could  re-  i 
member.    The  family  consisted  of  five  sons  } 
and  four  daughters;  four  of  the  sons  and  |  and  visit 
one  of  the  daughters  were  teachers  of  mu- 
sic, and  at  one  time  were  known  as  the 
Cheney  Family.    The  whole  nine  are  still 
living. 

In  the  early  years  of  his  ministry,  he  was 
accustomed  a  good  deal  of  the  rime  to  go  |  in  the  middle  of  the  Toad,  with  the  good,  old 
here  and  there,  in  a  sort  of  missionary  style,  I  Bible  under  his  arm" — and  that  was  all  they 
as  he  was  invited,  and  so  was  from  home  a  j  could  get  from  him. 

great  deal.  It  was  a  singular  fact,  that  if  j  He  believed,  and  made  known  his  belief, 
there  was  any  trouble  or  sickness  at  hojne,  \  that  the  Baptists  had  ceased  to  be  the  spirit- 
he  was  infornied  of  it,  and  that  too,  without  j  ual  people  they  were  when  he  joined  them, 
any  visible  messengers ;  and  many  times  he  j  and  were  "too  much  conformed  to  this 
went  home,  when  he  had  arranged  far  dif- i  world."  He  believed  that  a  man,  to  be  a 
ferently,  because  he  "was  impressed"  to  j  true  and  genuine  preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
go;  and  sometimes  he  knew  the  precise  i  must  verily  "be  called  of  the  Spirit  to 
nature  of  the  cause  that  called  him  home,  j  preach,"  and  when  he  was  so  called,  "must 
There  is  scarcely  a  town  in  all  New  Hamp- j  go  to  preaching,'  &nd  not  to  a  theological 
shire  in  which  he  has  not  preached,  and  i  seminary  to  learn  to  preach.  He  must  preach 
ever  after  he  was  40  years  old  he  was  fami-  j  and  study,  and  study  and  preach,  and  God 
liarly  known  all  abroad  as  "  Old  Father  Che- j  jrowW  take  care  of  him.''  He  claimed  that 
ney,"  or  "Old  Elder  Cheney  "—not  because  j  the  Scriptures  sustained  him  in  this  belief; 
he  was  decrepid,  for  he  had  very  little  of  \  and  could  we.  in  this  brief  sketch,  lay  before 
that  up  to  the  last  year  of  his  life,  but  his  j  the  reader  the  thrillitig  accounts  he  has  left 
hair  was  abundant  and  white  at  iO,  having  |  on  record  of  the  nuujorous  revivals  of  reli- 
been  red  originally.  gion  that  followed  his  preaching,  and  the 

In  the  summer  of  1823,  he  moved  to  the  I  numerous  churches  that  were  built  up  from 
town  of  Derby,  Vt.,  where  he  was  the  pastor  '  them,  he  might  see  oth^^r  reasons  why  he 
of  a  church  for  several  years.    During  his  i  should  believe  as  he  did. 

residence  there,  he  occasionally  accepted  a  |  In  politics  he  was  a  thorough-going  old 
caU  for  a  few  weeks  or  months  from  towns  i  fashioned  Jeflersonian  Democrat  from"  first 
ia  other  parts  of  the  state,  and  even  in  New  |  to  last. 

Hampshire  and   Massachusetts,  and   spent  j     He  abhorred  dishonesty  in  any  man,  and 
one  entire  summer  in  the  town  of  Littleton, 
Mass.    He  loved  "  the  sea-board."    He  also 
preached  in  Beverly,  and  30  years  ago,  he 


was  well  known  in  the  towns  and  cities  of 
Exeter,  Portsmouth,  Salem,  Chelmsford,  Low- 
ell and  Groton. 

At  length  he  sold  out  at  Derby,  and  went 
back  and  lived  and  preached  two  or  three 
years  in  Sanbornton,  N.  II.,  and  towns 
around.  In  1813,  he  finally  moved  to  Shef- 
field, Vt.,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  Aug. 
9,  1856.  During  these  last  13  years  he  had 
the  charge  of  no  church,  but  continued  to 
preach  till  his  last  sickness.  He  was  always, 
but  particularly  in  his  old  age,  much  called 
upon  to  preach  funeral  sermons,  and  to  olli- 
ciate  at  weddings. 

49 


hated  above  all  things  to  be  cheated:  we 
give  an  anecdote  to  illustrate  this:  The 
Baptist  Society  in  Derby,  on  a  certain  time 


thought  they  ought  to  do  more  than  they 
were  doing  for  the  Elder,  so  they  appointed 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  cow  arid  jiresent 
her  to  him.  They  did  so.  and  he  was  very 
grateful.  But  upon  tri.il,  tlie  milk  of  the 
cow  was  found  to  be  s.{-iiii!7t<  d  milk,  and  that 
continually.  She  was  faithfully  tried  tnr 
one  week;  during  which  time  fh'^KMfr  as- 
certained that  the  cimimitiee  had  bon^jrhf  hor 
of  a  man  who  had  once  made  hiuj  'pay  for 
a  pair  of  blindt  rs  twice,'  and  that,  together 
with  the  fact  that  there  was  "  nr  c/ on 
the  joke,"  determined  the  Elder  to  return  the 
cow.    So  one  morning  he  called  one  of  his 
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boys  to  him,  ami  sa'ul :  "  Here  P.,  take  this 
whip,  and  drive  that  cow  b:ick  to  where  she 


took  otF  for  the  bars.  I  was  still  at  hin 
heels  laying  on  the  beech,  till  I  saw  the 
came  from,  and  tell  Deacon  Carpenter  that  j  battle  was  won.  That  was  a  terrible  fi^^hl! 
your  father  says  he  will  stand  a  law  suit  i  It  was  both  furious  and  long.  I  was  v»-ry 
before  he  will  take  the  gift  of  her."  It  j  warm  and  raMcr  a/iori!  for  breath ;  and  an  tur 
was  done  as  he  conunanded.  as  the  writer  of  |  curl-head,  if  he  did  not  putf  and  blow  and 

sweat,  no  matter !  " 

Last  to  be  mentioned,  but  the  first  narrow 
estapc  he  liad,  was  in  this  wise:  When  a 
little  boy,  he  Avent  to  carry  his  father  his 
dinner,  where  he  was  felling  trees.  He  had 
arranged  a  "drove"  of  trees,  so  that  hy 
starting  one,  they  would  all  go  down.  Ho 
did  not  see  his  boy  approaching,  until  the 
trees  had  started.    In  an  instant  he  ci-io<l 


this  personally  knows,  atid  that  was  the 
last  of  "the  present"  on  Ixitli  sides. 

He  was  a  high-tempered  man.  hut  usually 
kept  that  tcniper  under  his  control,  or  as  he 
used  to  say,  he  "kept  down  the  Dustin 
blood."  .  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  doing 
things  hastily;  but  when  it  was  necessary 
for  any  work  of  severity  to  be  done,  he  was 
not  the  man  to  flinch. 


Among  other  peculiar  things  in  his  history  |  out,  "Run,  Moses!  "  but  Moses  had  no  time 


we  may  mention  his  numerous  escapes  with 
his  life,  when  there  seemed  but  a  step  be- 
tween him  and  death.  He  was  once  drowned 
till  he  "lay  still."  Once  barely  escaped 
from  freezing,  having  fallen  into  the  water 
on  a  very  cold  day,  and  having  miles  to  go 
before  he  could  reach  a  house.    At  two  dit- 


to run.  He  was  close  to  a  large  hemlock, 
when  he  saw  his  danger,  and  dropped  be- 
tween two  large  roots  that  had  grown  in 
such  a  way  as  to  leave  a  cavity  just  large 
enough  to  receive  him.  The  thick  limbs  fell 
all  round  about  and  over  him.  His  father 
shrieked  "  I  have  killed  my  boy,"  but  Moses 


ferent  times  it  was  thought  he  must  die  with  i  was  not  hurt.     His  father  cut  away  the 


fever.  His  life  was  despaired  of  when  he 
had  the  measles ;  and  he  was  once  thrown 
from  a  carriage  and  his  neck  nearly  broken. 

At  about  the  age  of  18  years  he  had  an 
encounter  with  a  cross  bull,  which  so  well 
sets  forth  his  physical  powers,  and  so  well 


limbs  and  took  him  out,  and  was  so  much 
atFected,  "he  went  home,  related  the  story 
to  the  family  and  went  to  bed."  The  stump 
of  that  tree  lasted  many  years,  and  ^Nloses 
went  often,  to  visit  it,  while  the  family  lived 
there,  and   he  says:     "After  my  father 


proves  that  the  Dustin  blood  was  -  strong  i  ^^o^ed  away,  I  was  often  back  to  visit  the 
blood  "  even  to  the  fourth  generation,  we  are  '  hemlock  stump.  At  length  I  sought  in 
tempted-  to  a  description  of  it  in  his  own  ^'^'^  ^"^^  ^^-V  remains  of  it.    /  have  not  hem 


there  since.^''    Then  he  wrote  the  following 
Farevcell  to  the  Old  Hemlock  Tree. 


words : 

"I  was  requested  by  my  emj)lover  to  go 
to  a  certain  pasture  and  drive  said  animal  to  i 

the  bars.  I  had  heard,  by  the  by,  that  he  !  Hemlock,  you're  gone— ah  how  lonely  I 
was  cross,  and  drove  his  owner  out  of  his 


feel 


barn  yard  only  a  few  days  betore.  I  <iid  not 
wish  to  discover  cowardice:  sx>  not  a  word 


When  I  knew  where  you  stood — then  I  knew 
where  to  kneel ; 


1   u      •  1  1  ,»    .,,  i.^,.^..  rx«c.»....^  'Twas  thither  I  flew,  when  no  other  could 

was  to  be  said,  but  out  into  tlie  large  pasture  i  ' 

I  went  in  pursuit  of  the  chap,    lint  by  the 


.\.nd  the  tall  evergreen  saved  the  boy  from 
the  grave. 


way,  it  lookefl  proper  enough   to  furnish 
myself  with  a  tough  beech  s}>roui  ab.>ut  six 
feet  long.    I  thought  it  best  to  go  at  him  as  |  ^j,,,  q^.i  ;  jj^^^t  ^hou  plant  that  strong-root- 
one  having  authority.    At  tirst  he  seemed  to  \  ^^.^.g 

consider  me  so,  and  started  otf  very  peace-  \  t,,^  ^jj^  ^^-^  j^j^j^  .^^^^  ^.^^^  y^^^ 
ably  ;  but  suddenly,  as  we  were  rising  a  steep  j        ^^j^  v 

bank,  he  whirled  and  came  at  me  with  great  I  y^^^  *,vers  my  Lord,  when  'twas  small  as 
fury.    I  voided  out  of  his  way.  and  flew  to  j        a  hair 


I  bid  it  stand  there  and  watch  and  take  care. 


a  large  clump  of  bass  buslies  that  surround- 
ed a  great  stump.     Round    the  bushes  I  j 
went,  and  he  after  me.  on  tiie  clean  Jump.    1  j  My  Lord  and  my  King!  your  command  was 
soon  overtook  him,  ami  \nit  on  the  cudgel  l  obeyed, 

the  whole  length  of  his  back.  Then  he  j  When  the  fast  falling  trees  threatened  death 
whirled  again  alter  me,  and  I  after  him,  and  '        o'er  my  head. 

as  often  as  I  overtook  iiim  he  took  six  feet  j  And  the  lad  was  secure  by  Eternal  decree 
of  beech.    In  this  way  we  played  circus  till  j  Through  the  watch  and  the  care  of  the  Old 
my  antagonist  gave  a  frightful  roar,  audi        Hemlock  Tree. 


I   iniiiiiiii  iiiiii        •  iiiimiiiiiiiiii  iiiiiiii  I  iiiiiiiillBl 
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Old  Hemlock,  you're  gone,  yet  I  see  where 

you  stood 

And  pointed  your  green,  spriggy  hands  up 
to  God, 

Ne'er  shall  I  forget,  with  my  heart  full  of  Joy, 
How  thou  kept  the  command  and  protected 
the  boy. 


SUTTOX. 

BY  JOHN  UECKWITII,  ESQ. 

Sutton  is  a  town  on  the  north  side  of  Cale- 
donia county,  on  a  latitude  of  about  44°  30'' 
north.  It  is  bourulod  south  by  Lyndon,  east 
by  Burke,  north  by  West  more  and  Newark, 
west  by  «iieiricld.  It  lies  alx.ut  40  miles  N. 
E.  of  Montpelier  and  18  northwesterly  from 
St.  Johnsburj. 

Sutton  was  chartered   by  tlie  name  of 
Billymead,  Feb.  'JO,  A.  D.  1782,  to  Jonathan 
Arnold  and  his  associates,  by  his  excellency 
Thomas  Chittenden,  then  governor  of  the 
Thus  we  have  briefly  considered  a  few  of  j  state  of  Vermont,  and  contains  L'3,140  acres, 
the  leading  incidents  in  the  life  of  this  sin-  j  In  1812,  the  name  was  changed  to  Sutton. 


Old  Hemlock,  you're  gone — 'tis  a  warning  to 
all, 

That  just  as  thou  didst,  so  must  we  all  fall ; 
Farewell,  then,  old  friend,  but  this  pledge 

take  from  me, 
I'll  be  kind  unto  others,  as  thou  wast  to  me. 


gular,  but  natural  and  noble-hearted  man. 
At  no  period  of  his  life  was  he  more  interest- 
ing as  a  man  and  a  Christian,  than  during 
his  last  illness.  Through  all  that  long  and 
terrible  ordeal  of  more  than  three  months' 
suffering,  he  was  never  known  to  be  impa- 
tient for  a  moment,  nor  breathe  a  word  of 
regret.  At  one  time,  he  said  to  his  daughter 
who  was  almost  constantly  with  him,  "if 
you  see  any  symptoms  of  impatience  about 
me  at  any  time,  tell  me;  and  may  God  forbid 
that  one  who  has  tried  to  preach  his  word 
for  half  a  century,  should  murmur  at  his 
will  at  last." 

His  disease  was  dropsy  of  the  chest;  but 
all  its  pains  could  not  exclude  him  from  mo- 
ments of  most  ecstatic  joy,  and  even  at  times 
he  would  wish  he  could  be  out  of  doors,  that 
he  might  have  more  room  to  praise  in.  A 
brother  minister  asked  him  if  he  was  hap- 
py ?    He  replied,  "  Yes,  but  not  all  of  the 


The  settlement  of  the  town  was  commenced 
in  the  year  A.  D.  IT'JO,  by  Mr.  Ilacket,  who 
was  soon  after  joined  by  several  other  fami- 
lies from  Sandwich  and  Moultonboro  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  N.  H.,  together  with  a 
few  families  from  Lyndon  and  the  adjoining 
towns.  The  town  \yas  orgiinized  July  4th, 
A.  D.  1794.  Samuel  Orcuti  was  chosen  mo- 
derator ;  James  Cahoon,  town  clerk  ;  John 
Anthony,  Samuel  Cahoon  and  Samuel  Or- 
cutt,  selectmen :  and  Jeremiah  Washburn, 
constable.  The  surface  of  tiie  town  is  gene- 
rally level,  laying  in  four  swells  or  ridges, 
which  are  called  the  south,  middle,  north 
and  east  ridges.  These  divisions  are  made 
by  three  branches  of  the  Tassumpsic  river, 
which  have  their  sources  in  the  north  and 
west  part  of  said  town,  and  running  south- 
eastwardly  unite  in  Lyndon.  These  streams 
afford  plenty  of  water  power. 

There  are  in  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  town 
time;  sometimes  there  is  a  cloud  in  the  j  several  ponds,  which  are  well  supplied  with 


way;  but  I  know  who  is  behind  the  cloud.^' 

A  few  hours  before  he  expired  (his  speech 
having  been  many  days  gone),  his  son  Moses 
sung  a  portion  of  the  "Dying  Christian," 
commencing  with,  "  The  world  recedes  and 
disappears."  Instantly  his  dying  father 
seemed  to  be  inspired  ;  he  had  knowu  the 
music  and  words  long  before  the  son  was  j  which  lime  is 
born,  and  when  he  came  to  the  line,  "Lend,  j  springs,  some 


lend  your  wings,  I  mount,  I  tly,"  he  raised  |  slate 


fish,  and  are  situated  on  an  elevation  where 
the  waters  divide,  a  part  running  southerly 
to  the  Connecticut  river,  a  part  north  to  the 
St.  Francis  river.  In  i-ome  places  a  few 
hours'  labor  would  cause  rills  or  brooks  to 
flow  to  the  St.  Lawrence  river  or  Long  Island 
sound.  There  are  several  bogs  of  nuirl  of 
nuide;  also,  several  sulphur 
iron  ore  and   a  quarry  of 


both  hands,  neither  of  which  he  had  been 
able  to  move  for  more  than  a  week,  and  beat 
the  time  throughout  to  the  end;  and  when 
the  last  words   "Oh  death 
sting  "  were  sung — shouted 
ulting  "Amen  1  " 


The  natural  timber  was  principally  syca- 
more or  sugar  maple,  with  sumo  beech,  birch 
and  ash;  but  along  the  streams  are  largo 
where    is  thy   quantities  of  j^pruce  and  white  collar.  The 
loud  and  ex-  \  soil  is  generally  free  from  stone,  and  is  well 
j  adapted  to  the  raising  uf  oats  and  grass. 


That  was  his  last  loud  word;  he  expired  !  The  inhabitants  are  chietly  engage«i  in  agri- 
without  a  struggle,  and,  as  we  trust,  is  now  |  culture.  Tliere  is  a  small  village  near  the 
reaping  the  rewards  of  a  long,  thought tul,  j  centre  of  the  t>»wu.  consisting  of  about  oO 
and  active  Christian  life.  |  dwelling  houses  and  about  200  inhabitants. 
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.  The  PMssumpsic  rail  roa<l  pa^^scs  through  the  |  expecting  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
centre  of  the  town  from  Uurke  to  Barton.  !  people  of  the  town  gave  him  little  encourage- 
There  is  but  one  mountain  worthy  of  no- !  moiit. 

tico  which  is  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  j  KUler  Colby,  however,  was  so  stronirlj 
town  near  Lake  Willou-rliby,  ami  is  callcJ  |  impressed  tliat  the  Lord  would  clear  the 
Mount  risgah  cr  Mill^tDue  Mi>untain  ;  it  is  |  way  before  him  and  assist  him,  that  he  r**- 
about  4UUU  feet  above  tide  water  and  li'.M) ;  solved  to  build  at  his  own  expense.  His 
above  the  waters  of  the  lake.  The  inhabit-  !  engagements  were  such  that  he  had  only 
ants  of  the  town  have  ever  been  celebrated  !  about  one  week  to  stay  in  town.  During 


for  the  manufacture  of  maple  sugar ;  accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  the  state  they  have  al- 
ways made  a  larger  quantity  than  any  other 
town  in  the  slate  of  equal  population. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF   THE  FREE- 
WILL BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

BY  BEV.  L.   T.  HARRIS, 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  a  few 
families  from  Sandwich.  N.  H.,  located  here, 


this  time  he  selected  a  spot  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  adjoining  a  grave  yard,  pur- 
chased the  land,  contracted  for  the  lumber, 
nails,  glass,  &c.,  and  also  with  a  workman 
to  complete  the  outside  of  the  house  by  the 
20th  of  June  following.  He  then  gave  out 
.in  appointment  to  preach  in  the  new  house 
on  the  last  Sabbath  in  the  same  .June  ;  while 
the  timber  was  yet  growing  in  the  forest. 
At  the  day  appointed  he  preached  in  the 
new  house  agreeable  to  his  notice.  This 
house  has  long  since  gone  to  decay,  and  in 


who  were  either  Freewill  Baptists  or  favor-  |  the  year  1832  another  neat  and  commodious 
able  to  their  doctrines  and  usages.  They  j  house  was  erected  by  the  society,  which  is 
soon  established  social  meetings,  which  were  j  still  occupied.    About  the  year  1833  or  1834, 


held  in  private  houses  and  school  houses; 
but  were  seldom  favored  with  preaching 
until  December,  1701>,  when  Rev.  Joseph 
Quimby  from  N.  II.  visited  them,  and  found 
an  interesting  revival  of  religion  in  progress. 
There  being  no  organized  church  in  town  it 
was  thought  proper  to  orgaiiize  a  Freewill 


while  the  church  was  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Woodman,  its  name 
and  policy  were  changed  to  correspond  with 
the  general  Baptists  in  England,  but  did  not 
meet  with  the  favor  of  many  members  of  the 
old  church,  and  in  October,  1837,  it  was 
again  organized   into   a   Freewill  Baptist 


Baptist  church,  which  was  effected  in  De-  j  church,  by  a  council  consisting  of  Revs.  D. 
cember,  1799,  consisting  of  8  or  9  members;  |  Quimby,  J.  Quimby  and  David  Swett.  The 
Bradbury  M.  Richardson  was  chosen  deacon.  !  church  was  now  composed  of  20  members. 
The  church  was  organized  in  the  hotisc  of  a  but  soon  large  additions  were  made.  Rev.  J. 
Mr.  Cahoon,  where  a  serious,  yet  fortunate  Woodman,  now  of  AVheelock,  filled  the  pas- 
accident  occtirred.  Being  assembled  in  a  I  torate  of  this  church  with  marked  ability  and 
room  directly  over  the  cellar,  the  sleepers  i  success  for  nearly  30  years.  Rev.  R.  D. 
gave  way  and  the  congregation  were  preci-  i  Uichardson  preached  here  some  10  or  12 
pitated  into  the  cellar.  But  as  the  falling  years,  and  succeeded  well  as  a  preacher  and 
floor  assumed  a  tunnel  shape,  they  all  rolled  ;  pastor.  The  labors  of  several  other  niinis- 
or  tumbled  into  a  confused  pile  in  the  cen-  :  tcrs  have  been  enjoyed  by  this  church  whose 
tre  ;  and  fortunately  no  one  was  injured,  j  names  are  not  here  given.  Rev.  L.  T.  Har- 
Rev.  ]Mr.  Quimby  reniaincd  with  them  some  ris  is  the  present  pastor.  The  church  now 
time  and  the  revival  increased  in  interest,  j  numbers  about  100. 

and  for  several  years  scarcely  a  month!  We  h.ave  a  neat  and  pleasant  parsonage  in 
passed  without  som«"n'idit!ons  to  the  church,  the  village,  a  congregation  of  abotlt  200,  a 
which  in  October.  18l<>.  numbere*l  117.  The  prosperous  sabbath  school  with  about  600 
first  meeting  house  was  built  in  1812,  by  j  volumes  in  its  library.  In  the  fall  of  1859, 
Bev.  John  Colby,  under  peculiar  circum- j  the  people  were  called  out  to  pursue  a  bear 
stances.  The  fact  that  thoy  wero  destituteof  a  [  which  had  been  seen  in  the  town.  After  a 
suitable  place  of  worship  iujprosjfcd  his  mind  !  chase  of  two  or  three  hours  by  about  40  men 
very  deeply  with  the  importance  of  proceed-  and  boys,  the  bear  was  shot;  after  which 
ing  to  build.  He  accordiiij;ly  drew  a  plan  the  company  were  called  together  to  deter- 
for  a  convenient  house,  auti  laid  tlic  subject  mine  in  what  way  to  dispose  of  the  avails  of 
before  the  people  of  the  town  and  tried  to  ;  the  hunt.  It  was  agreed,  without  a  dissent- 
encourage  thoui  to  build.  .\  few  were  zeal-  ing  voice,  to  a])propriate  the  money  ($11) 
ous  for  the  emeri'i  i  ><\    Some  were  too  poor,  ,  to  purchase  books  for  the  Sunday  school 


others  had  their  land  to  pay  for.    They  were  i  library. 
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GIANT  BOY  OF  SUTTON. 
Frank  Rico,  son  of  John  M.  Rice,  was  born 
April  12,  1854.  When  o  years  of  age  he 
weighed  105  pounds.  In  the  fall  after  he 
was  3  years  old  a  basket  containing  one 
bushel  of  potatoes  was  placed  before  him, 
which  he  readily  raised  from  the  ground  by  j  satisfied 
the  ears  of  the  basket.    lie  is  now  8  vears  ! 


more  readily  than  John,  and  on  one  occasion, 
when  they  were  called  to  recite,  John  failing 
to  have  his  lesson  committed  was  sent  back  to 
study  it  over.  Upon  which  the  boys  quietly 
changed  scats,  and  when  John  was  called 
out  to  recite  again,  Charles  came  promptly 
and  recited  the  lesson,  and  the  teacher  was 
Tl»e  resemblance  is  still  so  per- 
I  do  not  often 


feet,"  their  father  writes, 
old,  and  weighs  about  I-IO  pounds,  not  having  ^^tempt  to  distinguish  them,  and  can  not  do 
grown  as  fast  for  two  or  three  years  past  as  i  ^^^^^^^  inspection."-/;^/, 

formerly.  His  form  is  good,  being  in  about 
the  usual  proportions.  He  is  also  much  in 
advance  of  his  years  in  intelligence  and  judg- 
ment. A  few  years  since  a  caravan  was  ex- 
hibiting at  the  village,  which  drew  out  the 
usual  crowd  of  people  attendant  upon  the 
traveling  menagerie  and  circus  in  the  coun- 
try town.  Our  little  hero  came  down  to  the 
show — and  the  people  from  abroad 


BY  HON.  JAME9  D.  BELL. 

Walden  ia  6  miles  square,  situated  in  the 


western  part  of  Caledonia  county,  having 
Cabot  on  the  S.  W.,  Danville  on  the  S.  E., 
we  are  j  Goshen  Gore  on  the  N.  E.,  and  llardwick  on 
told  by  an  eye  witness,  gathered  around  him  I  the  N.  W.    It  lies  25  miles  N.  E.  from  Mont- 
^-'^^^  evinced  for  j  peiier,  and  12  W.  from  St.  Johnsbury. 

Walden  belonged  to  Orange  county  until 
the  organization  of  Caledonia  county  in  1796 ; 
was  granted  Nov.  6,  1780:  chartered  August 
18,  1781,  by  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  to 
Moses  Robinson  and  G4  others,  on  condition 
that  each  grantee  put  under  cultivation  5 
acres  and  build  a  house  18  feet  square  or 
more  within  :3  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  state  ever  reserving  all  pine  timber 
suitable  for  naval  purposes.  The  town  was 
surveyed  in  178t>.        '  * 

The  surface  is  broken,  laying  upon  the 
high  lands  that  divide  waters  flowing  from 
a  marsh  near  the  center  of  the  town  east  into 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  west  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  by  way  of  the  river  Lamoille  and 
lake  Champlaiu.  The  soil  is  good,  produc- 
their  mother  distinguished  them  by  strings  j  ing  grass  and  the  English  grains  in  abund- 


the  wonders  of  the  menagerie.    Indeed,  our  I 
reliable  narrator  rather  carried  the  idea  that 
the  "big  boy"  eclipsed  the  caravan. — £d. 

THE  HARRIS  TWINS. 
John  Wesley  and  Charles  Wesley  Harris, 
sons  of  Rev.  L.  T.  Harris,  born  Sept.  11, 
1851,  in  Brookfield  this  state,  are  noted 
for  a  similarity  unusual  even  for  twins  in 
their  looks,  size  and  general  appearance. 
At  their  birth  there  was  a  diiference  of  but 
one  ounce  in  their  weight,  one  weighing  6 
lbs.  10  oz.,  and  the  other  6  lbs.  11  oz.,  and 
there  has  never  been  known  since,  at  any 
one  time,  a  greater  difference  than  one 
pound,  and  usually  the  diffiirence  has  not 
exceeded  the  orio;inal  ounce.    While  infants 


of  different  colored  beads,  till  when  from 
eight  to  ten  months  old,  first  one  and  then 
the  other  broke  the  beads  from  their  necks, 
whereupon  a  string  of  red  yarn  was  tied 
around  the  ancle  and  worn  for  a  long  time 
as  a  distinguishing  mark.  When  they  were 
about  one  year  old,  one  of  them  l>eing  unwell, 
the  mother  after  getting  tliem  to  sleep,  pre- 


ance.  The  highest  point  of  land  is  under 
cultivation,  and  is  probubly  the  most  elevated 
improved  lanil  in  the  state.  The  snows  fall 
very  deep,  covering  the  earth  nearly  one- 
half  the  year.  One  of  the  early  residents 
described  the  town  as  being  a  first  rate  place 
for  sleigh  rides,  for  the  reason  that  we  have 
nine  months  winter  and    the    other  three 


pared  some  medicine  to  give  the  sick  child  |  months  were  very  late  in  the  fall.  There 
when  it  should  awake.  At  length  the  child  |  hfis  been  but  little  emigration  west  from 
as  she  supposed,  aroused,  and  the  medicine  j  Walden,  the  farms  of  the  first  settlers  are 
was  administered,  but  shortly  after,  by  con-  i  generally  occupied  by  their  sons.  There  are 
suiting  the  red  string  on  the  ancle,  it  was  ■  now  probably  in  town  25  voters  by  the  name 
found  tlie  well  cliild  had  taken  the  medicine.  |  of  Perkins  who  have  descended  from  two 


Their  present  weight  is  \H\  pouiuls.  They 
still  retain  the  same  similarity  in  tlieir  looks, 
and  those  best  ac<juaintcd  witii  them  can  not 
distinguish  theunelrom  thootlu-r.    Ciiarles,  i 


persons  of  thaT  name  aniong  the  early  set- 
tlers, thus  showing  the  peculiar  attachments 
that  surround  niowntaiti  homes. 

Joe's  brook,  which  has  its  origin  in  Cole's 


however,  is  able  to  get  his  lessons  in  school  j  pond  in  the  north  part  of  the  t^wn.  runs 
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soulherly  into  Joe's  pond  in  Cabot,  thenco 
into  the  I'lissninpsic,  is  the  largest  stream. 
Cole's  pond  was  tli.xcovcred  by  )\  hunter  by 
the  n.anie  of  Cole  from  St.  .lohnshury,  thus 
deriving  its  niune.  Lyffords  pontl  in  the 
south  part  of  Walden  was  also  disoovcrod  by 
one  of  Gen.  Ilazen's  men  of  that  name.  A 
small  portion  of  Joe's  pond  is  ijituated  in 
town. 

Joe's  brook  and  pond  derived  their  names 
from  a  friendly  Indian  of  the  St.  Francis 
tribe  who  first  discDvered  them,  and  used  to 
fish  and  hunt  in  and  around  them.  He  had 
a  cabin  in  town  for  himself  and. his  squaAv 
Molly,  for  some  years  after  its  settlement. 
He  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  early 
settlers  by  warning  them  of  danger  from  his 
red  brethren,  and  in  assisting  them  to  ex- 
plore the  wilderness  around.  He  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  Newbury  in  1819.  llis  me- 
mory was  ever  kindly  cherished  by  those 
whom  he  had  befriended.    Capt.  Joe,  as  he 


John  Stevens,  who  were  the  first  settlor- 
or  near  the  county  road  —  a  road  niiuii.'!  • 
nearly  centrally  through  the  town  ca^-t  u-,,] 
west,  which  was  laid  out  by  a  special  net  .,f 
tiie  Vermont  legislature,  probably  in  ISni 
The  Inuil  upon  which  thoy  originally  sctt!,..i 
is  still  occupied  by  their  sons,  and  it  ru.iv 
not  be  amiss  to  say  in  this  connection,  tli  u 
they  were  men  possessed  of  sterling  qualitio. 
and  met  the  exigencies  incident  to  the  hard- 
ships of  life  in  a  new  settlement  witii  pu- 
ticnce,  courage  and  hope  largely  developed  ; 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  departed  leavin- 
the  impress  of  their  exertions  on  the  reli^ri- 
ous,  educational  and  other  institutions  of  the 
town. 

Walden  was  organized  March  24,  1794, — 
Nathaniel  Perkins,  town  clerk,  Nathan  Bar- 
ker, Nathaniel  Perkins  and  Joseph  Burley, 
selectmen,  Samuel  Gilman,  treasurer,  Elisha 
Gate,  constable.  In  March,  1795,  Samuel 
Huckins  was  first  grand  juror,  and  in  the 
was  familiarly  called,  in  his  old  age  received  j  the  same  year  Nathaniel  Perkins  was  elected 


a  pension  of  b70  per  year  granted  by  the 
legislature  of  Vermont. 

In  1779,  Gen.  Hazen  built  a  military  road 
from  Peacham  through  Cabot,  Walden,  Hard-  i 


first  representative. 

March,  1796,  the  town  voted  to  raise  30 
bushels  of  wheat  to  pay  for  preaching,  30  do. 
to  pay  for  schooling,  $10  worth  to  defray 


wick,  and  north  to  Hazen's  notch  in  West-  town  expenses;  and  appointed  a  committee 
field.     Hazen's  road,  as  it  is  still  called,  I  of  three  to  hire  preaching.     Thus  early 


passes  through  the  S.  W.  part  of  Walden, 
and  was  of  essential  service  to  those  who 
early  came  into  town.    Gen.  H.  built  a  block 
house  on  the  land  now  occupied  by  Cyrus 
Smith,  and  left  a  small  garrison  to  man  it 
until  the  next  year.    The  name  of  the  officer  I 
left  in  command  Avas  Walden,  w^ho  requested  | 
that  the  town  should  receive  his  name  wheu  I 
chartered,  which  was  accordingly  done.  | 
The  block  house  remained  for  some  years  [ 
and  was  temporarily  occupied  by  many  of  I 
the  first  settlers,  having  the  honor  of  having 
the  first  school,  the  first  sermon  and  the  first  1 


evincing  their  interest  in  the  cause  of  reli- 
gion and  education. 

In  March,  1797,  voted  to  raise  $5  for  town 
expenses  for  the  current  year,  being  the  first 
money  raised  by  the  town  for  any  purpose, 
and  $2-3  for  schools  likewise,  and  selected 
the  first  petit  jurors. 

First  sermon  in  town  by  Elder  Chapman, 
at  the  house  of- Nathaniel  Perkins,  in  1794. 
Dr.  George  C.  Wheeler  came  into  town  in 
IH'IH ;  remained  about  one  year;  was  the 
first  physician.  James  Bell,  the  first  lawyer, 
being  the  only  professional  man  that  ever 


birth  in  town,  and  at  one  time  a  family  by  i  permanently  resided  in  town. 


the  name  of  Sabin,  consisting  of  father,  mo-  ' 
ther  and  26  children  within  its  walls. 

Walden  was  mainly  settled  by  emigrants 
from  New  Hampshire.  Nathaniel  Perkins 
Inoved  his  family  into  town  in  1789,  his 
being  the  only  family  for  the  three  succeed- 
ing years.     Nathan  Barker  was  the  next. 


Nathaniel  Farrington,  Jr.,  was  first  mer- 
chant. Jesse  Perkins,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Perkins,  first  child  born  in  town,  is  still  a 
resident.  No  settled  minister  has  ever  had 
a  residence  in  Walden. 

The  first  death  in  town  was  thatof  Sumuel 
(Jilman,  caused  by  the  burning  ott"  and  falling 


Mr.  B.  was  soon  followed  by  Joseph  Burley,   of  a  stub  of  a  tree  where  he  was  clearing  on 


Samuel  and  Ezekiel  Gilman,  Elisha  and  Ben- 
jamin Cate,  Samuel  Iluckins.  Robert  Carr, 
Major  Roberson  and  many  others,  who  main- 
ly settled  on  or  near  the  Hazon  road  ;  an<l  so 
rapidly  was  the  settlement  increaso<l,  tliat  in 
18i)0 the  inhabitants  numbered  lo'i;  at  which 
tinjc  numerous  families  arrived,  ainon  '  whom 


the  farm  now  occupied  by  Otis  Freeman. 
He  left  his  house  in  the  evening  to  roll  to- 
gether the  brands  of  the  piles  that  were 
burning;  not  returning,  his  wife  went  in 
search  and  found  his  lifeless  body  crushed 
to  the  earth,  and  was  obliged  to  obtain  as- 
sistance of  a  neighbor  before  it  could  be  ex- 


were  Timolhy  Haynes,  Stephen  Currier  and  |  tricated.    The  second  death  was  thatof  Mi 
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Melcher,  who  was  buried  with  her  infunt  a 
few  days  old.    The  third,  Kzekiel  (iilmau, 
killed  by  the  rolling  of  a  log  upon  liini  while 
engaged  in  rearing  a  log  cabin.    First  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Melcher.    First  school  taught  by 
Nathaniel  Perkins.    The  oldest  person  de- 
ceased in  town  was  Mrs.  George  aged  102. 
Her  son  Moses  is  now  'JO  years  of  age.  Ed- 
ward Smitli  is  the  oldest  now  living,  aged  91 
years.  | 
There  have  been  five  college  graduates  j 
from  this  town,  viz  :  Rev.  S.iiuiiel  H.  Shepley,  | 
now  a  teacher  in  Pennsyi\ ania ;  ^lark  Du- i 
rant,  now  a  teacher  in  Kentucky  ;  Ja?nes  S.  j 
Durant,  now  a  physician  in  Danville;  Daniel  j 
W.  Stevens,  teaching  in  Ohio ;  and  Giles  F.  | 
Montgomery,  now  a  theological  student  in  | 
Ohio. 

Present  number  of  school  districts,  13. 
The  first  church  built  was  a  Union  house  in  j 
South  Walden,  in  1826  ;  the  second,  a  Con-  j 
gregational  house,  in  1844,  in  the  north  part  i 
of  Walden ;  the  third  and  last,  a  Union  i 
house,  in  1856,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the 
town. 

Walden  has  suffered  for  the  want  of  a 
common  center.  There  is  no  village  in  town, 
and  no  mills  that  do  business  to  much 
amount,  excepting  saw  mills.  Population 
in  1860,  1102,  showing  an  increase  during 
the  last  decade  of  about  200. 


CHURCHES. 

The  first  church  organization  was  Con- 
gregational, organized  in  180-3.    Its  deacon, 
Theophilus  Rundlet,  was  a  man  of  fervent 
piety,    and   conducted   public   worsiiip  on 
the  sabbath,  with  the  help  of  occasional 
preaching,  for  many  yenrs.    lie  left  town, 
and  was  gathered  to  his  grave  like  a  shock 
of  corn  fully  ripe,  at  an  advanced  age,  a  few 
years  since.    This  church  has  lost  its  organ-  i 
ization,  and  none  of  its  records  are  to  be  I 
found.     In    1828    a    new   Congregational  j 
church  was  formed,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  ! 
Vermont  D.  M.  society  and  other 'sources,  it  | 
was  supplied  with  the  services  of  a  clergy-  I 
man  for  some  years,  but  is  now  essentially  ; 
disbanded.     Its  two  first  deacons,  Merrill  j 
Foster  and  Oilman  Dow,  being  dead,  and  i 
others  of  its  members,  united  with  the  Con-  j 
gregational  church  in  Ilnrdwick.  ; 

In  1810  a  Methodist  E.  church  was  formed  \ 
by  Fdders  Kilhourn  aiw.l  Hoyt.  Nathaniel  i 
Gould  and  wife,  Tiniotliy  Haynes  and  wife,  i 
and  Nathaniel  Peikins  and  wife,  wen'  among  j 
its  original  mciabers.  It  is  the  loading  de-  \ 
nomination    in   town;    has    had    constant  i 


preaching  for  a  long  series  of  years.  Its 
present  membership  is  107. 

A  Universalist  society  was  formed  in  182'J, 
and  a  Freewill  Baptist  in  1837.  The  two 
last  have  only  occasional  preaching. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 
Capt.  Enoch  Fostkr,* 
Was  born  at  Bow,  N.  H.,  in  the  year  1770. 
At  the  age  of  lo  he  removed  to  Peacham, 
Vt.,  with  his  parents,  where  he  lived  until 
the  year  1800,  when  he  removed  to  Walden, 
Much  of  his  early  manhood  was  spent  in 
the  woods.  lie  was  often  employed  as  a 
guide  by  the  earl}-  settlers,  to  conduct  them 
to  different  parts  of  the  country.  Indian  Joe 
was  his  constant  companion  in  the  woods  for 
a  number  of  years.  Capt.  J'oster  was  a  man 
of  stern  integrity  and  possessed  great  en- 
ergy, which  together,  made  him  a  friend  of 
all. 

Many  are  the  strangers  that  remember  his 
generous  hospitality.  He  lived  to  follow 
four  of  his  six  children  to  the  grave,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  84  years.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregationalist  chiirch  for  40 
years,  and  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  zealous 
Christian. 

Nathaniel  Faruixgton, 
Came  into  Walden  from  New  Hampshire  in 
1799,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Jacob  Dutton.  He  was  possessed  of  pro- 
perty to  some  extent — a  man  of  energy,  so 
much  so  that  in  1802,  he  raise<l  1300  bushels 
of  Englisli  grains.  accumulate<l  property 
rapidly,  kept  the  only  hotel  in  town,  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  variou.:.  ways  ex- 
erted a  controlling  intluence  over  his  towns- 
men. He  represented  Walden  in  the  state 
legistature  in  1801-2-3-8-9  and  1811.  He 
lived  to  old  age,  and  left  a  large  property  to 
his  children. 

Nathaniel  FAKuiNtiTON,  Jk. 
Came  into  town  when  a  lad  with  his  father. 
He  early  developed  business  tact,  was  the 
first  merchant  in  town,  nnd  engaged  to 
the  time  Off  his  death,  in  1M'»  I,  in  farming, 
merchandizing,  building  mills.  ,\:c.,  ever 
doing  a  large  miscellaneous  business,  there- 
by adding  largely  to  his  own  estate,  and 
to  the  material  wealth  of  tlie  town.  He 
was  possessed  of  a  cool,  sound  judgment, 
and  exercised  an  infiuence  rarely  attained, 
over  his  fellow  townsmen  for  a  long  series 
of  years.  He  was  t(Mvn  reprc>-entative  in 
the  years  1828-29-3t^;;i -oG  and  ./7.  Simple 
*  This  article  furnbhed  by  a  frienJ. 


428 


An^R.MONT  IIISTOIITCAL  MAGAZfNE. 


jiml  \nu)s(cnt!itious  in  his  own  habits,  he 
disbui'sed  of  his  means  witli  great  liberality 
for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  his 
large  family,  and  ever  exercised  a  kind,  con- 
siderate care  over  the  interests  of  those  whom 
he  hail  assisted  by  pecuniary  aid,  to  better 
their  fortune,  and  his  memory  is  cherished 
gratefully  by  the  poor  and  needy. 

Nathaniel  Peiikins 
jNIovod  his  family  into  town  in  1780,  being 
the  only  family  there  for  tlie  three  succeed- 
ing years. 

lie  was  possessed  of  un'^ommon  energy, 
which  enabled  him  to  overcome  the  ditTicul- 
ties  and  hardships  incident  to  living  thus 
separated  from  the  neighborhood  of  men. 
On  one  occasion  he  went  to  Newbury,  a  dis- 
tance of  30  miles,  on  foot,  and  procured  a 
bushel  of  Indian  corn  meal  and  returned 
with  it  on  his  shoulders. 

His  house  was  the  home  of  all  the  first 
settlers  for  the  time  being,  and  no  wear}"^ 
traveler  was  denied  its  shelter,  or  a  share  in 
its  sometimes  extremely  scanty  stores.  He 
represented  his  town  in  the  state  legislature 
in  1795,  being  its  first  representative,  also 
in  '9G-99-18U(j-1804-5  and  G. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church,  and  ever  one 
of  its  pillars,  lie  lived  to  see  great  changes 
in  the  town  of  his  early  adoption,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  90  years,  leaving  numerous  de- 
scendants. 

A  friend  has  kindly  furnished  the  follow- 
ing: 

James  Bell. 
John  Austin  of  pure  Nornmn  extraction,  a 
native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  invented  the 
tulip-sjhaped  bell — for  which  he  was  knighted 
by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  took  the  name  of 
Bell.  He  was  a  staunch  I'resby terian,  and 
during  the  religious  controversy  was  obliged 
to  flee,  and  went  to  the  north  of  Ireland. 
From  thence  a  large  family  of  brothers  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  and  settled  in 
various  parts  of  the  Union.  James,  the 
second  son,  settled  in  New  Hampshire,  from 
whom  the  subject  of  the  following  sketch 
descended. 

James  Bell  was  born  in  Lyme,  N.  II.,  in  De- 
cember, 1770.  His  father,  James  Bell,  was 
accidentally  killed  by  falling  on  the  point  of  a 
scythe  which  he  was  carrying  on  his  shoulder. 
His  son  was  then  but  two  years  old.  Mr. 
Bell's  mother  was  a  woman  of  strung  sense 
and  Christ iiiu  charucter,  for  whom  he  ever 
cherished  the  strongest  affection  and  respect. 
She  married  for  her  second  husband,  Col. 


Robert  Johnston  of  Newbury,  Vt.,  in  which 
town  Mr.  Bell  was  brought  up  to  manhood. 
Not  far  from  1801),  he  went  to  reside  in 
llardwick,  Vt.,  and  was  married  to  Jaicy 
Dean  of  Ilai'dwick,  Mass.,  in  181)1.  Soon 
after  this,  he  became  entangled  with  a  law- 
yer for  whom  he  had  done  businetss  as  de- 
puty sheriff.  A  legal  quarrel  arose  which 
lasted  for  years ;  litigation  stripped  him  of 
his  property,  and  threatened  to  ruin  him. 
The  struggles  of  that  season  of  his  life  re- 
quired more  courage  than  to  fight  with  phy- 
sical giants.  The  inevitable  privations  of 
the  early  settler,  the  scarcity  of  provisions, 
when  the  clearings  were  small,  and  shaded 
by  the  thick  forests  which  encircled  them,  so 
that  the  grain  which  had  struggled  through 
the  summer  was  likely  to  be  nipped  by  un- 
timely frosts  ;  the  fearful  drain  upon  pecu- 
niary means,  and  the  excitement  attendant 
upon  litigation  ;  the  wants  of  a  young  family 
of  children,  Avhom  he  tenderly  loved  ;  the 
pain  to  think  that  he  had  made  the  sharer 
of  his  trials  a  woman  who  had  seen  better 
days, — a  woman  of  the  strictest  principles, 
ambitious — and  who  must  have  been  more 
than  human  to  be  always  patient  under  the 
allotments  of  fortune  ; — was  enough  to  tempt 
a  less  buoyant  spirit  to  do  as  another  indivi- 
dual was  advised  to  when  sorely  tried.  Still, 
he  never  yielded,  but  rather  pressed  onward. 
The  "  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends,"  used 
this  roughhewing  as  a  means  of  showing  to 
himself  and  others  the  talents  that  were  in 
him.  He  became  too  poor  to  employ  coun- 
sel, and  was  obliged  to  defend  himself  and 
plead  his  own  causes  ;  and  soon  displayed 
wit  and  a  native  eloquence,  which,  in  those 
primitive  times  were  more  than  a  match  for 
his  mere  legal  antagonist.  He  eventually 
drove  him  from  the  field,  and  Avas  ever  after 
engaged  in  legal  business,  though  not  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  for  a  number  of  years 
after. 

He  settled  in  Walden  in  1801  or  5  ;  in  1810 
he  commenced  the  farm  where  he  ever  after 
lived,  and  where  his  son,  Hon.  James  D. 
Bell  now  resides.  The  place  was  entirely 
wild,  and  the  first  tree  fallen"  was  the  foun- 
dation, log  on  Avhich  his  cabin  was  erected. 
In  1815  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislat- 
ure, after  having  had  conferred  on  liim  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  captain  of  mi- 
litia, &c.,  which  honors  in  those  days  were 
not  without  their  significance.  He  was 
iigain  elected  to  the  legislature  in  1818,  and 
was  a  niember  of  iliat  ))ody  for  10  years  in 
succession.  He  was  an  elo(|uent  debater, 
and  few  men   had  more  influence  in  the 
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house.  Few  were  there  whose  political  sway 
was  felt  more  throughout  the  state  than  Mr. 
Bell. 

At  the  time  that  Mr.  B.  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Caledonia  county,  it  was  composed 
of  a  constellation  of  many  of  the  first  order 
of  talents,  among  whom  he  was  received  as  a 
peer,  and  in  mother  wit  surpassed  perhaps 
any  one  of  them.  Intellectual  sport  he  en- 
joyed from  the  foundations  of  his  being,  and 
his  irrepressible  laughter  was  genial  and 
sparkling,  as  the  bursting  forth  of  sunshine. 
He  moreorer  had  an  immense  persuasive  in- 
fluence with  a  jury  ;  his  sympathies  being 
strong,  he  intuitively  hit  upon  those  points 
which  would  sway  them  in  the  direction  he 
wished. 

The  man  was  the  man  in  his  esteem,  what- 
ever the  texture  of  his  coat  might  be  ;  his 
client's  wrongs  were  his  own  wrongs,  and 
he  defended  him  with  a  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
that  never  flagged  till  his  point  was  gained. 
He  was  a  hard  man  to  face,  for  perhaps  when 
his  legal  antagonist  had  finished  a  labored 
plea,  and  thought  his  mountain  stood  strong, 
a  few  playful  sallies  from  Bell,  or  a  stroke  or 
two  of  the  scalpel  of  satire  directed  to  the 
weak  points  of  his  argument,  and  he  would 
find  the  whole  fabric  tumbling  about  his 
ears.  A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  once, 
when  he  was  attending  court  in  a  neighbor- 
ing state,  where  he  was  a  stranger.  The 
counsel  on  the  other  side  was  a  man  of  pre- 
tension, wealthy,  influential,  and  much  of 
an  egotist.  He  made  a  great  effort  for  his 
client,  represented  the  wrongs  he  had  suf- 
fered as  without  a  parallel,  labored  to  excite 
the  sympathy  by  the  present.ition  of  argu- 
ments drawn  from  no  very  apparent  facts, 
and  worked  himself  up  to  a  very  high  point 
of  commisscration  for  his  much  abu-eil  client, 
and  sat  down.  Mr.  Bell  arose  with  a  very 
solemn  face,  but  a  queer  twinkle  of  the  eye, 
and  said  he  thought  they  would  all  leel  it  a 
privilege  to  join  in  singing,  '*  Hark,  from 
the  tombs  a  doleful  sound." — he  struck  the 
old  minor  tune  in  which  the  words  were  then 
sung,  and  sung  the  ver^e  through.  The 
speech  of  his  opponent,  in  the  minds  of  those 
present,  was  upon  the  poise  between  the  pa- 
thetic and  ridiculous — the  ridicule  flashed 
upon  them,  and  the  house  was  in  a  roar. 
"When  the  merriment  sub>^ided  he  went  on 
with  his  plea.  The  advocate  Avho  preceded 
him  had  in<lulgc(l  in  invidious  remarks,  not 
only  in  reference  to  Mr.  Uell.  but  to  ilic  Ver- 
mont bar  generally,  and  Mr.  V>.  mentioned 
that  he  had  been  both  surprii^ed  an<l  jvuned 
at  the  ungentlemauly  and  narrow  alluiJions 


which  had  been  made  by  one  who  had  the 
honor  of  belonging  to  one  of  the  most  liberal 
professions  in  the  world  ;  and  the  man  af- 
terwards ingenuously  said,  that  he  was  never 
so  used  up. 

In  18;I2,  Mr.  B.  made  a  public  profession, 
and  joined  the  Congregational  church  in 
j  Hardwick  ;  and  was  ever  after  a  conscien- 
I  tious  and  constant  attendant  at  the  sanctu- 
j  ary,  when  his  health  permitted.  He  was  a 
lover  of  freedom,  and  a  hater  of  oppression. 
Well,  do  we  remember  his  relating  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote.  He  was  standing  in  front 
of  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  when  a  gang 
of  slaves,  manacled  together,  and  driven  by 
their  keeper,  passed  by.  When  they  came 
opposite  the  Capitol,  they  struck  up,  '-Hail I 
Columbia  I"  and  the  refrain  was  kept  up  un- 
til their  voices  were  lost  in  the  distance. 
He  said  :  "  What  a  satire  upon  our  brags  of 
freedom  was  that  music  from  those  uncon- 
scious wretches  I  Oh,  how  I  longed  to  stand 
upon  the  floor  of  that  house  and  say  what  I 
wanted  to  say."'  He  was  an  earnest  tem- 
perance advocate.  During  the  political  and 
other  conflicts  of  his  manhood,  he  was  a 
firm,  warm  friend,  and  a  most  whole-souled 
despiser  of  those  he  di.«liked  ;  but,  as  age 
advanced,  and  the  tumuits  of  life  receded, 
the- atFections  became  predominant,  and  em- 
braced all.  His  sport ivencss  almost  went 
with  him  to  the  grave.  After  he  was  so  in- 
firm that  his  step  was  almost  as  uncertain  as 
an  infant's,  he  said  to  some  one,  alluding  to 
his  infirmities,  that  iliere  was  one  thing  he 
could  do  as  quick  as  ever.  ''And  what  is 
that  ?"  said  the  person  adiircsscd.  I  can 
fall  down  as  quick  as  ever  I  could  I"'  was  the 
answer.  He  was  ch*)sen  a  iiicmbcr  of  the 
council  of  censors,  in  1S4S,  which  was  the 
j  last  public  service  iti  which  he  engaged. 
I  There  is  but  one  sketch  of  any  of  hi^  public 
;  eS"orts  remaining.  That  was  reported  by  S. 
!  B.  Colby,  Esq.  of  Montpelier,  and  which  we 
take  the  liberty  t(j  insert  in  this  article. 

Orleans  County,  January  Term.  } 
A.  D.  Iii47.  f 
Brother  Bell  has  made  one  of  his  great 
speeches  to-day  in  defence  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Parker,  on  trial  for  the  murder  of  her  own 
child.  I  have  never  heard  or  felt  a  deeper 
pathos  than  the  tones  of  his  voice  bore  to 
the  heart,  as  he  stood  up  in  the  tiitrnity  of 
old  age,  his  tall.  maje.><tic  forn>  «»ver-!e:kning 
all  the  modern  members  ot"  the  bur  (as  if  he 
had  come  from  some  superior  pliy-<ioal  gene- 
ration of  men\,  tremulou'*.  slightly,  with 
emotions  that  soeined  thronging  up  from  the 
long  past,  as  the  old  advocate  yit^lded  for  a 
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nioraeut  to  tho  effect  of  early  associations, 
and  introduced  himself  antl  his  fallen  breth- 
ren whom  his  eye  missed  from  their  wonted 
seats,  as  it  glanced  along  the  vacant  places 
inside  the  bar.    He  said: 

May  it  please  ^-onr  honor, 

and  gentlemen  of  the  jury: 

I  stood  among  giants,  tlmugh  n(»t  of  them: 
my  comrades  at  the  bar  have  fallen.  Fletch- 
er!  the  untiring  and  laborious  counselor, 
the  persuasive  advocate,  the  unyielding  cnm- 
batant,  is  where  ?    Eternity  echoes,  here  I 

Cushman,  the  courtly  and  eloquent  lawyer, 
the  kind  and  feeling  man,  tlie  polished  and 
social  companion  and  friend,  where  now  is 
he  ?    The  world  unseen  alone  can  say. 

Mattocks  lives,  thank  God  ;  but  is  with- 
drawn from  professional  toil,  from  the  clash 
of  mind  on  mind,  the  combat  of  intellect  and 
wit,  the  flashing  humor  and  grave  debates 
of  the  court  room,  to  the  graceful  retreat  of 
domestic  life. 

I  am  alone,  an  old  tree,  stripped  of  its 
foliage  and  tottering  beneath  tlic  rude  storms 
of  seventy  winters:  but  lately  prostrate  at 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  I  thou2.l«t  my  race 
was  run;  never  again  did  I  expect  to  be 
heard  in  defence  of  the  unfortunate  accused. 
But  Heaven  has  spared  me,  another  monu- 
ment of  His  mercy,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  op- 
portunity of  uttering,  perhaps  niy  last  public 
breath  in  defence  of  the  poor,  weak,  imbecile 
prisoner  at  the  bar. 

Gentlemen,  she  is  a  mother.  She  is 
charged  with  the  murder  of  her  own  child! 
She  is  arraigned  here  a  friendless  stranger. 
She  is  without  means  to  reward  counsel; 
and  has  not  the  intelligence,  as  I  have  the 
HOrry  occasion  to  know,  to  dictate  to  her 
counsel  a  single  fact  relating  to  her  case.  I 
have  come  to  her  defence  without  hope  of  re- 
ward ;  for  she  has  nothing  to  give  but  thick, 
dark  poverty,  and  of  that,  too,  I  have  had 
more  than  enough. 

But  it  gives  me  jdeasure  to  say  that  the 
stringent  hardshi]>  of  her  ease  has  won  her 
friends  among  strangers,  and  the  warm  sym- 
pathies which  have  been  extended  to  my 
client,  and  the  ready  and  usrful  aid  I  have 
received  during  this  protracted  trial,  from 
various  members  of  the  bur,  strongly  indi- 
cate the  great  hearts  and  good  minds  of  my 
departed  brothers,  have  lel't  ilieir  influence 
upon  these,  their  successors. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bell  s  return  from  court  he 
received  the  following  from  Mattocks: 

"Peachani,  l*»th  .lanuary.  1S47. 

Brother  Bell:  In  the  W'mrhm.in  I  have 
just  seen  a  specimen  of  your  speech  in  tho 


murder  case.  It  is  worthy  of  being  inserted 
in  the  next  edition  of  '  Elr.yunt  Kxtrnrtn  in 
Prose.'''  Sir,  you  are  the  last  of  the  Mohi. 
cans  and  the  greatest,  and  when  you  dif 
(which  I  fear  will  bo  soon,  for  from  the  ac- 
count I  hear  of  your  effort  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  it  was  all  but  a  superhutnau 
brightening  before  death),  the  tribe  will  be 
extinct.  You  have  justly  called  our  two  la- 
mented friends  giants,  and  witii  the  discrimi- 
nation of  a  reviewer,  have  given  to  each  the 
distinguishing  traits  of  excellence;  and  al- 
though your  introducing  me  with  them  was 
gratuitous,  it  was  kind,  and  the  traits  you 
have  given  me  I  owe  to  your  generosity. 

You  say  '  I  was  not  of  them  ;'  this  was  a 
fiction,  used  in  an  unlawyerlike  manner  to 
prevent  self-commendation,  unless,  indeed, 
you  meant  as  Paul  might  have  said,  that  he 
was  not  of  the  prophets,  because  he  was  a 
head  and  shoulders  above  them.  I  am  proud 
that  you  have  sustained  and  surpassed  the 
old  school  of  lawyers.  Sir,  you  are  the  Nes- 
tor of  the  bar,  and  may  be  truly  called  the 
'Old  man  eloquent.' 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  friend  and  humble  serv't, 

John  Mattocks. 

N.  B.  I  reserve  the  all  important  part  of 
this  letter  to  stand  by  itself  Let  us  hold 
fast  to  our  hope  in  Christ.  We  near  the 
brink." 

Bell  survived  his  friend  a  few  years,  en- 
compassed with  infirmity,  and  died  of  para- 
lysis, 17th  April,  1852. 


WATERFOED. 


BY  T.   A.  CUTLER. 


This  town  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
Connecticut  river,  lying  along  the  15  miles 
fall  S.  S.  E.  of  St.  Johusbury,  and  45  miles 
K.  from  Montpelier.  The  surface  is  gene- 
rally broken,  presenting  that  diversified 
scenery  of  mountain  and  valley  so  common 
to  \*brmont.  Tho  soil  is  fertile  and  well 
adajtted  to  agriculture,  especially  to  grazing, 
which  has  ever  been  the  favorite  pursuit  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  in  which  they  have 
gained  an  honorable  reputation.  The  valleys 
produce  bountifully  the  usual  varieties  of 
grains  and  grasses,  while  the  hills,  arable  to 
their  tops  and  thickly  dotted  with  maple 
groves,  abound  in  rich  pastures.  The 
rocks  are  primitive  and  belong  to  the  calca- 
reo-mica  slate  fornuition,  and  tliere  is  a 
range  of  clay  slate  running  north  through 
the  town  from  which  superior  specimens  of 
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slate  for  roofinjjj  have  been  quarried  by 
Messrs.  Hale  &  bracket.  There  are  also 
many  specimens  of  a  peculiar  formation  of 
granite,  sometimes  calletl  nodular  granite. 

It  contains  balls,  usually  a  little  tlattoned, 
scattered  in  it  like  plums  in  a  pudding. 
These  balls  are  usually  about  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter, and  are  composed  essentially  of  black 
mica,  having  the  plates  arranged  in  concen- 
tric layers  with  a  very  thin  deposit  of  quartz 
between  the  layers."' 

Except  the  Passumpsic,  which  flows 
through  the  west  corner  of  the  town.  Water- 
ford  has  no  rivers,  though  it  is  well  watered 
by  numerous  brooks  and  springs.  Styles" 
pond,  covering  an  area  of  about  100  acres, 
lies  in  the  north  part  of  the  township. 

Of  the  early  settlement  of  Waterford, 
though  probably  attended  with  the  trials  and 
hardships  incident  to  all  early  settlements, 
nothing  has  been  handed  down  worthy  of 
record.  The  town,  by  name  of  Littleton, 
was  chartered  Nov.  8,  1780.  to  J3enjamin 
Whipple  and  his  associates.  The  name  was 
changed  to  Waterford  in  1797.  Tradition 
says  that  James  Adams  was  the  first  settler. 
The  exact  time  of  his  coming  is  not  now 
known.  Thompson  dates  the  first  settlement 
at  1787,  but  we  find  by  the  proprietors'  re- 
cords that  a  proprietors"  meeting,  held  in 
Barnet  in  the  fall  of  1783,  was  adjourned  to 
the  house  of  James  Adams  in  said  Little- 
ton," which  shows  that  Mr.  Adams  was  here 
as  early,  at  least,  as  1783.  The  next  settlers 
were  Joseph  and  John  Woods,  who  came  as 
early  as  1784  or  '85,  and  settled  on  the  Pas- 
sumpsic  river.  Very  soon  after  came  the 
Pikes,  who  were  the  first  settlers  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town.  The  first  person  born  in 
town  was  Polly  Woods,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Woods.  The  first  male  born  in  Waterford 
was  William  ilorgan. 

The  town  was  org.mi/.ed  in  1793.  The 
first  town  officers  wer<;:  Selnh  Howe,  clerk;  ! 
Peter  Sylvester,  Daniel  I'ike  au<l  Nehemiah 
Hadley,  selectmen:  Levi  AMrich,  Luther 
Pike  and  Levi  Goss,  listers:  Samuel  Fletcher,  i 
constable  :  Abel  Goss,  town  treasurer.  Po- 
pulation in  1791,  63;  in  ISOO,  .',(;.",;  in  1810, 
1289;  in  1820.  1247;  in  1830,  13.^8;  in  1840, 
1388;  in  1850,  1412;  in  1800  (see  census 
table  in  county  chapter.  No.  3). 

There  being  no  valuable  wuter  power 
manufacturing  esiablisfiments  or  central 
place  of  business,  the  occujiaiion  of  the  peo- 
ple has  been  confined  exolu-ively  to  agri- 
culture, and  nuich  ot  the  business  of  the 
town  goes  to  the  adjoining  towns  of  IJarnet, 
St.  Johnsbury  and  Concord ;  consequently 


the  population  has  for  many  years  remained 
nearly  stationary,  and  the  two  little  villages 
present  to-day  nearly  the  same  appearance 
as  in  early  days,  when  a  rhyming  son  of  Vul- 
can sang  of  his  beloved  village  as 

 '*  A  Tt-ry  tino  pln<  c. 

Adorned  with  m.ijf>ty  nml  Krace; 

Situateil  uudtr  Itnbljil  Hill, 

With  a  taviTu,  btorw  and  u  rlnver  mill." 
With  this  change,  h<nvever,  a  beautiful 
church  now  stands  in  each  village,  and  the 
clover  mill  has  been  changed  to  a  starch 
mill,  which  suits  the  wants  of  the  people 
quite  as  well,  though  it  miglit  (/rale  a  little 
in  the  poet's  measure.    In  1798,  a 

CON'GREGATION'AL  CflUUCU. 

Was  organized,  consisting  of  8  members — i 
males  and  4  females.  The  Rev.  Asa  Carpen- 
ter, the  first  minister,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1770, 
in  Ashford,  Conn.  He  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth college  when  about  2r>  years  of  age ; 
studied  theology  with  Rev.  Mr.  Burton  of 
Thetford,  Vt. ;  preached  a  short  time  in  se- 
veral towns  in  the  state  as  a  missionary  of 
the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Society; 
moved  to  Waterford  in  the  fall  of  '97,  and 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  its  organization.  He  labored  in 
Waterford  until  June,  181G,  when  he  removed 
to  Pennfield,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1827  or 
'28.  In  1818  the  first  Congregational  ]Meet- 
ing  House  was  built,  and  in  October  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  Rev.  Reuben  Mason  was  settled 
as  pastor,  and  sustained  this  relation  5  years. 
Soon  after  the  first,  another  meeting  house 
was  built  at  West  Waterford,  and  meetings 
were  held  at  the  two  hou-es  until  a  church 
was  erected  in  Lower  ^VJlterford  in  1837.  In 
Sept.,  1825,  Rev.  Thomas  Hall  was  installed  ; 
dismissed  in  1830;  reinstalled  in  1834,  and 
sustained  his  pastoral  relation  untilJanuary, 
1844.  During  the  interval  of  Mr.  Hall's  la- 
bors from  1830  to  183,4.  the  pulpit  was  sup- 
plied by  Rev.  Messrs.  White.  Biadford  and 
others.  Mr.  Hall  was  siicoeeded  by  Rev. 
Eben  Smith,  whose  pastorate  continued  until 
Jan.,  1848.  Immediately  after,  Rev.  Francis 
W'arriner  comnu'iiccd  iiis  laliors  with  the 
church  ;  was  installed  in  1851,  and  sustained 
the  pastoral  relation  till  (H-t.,  1m;(»,  when  he 
was  dismissed  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 
Rev.  Geo.  J.  Bard,  the  present  pastor  was 
ordained.  In  1818,  a  meeting  house  was 
erected  in  the  N.  W.  jiart  of  the  town  and 
occupied  by  the 

Freewill  BArrtsr  Society, 
Over  which  the  Kev.  Rufus  Cheney  was  in- 
stalled.   How  long  he  preached,  or  how  long 
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the  society  remained  in  existence  the  writer 
is  not  inl'ornied,  nor  are  the  records  of  the 
church  to  be  obtained.  A  religious  society 
called 

The  First  UsivEnsALisT  Society 
InWaterford,  was  formed  on  t lie  ITlhof  May, 
1824,  consisting  of  over  100  members.  The 
society  has  never  had  a  settled  minister,  but 
has  been  supplied  a  portion  of  the  time  by 
different  preachers.  At  the  present  time, 
and  for  a  year  past  the  society  have  occu- 
pied the  Union  meeting  house  in  the  upper 
Tillaigc  and  have  had  preaching  regularly  on 
the  sabbath  by  Rev.  Carlos  Mantiu.  (^n- 
^ected  with  the  society  is  a  sabbatli  school, 
furnished  with  a  good  library.  The  society 
is  not  as  large,  owing  to  death  and  removals, 
now  as  it  has  been,  but  at  the  present  is 
prospering. 

Professional  Men 
Born  and  educated  in  Water  ford  : 

Clergymen. — Wm.  H.  Hadley,*  Alfred  Ste- 
vens,* Samuel  A.  Benton,*  James  H.  Ben- 
ton, E.  I.  Carpenter,*  Prosper  Davidson, 
Thomas  Kidder,  Eben.  Cutler.*  Zenas  (Joss,* 
Samuel  Hurlbert,  Silas  Gaskill,  Philander 
Carpenter. 

Lavcyers. — J.  D.  Stoddard,  R.  C.  Benton, 
R.  C.  Benton,  Jr.,*  Jacob  Benton,  A.  H. 
Hadley,  0.  T.  Brown,  A.  J.  Hale,  Jona. 
Ross,*  E.  Cutler,  Jr.,*  A.  P.  Carpenter,* 
Luther  Kidder. 

Physicians. — A.  Kinne,*  A.  Farr,  C.  Farr, 
R.  Bugbee.  Jr.,  A.  G.  Bugbee,  Frank  Bug-  ^ 
bee,  N.  S.  Goss.  Wm.  Benton.  j 

Representatives. — 17''  j,  Jona.  Grow  ;  1706-  i 
98,    John   Grow:    170'J-18ol,    Asa  Grow:! 
1802-5,  Jos.  Armingt..n  :  isOo.  Silas  Pavid- 
son;    1807,  Jos.    Armington  :    180H-lt),  S.  , 
Hemingway;  1817,  Jos.  Armington ;  ISIH- 
19,  Nathan  Pike;  1820-21,  Jacob  Benton;^ 
1822,  S.  Hemingway;  1823,  Jonah  Carpen- 
ter;   1824,  S.  Hemingway:   lS2-')-20,,  Silus 
Davidson;  1827-20,  S.  Hemingway:  lS;if^ 
32,  Robert  Taggard ;  lS:5;i-;54,  J.  D.  Stod- 
dard; 1830,  S.  Hemingway ;  I8:;»i-:i7,  Lyman 
Buck;  1838-39,  Jamc;*  Works;  IMiMl.  K. 
F.  Rowell;   1842-41.  Royal  lloss ;  18  },V-4ti 
Dennis  May:  1847-48.  Joseph  Idc  ;  1840-.'>(),  ^ 
Barron  ]Moulton ;  I8'»l-r>2.  A.   P.  lionney;; 
1853-54,  Wm.  Adams;  Ihoo,  Dennis  May  ;  ^ 
1856-57,  J.  D.  Sto.ldard.  | 

Towji  C/ez-A*.— 170.J-'.t:..  Selah  Howe  ;  170r, 
-1801,  John  Grow;  l^'ij..,',.  ,S.  Hemingway; 
1806,  Samuel  Ga.-kill  :  lstt7-l»;,  S.  Hciaing- ; 
way;   1817-23.  J.  i'arpcnter;    1824-41,   S,  , 
Hemingway:  18  12-J7,  L.  S.  Freeman.  | 

•Graduates.  1 


WHEELOCK. 

BY  HON.  T.  C.  CREE. 

This  town  embraces  a  territory  of  about 
six  miles  square.  It  lies  about  six  mii^'^ 
from  the  line  of  the  Passumpsic 
Road.  In  1785,  the  legislature  of  this 
gave  by  charter,  this  town  to  Dartm.-'u:u 
College  and  Moors  Indian  Charity  Scho  .!. 
institutions  situate  at  Hanover,  N.  H.,  or,.? 
moiety  to  the  college  and  the  other  moie-  v 
to  the  school.  In  the  same  instrument  iho 
town  was  incorporated,  and  named  after 
President  Wheelock,  the  first  oflBcer  of  the 
aforesaid  institutions.  In  the  charter  it  is 
provided  that  so  long  and  while  the  said 
college  and  school  actually  apply  the  renrs 
and  profits  of  this  land  to  the  purposes  of 
the  college  and  school,  the  land  and  tene- 
ments in  town  shall  be  exempt  from  public 
taxes ;  so  that  the  town  have  never  been 
called  upon  to  pay  state  taxes.  This,  in  the 
mind  of  the  writer,  was  a  great  oversight  in 
the  legislature,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
such  wholesale  exemption  from  the  public 
burthens  is  constitutional.  The  town  en- 
joys all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other 
towns,  and  yet  pays  but  little  of  the  expense 
of  maintaining  the  state  government.  There 
being  no  list  of  the  real  estate  returned  to 
the  legislature  accounts  for  the  smallness  of 
the  grand  list  reported. 

The  town  was  organized  March  29,  1792. 
Abraham  Morrill,  first  clerk:  Dudley  Swa- 
sey,  Abraham  Morrill,  Joseph  Venen,  first 
selectmen  ;  Gideon  Leaveit,  first  constable. 

The  settlements  commenced  about  1750. 
I  am  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the 
first  settlers  ;  they  were  a  hardy  race  of  men 
and  women,  and  Avere  compelled  to  bear  bur- 
thens and  hardships  that  would  now  he  in- 
supportable to  some  of  the  "young  Ameri- 
ca"' of  the  town.  For  several  years  after 
tiie  first  settlement  there  were  no  roads  to 
the  older  and  adjacent  towns,  so  that  their 
grain  for  grinding  had  to  be  transported  to 
Danville,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  upon  their 
shoulders  or  upon  handsleds,  the  route  being 
indicated  only  by  spotted  trees. 

The  general  surface  of  the  town  is  rather 
uneven.  One  range  of  the  Green  mountains 
runs  through  the  west  part  of  the  town,  but 
is  no  where  very  steep  or  stony.  Roads 
cross  the  summit  in  several  places.  The 
land  upon  the  mountain  is  well  timbered, 
an«l  suscepti»)le  of  cultivation  to  the  summit: 
and  what  has  been  cleared  itffords  some  of 
the  best  grazing  land  in  the  state.  The 
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eastern  part  is  more  level,  and  all  good 
land  for  farming  purposes.  Large  qiumti- 
tie3  of  liay,  oats  and  lumber  are  earriod  from 
this  town  to  Lyndon  and  St.  .)..hnsbury,  and 
large  quantities  of  maplo  sugar  are  also  an- 
nually manufactured  here. 

Miller's  river  runs  through  the  north  part 
of  the  town  and  empties  into  the  Passumpsic 
at  Lyndon.  This  river  atlords  .some  excel- 
lent mill  sites,  and  along  its  hanks  is  some 
of  the  most  fertile  land  in  the  country. 

In  November,  1790,  the  town  voted  to 
l)uild  a  meeting-house  —  the  first  one  in 
town.  It  was  built  the  following  year,  was 
a  large,  two-story  edifice,  and,  like  others 


is  attributed  the  unusual  healthincsH  of  the 
inhabitants.  These  springs  are  not  affected 
by  great  rains  or  drouth,  but  the  water  flows 
at  all  times  alike.  Per.^^ons  subject  to  head- 
ache, humors,  and  the  like,  have  found  relief 
and  cure  by  drinking  and  bathing  in  the 
water. 

The  Village 
is  situate  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
town,  on  the  bank  of  Miller's  river,  and 
contains  about  oO  dwelling  houses,  1  meet- 
ing house,  1  tavern,  1  grist  mill,  2  saw  mills, 
1  machine  shop,  1  tannery,  1  planing  mill,  1 
store  and  post  office,  1  law  office,  2  black- 
smith shops,  2  shoe  shops,  and  1  starch  fac- 


of  it^  kind,  was'  never  finished.  Enough  |  tory.  The  population  in  18.;o,  was  8o8.  The 
was  done,  however,  so  that  meetings  could  |  town  has  been  the  home  of  a  large  number 
be  held  in  it.     It  was  never  lathed  and  of  soldiers  of  rhe  Revolution  and  the  W  ar  of 


plastered  overhead ;  a  hail  storm  broke  some 
of  the  windows  in  the  upper  story,  which 
invited  the  swallow  and  wren  to  make  it 
their  abode.  The  writer  occasionally  at- 
tended meeting  there  in  1820-30;  the  mono- 
tonous tone  of  the  preacher,  the  cheerful 
twitter  of  the  swallow  and  the  crying  of  the 
babies,  that  used  then  to  be  carried  to  meet- 
ing, formed  rather  a  medley  of  sounds. 

One  curious  vote  was  taken  by  the  town  in 
relation  to  this  house,  that  I  must  not  omit. 
It  appears  by  the  record  that  they  had  a 
town  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the 
pews,  and  the  first  vote  passed  was  as  fol- 
lows: "Voted  that  the  town  be  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  rum  for  the  venducing  off  the  meet- 
ing-house pews  ;  "  and  from  the  subsequent 
bids  it  would  appear  that  some  of  the  pews 
were  very  valuable ;  however,  I  suppose  it 
was  then  customary  to  have  rum  at  all  ven- 
dues to  stimulate  people  to  bid  for  that  they 
did  not  want,  and  was  thought  to  be  well 
enough  even  in  selling  church  property.  It 
would  hardly  do  now,  in  these  temperance 


1812  ;  the  last  of  the  former  has  now  gone  to 
his  rest. 

ECCLESI.VSTICAL. 

The  prevailing  denomination  of  Christiana 
is  the  Free-will  Baptists.  There  are  2  socie- 
ties in  town,  one  South,  the  other  North ;  both 
have  meeting  houses.  The  South  Church  was 
organized  about  1800,  by  Elder  Joseph  Boo- 
dy  of  Stratford,  N.  H.  Among  the  names  of 
ministers  who  have  had  charge  of  this  church 
may  be  mentioned  Elders  Benjamin  Page, 
Robinson,  Mainard,  Gillraan  and  Allen.  The 
society  do  not  support  preaching  all  the  time. 
The  North  Church  was  organized  Feb.  11, 
1831,  Elder  .Jonathan  Woodman.  They  or- 
"■anized  with  G  members;  have  30  members; 
their  house  of  worship  is  at  the  village.  El- 
der J.  Woodman  is  their  present  pastor. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  Congrega- 
tionalists  and  Methodists  in  town,  but  no 
organized  church  or  society  of  those  denomi- 
nation^. 

The  town  is  divided  into  10  school  districts. 
All  except  one  have  summer  and  winter 


wouia  naruiy  uo  uu\>,  m  i^v^^v  ,   - 

times,  for  even  a  town  to  furni^h  or  give  |  schools.  Most  of  the  districts  have  3  months 


away  rum  to  sell  anything,  particularly  pews 
in  a  meeting-house. 


each  term.    Most  of  the  school  houses  are 


Mineral  Springs. 
There  are  2  in  town;  one  in  the  village 
and  one  about  50  rods  north.    The  waters  i  ^ehool  houses 
have  never  been  analyzed,  but  it  is  said  by  |  viHarrp.  worth 
those  who  profess  to  know,  that  tiiey  are  the 


poor;  but  a  better  feeling  is  manifest  in  re- 
lation to  them,  and  it  is  evident,  from  some 
late  demonstrations  that  better  times  are 
comiuo-  for  the  youth,  as  to  good,  commodious 
—  as  one  has  been  built  at  the 
e,  worthy  of  the  name. 
I  [The  reader  will  observe  that  no  bio- 
strongest  impregnated  in  the  state.  Their  |  ^^..^pijjc  sketeijcs  appear  in  connection  with 
properties  are  the  same  as  those  at  Alburgh  |  The  history  of  Wat.-rlord  or  of  this  town, 
and  Newbury  in  this  state.  There  is  no  :  The  historian  who^e  well  written  sketch  ap- 
and  >e\vDui>         u  i  r>ear^  above,  writ  vs  us,  m  extenuat  i-n  ot  his 

doubt  they  possess  medional  qualities.    1  he  i  c(mne.  tiun  with  the  mat- 

water  of  tiie  one  in  the  village  is  used  ,  j^.,.  jj^^t  ihev  have  up  there  -neither  pro- 
common  drinking  purpoHCs  l>y  the  whole  ,  ^•j'^,„t<,  tools  to  write  about."  'We  have 
village  in  the  warm  part  of  the  year,  and  j  not  received  the  >•  e^ieuuatiou  •  of  W  atcr- 
more^'or  less  at  other  times ;  and  to  this  fact  1  ford  yet.— /-.'^-J 
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GOSIIEX  GORE. 

BY  JOSEPH  CLARK. 

There  are  two  Gores  in  Caledonia  county 
by  this  name.  The  largest  contains  I'oM 
acres;  lies  in  the  nort Invest  part  of  the 
county,  is  bounded  nortli  by  Wheelock,  east 
by  Danville,  south  by  Walden,  and  west  by 
Greensboro'.  The  .^nialler  Gore  contains 
2828  acres,  and  lies  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  county. These  Gores  derive  their 
name  from  tlie  town  to  which  they  I'orniorly 
belonged-  By  a  singular  act  of  the  leijislat- 
HTC,  th«se  two  Gores  in  Caledonia  county,  and 
one  still  larger  in  Addison  county,  70  miles 
distant,  containing  13,000  acres,  were  incor- 
porated into  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Gushen  ; 
chartered  Feb.  1,  1792,  to  John  Howell,  Wm. 
Douglass,  and  Go  others,  and  re-chartered 
to  the  same,  Nbv,  1,  1798.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  part  of  the  town  in  Addi.'^on  county, 
organized  March  29,  1814.  The  Gores  in 
Caledonia  county  were  severed  from  the 
town  of  Goshen  by  the  legislature  in  1854. 
There  have  been  frequent  petitions  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  larger  Gore-in  this  county 
to  become  organized  into  a  town,  the  first 
being  presented  to  the  legislature  in  1835; 
but  an  organization  has  never  been  granted. j- 
The  larger  Gore  in  this  county,  being  most 
accessible  to  East  Ilardwick,  as  a  place  of 
business  and  post  ottice  address,  is  distin- 
guished from  the  other,  by  "GonhenGore, 
near  Ilardwick."  This  tract  of  land  lies 
sloping  from  the  valley  of  Lainoile  river, 
rising  to  form  one  limb  to  the  fork  of  the  Y. 

The  first  settlements  were  made  by  Elihu 
Sabin  and  'VVarreu  Smith  in  lb02.  Smith  did 
not  settle  permanently.  Sabin  built  a  frame 
house  which  he  occupied  until  his  decease, 
some  41  years.  Other  f^t'ttlements  were 
made  soon  after  that  of  Sabin,  by  Reuben 
Smith,  Elisha  Shopard,  lU'uben  Crosby, 
Thomas  Ransom,  Azariah  Doody,  Ephraini 
Perrin  and  Andrew  Rlair.  Improvements 
were  made  about  the  same  time  by  several 
other  transient  residents.  .\lt hough  the  set- 
tlement of  the  pliice  was  at  coiiiparatively 
a  late  date,  the  hard^hi{»s  inoideni  to  new 
settlements  had  to  bo  ciiCMuntered.  Supplies 
of  grain  and  nece?sarii's  liad  to  be  pr«icur<  d 
in  a  measure  from  adjoining  luwns;  the 
method  of  transportation  lrt<|Ut'Utly  upon 
their  backs,  and  the  m»'tliud  of  payment, 

*  Goshen  Gore  Uie  l.  S(<  wat  wt  <  fT  to  Nrn-hlnKlon  Co. 
-EJ. 

t  The  r»f^r'<>'  f"^  Oi<»  ino'i  r»rt.  nre  not  di.<*!\ti'.tu-<l 
with  thfir  pri'.-'fiit  (-inijiti<  ii.  t  ,  ir)i;  <  x< nipt  from  tlif  ilo- 
iniiiuls  uf  ttio  'iix-^iUli'.r<.T.  atnl  the  cxiri).-' ^  iiu'l  lent  to 
a  tuwa  orguuiKiiiiun. 


generally,  by  day's  work.  The  frosty  seanun 
of  18ir»,  .and  others  which  occurred  previ- 
ously,  was  severely  felt.  Mary  Sabin  was 
the  first  child  born.  Freeman  Smith  was  tiie 
tirst  male  child,  and  Edmund  Barker  an<l 
Betsy  Sabin,  the  first  couple  married. 

The  western  portion  of  the  Gore,  towards 
Lamoile  river,  comprising  about  two-thirds 
of  the  territory,  is  improved   by  resident 
occupants.    The  number  of  families  is  over 
40,    The  soil  is  a  mold,  in  some  parts  black, 
in  others  reddish  ;  but  little  clay  or  loam, 
i  It  is  strong  and  well  adapted  to  grass  and 
j  English  grain ;    the  timber  chiefly  maple, 
j  birch,  spruce  and  fir.    Two  or  three  farms 
j  on  the  eastern  extremity,  adjoining  Danville, 
j  have  been  under  improvement  since  1805. 
i  James  Clark  and  Thomas  Young  made  the 
first  improvement  there. 

The  eastern  portion  is  chiefly  unimproved 
and  mountainous,  but  well  timbered.    In  the 
northern  part,  there  is  a  pond  covering  about 
80  acres,  the  outlet  of  which  finds  its  way 
to  the  Connecticut  river.    A  steam  saw  mill 
was  erected  by  this  pond  in  1856,  by  T.  G. 
Bronson.    Bronson  died  in  1857,  and  the 
mill  passed  into  the  hands  of  others — Haw- 
kins &  Ross,  present  proprietors.  Nearly 
1,000,000  feet  of  lumber  is  manufactured  ut 
this    mill    annually,  which  is  principally 
drawn  to  St.  Johnsbury,  and  used  in  the 
manufactory  of  E.  &  T.  Fairbanks.  About 
a  mile  west  of  this  pond  is  a  "beaver  meadow, 
also  called    Blueberry  Meadow,"  where  ves- 
tiges of  the  labors  and  dwellings  of  this 
sagacious  animal  are  yet  to  be  seen.  A 
I  .stream  arises  from  this  meadow,  called  Goro 
j  Brook,  which  empties  into  Lamoile  river. 
I     The  first  saw  mill  was  built  by  G.  W. 
i  Cook,  on  a  stream  which  is  the  outlet  of  a 
[  pond  in  Wheelock.    This  mill  was  burnt, 
I  and  another  built  by  William  Shurburn  on 
j  the  same  spot.    The  second  was  burned,  and 
j  the  third  was  built  by  Enoch  Foster  in  18:)3, 
i  which  is  still  in  operation.    There  was  also 
i  another  built  in  1840,  by  Levi  Utley,  on  the 
j  Gore  brook,  leading  from  Beaver  meadow, 
j     The  first  meeting  house,  first  public  house, 
I  first  grist  mill,  first  physician,  and  first  law- 
•  yer.  are  among  the  things  that  never  were, 
i  Tho  first  school  was  kept  by  Barilla  Morse, 
in  Reuben  Crosby's  barn,  in  1812.  Judith 
:<'hase,  Retsy  Sabin  and  Lucretia  Washburn 
;  were  the  next  succeeding  teachers.  Mrs. 
i  Andrew  lUair  sent  her  girl  to  the  fir.>-t  school, 
j  and  paid  the  tuition  with  a  pink  silk  hand- 
( kerchief.    "Schoolmarm  know'd  I  had  it, 
'  niid  she  wantrd  it  to  make  her  a  bonnet." 
i(Good  old  Mrs.  Ann  Blair's  testimony.)  The 
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first  frame  school  house  was  built  in  1823. 
In  1834  a  second  school  ^^i^^trict  was  formed. 

A  Freewill  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
here  in  August,  1841,  and  Elder  John  Gar- 
field ordained  pastor.  It  consistevl  orignally 
of  12  members  ;  upwards  of  50  have  since 
belonged  to  it.  Two  of  their  quarterly 
meetings  were  held  here.  In  18jo,  H.  W. 
Harris  became  their  minister,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Elder  Geo.  King,  ordained  pastor 
of  the  church  in  1857.  Elder  King  has  left 
the  place,  and  the  church  is  now  suppli-ed 
only  by  initerant  ministers.  In  18-30,  this 
church 

"  Resolved  themselves  into  a  society  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  superanntiated  minis- 
ters and  poor  widows  and  orphans,  and  to 
do  all  they  could  for  their  aid  and  support." 

Elihu  Sabin 
Born  in  Dudley,  Mass.,  in  1772,  died  in 
"Goshen  Gore,  near  Hardwick,"  July  9, 
1843,  aged  71.  He  was  one  of  the  2G  child- 
ren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gideon  Sabin,  comme- 
morated in  the  Hardwick  History  (No.  3,  p. 
324). 

As  has  been  before  mentioned,  he  was 
the  first  permanent  settler  of  this  Gore.  A 
generous-hearted,  worthy  man,  talented  for 
his  day  and  opportunities,  energetic  and 
persevering,  he  had  the  respect  of  all  the 
settlers  of  the  neighboring  towns,  and  was, 
for  about  20  years,  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  was,  moreover,  distinguished  for  uncom- 
mon muscular  strength,  in  so  much  that  the 
history  of  the  Gore  is  not  without  an  example 
of  the  courage  and  prowess  requisite  for  a 
hand-to-hand  mortal  combat. 

Once  on  a  time,  Avell  verified  it  is  said, 
Sabin  did  face  the  foe  in  a  single-handed 
struggle  for  life.  It  appears  that  he  had 
caught  a  cub,  whose  cries  brought  forward 
the  bear  robbed  of  her  young,  whom  Eli- 
hu unflinchingly  smote  with  the  breech  of 
his  gun  ;  the  bear  was  dispatched,  and  so 
was  the  breech  of  Elihu's  gun.  Lest,  how- 
ever, it  may  be  said,  in  cavil,  that  sudden 
desperation  which  has  been  known  to  give 
supernatural  strength,  nerved  our  hero's 
arm,  we  have  a  more  deliberate  feat  with 
which  to  crown  our  point — the  prodigious 
Strength  of  Elihu  Sabin — a  font  of  no  thrill- 
ing moment,  a  plain,  practical  test,  however, 
evincing  not  less  arm-strength  in  the  man. 
A  living  witness  testifies  that  he  has  seen 
Mr.  Sabin  knock  down  with  one  blow  of  his 
fist,  a  two  year  old  bullock,  striking  him 
between  the  fort?  .-houMer<,  and  bieakiiig  a 
rib.    Can  the  stale  nhow  a  stronger  man  ? 


EpjlttAIM  rKRIll.N 

From  Connecticut,  came  into  the  Gore  in  1807, 
and  lived  entirely  alone  8  years  in  a  log  hut, 
which  he  constructed  by  the  side  of  a  large 
rock,  which  served  the  purpose  of  fire-place, 
and  one  end  of  his  a[)artment.  It  is  said  all 
the  bedding  which  this  man  had,  "was  a  rag 
coverlet  and  a  second-hand  great  coat  which 
Mrs.  Sabin  let  him  have.  '  Finally,  his 
affaii-s  prospered,  and  one  of  his  neighbors, 
a  good  old  lady,  told  him  he  must  get  mar- 
Tied,  and  picked  a  wife  out"  for  him,  Miss 
Polly  Cheever,  whom  he  married,  and  then 
built  a  frame  house.  This  wife  died  in  a 
few  years,  and  he  married  the  second  time 
to  Maria  Cutler,  and  reared  a  numerous 
family.  He  justly  merited  the  reputation  he 
obtained,  of  being  a  remarkably  honest, 
hard  working  man ;  was  rather  tenacious 
in  his  opinions  and  prejudices,  but  not  for- 
ward to  assert  them.    He  died  in  1859. 

Reuben  Crosby 
One  of  the  first  settlers,  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property,  but  becoming  partially  in- 
sane, meditated  self  destruction.    For  this 
purpose  he  made  his  escape  from  his  house, 
I  and  seated  himself  upon  a  large  rock,  where 
i  he  remained  till  his  limbs  were  frozen.  But 
I  by  a  change  in  the  weather  the  process  of 
i  thawing,  much  more  painful  than  freezing, 
!  commenced.    This  led  him  to  creep  to  the 
j  house,  but  he  lived  only  a  few  days.  He 
I  died  in  1830. 

[  Reuben  Smith 

I  From  Warren,  N.  H.,  was  another  of  the 

'  early  proprietors.    He  died  Jan.  30,  1860. 

i 

I  Isaac  Stevens 

I  Came  into  the  place  about  1820.    An  excel- 

I  lent  variety  of  potato,  extensively  known  as 

j  the  Stevens  potato,  was  propagated  by  him 

I  from  the  balls.    He  died  in  1859. 

I 

Andrew  Ulair. 
Had  the  Olytupic  races  come  down  to  our 
times,  Mr,  Blair,  aecurding  lo  report,  n}ight 
have  become  a  successful  coni{>etitor  for  a 
crown.    It  is  current  that  he  once  ran  down 
and  captured  a  fox.  and  was  uveriieard  hold- 
ing a  parley  with  the  captive,  whether  the 
i  thing  was  done  fair.     Pmt,  unlilce  the  Olym- 
j  pic  races,  not  having  an  impart  ial  judge  to 
j  decide  the  points,  the  fox  se«MiK-d  to  dissent 
j  from  his  victor's  boast  of  fair  play,     "  Now," 
[  says  Mr,  lilair.  "if  you  think  the  thing  w:is 
I  not  done  fair,  we'll  try  it  again."  Whereupon 
I  the  fox  wiis  let         mid  wa<  al!.>-.ved  to  h-ive 
ja  few  rods  the  start,  when  Bhiir  took  the 
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track.  Away  went  the  fox — away  went 
Blair;  one  for  life,  the  other  for  victory, 
over  hill,  over  fence,  over  brush,  till  lihiir 
caught  the  breathless  trophy,  a  second  time, 
in  triumph. 

Mr.  IJhiir  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers. 
Andrew  M.  Blair,  Esq.,  son  of  Andrew 
Blair,  was  late  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
state  senate. 


MILITARY  CHAPTER. 

THE  ADMINISTP.ATION  OF  COVKRNOR 
FAIUBAMvS  IX  RELATION  TO  THE 
REBELLION  OF  K^iH. 

[Desirous  of  obtainins:  from  the  most  au- 
thentic source,  a  full  ami  correct  account  of 
the  organizing,  officering,  equipping,  sub- 
sisting and  sending  into  the  field  the  first 
six  Vermont  regiments  raised  during  the 
late  administration,  we  made  application  to 
Gov.  Fairbanks  for  such  historic  paper,  who 
complied  with  the  request  and  forwarded 
the  following  account.  With  his  character- 
istic modesty,  he  gives  his  account  as  in  the 
third  person,  and  has  evidently  avoided 
speaking  of  the  labors  to  which  he  was  ne- 
cessarily subjected  during  the  last  six  months 
of  his  official  year.  It  was  necessary,  under 
the  law,  that  he  should  give  his  personal 
attention  to  the  details  in  the  formation  of 
each  regiment,  and  every  bill  and  voucher  in 
an  expenditure  of  more  than  half  a  million, 
was  audited  by  him.  assisted  only  by  his 
Taluable  secretary,  Col.  Merrill.  (See  re- 
ports of  the  legislative  committee.  In  other 
states,  such  duties  are  liivided  among  other 
boards  of  officers.)  There  was  also  the  sign- 
ing of  500,000  of  state  bonJs,  and  drawing 
his  warrants  on  the  stale  treasury  for  ac- 
counts and  bills  allowed.  In  brief,  an 
amount  of  business  which  could  hardly  have 
been  accomplished,  had  he  not  been  accus- 
tomed to  active  business  habits;  all  which, 
however,  and  much  more,  he  passes  over, 
submitting  the  following  valuable  record, 
which  we  give  verbatim. — AV. ] 

Governor  Fairbanks  accepted  the  nomina- 
tion for  the  executive  office  in  isfio.  with  the 
distinct  understandiiii;  liiat  it  should  be  but 
for  a  single  term  only.  The  cuuntry  was  at 
peace,  and  all  the  ititcie>t«  of  tlie  st;ite  wore 
prosperous.  The  annual  October  ^e^■^ion  of 
the  legislature  was  niarked  by  no  unusual 
features. 

The  governor,  in  hi;^  address,  reconwiKMided 
a  few  important  mca-ures  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  tv.o  housf<.  and  closed  by  con- 
gratulating tlie  niciiilMMs  n\^  >n  ihe  general 
prosperity  of  t.'ic      i!c  ainl  country. 

The  result  of  the  presidential  election  in 


1  November,  was  the  signal  for  the  devel.  p. 
i  meut  of  dark  schemes  for  the  overt ijrow  ..f 
I  tlie  government  and  the  dismemberment  ot 
the  Union. 

i     Immediately  after  the  assembling  of  t}.,. 
j  3Gth  cor>gress.  the  insolent  bearing  (»f  >.  uiu- 
!  ern  senators  and  members  —  the  develoj  iruMi- 
j  of  treason  in  the  cabinet  —  the  threaten::,^' 
j  tone  of  the  southern  press,  and  the  di<i.,<.  ..i 
resolves  of  southern  legislatures  and  cvi_- 
ventions,  indicated  but  too  clearly  the  \  r^r- 
bable  necessity  of  effective  military  prei  ara- 
tions  to  protect  the  country  and  the  L'nit.-d 
States  government  from  the  deep  and  fasi 
I  maturing  plans  of  traitors. 
!     Vermont  had  no  effective  military  organ- 
I  ization.    Her  uniformed  militia  consisted  of 
I  a  few  unfilled  companies,  in  some  of  th-? 
principal  villages,  Mhile  the  enrolled  mili- 
tia was  a  myth.    The  duty  devolved  upon 
I  the  town  listers  to  make  returns  of  citizens 
liable  to  be  called  to  do  military  service,  but 
that  duty  had  been  extensively  neglected, 
and,  at  best,  the  provision  of  the  statute  was 
practically  inefficient.     In  view  of  the  pos- 
;  sibility,  not  to  say  probability,  that  a  reijui- 

■  sition  for  troops  would  be  made  upon  Ver- 
,  moni  by  the  general  government.  Gov.  Fair- 
I  banks  issued  an  order,  dated  the  -oih  of 

;  .January,  18G1,  requiring  the  officers  charged 
'  with  the  duty,  to  make  returns  of  the  en- 
i  rolled  militia  forthwith ;  and  at  the  same 
I  time  a  general  order,  Nov.  10,  was  issued,  re- 
i  quiring  the  commanding  officers  of  the  uci- 

formed  militia  companies  to  adopt  measures 
;  for  tilling  all  vacancies,  and  to  have  their 

men  properly  drilled  and  uniformed.  A  few 
;  of  the  companies  responded  to  this  crier, 
:  but  very  little  was  accomplished  until  after 

■  the  requisition  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

i     On  the  loth  of  April,  a  requisition  was 

;  received  by  telegraph  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  upon  the  governor  of  Vermont,  for  one 
regiment  of  infantry,  being  the  quota  for 

'  Vermont  of  the  75,000  troops  called  for  by 
the  president's  proclamation  of  the  same 

:  date. 

Governor  Fairbanks  immediately  issued 
his  proclamation  for  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature,  and  gave  the  necessary  orders 
for  detailing  ten  companies  from  the  uni- 
formed militia,  and  for  furnishing  the  regi- 

:  ment  with  its  outfit.  The  legislature  assem- 
bled at  the  capital  April  L'od,  when  Gov. 
Falrbatjks  delivered  the  following  address 

;  before  the  joint  assembly  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives: 

We  are  convened  to  day  in  view  of  events 
ot  an  extraordinary  and  very  alarming  cha- 
racter. The  element  of  disunion  which,  in 
a  portion  of  the  United  States,  for  many 
years,  vented  itself  in  threats  and  menaces, 
lias  culmiiiate.l  in  open  rebellion:  and  an 
unnatural  and  causeless  civil  war  has  been 
precipitated  against  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

Unprincipled  and  ambitious  men  have  or- 
I  ganized  a  despotism  and  an  armed  force,  for 
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the  purpose  of  overt hrowinji:  that' jrovern- 
T«ent  which  the  Ai.Morir;in  peoplo  li.ivo  fanueJ 
lor  themselves,  and  ot  desi royinir  thai  con- 
Htitutioiial  frame-work,  umK*r  which  we  have 
enjoyed  peace  Jind  prosperity,  and  from  a 
.small  and  feeble  peoi)le.  prco^vn  and  expand- 
ed to  a  rank  among  the  lirst  nations  of  tlio 
earth. 

The  enormity  of  this  rebellion  is  heightened 
hj  the  consideration  that  no  valid  cause  ex- 
ists for  it.  The  history  of  tiie  civilized  world 
Uoes  not  furnish  an  instance  where  a  revolu- 
tion was  attempted  for  such  slight  causes. 
No  act  of  oppression,  no  attempted  or  threat- 
ened inrasiou  of  the  rights  of  the  revolting 
states,  has  existed,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
general  goveruiuent,  or  of  the  loyal  states; 
but  the  principle  has  been  recognized  and 
observed,  that  the  right  of  each  and  every 
state  to  regulate  its  domestic  institutions, 
should  remain  inviolate. 

The  inception  and  progress  of  this  rebellion 
have  been  remarlcable;  and  characterized,  at 
every  stage,  by  a  total  absence  of  any  high 
honorable  principle  or  motive  in  its  leaders. 

Its  master  spirits  are  composed,  essentially, 
of  men  who  have  been  in  high  official  position 
in  the  general  government :  and  it  has  tran- 
spired that  members  of  the  late  cabinet  at 
.Washington,  while  in  the  exercise  of  their 
official  functions,  were  engaged  in  treason- 
able plots  for  seizing  the  public  property  and 
subverting  the  United  States  government. 

Conventions  of  delegates  in  the  revolting 
states,  chosen,  in  some  instances,  by  a  mi- 
nority of  the  legal  voters  in  those  states, 
have,  with  indecent  haste,  adopted  ordinances 
of  secession,  which  ordinances  have  in  no 
instance  been  submitted  to  the  people  for 
their  ratification. 

These  proceedings  have  been  followed  by  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  re- 
volting states,  which  convention  has  organiz- 
ed a  confederate  government,  adopted  a  con- 
stitution, elected  its  executive  officers  and 
subordinate  functionaries,  constituted  itself 
into  a  legislative  body,  and  enacted  a  code 
of  laws  —  all  which  proceedings  have  been 
independent  of  any  action  of  the  people  of 
those  states. 

The  authorities  of  the  revolting  states, 
and  subsequently  that  of  their  confederacy, 
have  proceeded  to  acts  of  robbery  and  theft 
upon  the  property  of  the  United  States,  with- 
in their  limits.  Forts,  arsenals,  arms,  mili- 
tary stores,  and  other  public  property,  have 
been  seized  an<l  appropriated  for  use  against 
the  power  of  the  general  government;  and 
custom  houses  and  mints  in  southern  cities, 
with  large  amounts  of  treasure,  have  been 
feloniously  robbed. 

These  acts  have  been  followed  by  military 
demonstrations  and  strategetical  o])eratioiis 
ag:iinst  the  United  States  forts  at  I'onsacola 
and  Charleston,  the  latter  of  which,  under 
its  gallant  ct)mmander.  Maj.  Andoison,  after 
a  bombardment  of  thirty-four  hours,  fnnii 
beleaguering  liatK-ric.-^  >.t' the  iiisurueiif s, 
evacuated  on  the  l-'.tlx  in>tarif,  and  tlie  flag 
of  the  Union  withdr  awn.  |{ut  the  crowninix 
50 


act  of  perfidy,  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  conspirators., 
is  the  proclamaf  ion  of  Jetferson  Davis,  styling 
himself  the  president  of  the  southern  confe- 
deracy, "inviting  all  those  who  may  desire, 
by  service  in  f>rivate  armed  vessels  on  the 
high  seas,  to  aid  liis  government,  to  make 
ajyplication  for  commissions,  or  letters  of 
marque  or  reprisal:"  thus  instituting  a 
grand  scheme  of  piracy  on  the  high  seas, 
against  the  lives  and  private  property  of 
peaceful  citizens. 

These  acts  of  outrage  and  daring  rebellion 
have  been  equalled  only  by  the  forbearance 
of  the  general  government.  Unwilling  to 
precipitate  a  coiitiict  which  mn>;t  involve  the 
country  in  all  the  calamities  of  civil  war,  the 
present  government  of  the  United  States  has 
exhausted  every  ettort  for  peace,  and  every 
measure  for  bringing  back  to  their  allegiance 
these  disaffected  and  juisguided  states. 

The  duty  of  protecting  the  forts  and  go- 
vernment property,  not  possessed  by  the  in- 
surgents, was  imperative  upon  the  adminis- 
tration; but  further  than  this,  no  measureg 
for  coercing  the  revolting  states  into  obedi- 
ence to  the  constitution  and  the  laws  were 
adopted;  and  in  the  matter  of  the  belea- 
guered forts,  the  government  acted  only  on 
the  defensive,  until  the  oontlict  was  com- 
menced by  the  insurgents. 

Such  forbearance  on  tho  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, while  it  has  served  to  place  the 
conspirators  in  a  moral  wrong,  is  no  longer 
justifiable  ;  and  the  country  hails,  with  entire 
unanimity  and  with  anient  enthusiasm,  the 
decision  of  the  president  to  call  into  requisi- 
tion the  whole  power  of  the  nation  for  sup- 
pressing the  rebellion  and  repelling  threat- 
ened aggressions. 

From  every  part  of  the  country,  in  all  the 
loyal  states,  there  is  one  united  voice  for 
sustaining  the  Union,  the  con^^titution,  and 
the  integrity  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. All  partizan  differences  are  ignored 
and  lost  in  the  higher  principle  of  patriot- 
ism. 

In  this  patriotic  enthusiasm,  Vermont  emi- 
nently participates.  ller  citizens,  alwavs 
loyal  to  the  Union,  will,  in  this  hour  of  peril, 
nobly  rally  for  the  protectii)n  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  constitution. 

On  the  fifteenth  instant,  the  proeidcnt  of 
the  United  States  issued  his  }>rociamHtion, 
"  calling  forth  tho  militia  of  the  several  states 
of  the  Union,  to  the  aggregate  number  of 
seventy-five  thousand,  in  order  to  suppress 
treasonable  combinations,  and  cause  the  laws 
to  bo  duly  executed."' 

The  quota  re((uired  of  V*'rinont,  f.)r  imme- 
diate service,  is  one  regiment  of  "ieven  hun- 
dre<l  and  eighty  oIHcim-s  and  j.riviif^'^. 

On  receiving  the  requisition  trom  the  se- 
cretary of  wai',  for  this  regiment,  I  ordered 
the  adjutant  and  iiisp.H-tor  g'Mieral  to  adopt 
the  proper  measures  lor  calling  into  service 
such  of  the  volunteer  ctwupanies  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  make  up  tiie  coto pleiiient  ;  and  the 
quartermaster  grioM-.tl  u  a.-,  liire.-U'd  pro- 
oire,  wiih  thi'  b-a^i  pos>ible  delay,  flie  requi- 
site outfit  of  knaixacks,  overcoats,  blankets. 
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ami  other  equipmenta  ;  which  duty  he  has  patriotic  sacrilices  for  the  proaorvation  of  l ho 
perforuuHl.  L'nioii  an«l  the  ooiiatitiition. 

Having  adopted  the  foregoing  preliminary  |  I  feel  as.sureil,  gontlenien,  that  you  will 
measures,  for  respondinj;  to  the  eall  of  the  be^t  retiect  the  Menliiiicnts  and  wishcx  ot" 
prej^idetit,  I  availed  niysolf  of  the  constifu- |  your  constituents,  by  emulating;  in  your  Ic- 
tional  provision  for  convening  the  general  I  glslal  ive  action,  the  patriotism  and  liberality 
assembly  in  an  extra  session:  not  doubting!  of  the  noble  states  which  have  already  rc- 
that  you,  gentlemen,  representing  the  uni- 1  sponded  to  the  call  of  the  government, 
versally  ex[)ressed  patriotism  of  the  citizens  It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  the  riuid 
of  this  state,  will  make  all  necessary  appro-  |  ambition  of  the  secession  leaders  may 
priations  and  provisions  for  defiaying  t  he  j  rest  rained,  and  the  impending  sanguinary 
expenses  already  incurred  and  carrying  iiit(t  i  conflict  averted.  But  a  hesitating,  half-way 
execution  further  measures  for  placing  our  |  pt)licy  on  the  part  of  the  administration  of 
military  quota  at  the  service  of  the  general  |  the  loyal  states,  will  not  avail  to  produce 
government.  I  such  a  result. 

Conceiving  it  imminently  probable  that,  i  The  United  States  government  must  be 
at  an  early  day,  further  calls  will  be  ma<ie  ■■  sustained  and  the  rebellion  suppressed,  at 
upon  this  state  for  troops,  I  respectfully  call  ;  whatever  cost  of  men  and  treasure;  and  it 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  ad(tpting  j  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  vigorous 
immediate  measures  for  a  more  efficient  or-  i  preparations  that  are  being  made  and  the 
ganization  of  the  military  arm  of  the  state.    |  immense  military  force  called  into  service 


During  the  long  interval  of  peace  which 
we  have  enjoyed,  while  our  citizens  have 
been  uninterrupted  in  their  lawful  industrial 
pursuits,  the  importance  of  a  military  organ- 
ization and  discipline  has  been  lost  sight  of. 


by  the  president,  are  not  the  most  probable 
and  certain  measures  for  a  speedy  and  suo- 
cessful  solution  of  the  question. 

May  that  Divine  Being,  who  rules  among 
the  nations,  and  directs  the  affairs  of  men. 


Our  laws  in  relation  to  the  militia  have  b«en  j  interpose  by  His  merciful  Providence, 
subjected,  during  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, to  numerous  isolated  amen<lments  and 
alterations,  until  as  a  code,  they  are  disjoint- 
ed, complicated,  and  altogether  too  cumbrous 
for  the  basis  of  a  regular  and  effective  organ- 
ization. I  therefore  recommend  that  the  le- 
gislature should  promptly  remedy  these  de- 
fects, and  adopt  such  enactments  as  shall 
provide,  effectively,  for  organizing,  arming, 
and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  state,  and 
for  reasonably  compensating  the  otticers  and 
privates,  when  required  to  meet  for  exercise 
and  drill. 

I  desire,  also,  to  urge  upon  you  the  duty  of 
making  contingent  appropriations  of  money, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 

executive,  for  the  outfit  of  any  additional  !  naming  any  other  officer,  placed  the  respons- 


and 

restore  to  us  again  the  blessing  of  peace, 
under  the  ajgis  of  our  national  constitution. 

Erastus  Fairbanks, 

On  the  2.3th,  the  legislature  passed  an  act 
appropriating  $1,000,000  for  arming,  &c., 
the  militia  of  Vermont;  and,  on  the  2Gth, 
certain  acts  were  passed  for  organizing  and 
paying  the  aforesaid  regiment  of  the  uni- 
formed militia. 

The  legislature  also  passed  "  an  act  to 
provide  for  raising  six  special  regiments  for 
immediate  service  for  defending  and  protect- 
ing thjB  constitution  and  Union." 

This  la.st  mentioned  act  was  independent 
of  any  previous  militia  law ;  and,  without 


military  forces  which  may  be  called  for  ))y 
the  general  government. 

The  occasion  is  an  extraordinary  one.  In- 
telligence reaches  us,  that  the  Virginia  con- 
vention of  delegates,  elected  under  tiu;  ex- 
press provision  that  any  ordinance  atloj>ted 
by  them,  should  be  submitted  to  the  people 
for  their  approval  or  rejection,  has.  in  icerct 
session,  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession, 
and  that  the  governor  of  the  state  has  assum- 
ed to  order  the  seizure  of  the  United  States 
forts,  arsenal  and  vessels  within  the  limits 
of  that  state. 

The  Federal  capitol  is  menaced  by  an  im- 


ibility*  of  raising,  organizing,  uniforming, 
arming,  e<|uipping  and  subsisting  the  regi- 
ments solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor, 
with  authority  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the 
state  treasurer  for  all  expenditures. 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  the  27th,  and 
on  the  same  day  a  general  order  was  issued 
by  the  commander-in-chief,  designating  the 
companies  detailed  for  the  first  regiment,  and 
requiring  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  to 
be  thereafter  designated,  on  twenty-four 
hours'  notice. 

On  the  -d  day  of  May  the  regiment  was 


posing  and  well  armed  military  force,  aiui  l  nnistered  at  Rutland,  under  the  command  of 
the  government  itself,  and  the  national  ur- |  Col.  J.  W.  IMielps  and  Lt.  Col.  P.  T.  Wash- 
chives,  are  in  imminent  peril.  ;  >>iirn:  and  on  the  9th  it  left  its  encanipment. 
Such  is  the  emergency,  in  view  of  which  I  I  fully  armed,  uniformed  and  ecjuipped,  <'n 
invoke  your  immediate  actii>n.  The  Icgi-^lat-  |  n,>t/,'  f.)r  Old  Point  Comfort  —  being  only  II  I 
ures  of  other  states  have  made  liberal  np-  \  days  after  the  re<|uisition  by  telegraph  Iroiu 
propriations  and  extensive  military  arratige-  i  the  secretary  of  war. 

ments  for  aiding  the  govcrnmcnr.  and  their  |  Tliis  regiment  did  important  service  at 
citizens  are  hastening  to  the  rescue  of  our  j  Newport  News,  and  was  honorably  discharg- 
country's  firii;.  We  -hull  <li>icredit  onr  pa«t  '  ed  .it  Hratileboro  iiftor  the  expiration  of  its 
history  should  we,  in  this  crisis,  suffer  \  cr-  j  term  of  three  months. 

mont  to  be  behind  her  sister  states,  in  her  i     On  the  7th  of  May,  commissions  were  is- 
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sued  for  recruitin<T  the  LM  and  rt'c^inieiits  I  JC.tC,  ISOl,  the  f^ovcinor  was  "authorized 
of  volunteers,  for  three  years"  service,  or  j  .iiid  required  to  raise,  or;^nni/,e  antl  muster 
during  the  war.  The  inipre-isiori  was  common  ]  into  service  cf  the  state,  w  iihout.  delay,  two 
in  the  state,  that  these  regiments  ccndd  only  I  reirimeuts  of  soidicM  s  ;  aii<l  at  such  time  as  in 
be  filled  by  drafting;  but  the  result  si  lowed  i  his  disci'(*t loii  it  may  appear  nece.Hsary,  four 


that  the  sons  of  \'ermont  neetled  no  cum[)ul- 
sory  process  to  rally  them  for  the  defense  of 
their  eounti*y\s  dag.  The  regiments  were 
filled  with  great  despatch,  and  were  muster- 
ed at  Durlington  and  St.  Johusbury  early  in 
June. 

The  2d  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Henry  Whiting  and  Lieut.  (Vd.  (r.  F. 
Stannard,  left  their  encani[)ment  for  Wash- 
ington city,  June  ■-I4th,  antl  soon  afterwards 
participated  in  the  battle  of  LJull  Run,  in  the 
brigade  under  the  command  of  Col.  (now 
Brig.  Gen.)  C.  C.  Howard.  They  were  in 
the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and  suffered  the  loss 
of  66  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 
(See  Stannard's  report.) 

In  response,  afterwards,  to  an  address  from 
the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment. Gen.  Howard  remarked :  "  I  remember 


other  regiments,"  Aic.  L'lider  this  provision, 
two  regiments  —  being  the  ^(l  and  ;^d  Ver- 
mont volunteers  —  have  been  raised,  uni- 
formed, arnictl,  e(piip]»e<l,  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

The  1st  Vermont  regiment,  having  l)een 
detailed  from  the  conifianies  composing  the 
uniformed  nulitia  of  the  slate,  were  iruister- 
ed  into  the  service  of  the  L'jiiird  States,  for 
three  months"  service,  on  the  lid  day  of  May 
last.  This  regiment,  un<ler  the  command  of 
Col.  J.  W.  Phelpts,  rendered  important  service 
at  Newport  News,  Va.,  and  during  their  term 
of  enlistment  have  nobly  sustained  the  honor 
of  the  state  and  the  country.  Their  term  of 
service  will  expire  early  in  August. 

The  2d  regiment  having  been  ordered  to 
Washington,  participated  in  the  disastrous 
you  on  the  march  before  the  21st  of  July,  at !  battle  of  the  21st.  The  .id  regiment  has  been 
gangster's,  at  Centreville,  and  on  the  memo-  !  ordered  to  Washington,  where  it  still  re- 
rable  day  at  Bull  Run,  I  often  speak  of  your  [  mains. 

behavior  on  that  occasion  ;  cool  and  steady  '  The  events  of  the  21  st  instant,  and  the  re- 
as  regular  troops,  you  stood  on  the  brow  of  \  treat  of  the  United  States  army  from  the  field 
that  hill  and  fired  your  oC  rounds,  and  retired  {  near  Manassas  Junction,  tlemonstrate  the  ne- 
only  at  the  command  of  your  colonel." 

This  regiment  was  afterwards  ordered  to 
Fort  Grilhn,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  Ver- 
mont brigade. 

The  3d  regiment  remained  in  camp  at 
St.  Johnsbury  until  the  24th  of  July.  Dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  thus  encamped,  there 
were  between  two  and  three  liundred  cases 
of  measles,  and  some  fifty  men  were  unfit 
for  service  when  the  troops  were  ordered  |  therefore  be  issued  immediately,  to  the  ad- 
forward.  The  regiment,  under  the  command  |  jutant  and  inspector  generals,  for  enlisting 
of  Col.  W^m.  F.  Smith  and  Lieut.  Col.  B.  N.  !  the  4th  and  -Jth  regiments  of  volunteers  for 
Hyde,  arrived  in  Washington  city,  .July  27th,  |  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  to  be  tend- 
and  was  immediately  ordered  forward  to  j  ered  to  the  s:;eneral  g<»vernment,  so  soon  as 
Chain  Bridge.  Here  the  men  performed  im-  j  it  may  be  practicable  to  arm,  equip  and  dis* 
portant  work  in  throwing  up  intrenchments  j  cipline  the  troops  for  service. 


cessity  of  a  greatly  increased  national  force; 
and.  although  no  formal  re(iuisition  has  been 
made  upon  me  by  the  secretary  of  war,  nor 
any  apportionment  of  troojis  as  the  quota  for 
this  state  communicate<l,  yet  the  events  re- 
ferred to,  indicate  clearly  the  necessity  of 
exercising  the  discretionary  power  conferred 
on  me  by  the  aforesaid  act,  for  raising  and 
organizinir  additional  regiments.  Orders  will 


and  making  rifle  pits,  on  the  Maryland  side 
of  the  Potomac,  and  were  afterwards  sent 
across  the  river  into  Virginia,  without  tents, 
being  in  near  proximity  to  the  enemy,  and 
for  ten  consecutive  days  and  nights  hirou- 
acked,  while  constructing  the  ahnttis  and 
earth  works  at  Fort  ^Inrcy.  They  were 
afterwafds  exposed  to  severe  service,  as 
skirmishers  and  pickets,  and  are  now  with 
the  Vermont  brigade  at  Camp  Griffin. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  to 
raise  six  special  regiments,  it  was  not  ex- 
pected that  more  than  two  regiments  would 
be  called  for.  The  act  "authorized  and  re- 
quired the  governor  to  raise  dco  regiments 
without  delay,  and,  at  such  time  as  in  his  j 
discretion  it  may  be  necessary,  four  other 
regiments."  On  the  'MMh  of  .July,  the  go- 
vernor issued  the  following  proclamation: 

State  of  Vkhmont,  \ 
Executive  Department.  I 
St.  Johnsbury,  July  ;;<>,  ISOl.  J 
By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  April 


Erastis  Fairbanks. 
By  his  excellency  the  governor, 

Geo.  a.  Mkrkill,  Private  Sec'y. 

Commissions  were  issued  August  tlth.  for 
enlisting  the  4ih  and  otii  regiments,  and  a 
call  having  meantime  been  made  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  the  governor,  on  the  20th, 
issued  the  following  proclamation: 

Executive  DrivvnTMENT,  ") 
St.  Johnsbury,  Aug.  2i),  1861.  / 
To  the  citizens  of  Vermont  : 

An  emergency  has  arisen  which  ilemands 
the  active  an«i  prompt  c«ii'>i>erat i.ui  of  every 
lover  of  his  country,  in  <'tViiifs  to  raise  and 
organize  troops  fortlieaid  ami  protection  of 
the  general  government. 

In  view  of  imminent  danger,  an  earnest 
call  has  been  made  upon  tlie  executive,  bv 
direction  of  (he  president  of  the  IJnifed 
Stat(>s.  for  the  two  ri'irinimt  whi<-li.  iimler 
my  general  order  ot'  the  ."idi  inst.,  are  l)eing 
enlisted — requesting  that  the  troops  may  be 
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forwarded  to  Wjishiuglou  with  the  utmost 
dosp.'itoh. 

Deeply  impro-^sod  with  the  importance  of 
the  ciisis,  I  o.unosdy  cull  iipoii  rlic  citi/ons, 
and  cspocially  upon  the  younj;  men  of  the 
state,  to  enroll  tlieir  names  at  tlie  several 
recruiting  stations,  tor  the  service  of  their 
connfry.  Vermont  has  never  been  delin- 
quent when  called  to  defend  the  honor  of 
the  national  tlaj;,  anvl  at  (his  critical  junc- 
ture, when  our  invaluiiMe  institutions,  our 


the  organi/.at ion  arul  e«]|uipnient  of  troops  l<»r 
the  pervu-e  ol'  the  United  States. 

lmme(li;it<!ly  alter  the  pa.'Jsage  of  the  nn 
of  .\pril  il^tltli,  providing  for*'tlie  appdim- 
mont  of  rej^imcntal  and  Held  oHicors,"  ilio 
1st  repiiiuMit  was  detailed  from  the  vinitoi  iiunI 
militia  tor  three  mouths'  service,  under  tiie 
retiuisition  of  the  president  of  the  Unite.! 
States,  and  ou  the  2d  day  of  May,  mustered 
at  Rutland. 

This   re.i^iment,   under   its  accomplished 


dearest  privilerres.  and  our  national  exist-  i  commander.    Col.    Phelps,    did  iniportani 

service  at  Newport  News,  and  was  honora- 
bly n>ustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  Urattleboro',  on  the  13th  of 
Auffust. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  orders  were  issued  for 
recruiting  the  2d  and  3d  regiments  of  volun- 
teers, under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  2(;th  of  April,  entitled  "an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  raising  6  special  regiments."  These 
were  filled  with  great  dispatch,  and  mus- 


ence  even,  are  imperiled,  let  it  not  be  saiil  i 
that  the  Green  ^louutain  state  was  among 
the  last  to  tly  to  the  rescue. 

Erastus  F.\iRn  vnks,  Governor 

and  Corauumder-in-Chief. 

This  call  was  nobly  responded  to,  so  that 
before  the  middle  of  September,  two  full 
regiments  of  volunteers  were  enlisted  and 
mustered—the  4th  at  Brattleboro,  under  Col, 


E.  H.  Stoughton  and  Lt.  Col.  H.  N.  Wort  hen,  i  tered  at  Burlington  and  St.  Johnsbury,  early 


and  the  5th  at  St.  Albans,  under  Col.  H.  A. 
Smalley  and  Lt.  Col.  S.  A,  Grant.  These 
regiments  arrived  at  Washington.  Sept.  24th- 
26th,  and  were  assigned  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  the  Vermont  brigade. 

A  requisition  having  been  made  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war  lor  the  tith  \  ermtuit  regi- 
ment, commissions  were  issuetl  on  the  17th  j 


in  June. 

The  2d  regiment,  under  Col.  Whiting,  left 
Burlington  for  Washington  city,  June  24th. 

The  od  regiment  was  ordered  forward  by 
the  secretary  of  war,  July  18th,  and  left  St. 
Johnsbury,  under  the  command  of  Col.  (now 
Brig.  Gen.  )  Smith,  July  24th. 

On  the  t)th  of  August,  commissions  were 
of  September  for  recruiting;  and.  in  the  re-  |  issued  for  raising  the  4th  and  5th  regiments 
markably  short  space  of  thirty  days,  a  full  i  of  volunteers,  which  were  filled  nearly  or 


regiment  was  raised,  uniforuu-il.  armed,  and 
equipped,  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  go- 
vernor. 

This  6th  regiment,  under  the  comman<l  of 


quite  to  the  maximum  number  of  104G  men 
each,  and  mustered  at  Brattleboro'  and  St. 
Albans,  September  12th-14th. 

The  4th,  under  Col.  Stoughton,  left  Brat- 


Col.  N.  Lord,  Jr.,  and  Lt.  Col.  A.  P.  lib. nut,  |  tleboro'  for  Washington  city,  September  21  st, 
left  their  encampment  at  Moutpelier,  October  I  ^^nd  the  5th,  under  Col.  Smalley,  left  St.  Al- 


19th,  and  form  a  i>art  of  the  Vermont  brigade 
in  the  army  of  the  i'otomac. 

All  these  regiments  were  armed  with  ritle 
muskets  of  unil(»rm  calibre  —  tlu»  tlth  with 
the  Springfield  rilie><,  and  the  2d.  3(1,  4th, 
and  5th,  with  the  Kntield  ritle  muskets. 

Two  companies  of  sharp  shoot ei  s  for  Bcr- 
dan's  regiment  were  enlisted  in  Aucrust  and 
September,  and  left  their  place  of  reiidezvuus 
at  W^est  Randolph  for  \Va'«Iiingtnn  eity  —  the 
first  under  Capt.  E.  '\Ve>t(iii,  Jr..  and  the 
second  under  Capt.  H.  11.  Stoughttni. 

Valedictory   Address   of  Frii^-hiit  Fairbankif, 


Governor  of  the  Statt'  (f  V^rmnnt.  to  the 
General  Assembly,  at  thnr  Annual  Session, 
October,  1801. 

The  Honorable,  the  General  .Vssembly  of  the  ; 
State  of  Vermont :  i 


bans,  September  23d. 

These  several  regiments  have  been  uni- 
formed, equipped,  furnished  with  army  wag- 
ons and  horses,  and  armed  with  rifled  mus- 
kets, at  the  expense  of  the  state. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  recruiting 
officers  were  appointed  for  raising  the  *lth 
;  regiment  of  volunteers,  which  was  tilled  with 
I  great  promptitude,  and  mustered  at  ]\lont- 
:  pelier,  the  first  week  in  October,  under  tlie 
;  coMHuand  of  Col.  Lord — being  fully  equipped 
i  an<l  uniformed,  ready  to  be  ordered  forward 
j  to  the  seat  of  war. 

j  These  five  regiments  are  composed,  prin- 
;  cipally,  of  the  mechanics  and  yeomanry  of 
{  the  state,  and  under  their  educated  and  ex- 
j  perienced  commanders,  will,  it  is  believed, 
form  a  Vermont  brigade. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  I  issued  a  commis- 


'  ^'on  to  Capt,  E.  Weston,  Jr.,  to  raise  a  com- 
The  extraordinary  events  ot  the  present  j  puny  of  practical  sharp  shooters,  to  be  or- 


year — the  critical  coridi;ion  tif  the  eountrv. 
and  the  very  resj)onsibli'  and  dilhctilf  liufies 
assigned  to  the  executive,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  acts  ot  the  lute  e\ri;j  se>>-iiuii  ..f 
the  legislature,  funii>h  a  >uthcient  reasnti 
why  I  should  depart  liom  tiieii>\i;il  (u-;foiii 
in  retiring  from  the  executive  otliee.  aiid  com- 
mu)iicatc  brieliy.  in  un  ,iddn  -«s  to  the  L^etirrul 
assenjbly,  the  tr.iu-  iri  i.uis  (ji  the  pa.-.i  leu 


^anized  upou  the  plan  of  Col.  H.  Berdan,  a^ 
approved  and  a»ithorized  by  the  president 
and  srcreiary  of  war.  This  company  was 
ii-eruiied  to  the  maximum  number,  and  left 
West  Randolph  for  Col.  Berdan"s  regiment 
in  the  army  of  the  rotomac,  on  the  4th  of 
Septtnnber, 

On  the  'J-')tli  of  Soptem])er,  I  issued  a  com- 
mis.■^ion  to  Capt.  11.  R.  Stoughton,  to  ruiso 


months,  and  e-peeialiy  (hose  pertaining  to  i  a  se.;ond  company  of  sharp  shooters 


I 

I 


MILITAKY  CHAPTER. 


441 


These  companies  have  been  or  lire  to  be 
armed,  unit'orme<l  nnd  et[uipped  by  the  ge- 
neral government. 

A  regiment  of  cavalry  ha.s  been  raised  by 
voluntary  enlistment,  uiuler  a  comniissioa  of 
the  secretary  of  war  to  Col.  L.  B.  Piatt. 

I  have  authorized  (.'apt.  L.  K.  Sayles  of 
Leicester,  to  raij-e  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  to 
form  a  part  of  a  reo:imcnL  apporrioncd  to  the 
several  New  England  states,  to  be  ortrauized, 
uniformed,  ami  equipped,  by  Gov.  J^pr.-i^ue 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  denominated  the  Sew 
England  regiment  of  cavalry.  This  order 
is  subject  to  the  directiou  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

These  several  corps  are  composed  of  intel- 
ligent, independent  citizens  —  volunteers  — 
enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war; 
and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  have  vo- 
lunteered and  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
country,  is  a  remarkable  and  gratifying  ex- 
pression of  the  devoted  patriotism  of  our 
citizens,  and  an  unmistakable  pled;je  of  the 
loyalty  of  Vermont  to  the  governmeiiL  of  the 
United  States  and  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings. 


to  serve  for  the  first  two  years  under  and  bj 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
legislature  of  this  Htate,  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  rnising  six  special  regiments,  for 
immediate  service,  for  protecting  and  defend- 
ing the  constitution  and  tlie  Union,  approved 
April  20,  1H()1,  and  are  to  receive  the  com- 
pensation therein  provided,  and  for  the  third 
year,  under  the  laws,  ruli;s  ami  regulations 
relating  to  the  army  of  the  United  ^^taies^ 
and  such  further  compensation,  if  any,  a3 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Vermont' may 
hereafter  provide."  It  will  be  seen,  there- 
fore, that  should  the  term  of  service  be  ex- 
tended to  the  third  year,  the  soldiers  thus 
serving  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  .^7  per 
month  extra  pay,  without  further  legislative 
provisions. 

Every  consideration  of  equity  and  justice 
demands  that  provisions  should'  be  made  for 
placing  the  several  corps  of  citizen  soldiers 
upon  the  same  footing  in  this  reL'ard. 

Owing  to  circumstances  beyond  my  con- 
trol, it  has,  until  the  present  time,  been  im- 
possible to  obtain  all  the  vouchers  necessary 
for  preparing  properly  the  abstracts  to  be 


as  well  as  to  the  otScers  and  men  in  service,  !  presented  to  the  treasury  department,  for 
should  I  fail  to  mention  the  uniform  testi-  j  the  reimbursement  of  expenses  incurred  by 
mony  which  has  been  communicated  to  me,  j  the  state. 

of  the  excellent  conduct  of  our  troops.  Those  I  An  estimate,  certified  by  me  to  be  within 
of  them  who  have  been  in  active  service,  have  j  the  amount  actually  expended  for  the  first, 
been  under  excellent  discipline,  and  have,  i  second  and  third  regiments,  was  forwarded, 
when  in  posts  of  danger  and  fatigue,  dis- 1  to  Washington  by  J.  W.  Stewart,  Esq.,  in- 
played  a  coolness,  courage  and  endurance,  I  specror  of  finance,  early  in  September,  upon 
not  excelled  by  soldiers  in  the  regular  army;  j  which  estimate  4U  per  cent,  or  Sl23,0<Xt  has 
while  their  moral  bearing  and  exemplary  de-  |  been  refunded  and  placed  in  the  state  trea- 
portment  has  won  for  them  the  confidence  i  sury. 


and  approbation  of  their  superior  officer; 

I  doubt  not  that  the  regiments  which  have 
recently  joined  them,  as  well  as  the  one 
soon  to  follow,  will  do  themselves  equal  cre- 
dit, and  prove  an  honor  to  the  state  and  the 
country. 


The  amount  of  warrants  drawn  by  me  upon 
the  Treasurer,  up  to  and  inoluding  the  4th  of 
October,  is  S-jl2,utj2.59 ;  which  amount  has 
been  disbursed  upon  proper  vouchers  for  the 
six  regiments  asoresaid,  under  appropriate 
heads,  to  be  submitted  hereafter.    Of  this 


It  will  be  recollected  that  the  acts  of  the  I  amount,  $l2;),(>;i()  has  been  reimbursed  bv 


extra  session,  authorizing  the  raising  of  these 
special  regiments,  is  independent  of  any  pre- 
Tious  military  organization  or  statute.  The 
responsibility  of  raising,  organizing,  uniform- 
ing, arming  and  equipping  them,  is  made  the 


the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  above  stated. 

A  few  bills  for  expenses  of  the  4th  and 
5th  regiments  are  yet  unsettled,  as  also  the 
recruiting  service,  transportation,  subsist- 
ence and  incidental  expenses  of  the  7ih. 


sole  duty  of  the  governor.  In  the  absence  of  j  There  is  also  a  class  of  claims,  which  I  have 
any  existing  military  organization  or  author-  j  not  felt  authorized  to  allow,  which  will  pro- 
ized  code,  this  duty  has  been  embarrassing  I  bably  be  presented. 


and  laborious;  and  not  unfre(]uently  respon 
sibilities  were  assumed  for  which  no  specific 
authority  existed.  But  in  all  cases,  care  has 
been  taken  to  conform  to  the  obvious  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

By  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  terra  of 
service  is  limited  to  two  years  ;  and  each 
non-commissioned  olticer,  musician  and  pri- 
vate, is  entitled  to  roctdve  from  the  state  of 
Vermont,  $7  per  month,  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  paid  by  tiie  United  States. 

The  requisition  of  the  ])re-'ident  of  the 
United  States  for  troops  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  m  ule  it  exp»>dieat  and  neces- 
sary to  adopt  a  tVuui  ol"  contract  in  accord- 
ance thereto,  whib;  at  the  name  time  it  was 
made  to  conform  to  tlie  provisinns  (;f  the  act 
aforesaid,  as  follows:  "  Wc  enlist  and  agree 
51 


By  the  act  of  congress  of  July  27th,  it  is 
provided  as  follows:  "That  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  pay  to  the  governor  of 
any  state,  or  his  duly  authorized  agents,  the 
costs,  charges,  and  expen-e-^  }>roperly  incur- 
red by  such  state,  for  eninUiuLr.  subsisting, 
clothing,  supplying,  artuing.  equipping,  pay- 
ing and  transporting  its  troops  erjifiloyed  in 
aiding  to  suppress  the  prt'sent  inxurreotion 
against  the  United  States,  to  bo  -eft led  upon 
proper  vouchers,  to  l>e  filed  and  p  is-ed  upon 
by  the  proper  accounting  otlicers  of  the  trea- 
sury." 

I  respectfully  request  the  ajipointment  bv 
the  legislature,  of  a.  coiiuiu>>iori  to  t-xaniiue 
the  accounts  for  disbursements  already  made 
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by  me  for  tlio  above  purposes,  to  adjust  and 
settle  all  outstanding  bills,  to  arrange  the 
vouchers  and  pri'p.ire  the  necessary  abstracts 
of  expenses,  to  be  preseutetl  to  ilio  secretary 
of  the  treasury  lor  allowance  under  the  act 
aforesaid. 

Early  in  June,  I  received  a  letter  from  T. 
"W.  Park,  lv<4.,  of  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  cover- 
ing a  check  for  iSlUOO.  as  a  patriotic  cnntri- 
butiou  to  his  native  statf,  "towards  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  fitting  out  her  sons  t<ir 
the  service  of  the  couniry,"  wiiich  amount  I 
placed  in  the  Lauds  of  tiie  state  treasurer. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Novem- 
ber 27th,  ISGO,  eniiikvl  "an  act  U>r  the  ))et- 
ter  protection  of  the  treasury,"  I  appointed 
John  VV.  Stewart,  Esq.,  of  Middlebury,  in- 
spector of  linance,  wiiicb.  othce  he  has  ac- 
cepted. 

In  common  with  the  executives  of  the 
*  other  loyal  states,  whose  leirislaiures  were 
not  then  in  session,  I  appoiuti'd  commission- 
ers to  the  peace  convention,  so  called,  which 
assembled  in  Washington  in  February  last. 
The  question  of  providing  for  reimiuu'sing 
the  expense  of  this  commisiio:!  is  respect- 
fully submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature. 

In  accordance  with  general  order  No.  25, 
of  the  war  department,  I  appointed  a  board 
of  medical  examiners,  for  the  examination  of 
candidates  for  the  oiiice  of  surgeons  of  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  .Samuel  W.  Th:;yer.  Jr., 
M.  D.,  Burlington,  Eu^vard  E.  Phelps.  .M.  D., 
Windsor,  Selim  Newell.  ,M.  D.,  Sc.  .Johnsbury, 
who  have  attended  to  the  <iuties  of  their  ap- 
pointment, and  the  expenses  of  the  board  are 
included  in  those  of  tiie  volunteer  militia. 

I  have  appointed  the  Hon.  Joseph  Poland 
of  Montpelier,  a  special  financial  agent  to 
visit  and  remain  with  the  Vermont  reu:imeuts 
at  the  seat  of  war,  for  the  purp'.>se  of  being  a 
medium  of  communication  between  the  sol- 
diers and  their  friends  and  consignees  at 
home,  giving  informal  ion  to  the  men,  and 
receiving  and  tran;inining  suoh  portion  of 
their  pay  as  they  may  iloire  to  send  home 
for  investment  and  safe  kofping,  or  for  the 
use  of  their  families  or  friends. 

Mr.  Poland  has  been  coasiituted  by  mo  a 
trustee  of  the  soldiers  aforesaid,  lor  the 
above  service,  and  lias  executed  a  bond,  with 
ample  sureties,  for  ihe  faithful  execuii  ui  of 
the  trust. 

The  importance  of  this  appoin'ment,  )>oth 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  ttie  regiments  and 
to  the  state,  can  hardly  lie  over-t'<t  iniat ed  ; 
but,  as  it  is  not  proviiied  for  by  law,  I  coin- 
mend  it  to  the  favoral)le  consideration  of  the 
legislature. 

The  multiform  and  onerous  (Inties  relatin;:; 
to  the  raising,  orgatil/.ing  ;ind  t'urnishing  the 
several  regimeni-,  .'iie  nuditing  of  l»ills  and 
accounts,  the  tlisburs  Mtient  of  fuii'ls.  ^:c., 
imposed  upon  the  e.ce'ntive  by  tlie  :icts  i>f 
the  extra  session,  rendered  it  iri'pos-^ible  that 
I  should  attend  to  the  .-ipnointniont  and  cor- 
respon<lence  of  town  airenis  lor  the  support 
of  families  ol' ei t  i .vii  i-oi.r.oi-s  ;  and  at  iny  re- 
quest, the  lieutenant  governor  kindly  con- 


Mente<l  to  take  charge  of  that  department  of 
the  public  service. 

I5y  his  report,  which  is  herewith  submit- 
ted, it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  treasury  prior  to  October  1st,  ii^ 
Sl,77H.22. 

I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  instruction", 
prepared  by  me  for  the  observance  of  tl»e 
i  several  tow  n  agents,  but  the  experience  of 
I  the  lieutenant  governor  has  shown  the  im- 
1  portance  of  a  more  perfect  system,  and  I 
i  respectfully  commend  the  suggestions  con- 
j  tained  in  his  report  to  the  consideration  of 
j  the  general  assembly. 

j  Under  my  directions,  the  quartermaster 
i  general  has  sold  a  quantity  of  Windsor  ritles 
i  belonging  to  the  state,  at  $l;5.50  each.  These 
rifles  are  a  good  arm,  but  being  without  bayo- 
nets, and  not  adapted  to  the  use  of  our  sol- 
diers, they  have  long  remained  practically 
useless  to  the  state. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  to  confine  this 
j  communication  to  the  history  of  the  past, 
I  earnestly  hoping  that  the  governor  elect, 
1  who  is  detained  by  illness,  will,  at  an  early 
day,  be  able  to  lay  before  you  the  appropri- 
ate business  for  the  session.     I  therefore 
omit   to  call   your  attention   to  measures 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  I  might 
deem  important. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives : 
In  retiring  from  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
political  year  now  closing,  I  desire  to  express, 
through  you,  to  the  citizens  of  Vermont,  my 
high  appreciation  of  their  confidence  and 
patrotic  cooperation  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  important  measures  required  by  the 
acts  of  the  s})ecial  session,  and  to  assure  you 
i  that  I  shall  carry  v.'ith  me  into  private  life  a 
I  sacred  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  state 
I  and  to  tiie  cause  of  our  common  country, 
j     You,  gentlemen,  are  called  to  deliberate 
i  upon  measures  more  important  and  vital  to 
I  the  interests  of  the  state  and  the  country, 
j  than  any  which  have  ever  before  occupied 
j  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly;  re- 
j  quiring  your  patient,  careful  and  dispassion- 
!  ate  deliberation.  May  an  all-wise  Providence 
!  guide  you;  and  may  our  Heavenly  Father 
j  interpose  to  deliver  our  beloved  country  from 
I  its  present  calamity  and  from  the  perils  which 
threaten  it,  and  restore  to  it  again  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  union  and  prosperity. 

[Careful  historians  will  be  engaged  to  fur- 
nish historical  papers  for  this  department, 
'  which  will  continue  to  give  an  accurate  sum- 
I  mary  of  our  legislative  acts  pertaining  to  the 
I  war,  and  also  an  account  of  the  part  taken 
i  by  tlie  Vermont  soldiers  in  every  engagement 
i  in  which  they  have  or  may  be  called  to  par- 
I  ficipate,  so  soon  as  the  facts  can  be  gleaned 
j  and  established  for  a  reliable  history  —  lists 
j  of  the  killed  or  wounded  will  also  be  given 
I  by  conniie-i,  or  companies,  and  anecdotes  of 
I  the  soldiers. — ii't/.] 
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OFFICERS  OF  REGIMENTS  OF  VERMONT 
VOLUNTEEllS  AS  ORGANIZED— (/Vrji 
8  Regiments). 

BRIG.  GEN'.  P,  T.  WASHBURN. 

First  Regimfnt. 
Colonol,  J.  Wolcott  Phelps. 
Lieuteriixnt  Colonel,  Peter  T.  Washburn. 
Major,  Harry  N.  Worthen. 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Levi  H.  Stone. 

Co.  A. — Captain,  Lawrence  D.  Clark;  1st 

Lieut.,  Albert  B.  Jewett ;  2d  Lieut., 

John  D.  Sheridan. 
Co.  B. — Captain,   William  W\  Pelton  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Andrew  .J,  Dike;  Ud  Lieut., 

Solomon  E.  Woodward. 
Co.  C. — Captain,  Charles  G.  Chandler;  1st 

Lieut.,  Hiram  E.  Perkins  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Freeborn  E.  Bell. 
Co.  D. — Dudley  K.  Andros ;  1st  Lieut.,  John 

B.  Pickett,  Jr.  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Roswell 

Farnham. 

Co.  E. — Captain,  Oscar  S.  Tuttle  ;  1st  Lieut., 
Asaph  Clark;  2d  Lieut.,  Salmon 
Button. 

Co.  F. — Captain,  William  H.  Boynton  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Charles  C.  "Webb;  2d  Lieut., 

Francis  B.  Gove. 
Co.  G. — Captain,  Joseph  Bush  ;  1st  Lieut., 

William  Cronan  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Ebene- 

ler  J.  Ormsbee. 
Co.  H. — Captain,  David  B.  Peck  ;  1st  Lieut., 

Oscar  G.  Mower  ;  2d  Lieut.,  George 

J.  Hager. 

Co.  I. — Captain,   Eben  S.    Hay  ward ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Charles  W\  Rose;  2d  Lieut., 

Orville  W.  Heath. 
Co.  ^.—Captain,  William  Y.  W.  Ripley  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  George  T.  Roberts ;  2d  Lieut., 

Levi  G.  Kingsley. 

Second  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Henry  Whiting. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  George  J.  Siannard. 

Major,  Charles  H.  Joyce. 
Chaplain,  Rev.  C.  B.  Smith  of  Brandon. 

Co.  A. — Captain,  James  H.  Walbridge  ;  1st 
Lieut.,  Newton  Stone ;  2d  Lieut., 
William  H.  Cady. 

Co.  B. — Captain,  Samuel  Hope;  1st  Lieut., 
John  Howe  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Enoch  John- 
son. 

Co.  C. — Captain,  Edward  A.  Todd;  1st  Lieut., 
John  S.  Tyler  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Henry  C. 
Campbell. 

Co.  D. — Captain,  Charles   Dillintrham  ;  1st 

Lieut.,    AVilliam    ^V^     Henry  ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Charles  C.  Gregg. 
Co.  E. — Captain,  Richard  Smith  ;  1st  Lieut. 

Lucius    C.    Wliitney;    2d  Lieut., 

Orville  Bixby. 
Co.  F. — Captain,    Francis  V.   Randall;  1st 

Lieut.,  Walter  A.  I'hillips  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Horace  F.  Cro-^iuan. 
(7o,      — Captain.  .Fulin  T.  Drew;  1st  Lieut., 

David  L.  Shar[)ley  ;  2d  iiieut.,  Anson 

H.  Weed. 

Co.  H. — Captain,  William  T.  Burnham  ;  1st 


Lieut.,  Jerome  B.  Case;  2d  Lieut. 
Chester  K.  Leach. 

Co.  I. — (Japtain,  Volney  S.  Fullam  ;  lat 
Lieut.,  Shernniu  \S .  Parkhurst ;  2d 
Lieut.,  Isaac  N.  Wudleigh. 

Co.  K. — Captain,  Solon  Eaton;  Ist  Lieut., 
Anuisa  S  Tracy  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Jona- 
than M.  Hoyt. 

Third  Rigiment. 

Colonel,  William  F.  Smith. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Breed  N.  Hyde. 

jNlajur,  Waller  W.  Cochran. 
Chaplain,  Rev.  M.  K.  Paruuxlee  of  Cnderhill 

(resigned).    Rev.  Mr.  Mack  succeeded. 
Co.  A. — Captain,  Whoelock  G.  Vcarey  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Frederick  Grain  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Horace  W.  Floyd. 
Co.  B. — Captain,  Augustine  C.    West;  1st 

Lieut.,  Enoch  H.  Bartlett ;  2d  Lieut., 

John  H.  Cohurn. 
Co.  C— Captain.  David  T.  Corbin  :  1st  Lieut., 

Danford  C.  Havilund ;  2d  Lieut., 

Edwin  M.  Noyes. 
Co.  D. — Captain,  Fernando  C.  Harrington  ; 

1st  Lieut.,  Daniel  J.  Keuneson ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Charles  Bishop. 
Co.  E. — Captain,  Andrew  J,  Blanchard  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Robert  D.  Whittemore ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Burr  J.  Austin. 
Co.  F. — Captain,  Thomas   0.    Seaver;  1st 

Lieut.,    Samuel    E.    Pingree ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Edward  A.  Chandler. 
Co.  G. — Captain,    Lorenzo   D.   Allen ;  1st 

Lieut.,  John    H.  Hutchinson ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Closes  F.  Brown. 
Co.  H. — Captain,  Thomas    F.   House;  1st 

Lieut.    Waterman   F.    Corey;  2d 

Lieut.,  Romeo  H.  Start. 
Co.  I. — Captain,  Tlioma  Nelson  ;  1st  Lieut., 

James  Powers  ;  2d  Lieut.,  xilexander 

W.  Beat  tie. 

Co.  K. — Capt.  Elon  0.  Hammond  ;  1st  Lieut., 
Amasa  T.  Smith  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Alonzo 
E.  Pierce. 

Fourth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Edwin  H.  Sloughton. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Harry  N.  Worthen. 
Major,  John  C.  Tyler. 
Chaplain.  Rev.  S.  .^L  Plyraton. 
Co.         John  E.  Pratt;   L^t  Lieut.,  Albert 
K.  Parsons ;  2d  Lieut.,  Gideon  II. 
Benton. 

Co.  i?.— Captain,  James    H.   Piatt  Jr.  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Alfred  K.  Nichols;  2d  Lieut., 

Samuel  H.  Ciiauiljerlin. 
Co.   C. — Captain.  Henry  B.   Atherton;  1st 

Lieut.,  Georire  B.  Frencii ;  2d  Lieut., 

Daniel  D.  Wlieder. 
Co.  D. — Captain,  George  Tucker;  1st  Lieut., 

George  W.  Quimby  ;  2d  Lieut.,  John 

H.  Bishop. 

Co.  E. — Captain,  Henry  L.  Terry;  1st  Lieut., 

Stephen    M.   Pingree;    2d  Lieut., 

Daniel  Lillie. 
Co.  F. — Captain,  Addison  Brown,  Jr. ;  Ist 

Iiieut.,   William   (\    Holbruok ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Denuio  W.  Farr. 
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Co.  G. — Capt.iin,    George    P.    Foster;  1st 

Lieut.,  Henry  H.  Hill;  2d  Lieut,, 

Joseph  W .  1).  Carpenter. 
Co.  //.—Captain,    Robert    W.    Lain!  ;  Ist 

Lieut.,  Abial  W.  Fisher;  lid  Lieut., 

J.  Byrou  11  rooks. 
Co.  I. — Captjiiu,  Leonard  A.  Stearns;  1st 

Lieut.,  Levi  .M.  Tucker;  2d  Lieut., 

Albert  A.  Allard. 
Co.  K. — Captain,  Frank  IJ.  Gove;  1st  Lieut., 

Charles  W.  Boutin  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Wm. 

C.  Tracy. 

Fifth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Henry  .V.  Smalley. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Nathan  Lord,  Jr. 
Major,  Lewis  A.  (rrant. 
Chaplain,  llev.  V.  M.  Simons. 
Co.  A. — Captain,  Charles  G.  Chandler;  1st 

Lieut.,   Alonzo   R.    Hurlburt ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Louis  ]\[.  D.  Sniitli. 
Co.  B. — Captain,    Charles    W.    Hose;  1st 

Lieut.,  Wilson  D.  Wright;  2d  Lieut., 

Olney  A.  Comstock. 
Co.  C. — Captain,    John  D.    Sheridan;  1st 

Lieut.,  Friend  H.  Barney  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Jesse  A.  Jewett. 
Co.  D. — Captain,  Reuben  C.    Benton ;  1st 

Lieut.,  James  W.  Stiles;  2d  Lieut., 

Samuel  Sumner,  Jr. 
Co.  jF.— Captain,  Charles   P.    Dudley;  Ist 

Lieut.,  William  H.  H.  Peck;  2d 

Lieut.,  Samuel  E.  Burnham. 
Co.  F. — Captain,   Edwin   S.    Stowell;  1st 

Lieut.,  Cyrus  R.Crane;  2d  Lieut., 

Eugene  A.  Hamilton, 
Co.  G. — Captain,  Benjamin  R.   Jenne;  1st 

Lieut.,    Charles    T.    Alk-hine;  2d 

Lieut.,  ^lartin  J.  McManus. 
Co.  M. — Captain,  Charles  W.    Seagar;  1st 

Lieut.,   Cornelius   H.  Forbes;  2d 

Lieut.,  Charles  J,  Ormsbee, 
Co,  I. — Captain,  John  R,  Lewis;  1st  Lieut,, 

William  P,    Spalding;    2d  Lieut,, 

Henry  Ballard, 
Co.  K. — Captain,  Frederick  F.  Gleason ;  1st 

Lieut.,  William  Symons  ;  2d  Lieut., 

George  J.  Hatch. 

Sixth.  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Nathan  Lord,  Jr. 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  Asa  P.  Blunt. 
Major,  Oscar  S.  Tuttle. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  S.  11.  Siuue. 
Co.  A. — Captain,  George  Parker.  Jr.  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Riley  U.   Bird;  2d  Lieut., 

Frank  G.  Butter  field. 
Co.  B. — Captain,  Abjnzo  B,  Hutchinson;  1st 

Lieut,,    La    .NIarquis    Tubbs;  2d 

Lieut.,  Barnard  D.  Fabyan, 
Co.  C. — Captain,  .Jt-.-isn  C.   Spauhling;  Ist 

Lieut.,    tieurge    C.    Hamlull;  2d 

Lieut.,  Hir;iin  A.  Kinibull. 
Co.         Captain.  Oscar  A.  Hale;  1st  Lieut., 

George  H.  Phelps  ;  2d  Lieut.,  Carlos 

W.  Dwinn.ll. 
Co.  E. — Captain.   Edward  W,   Barker;  Ist 

Lieut.,  Th..ni:i.A  R.  Clark  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Frank  B.  Bradbury. 


Co.  F. — Captain,  Edwin  F.   Reynolds;  l.^t 

Lieut.,  Elijah  Whitney ;  2d  Lieut. 

Dennison  A.  Raxford. 
Co.  G^.— Captain,   William  H.  IL  Hall;  Ist 

Lieut.,  Alfred  M.  Ncvins;  2d  Lieut., 

Edwin  C.  Lewis. 
Co.  n. — Captain,  David  B.  Davenport;  1st 

Lieut.,    Robinson   Templeton;  2d 

Lieut.,  Luther  Ainsworth. 
Co.  I. — Captain,    Wesley    Harelton  ;  1st 

Lieut.,    William  B.  Reynolds ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Edwin  R.  Kinney, 
Co.  K. — Captain,   Elisha   L.    Barney ;  Ist 

Lieut.,  Lucius  Green;  2d  Lieut., 

Alfred  H.  Keith. 

Seventh  Regimmt. 

Colonel.  George  T.  Roberts. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Volney  S.  Fullam. 
Major,  W^illiam  C.  Holbrook. 

Co.  A. — Captain,  David  B.  Peck ;  1st  Lieut,, 
Hemaa  xiustin;  2d  Lieut,,  Hiram 
B.  Fisk. 

Co.  B. — Captain,  William  Cronan ;  1st  Lieut,, 

Darwin.   A.   Smalley ;   2d  Lieut., 

Jackson  V.  Parker. 
Co,  C. — Captain,    Henry   M.   Porter;  1st 

Lieut,,  Erwin  V,  N.  Hitchcock;  2d 

Lieut,,  John  G.  Dickinson. 
Co,  D. — Captain,  John  B.  Kilburn ;  1st  Lieut., 

William    B,     Thrall;    2d  Lieut,, 

George  E.  Cross. 
Co,  E. — Captain,  Daniel  Landon  ;  let  Lieut,, 

George  '  W,    Sheldon  ;    2d  Lieut., 

Richard  T,  Cull, 
Co.  F. — Captain,  Lorenzo  D,  Brooks;  1st 

Lieut,,  Edgar  N,  Ballard ;  2d  Lieut., 

Rodney  C.  Gates. 
Co.  G. — Captain,  Salmon  Dutton  ;  1st  Lieut., 

George  M.  R.  Howard;  2d  Lieut., 

Leonard  P.  Bingham. 
Co.  H. — Captain,    Mahlon   M.  Young;  1st 

Lieut.,  Henry  H.  French  ;  2d  Lieut., 

George  H.  Kelley, 
Co.  I. — Captain,  Chai-les  C,  Ruggles ;  Ist 

Lieut,,  Charles  Clark ;  2d  Lieut,, 

Austin  E.  Woodman, 
Co.  .fir.— Captain,    David    P.    Barber ;  1st 

Lieut.,  John  L.  Moseley  ;  2d  Lieut,, 

Allen  Spalding, 

Eiijhth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Stephen  Thomas. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Edward  M,  Brown. 
Major,  Charles  Dillingham. 

Co.  A. — Captain,  Luman  M,  Grant;  1st 
Lieut,,  Moses  McFarland  ;  2d  Lieut,, 
Gilman  8,  Rand. 

Co.  i?,— Captain,  Charles  B,  Child;  1st 
Lieut.,  Stephen  T.  Spalding;  2d 
Lieut.,  Frederick  D.  Buttertield. 

Co.  C. — Captain,  Henry  E.  Foster;  1st  Lieut., 
Edward  B.  Weight;  2d  Lieut., 
Frederick  J.  Fuller. 

Co.  D. — Captain,  Cyrus  B,  Leach  ;  1st  Lieut., 
Alfred  E,  Getchell;  2d  Lieut,,  Da- 
rius (r.  Child, 

Co.  E. — Captain,  Edward  Hall;  l»t  Lieut. 
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Kilburn  Day;  2d  Lieut.,  Truman 
Kellogg. 

Co.  F. — Captain,    Iliram    E.    Perkins;  1st 

Lieut.,  Daniel  8.  Foster;  2d  Lieut., 

Carter  If.  Nason. 
Co.  (r.— Captain,  Saraucl  G.   P.  Craig;  1st 

Lieut.,  Job  W.  Green;  2d  Lieut., 

John  B.  Mead. 
Co.  E. — Captain,    Henry  F.    Dutfon  ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Alvin  \\.  Franklin  ;  2d  Lieut., 

William  H.  H.  Holion. 
Co.  I. — Captain,   William  W.  Lynde  ;  1st 

Lieut.,   George   N.    Holland;  2d 

Lieut.,  Josliua  C.  Mor?e. 
Co.  K. — Captain,  John  8.  Clark;  1st  Lieut., 

Adoniram  J.  Howard;  2d  Lieut., 

George  F.  French. 

First  Cavalry  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Lemuel  B.  Piatt. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Geo.  B.  Kellogg. 
Major,  William  D.  Collins. 
Major,  John  D.  Bartlett. 

Co.  A. — Captain,  Frank  A.  Piatt;  1st  Lieut., 
Joel  B.  Erhardt ;  2d  Lieut.,  Ellis  B. 
Edwards. 

Co.  B. — Captain,  George  B.    Conger;  1st 

Lieut.,   William    M.  Beaman;  2d 

Lieut.,  Jed.  P.  Clark. 
Co.  C. — Captain,  William  Wells  ;  1st  Lieut., 

Henry  M.  Paige;    2d  Lieut.,  Eli 

Holden. 

Co.  D. — Captain,  Addison  W.  Preston;  1st 

Lieut..  John  W.  Bennett;  2d  Lieut., 

William  G.  Cummings. 
Co.  E. — Captain,  Samuel  P.  Rundlett;  1st 

Lieut.,  Andrew  J.  Grover ;  2d  Lieut., 

John  C.  Holmes. 
Co.  F. — Captain,  Josiah  Hall;   1st  Lieut., 

Robert  Schofield,  Jr.  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Nathaniel  E.  Hayward. 
Co.  G. — Captain,   James  A.    Sheldon ;  1st 

Lieut.,  George  H,  Bean  ;  2d  Lieut., 

Dennis  M.  Blackwer. 
Co.  jr.— Captain,    Selah   G.    Perkins ;  1st 

Lieut.,  Franklin  T.  Iluntoon ;  2d 

Lieut.,  Charles  A.  Adams. 
Co.  I. — Captain,  Edward  B.  Sawyer ;  1st 

Lieut,,  Henry  C.  Flint;  2d  Lieut., 

Josiah  Grout,  Jr. 
Co.  K. — Captain,  Franklin  Moore :  1  st  Lieut., 

John  S.  Ward;   2d  Lieut.,  John 

Williamson. 

Sharp  Shooters. 

Ist  Co. — Captain,  Edmund  Weston,  Jr. ;  1st 
Lieut.,  Charles  W.  Seat  on;  2d 
Lieut.,  Martin  V.  Bronson. 

2d  Co. — Captain,  Homer  R.  Stouehton;  1st 
Lieut.,  Frederick  Spalding;  2d 
Lieut.,  Henry  M.  Hall. 

Zd  Co. — Captain,  Gilbert  Harr  ;  1st  Lieut., 
Henry  Herbert;  2d  Lieut.,  Albert 
Baxton. 

Light  Artillery, 
lat  Battery. — Captain,  George  W.  Duncan  ; 

Lieutenanta— 1st,  George  T.  Hebard, 


Edward  Rice,  Jr. ;  2d,  Henry  N.  Col- 
burn,  Saimon  B.  Hebard. 
2d  Battery. — Captain,    Lonsie   R.    Sayles  ; 

Lieutenants — 1st,  Benjamin  N.  Dyer, 
Coridon  D.  Smith;  2d,  John  A. 
Quilty,  John  W.  Chase. 

NAMES  OF  VOLUNTEERS, 
With  their  residence,  to  what  regiment 
and  company  attached,  and  their  respective 
ages. 

Barxet. 
Third  Regiment. 
Co.  C— Wm.  H.  Ash;  Honry  Brock,  30; 
Jacob  C.  Goodale,  2'> ;  David  Somers,  28. 

Co.  G. — Heni-y  Farewell,  4');  Bcnj.  Fare- 
well; Henry  C*  Thompson,  20;  Charles  E. 
Peabody. 

Co.  /.—Nelson  Blodget,  28  ;  John  Sulivan, 
23;  John  A.  Sutherland,  24;  Reynolds  A. 
Kenady. 

Fourth  Regiment. 
George  N.  Harvey  (com.  sergt.);  Francis 
Page,  17;  Horace  Pago,  2:i ;  Wm.  Page,  21; 
Henry  Gilchrist,  20;  John  Welch. 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  B. — Archibald  Hariman,  34. 
Co.        James  Gray,  4-3;  Nelson  T.  Scott; 
John  McGill,  40. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Co.  C.—X.  P.  Hawley :  Geo.  Goodale,  23  ; 
Eben  Goodale:  Charles  Newman,  20;  Robert 
Morse,  19;  Geo.  H.  liazeltine,  19;  Nathan- 
iel Annis. 

First  Caralry  Regiment. 
Co.  D. — Josiah  H.  Moor;  Henry  A.  Moor; 
Elijah  Page;  Byron  Morrill;  Horace  Ide,  22; 
Loren  Brigham,  21  :  Jus.  Davies,  21 ;  James 
Asden,  19;  Wm.  Cummings;  Bartlett  Beard, 
50;  Charles  Beard;  0<car  Beard,  20;  Henry 
H.  Beard,  24;  John  Beard;  Guy  E.  Clement. 

Berdan^s  Sharp  Shooters. 
Augustus  Page. 

New  Hampshire  R''giments. 
Henry  H.  Dewey,  22 ;  Wm.  Morgan ;  Geo. 
Morgan ;  James  ^iorgan  ;  Azro  Morgan. 

Massachusetts  Regiments. 
Albert  Hardy  ^  15th,  Benj.  P.  House. 

Miscellaneour,. 
Robert  Cowert.  22 :  Joiin  Farewell,  19 ; 
Geo.  Ryan,  21;  Loren  Winslow,  23 ;  Henry 
Matthews,  22;  Edwin  Penbo'ly.  20;  Joseph 
Clark;  G.  C.  Clement  (corp.  cav.);  Thomas 
Guthrie,  20;  James  Ramsey;  Carlos  F.  Mc- 
Nab,  19. 
[From  Peter  Lindsajr,  Ist  Belectaiftn.J 

Burke. 

First  Regiment. 
Co.  D. — Russe!  B.  Page,  43  (cavalry) . 

Third  Regiment. 

Co.  ^. Sharks  W.  Wells,  IG ;  Charles 
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Eggleston,  20;  Myron  Ec:gleston,  23;  Joseph  i  Bailey,  28;  Benjamin  F.  Carr,  20  (.leceaaedj 
Dggleston,  24;  Franklin.).  Thomas,  lli.  Amos  B.  Chace,      ;  Edwin  Hall,  o2. 

Co.  G. — Albert  H.  .Jenkins,  24;  Porter 
Morse,  30;  ilenry  Bruce,  32. 


Fourth  Rejiment. 
Co.  B.—V..  G.  ll.iywiinl  (corp.). 
Co.  D. — Ilenry      Cariclon,  22. 
Co.  G. — James  11.  Ta^e,  TJ ;  Albert  Car- 
penter, 18;  Charles  C.  Clogston,  10. 

Seventh  Regiment. 
Co.         Ephraim  Orcutt,  18. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Co.  K. — Oramel  Parker,  23  ;  Perry  Porter, 
20;  Kingsley  Stoddard,  20;  Henry  Wood- 
ruff, 19;  Franklin  Cheney,  lb;  Alanson 
White,  20;  Charles  C.  Burt,  20:  Joseph 
Crotean,  21  ;  "Willis  Jenkins,  34  ;  Harrison 
Hunter,  2-4 ;  Azro  H.  Henison,  17 ;  Warren 
S.  Norris,  19. 
[From  A.  Burington.]       .\  ■  . 

Danville. 

Third  Regiment. 

Co.  G. — Franklin  L.  Badger,  30;  John 
Gorman,  34;  Harvey  D.  Ju<lkiu^,  20;  Wv'in 
B.  Danforth.  2o ;  Charles  Danforth,  19; 
Charles  Northrop,  18;  Franklin  B.  Caswell, 
19;  John  Doney,  40;  Edward  Dana,  21; 
Nathan  Davenport,  35;  John  Cook,  30. 

Wells  River  Co. — 1st  Lieut.,  Danforth  C. 
Haviland. 

Fourth  Regiment. 

Co.  ZT.— Capt.,  Robert  W.  Laird,  3.5;  Ist 
Lieut.,  Abial  W.  Fisher.  28;  2.1  Lieut.,  Frank- 
lin Bradbury,  24;  1st  Sergt.,  Lewis  \V.  Fish- 
er, 24;  2d  Sergt..  E.  II.  Stewart,  20;  1st 
Corp.,  Silas  H.  Stone,  25;  5th  Corp.,  Charles 
P.  Hatch,  28.  Privates— Wm.  S.  Allen,  19; 
Charles  Cook,  IS;  William  Ellis,  34;  Jacob 
Forrest,  30;  John  B.  Harris,  19;  Hiram 
Hawkins,  24;  Geo.  A.  Hawkins,  22;  P.iyson 
S.Hawkins,  23;  J.  Lundrv,  30;  John  .Mc 
Millan,  22;  A.  S.  -McDonald,  20;  H.  B. 
Morse,  22  ;  George  Parker,  32:  Wm.  Picket, 
34;  Horace  E.  Kowe.  20;  Edward  Taylor, 
86;  J.  F.  Vincent,  18;  Ezra  B.  Weeks."  40; 
W.  Armstrong,  19 ;  Amos  C.  Barber,  2t) ; 
Franklin  Harris,  25;  Calvin  J.  B.  Harris, 
25;  B.  F.  Faylor,  34;  Morris  Aaron.  22; 
Charles  Adams,  24;  Wm.  J.  Sly.  I'.i  ;  Abram 
Sulham,  30;  Edw'd  Sulham,  28;  fcimon  Rus- 
sell, 23;  Charles  Cowdery,  35. 

Allen  Guards.— 0\i\(^r  M.  B:\dger,  18; 
Charles  M.  Badger,  22  ;  II.  D.  Morrill,  18; 
Daniel  Adams,  20;  Ward  K..lliiis,  20;  John 
Rollins;''^  James  Morrill,  24. f 

First  Cavalrif  Regim'nt. 

Capt.,  Addison  W.  Preston.  30;  Jth  Sergt., 

Martin  V.  B.  Sargent.  28:  L'd  Torp.,  John 

B.  Chace,  33.    Privates — iJonjamin  F.  Clel- 

ford,  28;  Harvey  J.  Hickford,  2»;;  Charles 

Bickford,  22;  Kyron  Morrill,  20;  Austin  A. 

•Of  Danville,  ia  serviiiLC  iu  llliiioLt  re:,'iment  in  Mi;*- 
souri. 

tSerreU  in  the  5th  MivHsadiuscttfl  regiment,  aail  was  in 
the  battle  of  Bull  lUin. 


Butler  s  Regiment. 
Eleazer  Morrill.  40;  Tretrew  Paquien,  22; 
William  W.  Bacon,  30  (artillery) ;  Henry  A. 
Crane,  20. 

[From  M.  T.  Alexander  and  Wm.  B.  Palmer  ] 

Groton. 
Third  Regiment. 
Co.  C. — Geo.  Stebbins,  24 ;  Leveret  Page, 
24  ;f  Morris  Vance, t  23;  Charles  Burnham, 
20  ;f  Charles  Burbank,  17  ;t  Charles  Jones, 
20  ;t  Gardner  Orr,  21. f 

Co.  i/.— Moses  Page,  Jr.,  20  ;f  Charles 
!  Emery,  23.f . 

Co.  A'.— WiHiam  Scott,  22.f 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  ^.—George  Philbrick,  35.* 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  ^.—Charles  Brock,  20.t 
Co.  i:.— Everett  Ricker,  25  ;f  Robt.  Taisey, 
25.t 

Co.  ^.—George  Scott,  2d,  20. f 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Asa  Emery,  21  ;t  Charles  Emery,  2d,  19.f 

Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
Co.  E. — Frederic  Glover,  25.* 

Seventeenth  Xew  York  Regiment. 
Benjamin  Emery,  25. 

Forty-Fifth  Illinois  Regiment. 
John  Brown,  20.f  *        '  " 

[From  Rev.  0.  G.  Clark.] 

Hardwick. 

Second  Regiment. 
I     George  T.  Brown,  17  ;f  Wyman  C.  Allen, 
!  21 ;  j  Benjamin  F.  Stuart  ;j  Abial  Foy,  21  ;;|; 
Isaac  Bowen,  28  ;t  George  Bridgman,  21  ;j- 
Wm.  F,  Norris,  20  ;f  Daniel  George,  22  ;-|- 
Charles  E.  Remick,  20  ;f  Charles  Canmy.-j- 

Third  Regiment. 
!     Orson  Marsh,  30  ;t  Albert  J.  Hoyt,  20  ;t 
Andrew  J.  Dutton,  33;+  Marshall  T.  Hatch, 
:  22.t 

I  Fourth  Regiment. 

I  Co.  i).— Lvnian  Kibbee,  21  ;t  Charles  W. 
iCade,  24  ;t  Thomas  W.  Griffin,  28;+  Wm. 
j  Cunningham,  23  ;•}-  John  Bedel,  24  ;|  Oscar 
!  E.  Johnson,  21  ;t  Joseph  Houston,  20  ;•}• 
j  Isaac  W.  Clifford,  30  ;J  Wm.  G.  Scribner. 

1  Sixth  Regiment. 

1     Charles  Paine,  21  ;t  Joseph  Wakefield,  22  ;t 

{  Chester  Smith,  21  ;f  Giles  Smith,  21. f 

I  Seventh  Regiment. 

I     Co.  C— WiUiam  H.  Ward,  22  ;t  Chas.  W. 

I  Ward,  lO.f 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Oscar  E.  Rico,  35;+  Leonardo.  Sanborn, 


'  Married. 


t  Single. 


X  Familj'. 
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20 ;t  Charles  W.  Ransom.  2i);f  Charles  F. 
Goodwin,  2t;t  8aniuol  Davixon,  ;f  Wil- 
lis Lowell,  l'.):t  -loel  T.  Houston,  '2>^:X  Geo. 
Root,  10;t  Philip  Uooi.  17  ;t  Aiiu'ustus 
Remick,  17  ;t  Gcoroje  Unrrctt,  o2;f  Levi 
W.  Barrett,  28  ;f  Charles  Barrett,  24  ;f  Par- 
don Allen,  IS.f 
[From  ML93  A.  Stevens.] 

N'inth  Rrjimcnt. 
Chas.  Warren, f  John  Graj,f  Frank  Page.f 

First  Cavalnj  Regiment. 
Bernard  E.  Walker,  30.  J 

KiRBY. 

'  Second  Regiment. 
Co.  G. — Ephraim  Harrington,  28.f 

Third  Regiment. 
Co.  I. — Julius  Duplissa  ;*  George  W.  New- 
hall,  25.  t 

Lyndon. 
Third  Regiment. 

Co.  Charles  W.   Allen,   20  :t  John 

Aldrich,  19  if  William  AUli-ich,  17';t  Warren 
Bradley,  24  ;f  George  F.  Brown,  23  ;t  Beniah 
S.  Carpenter,  20  ;f  Hayncs  (^'arpenter,  23  ;f 
Jacob  Chapman,  Jr.,  2t)  ;f  Orvin  Favusworth, 
30  ;f  Russell  U.  Farnsworth,  22  rf  George  N. 
Harriman,  20  ;t  William  H.  Hubbard,  28t , • 
(Istsergt.)  ;  Albert  H.  Jenkins,  21  ;j  Edward 
Mattocks,  M.  D.,  45  fsergt.  maj.);*  Edward 
N.  Mattocks,  19  ;t  Felix  A.  Merchant,  25  :t 
Abel  B.  Quimby,  19  ;t  George  J.  Quiniby,  24 
(corp.)  ;|  Roraanzo  V.  Quimbv,t  21 :  Aaron  W. 
Quimby,  56;*  Francis  B.  Root,  32  ;t  Albert 
F.  Scruton,  23  ;t  John  \f .  Whipple,  20  ;t 
Chas.  W.  Hill,  19  ;t  William  II.  Hunter,  22.t 

Co.  D. — Edson  I.  Harriman,  18.  j 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Geo.  Henry  Fisher,t  18;  Chas.  Burt,t  22. 

Seventh  Regiment. 
Dr.  Enoch  Blanchard.  33  (asst.  surgeon) 
Leonard  Balch.  40;=^  Charles  Balcli.   18  ;t 
Robert  McVicar,  42  ;*  Charles  A.  Ward,  20.t 

Additional  Volunteers. 
Albert  Baker,  Austin  Miles,  Charles  But- 
terfield,  Alex.  ]McYicar,  Henry  Pierce,  Henry 
Deos. 

Navg. 

Wm.  A.  Baker,  34  ;*  Abram  Hicks,27.* 
[From  I.  W.  Sanburn.] 

Newark. 
Third  Regiment. 
Co.  G. — Levi  West  (died    in   hospital)  ; 
Lawrence  Ryan  (discliarzed). 
Co.  A^— Wesley  P.  Carroll. 

Fourth  Regiment. 

John  Ryan. 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  /-;.— B.  T.  French,    Asa  B,  French, 
Henry  F.  Sheldon. 


Eighth  Regiment. 
Co.  K. — .Tantes  W.  Smith,  ilufns  D.  Smith, 
Demming  D.    Fairbanks,   John  G.  Gordon, 
(yharles  K.  (JarvoU,  Willium  Bunker,  Daniel 
Cole,  Wm.  A.  Hart,  Wm.  C.  Hudson. 

First    Vermont  Cavalry. 
Co.  D. — Joseph  W.  Gordon. 
[From  n.  Bugbee,  P.  M.] 

Peacham. 

Third  Regimrnt. 
Alvin   Jones;*   Francis    E.  Sargcant;f 
Joseph   N.    Sargeant;f   Cliarles    Hiuian  ;f 
Charles  Dubois  ;f  Nathaniel  Heath  ;f  Lucius 
0.  Morse  ;f  John  Glass  ;f  Carlos  Parkcr.f 

Fourth  Regiment. 
E.  D.  Palmer;*  Charles  Gilbert:*  Francis 
Field  ;-|-  William  Arni;;trong  ;f  N«d>on  West  ;* 
Isaac  Mann  ;-j-   David  3lanu  ;f   Horace  E. 
Rowe.f 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Willard  T.  Brovai  ;*  John  Somers;*  Wm. 
F.  Jones;*  Archibald  Gillis;*  David  Mer- 
rill.f 

Cavalry  Regiment. 

Jacob  Trussell  ;j  Harvey  A.  ^Larckres  ;f 
Geo.  P.  Blair;*  Lorrin  Chase;*  John  Gracy, 
Jr.  ;-j-  John  F.  Morse  ;*  Mark  Wheeler  ;* 
Dennis  White.f 

[From  Miss  M.  L.  K.  Pearson.] 

Ryeoate. 

W.  J.  Henderson  (Capt.)  :*  Thomas  Nel- 
son (Capt.),  48>;*  Alex.  Beatrie  (1st  Lieut.), 
32  ;f  Henry  C.  Miller  (corporal),  22. f  Pri- 
vates— Charles  Lamb,  18  ;f  Samuel  Scott, 
21  ;t  David  Scott,  20 :t  Henry  Gibson,  22  :t 
David  Wright,  49  ;f  James  Wri2:ht,  19  ;j- 
Henry  C.  Wricrht,  17:t  Archibald  McCall, 
21  ;t  Henry  :\lcCnll.  19  :t  Henry  Neilson, 
17  ;f  James  A.  ('h;imbt'rlin.  19  :|  Henry  \V. 
Currier,  20  ;t  Albert  Lau-niail,  22  ;t  Hor- 
ace Page,  22  :t  Franci-^  1'a.re,  18  ;f  H.  A'/. 
Gardner,  28;*  Tliomas  (iuthrie,  18  :f  Arch- 
ibald Guthrie,  17;-|-  .lames  Guthrie,  23  ;f 
John  11.  Holmes,  21  rfCttMirire  W.  Havwaril.* 

John  Whitcher,*  J.  T.  H.  McLure,  27;*  

Wlieoier,f  John  S.  Cameron,  21  ;t  Elmore 
Vance.  J 

[From  Rev.  J.imos  M.  Bcattie.] 

St.  JonNsut  uv. 

Third  Rigi„,rnt. 
Co.  C.—C.  R.  KelluMi,  Ibivi  1  K.  Harriman, 
Geo.  W.  Bonnctt.  Th.  ijia-^  llnUMrd,  William 
Norris,  Alouzo  II.  N'tio.  Iiaulc!  S.  Lee.  John 
W,  Ramsey  (2d  Lieut,  i,  'i'liuinas  Bishop, 
Johh  S.  Kiiby,  Hiram  i lans.-oi-n,  William  L. 
Jackson  (hospital  ^leuavh,  .b.hn  A.  Pad- 
dock, Ephraim  V.  Kou  ird.  il.Mirv  N.  t.'ros-^- 
man  (principal  musi. •Ian  i,  A.O.  Kidder,  Cur- 
tis R.  Grossman  (cb-rk  ro  bri<_'i<ie  ><urgeou). 
Amos  H.  Robinsnn.  William  IL  Hawes,  W:n. 
Tuohy,  Chas.  Hodg<lon.  1).  C.  {lavilund  (ist 
Lieut.,  dis.),  Franklin  Belkn  i|<p. 
•Married.         t  Single.         J  Famllr. 


448 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


Co.  D. — Ilufrh  Montapue,  Jamea  Doyle, 
Thomas  Wlmlan,  Jo::<oph  IJartland. 

Co.  G. — iFohn  H.  Hiitchinsou  (1st  Lieut.), 
James  Dickcrnian,  Moses  b\  Brown  (2d 
Lieut.),  Michael  Foly,  John  McDonnall. 

Co.  //.— IMuanl  bailey,  Cha.s  McCarthy, 

Co.  I. — Justus  Duplesee. 

Co.  K. — Cliarles  Keunedy. 

Band. — Arthur  E.  Worthen,  Oliver  W. 
Hoyer,  W.  II.  Ilerrick,  Charles  L.  Paddock, 
Fred.  E.  Carpenter,  Leonard  Miles. 

Teamster. — W.  H,  Stevens. 

Fourth  Rfjimcnt. 
Willmm  Howard, 
Cb.  A. — Oscar  F.  Guy. 
Co.  j5.— John  C.  Shav. 
Co.  G.—3.  W.  D.  Carpenter  (2d  Lieut.), 
Stephen  H.  Brockway. 

Co.  X.— Charles  N.  Blake. 

Fifth  Regiment. 
Band. — ^Edward  P.  Carpenter  (dis.). 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Asa  P.  Blunt. 

Co.  C— John  F.  Murdock,  Walter  E.  Mur- 
dock,  Dennis  Townsend,  Daniel  W.  Cutler. 

Co.  E. — Elmore  W.  Pierce,  Rens^selaer 
Bickford,  George  W.  LickfuTd,  A,  F.  Carpen- 
ter, Edwin  W.  Barker. 


Co.  C- 


Seventh  Regiment. 
-Dwight  Knapp. 


Eighth  Regiment. 

Co.  C. — John  Gilman,  Orange  F.  Lyme, 
Charles  E.  Dunton,  O.  F.  Haywood,  Geo. 
Hannet,  Geo.  Howavil,  John  A.  Ripley. 

Co.  C. — Henry  V.  Severance,  Lewis  Clark, 
W.  I.  Heyer  (dis?.),  Georjre  Knapp,  Turrill  E. 
Harriman,  Nathan  P.  Jay,  Harvey  G.  Periqro, 
Michael  Carr.  A.sahel  M.  F.  Dean,  Amos  Bel- 
knapp,  Martin  H.  Wilcox,  Francis  Cushman, 
 Annis. 

Co.  iT.— Edgar  Blake. 

Cavalry  Regiment. 

Co.  G. — Martin  G.  Davis. 

Co.  i>.— Darwin  J.  Wri-ht,  John  W.  Wood- 
bury, Charles  Knapp,  Joseph  Hutchinson 
(prisoner). 

Co.  /.—John  P.  Eddy. 

Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
Co.  B.—F.  0.  Baker,  John  B.  Curtis. 

Miscellaneous. 

Alexander  Livinp^ton.  Charles  West.  Or- 
ville  Hutchinson.  K.  Vauptin,  Georp:e  Mc 
Curdy,  Lewis  Merchant,  Kuos  Weliher,  Lyn- 
don Arnold,  William  liannet  (died  in  serv- 
ice), William  Pierce,    Leavit,  OrviUe  W. 

Hutchinson,  lliraiu  Gorliani,  Benjumin  F. 
Cummings,  Georpe  (i.  McCurdy,  Charles  H. 
West,  Alexander  Livingston,  ("alvin  J.  Hum- 
phrey, RosweU  (.'.  Vaughau,  Benj.  D.  West. 

[From  Dr.  I.  D.  Kilbourm;.] 


Sheffield. 
Warren  Bradley,  Asa  C.  Brown,  Jooepb 
Barber,  Elmcre  Berry,  E<Iwin  Berry,  St<'- 
phen  Berry,  Stephen  E.  Drown,  John  Li!- 
kins,  Leon  Gorman,  Silas  E.  Gray,  Williara 
Gray,  Sanford  Gray,  Azro  Gray,  Jerry  Grav. 
Hiram  Gray,  William  Green,  Cyrus  K.^.t. 
James  Sympson  (deceased),  Jacob  Milc^. 
Alanson  Switzer,  Albert  Serriton,  Aaron 
Sympson,  Charles  Sandborn,  Alonzo  Tay- 
troe,  George  Walcott. 
[From  Dr.  A.  M.  Ward.] 

Sutton. 

Perry  C.  Dean,  24  ;f  Hugh  Crow,  25  :t 
A.  R.  Stone,  28  ;t  Charles  Hodcrdon,  23  :t 
S.  W.  Cobleigh,  21  ;t  Silas  Cobfeigh,  23  ;t 
Luther  B.  Harris,  16  ;t  A.  P.  Blake,  17  :t 
L.  P.  Clark,  21  ;t  Amos  Ham,  26  ;t  Lorea 
Ayers,  26  ;f  David  Ratery,  28  ;f  Lawrence 
Ryan,  22  ;t  Perry  Porter,  21  ;f  B.  L.  Cas- 
well, 20  ;t  L.  W.  Young,  58.* 

[From  Kev.  L.  T.  Harris.] 

Walden. 

Marshal  Montgomery,  Austin  Bailey,  Amos 
Cushion,  E.  D.  Dutton,*  C.  0.  Gibson,*  Geo. 
Lowell,*  David  W.  Stevens,  Wm.  H.  Hunt, 
Alonzo  Woodard,  Dudley  Bixby,  Jas.  Bailey, 
Nathan  Chamberlin,  Geo.  P.  Foster  (Capt.', 
John  Hibbard,*  James  J.  Snow,*  Moses  S. 
Clefford,  Louis  B.  Paquet,  Levi  B.  Richard- 
son, John  N.  Smith,  Alanson  C.  Kitteredge.* 
Thomas  Ferrin,*  Freeman  Capron,*  H.  W. 
Capron,  Wm.  Smith. 

[From  Hon.  James  D.  Bell.]  .. 

Waterford. 
Third  Regiment. 
Co.  I. — Samuel  C.  Chaplin,  Samuel  S. 
Stoddard,  Jacob  Goodell,  Ebenezer  Goodell, 
Nelson  Blodgett,  Joseph  S.  Bean,  Carleton 
Felch,  Alfred  Prouty,  jr. 
[From  L.  S.  Freeman.] 

Samuel  Fletcher,  27  ;f  Jerome  Fletcher, 
25  ;t  Dan  Rowell,  22  ;t  Ronold  Kennedy, 
27  ;t  John  McDonald,  25  ;t  Geo.  Hoag,  20 -f 
John  Lee,  26;*  Geo.  Bonett,  23.f 
[From  T.  A.  Cutler.] 

Wheelock. 
[Ages  between  21  and  30  yeers ;  all  single  mea.] 

Third  Regiment. 
Co.  G. — Bial  Jones,  Henry  Folsom. 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  G. — Amos  Cushion. 
Co.  II. — Augustus  Londry. 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.        Patrick  King,  Charles  Hill,  Austin 
Topsan,^  Wm.  Judd,  Joseph  Barber,  George 
!  Wolcott,   Fretlerick  Whitney,    liarrison  S. 
I  Way,  Osias  D.  Matthewson,  Daniel  S.  Jones, 
;  Stephen  M.  .lones,  Isaiah    Piper,  Sanford 
I  Gr;\y,"  David  AHard,  Roswell  L.  Copsau,  Jas. 
Riglesby,  Frederick  Shouty. 
[From  Ilnn.  T.  J.  Cree.] 
♦  Miirriixl.  t  Single.          t  Family. 

J  Died  at  Camp  Gritlin,  Not.  29,  18(51. 
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CALEDONIA  COUNTY  VOLUNTEERS  — 
continced. 
Babnet. 

THREE  tears'  MEX. 

Tenth  Regimfnt. 

Recruits. — Lemuel  Shaw,  B.  H.  Fuller, 
Walter  Harvey,  Jr.,  Poier  M.  Abbott,  Hiram 
B.  Somer,  Thos.  J.  Miller.  Warren  W.  Somer. 

Co.  A. — H.  H.  Dewey,  Caivin  Dewey,  M. 
F.  Gerald,  William  CaJy,  Atkins  Moore,  Wm, 
Wallace,  Lyman  Bemis. 

Eleventh  Regiment. 

Rtcruita, — Oliver  H.  Woods,  Austin  Goodell, 
Arthur  Wright,  William  Brierly,  Samuel  C. 
Stevens,  John  A.  Collins,  Nath,  Batchelder, 
Chester  Orr,  Waller  D.  Brock,  Peter  M.  Wil- 
son. 

Co.  John  C.  Stevens,  Wm.  A.  Aiken, 
Henry  Lackie,  Samuel  Brock,  Thomas  Gil- 
kerson,  Stephen  P.  Carter,  Norman  D.  Goss. 

WINE  months'  men. 
Fifteenth  Regiment. 

Co.  F.—J.  Q,  C.  Stevens  (Capt.);  Moses  Ly- 
man, Jr.  (2d  Lieut.);  A.Scoit  Laugblin,  Henry 
A.  Gilfillan,  John  Sulivan.  Magnus  D.  Brock, 
OlmTmiarvey,  Henry  Smilie,  William  H. 
Johnston,  William  S.  Brock,  Jr..  Leonard  W. 
Brock,  Peter  M.  Buchanan,  John  Conway, 
Thomas  W.  Gibson,  Alexander  P.  Gilchrist, 
James  Gilchrist,  2d.  Charles  Johnson,  Joseph 
Lester,  Samuel  McLeram,  Wm.  J.  McMuUan, 
Joseph  A.  Mercer,  Arch.  J.  Miller,  Bart.  G. 
Somers,  Lewis  M.  Gibson,  George  B.  Somers, 
Robert  Stevenson,  James  B.  Stuart,  Virgil 
Townshend,  David  Vance,  John  S.  T.  Wal- 
lace, Peter  Chompeow,  George  L.  Williams, 
Robert  M.  Brock,  Frank  Bedell,  Thomas  Gil- 
fillan, Robert  S.  Kelly,  Wm.  Somers,  Henry 
M.  Townshend,  Oscar  F.  Rankin,  Daniel  W. 
Phelps,  Henry  0.  Peck,  William  S.  Gilchrist, 
Thomas  Gilkerson,  2d. 

Recruits  for  Compang. — George  Galbraith, 
Stillman  Nutting,  Benjamin  Gadley. 
[From  Peter  Lindsay,  first  selectman.] 

BURKE. 
THREE  years'  MEN. 

Third  Regiment. 

Co.  C. — John  Carrington. 

Recruits  for  Company. — James  F.  Gray, 
George  W.  Gates,  Halsey  H.  Packer. 

Co.  G. — Aaron  Q.  Ladd,  Porter  Morae,  Vir- 
gil Ladd,  George  Decamp  (recruit). 

Co.  if.— Alva  P.  Bell. 

Co.  I. — Harlow  W.  Jones. 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  (7.— Alonzo  H.  Bell.* 

Eighth  Rf-giment. 
Co.  C. — James  McHubbard,  Phelix  Mer- 
chant. 

Co.  IL — George  Gates  (substitute)  ;  Daniel 
Cole. 
•  D«Rd. 


Tenth  Regiment. 
Co.  A. — John  lierthcaume,  Samuel  Merri- 
am,  Charles  WoodriilF,  Edward  Duval,  James 
Shields,  Frank  W.  Hudson,  George  Walter. 

First  Cavalrt/  Regiment. 
Co.  D. — Warren  S.  Norris,  Azro  H.  Keni- 
son. 

NINE  aiONTHS'  MEN. 

Ttceffih  Regiment. 
Co.  JET.— Sylvester  Hall,  Elbridge  HalL 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 
Co.  E. — Joseph  S.  Hall,  John  Andrews, 
Albert  Hendrick.  Elbridge  C.  Freeto,  Henry 
Dudley,  True  B.  Walter,  Emery  C.  Buell, 
Joseph  W,  Martin,  George  W.  Humphrey, 
Willard  S.  Smith,  Sumner  Page,  Obadiah 
Moultrix,  Jonathan  S.  Lougee.  David  W. 
King,  Felix  Purhcy,  Charles  Philips,  Solo- 
mon Petrie,  Abram  P.  Brown. 

Miscellaneous. 
Horace  B.  Houston,  Marcelles  Colby,  Geo. 
Latham,  Benj.  F.  Jenkins,  Hiram  Farmer. 
[From  D.  W.  Cashing,  selectman.] 

Danville. 

Third  Regiment. 
Co.  C. — Edward  J.  Deane,  W.  Armstrong. 
Co.  ^.—William  H.  H.  Stevens. 
Co.  I. — John  F.  Cook  (corp.) ;  Alvin  B. 
Danforth. 

Fourth  Regiment. 

Co.  G. — Chas.  F.  Badger  (corp.) ;  Samuel 
D.  Rollins. 

Co.  H. — Lewis  S.  Fisher  (1st  sergt.)  ;  Silas 
H.  Stone  (sergt.)  ;  Nathan  B.  Stone  (corp.)  ; 
Solon  M.  Haddock,  John  F.  Colby, 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  E. — Brigham  D.  Ames. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Co.   C. — Silas   Houghton,   Erza  Bedard, 
John  Adams,  Josiah  Brown. 
Co.  /.— Eleazer  D.  Morrill. 

Ninth  Regiment. 
Co.  E. — John  Bolton. 

Tenth  Regiment. 

Co.  J..— Trefly  Payuin,  Allen  J.  Morrill. 
Eleventh  Regiment. 

Co.  A. — Francis  S.  Chase,  James  Ranson, 
Orwell  R.  Kelsoy,  George  N.  Frost.  Peter  M. 
Wilson,  Oliver  M.  .Morse.  .Martin  8.  Sanbourn, 
Charles  H.  Sanbourn,  H.  D.  Bolton,  John  W. 
Hooker,  L.  J.  Weeks.  Orra  S.  Chase.  Samuel 
H.  Scales,  Andrew  Bryan,  M.irris  F.  Hunt, 
Calvin  E.  Bruce,  William  H.  .Nunn,  William 
D.  West,  James  Stuart.  Clarke  W.  Powers, 
William  Salter,  Albert  C.  Scales,  Noah  Lane, 
Albert  Sulham. 

First  Vermont  Cavalry. 

Co.  D. — William  Cumniincrs  (2d  Lieut.); 
Hiram  Danfurfh,  Micholl  Brown,  Thomas 
Murray,  J.  Pago,  Frank  H.  Caswell. 
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XINK     MONTHS  MKN. 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 
Co.  5.— Capt.,  James  M.  Avre  ;  1st  Sergt., 
Charles  D.  I5rainar«l  ;  George  K.  Sias ;  I'd 
Corp.,  Joel  C.  Go»<hvin;  6th  Corp.,  W.  H. 
If.Wilhey  ;  Htli  Corp..  N.  \\.  Page;  Drummer, 
Walter  Sulbani.  Privales — l^licoiu  C.  Bas- 
com,  Charles  IWirdick.  Nu;ih  Durdick,  Albert 
Carr,  Alonzo  Carr,  Kthan  ("arr,  Jas.  \V.  Carr, 
Cyrus  B.  Clark,  Samuel  E.  Davis,  .John  Duna, 
"VVm.  P.  French,  Geor-e  11.  Galbraifh,  Ko- 
dolphus  Goodale,  Johri  L.  Goodull.  Oliver  .M. 
Green,  Wm.  H.  H.  Havilan.l,  Gardner  L. 
Heath,  George  W.  Howe.  IMmund  C.  Little. 
Joseph  Martin.,  b'nmuel  P.  Martin,  Robert 
Meader,  Abner  W.  Miner,  Aut^nsstus  Morrill, 
Alden  W.  Morse,  Oliver  L.  Mor>.e,  Henry  C. 
Nute,  Stillman  N.  Nutting.  Nat  ban  P.  Par- 
ker, Edwin  L.  Reed,  Ifenry  M.  Roberts.  Wm. 
H.  H.  Rollins,  Lyman  Russell,  Wm.  \V.  Sias, 
Fred.  G.  Stanton,  John  P.  Tilt  on,  Wm.  Wal- 
lace, Isaac  P.  Woodward,  Putnam  D.  Mc- 
Millan, Quari:ermaster ;  George  Varncy,  Wa- 
goner. 

[From  Miss  A.  F.  Preston,  copied  from  the  records  of 
the  town,  ISov.  23, 18o2.J 


Groton. 

_         THREE  years'  31  en. 

Third  Ilegiment. 

Co.  F. —  Charles  Dow,  Aaron  Darling, 
Wm.  Hays,  Morris  Page,  Alva  Page,  Horace 
Wood,  William  Annis, 

Co.  H. — Jerrie  Emery.  Reuben  Goodwin, 
Timothy  Emery,  Isaiah  Frost,  llut'u3  Lund. 

Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  B. — John  Scott. 

First  Cavalry  Regiment. 
Marshall  Darling.  John  Whitehill,  Sylva- 
nus  Lund. 

jiiXE  months'  men. 
Ticelftk  Regiment. 
Co.   B.  —  Scott   Darling,    Isaac  Ricker, 
Charles  Lampliire.  Isaiah  D.  Kicker,  David 
Miller,  Silas  B.   Morris  m,   Lalayette  Car- 
penter, Andrew  Jack-on  ("arpenter,  Augus- 
tus M.  Heath,  Thaddeus   Millville,  Isajic 
Goodvrin,  Willis  Vance,  Nathan  Usher,  Dan- 
iel Wormwood. 
[From  Rer,  0.  G.  Clark  ] 

H.\RPWICK. 
THREE  YEA  as'  MEN. 

Milo  Scribner,  AU-ort  J.  Burnham,  John 

C.  (illegible),  Wm.  11  All  -n.  C.  O.  Gibson, 
Wesley  Alexander.  Joseph  H.  l.ane,  Prentiss 
Scribner,  D.  i\.  Whiirher.  J.  G.  I'arkor.  .M. 

D.  Chandler,  Levi  lienis  (^liarles  H.  Sewall, 
Jr.,  Philip  ('iiuiri'iii,  Harry  P.  Philbr(>ok, 
Oliver  W.  Cros-,  Jolm  (Jeo.  W.  Steven^^, 
Orra  C.  Cole,  Wm.  .1.  lilry,  Goorge  II. 
Beach,  Pardon  W.  Alb'ti.  Joseyvh  .\.  iltoi-t-in, 
Charles  A.  Wav-I.  I'.nin  ird  L.  Walker.  S mil. 
B.  Davison,  Joel  G.  Houston,  Oscar  F.  Rice, 


Ori.son  Marsh,  Beuj.  F.  Page,  Wm.  \..r~ 
ris. 

[Theno  ltu»t  ton  nnnn'g  are  probably  tha  same  ccr-wt-^ 
as  on  pp.  445-46.— ii/.J  «>f^v«i 

NINE  months'  men. 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 
William  A.  Morse,  Dean  J.  Woodbury,  .*=^t^ 
vanus  Crandall,  G.  H.  Walton.  Jo-eph'.x. 
i  Walton,  Corrie  W.  Sanborn,  Josiah  GhurV 
Nathan  Field,  Wm.  W.  Gifford,  Wm.  Kena*l 
ton,  Wm.  H.  Stuart,  E.  T.  Ilowani,  Ze.ia^  A 
Badger,  Lucius  S.  Gissey,  Archil  aid  h. 
Nelson,  Charles  S.  Wakefield,  Geo,  H.  Dre-.r 
E.  M.  Woodbury,  B.  F.  Smith,  Joseph  H.' 
Magoon,  Orrin  B.  Hall,  John  Cunninshair., 
Charles  E.  Cheever,  Geo.  M.  Steven?.'' Geo! 
P.  Sanborn,  Norman  J,  Kingsbury,  Asatl 
Hall,  V.  M.  Currin,  Pyam  Hovey,  John  M 
Giffin,  E.  T.  Howard. 

[From  S.  R.  Gowlrich,  L.  W.  Delano,  J.  W.  Blancharl 

selectmen  of  Hardwick.] 

KiRBY. 

Third  Regiment. 
Recruits. — Reuben  Pease,  Jr..  Loran  Paze. 
Chas.  A.  Hoadley,  Homer  S.  Young.  Wm. 
Merchant,  Bazalael  Archer,  *enj.  C.^'Wood. 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  C— John  S.  Russell. 
Co.  6^.— Orvil  D.  Cobleigh. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Co  C. — Oscar  Havwood. 
Co.  A".— Willard  Wood. 

Tenth  Regiment. 
Co.  A. — Henry  Brown,  Merritt  Parker. 
Henry  Bailey,  George  Bailey. 

First  Cavalry  Regiment. 
Recruit. — Franklin  G.  B.  Ennec. 
Co.  I. — Josiah  Grout. 

NINE  months'  men. 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 
Co.  G^.— Sewell  H.  Bonett,  Ransom  Smer- 
age,  Edson  H.  Ranney. 

Co.  K. — Ira  Quimby,  Franklin  E.  Cob- 
leigh, Henry   A.  Joslin,    Robert  Gunston. 
Ezra  Copp,  Jr.,  Joseph  Chasteney,  John  A. 
]\Ioore. 
[From  Charles  H.  Q raves,  Esq.] 

Lyndon. 

THREE  years'  MEN. 

George  C.  Latham,  25:  Orville  J.  Maroon. 
21;  James  Courrell,  18;  Silas  Farnsworth. 
2d,  21;  Samuel  B.  Hadgdon,  19;  Hobart  S. 
Homer,  2'.>;  James  A.  Perry,  18:  Hiram 
Taylor,  4o ;  David  Connell,  20:  James  S. 
Simpson,  l'.>;  John  Harrigan,  oO :  Samuel 
Winchester,  :i2  ;  Daniel  J.  Weed,  4o  :  Jon-Hs 
G.  McLoud,  4:!;  George  L.  Sawtell,  l^": 
Hubbard  0.  Stockwell,  2-3  ;  Willard  P.  Chaf- 
fee, 22. 

NINE  months'  men. 
Stephen  R.  .McGaHe  (Capt.);  Henry  E. 
Graves  (1st  sergt.) ;  Charles  E.  Hammond  (3d 
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;is  A.  Flctclier  (4th  sergt.);  |  James  K.  Heedcs  Horace  K.  Hrockway,  Oscar 
lev,  Austin  M.  Bean,  Nicholas  '  C.  Kickford,  Oliver  A.  iirown,  (Jates  B.  liul- 
G.'  .Mcliartee.  Kihvia  C.  Kus-  i  lard,  William  A.  Cbuj.man,  Daniel  1*.  Celloy, 
sell,  I'orter  »illiams,  Frank  Valcoure.  Cbas.  I  Albert  M.  Cook,  Nelson 
Sidney,  John  Williams,  Jr.,  Harvey  J.  Flan- I  Chapman,   Charles  K.  Di 
ders,  Arthur  McLau;j;bliu,  diaries  ll.  Fisher,  |  Dean,  Jr.,  Henry  G.  Ely, 


sergt.);  Francis 
Curtis  G.  Moone 

Kyan,  Samuel  G.  .Mc(iart"ee.  Kdwin  (  , 
sell  Porter  Williams,  Frank  Valcoure.  Cbas.  ,  Albert  M.  Cook,  Nelson  Cary,  Charles  C 
'  .  Djivia^  Nathaniel  P. 

Albert  F.  Felch, 

Mark  P.  Goodell,  Hugh  O  Donnell,  Moses  |  Ezra  B.  Gates,  George  E.  Goodall,  Nathan  P. 
Miles,  Dennis  Duhigy,  James  N.  Capron,  1  Harrington,  Samuel  W.  Hall.  Albert  Harris, 
Joseph  Leto,  Sowell  H.  Bonett,  Silas  E.  j  Ira  A.  Harvey,  Altred  Howard.  Hoyt  Dunbar, 
Dunton,  Hubbard  Gaskell,  Leon  Valle,  ]  George  ll.  Ide,  Edward  M.  Lie,  James  B. 
Frank  Hill,  Don  C.  Ayer,  Uaben  W.  Ayer,  j  Jones,  William  Laiub,  (diaries  Little,  Josiah 
Joseph  C.  'Stevens;  Zeno  Willcy  (Corp.)  McGafFy,  Elbert  \V.  Miles,  Joseph  .Mudgett, 
Joseph  Aldrieh,  Edwin  Dickerman,  and  two  \Vm.  D.  C.  Nichols,  Hiram  T.  L'age,  Edward 
foreigners,  names  unknown.  Potter,  Horatio  N.  Roberts.  Chas.  ll.  Ramsey 

[From  Wm.  Harvey.]  Edward  D.  Redington,   Franklin  Roberts 


Newark. 
Sixth  Regiment. 
Co.  K — Joseph  French,  David  H.  Hudson. 

Tenth  Regiment. 
Co.  A. — Thomas  J.  Drew,  James  Gordon, 
Ira  B.  Cole. 

Eleventh  Regiment. 
Co.  A. — Augustus  B.  Fullerton. 

Fifteenth  Regiment.. 
Co.  E. — Geo  L.  Hudson,  Russell  T.  Sleep- 
er, Rufus  G.  AUard,  James  B.  Ball,  Denison 
F.  Corliss,  Desany  Gould,  John  P.  Smith. 

[From  D.  F.  Johnson,  John  A.  Smith,  M.  W.  Stoddard, 
Selectmen] 


Solan  S.  Roberts.  Benjamin  Rogers,  Henry 
P.  Sawyer,  Charles  F.  Spalding.  Cyrus  Sar- 
gent, Theron  W.  Sernton,  George  Shorey, 
Henry  Shorey,  William  ll.  Sherman,  James 
T.  Steele,  George  A.  Stickney,  John  R. 
Thompson,  Harri-son  W.  Varney,  George  B. 
Woodward,  Edward  P.  Warner,  Albert  F. 
Wheeler,  James  D.  White,  Charles  H.  Walter, 
Chauncey  L.  Welch,  Oscar  L.  Whitelaw,  Chas. 
W.  Witcomb,  Leslie  G.  Williamson,  Edgar  W. 
Young,  Henry  S.  Young,  Carleton  P.  Frost. 
[From  Dr.  I.  D.  Kiiborne]. 

Sutton. 
Third  Regiment. 
Co.  (?.— Henry  Bruce,  Mark  W.  Gray 


PE.4.CHAM. 

Second  Regiment 
Recruits. — Hazen    Hooker,  Benjamin  H. 
Merrill. 

Eighth  Regiment. 
Recruit. — Oscar  Daniels, 

Tenth  Regiment. 
Co.  ^.—Arthur  McLaughlin,  Jr.,  Robert 
Haskell,  Jerry  Fields,  Martin  Hardy,  Wm. 
Wallace,  Charles  Lyford,  Samuel  Mann,  Geo. 
M.  D.  Dowse. 

Eleventh  Regiment. 

Co.  Jl.— Newell  Blanchard,  Newcomb 
Martin,  Austin  Wheeler,  William  Mattocks.* 

Co.  /.— Tisdale  Edfly. 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 

John  C.  Blanchard  (1st  Lieut.)  ;  Leigh  R. 
Pearson  (1st  sergt.)  ;  Harvey  Hand,  B.  John  j 
Hand,  James  Cassady,  Wm.  Cassady,  Chas.  P.  \ 
Varnum,  Jonas  G.  Varnum,  Alvin  Harriman,  | 
Henry    N.  Clarke,  Albert  Gould,  Stephen  ' 
Heath,  Elijah  W,  Sargent,  Ira  H.  Waldo,  Chas. 
B.  Bickford,  Edw.  C.  Palmer,  John  Uay,  John 
S.  Hight,  Enoch  G.  Barker,  Ge-rge  F.  Nute, 
Nelson  Bailey,  John  C.  Hendry,  Asa  Sar- 
gent, 2d,  Hiram  C.  Varnum,  Samuel  M.  Far- 
row. 

First  Batt^nj. 
£ecruj7.— Alexander  Ferguson 


St.  Johnsiurt. 

NINK  months'  .MKN 

John  Allen,  Henry  .M. 
Bacon,  Milo  A.  Barbour, 


Ayer, 
Silas 


Roseme  E. 
M.  Beede. 


Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  Z>.— William  II.  Goodwin,  Martin  H. 
Bartlett,  Marcellus  L.  Colby,  George  H.  Ball, 
William  F.  Stoddard,  Charles  H.  Ball,  John 
Blake,  Joel  Ball,  N.  R.  Moulton. 

Seventh  Regiment. 
Co.  H. — Alvah  Elmer. 

Xinth  Regiment. 
Co.  H. — Freeman  Haswell,  Ambrose  Al- 
lard,  Chauncey  Allard. 

Eleventh  Regiment. 
Co.  i>._Nathan  Smith. 
Co.  //.—Ambrose  Allard. 
Co.  K. — Reuben  C.  Moulton.      •  * 

Fifteenth  Regiment. 
Co.  G^.— Geor-e  H.  Blake,  W^illiam  C. 
Gliddon,  Lewis  W.  Gordon,  Lucius  J.  Camp- 
bell, Otis  Ham,  Alvin  Jewell.  <  h,irles  Bundy, 
Daniel  R.  Den^niore,  Sargent  J.  Whipple, 
George  Bundy,  Thomas  C.  Green.  Calvin  R. 
Stone,  John  B.  Web-^ter,  Freeman  Hyde. 
Co.  I. — Charles  Flini,  Aaron  Willcy. 

First  Cavalry  Rrgimmt. 
Co.         William  Daniels,  John  N.  Frost, 
Alonzo  Wilson,  William  R.  Roundy,  Ira  S. 
Bryant. 

WATERFOnD. 
Third  Regiment. 
Recruit.— AnMhi  H.  Hall. 
Co.  C. — Alonzo  C.  .\rining(on,  Mosea  A. 
Parker,  Charle.'^  Froufy,  Loren/o  Hutton, 
Co.  c;.— <Mi:i.rles  W.  HjiH,  John  McDonald 
Co.  II. — Gordon  Smith. 
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<7o   /.—Vftlentine  N.  Blodjfett,  Win.  Craw- 
ford, Frank  H-kIIcj,  Oliver  Sanborn,  Georfro 
(ireen  littisted  Bowman,  Hiram  Davis  Ed 
ward  C.  MorreU.  '  ^ 

Fourth  Regiment. 
Co.  G. — Joseph  Moreau. 

Eighth  Regiment. 

TlfZ'  ^\"r^.^^''^'-  Goodell,  Lorin  P.Wtnslow, 
Harvey  Pengo,  James  K.  Bonett,  Hiram  L 
Whipple,  Nathan  P.  Jay. 

Tenth  Regiment. 

rhll\  '*;~^f''^''  P^^^ers,  Geo.  H.  Conley, 
Charles  A.  Conley  Charles  R.  Hoagg,  John 
A.  P.  Gammel,  Jefferson  Packard 
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Eleventh  Regiment. 
Co  John  C.  Burnham,  Dennis  S.  Hnrd 
Charles  Ross,  A.  Harlan,  P.  Ros.,  Edward  P 
Lee  E  ery  H.  Carter,  Warren  p'hillips,  Jas.' 
N  Joshn,  Luther  C.  Bonett,  JosU  W. 
Hutchinson,  Marshal  J.  Packard. 

Miscellaneous. 
Derrick  Bodett,  Ira  B.  Bennett  (U.  S  \)- 
Alanson  Priest  (N.  H.  regt).  ' 

Cavalry  Regiment. 
J.«-m7..-Charles  A.  Cory,  Loren  Pack- 
ard, Thomas  Brigham,  Chas.  W.  Brigham. 


Co.  />.— Elisha  C.  Page,  Geo.  B.  Daviunn 
Loren  Richardson.  -L^avison, 

NINH  MONTHS*  MEN. 

John  Bowman,  S.  F.  Aldrich,  E.  R.  Clark 

Fletcher,  Charles  J.  Stoddard,  Jas  C.  Lewi, 
J^.  J.  Dalton,  Edgar  0.  Matthews,  J.  \y 
Curtis  Charles  W.  Davis,  Asa  L.  Hurlburt' 
Daniel  P.  Rowell,  George  B.  Rowell,  Calvin 

jX^hVrer-''"'^'''^ 

1  JS^nJ.^''"^^  ^"^^  ^"'^^'^  Farr,  D«um  May.  »^ 


Wheelock. 
Asa  Allard,  Clark  Willey,  Oscar  Bogue 

Ranney,  John  Wines.  Asa  Miles,  Robert  Al- 
ston, Artimas  C.  Whitney,  James  Highly 
Edwin  C.  C  ement,  Chester  A.  ,  Stephc^n 

Walter  W.  Chase,  Isaac  K.  Gray,  Spence; 
^Ifj'  !■  Y^T-^^'  ^^^^^  Thomas! 
KeZy  ^        ^^'^^  ^lodgett,  Reuben 

[From  Hon.  T.  Cree.]  \ 


